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CORRELATION SUMMARY 


Subject: Ralph D,^^bernathy 

Searched And Identical References Found As: 


MANUAL 

ClaeUiei 

***&!•% °“ 

/ ,0-1 o-^ « 

Rate: y/3/W 33^ 

Date Searched: 5/31/61 


i Ralph D, Abernathy ^ 
I One Abernathy S 
l/R , D, Abj^rnathys 
£ 0 £%})frrnathy 

' Ra lph(^bexfllerthy ^ 


>cJMh fifty 

~ f j Ralph C^Ab 

/ Ralph Bavid ( -%bebnathy ^ 
Czyfc&rhc 


Ralph . V 


_ thy 

bern$4&y / 
b^rnethy* 


£ *7- £a2p 

Ralph B,^A$ernathy / 

Also Searched And No Identical References Found As: 


R, Abernathy > 
5. Abernathy 
R, W, Abernathy 


R , Ab erne thy * 
R, 0 , Abernethy 


* , , ,, ^, is a sumna ry of information obtained from a review 

of all see references to the subject in Bureau files under the 
names and aliases listed above. All references under the above 
names containing data identical with the subject have been included 
except those listed at the end of this summary as not having been 

reviewed or those determined to contain the same information as the 
mam file. 


. This summary is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 

information set out in each reference. In many cases the original 
serial will contain the information in much more detail, 

££££_ PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF 

ahr^i^hqt^ §si ^^^^/^s^EMiiwFiinr^ 

to* — 7* 



Coordina 



Z/JdLcSoRE f,L€~ 

Z #**■ 





>ifl 


PONFIOlulAL 


^ sjERIvved 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 


GONFH^PW- 


Inasmuch as no main file was available on Ralph D. Abernathy , 
extensive background information could not be obtained. Included among 
the data which was determined were the following facts: Negro ; born 

3-11-26, Linden, Ala .; instructor at Alabama State College, Montgomery, 
Alc_. C no date)} 1957 residence, 1327 S. Hall St., Montgomery / minister , 
First Baptist Church (Negro), 347 Ripley St., Montgomery, 1955-1961: 
and leader in the NAACP in 1956, the SCLC from 1958-1959, and the MIA 
from 1956-1961. ' * 
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| ABBREVIATIONS 

CONF0PTIAL 

Add. info Additional information appearing 

in this reference which pertains 
to Ralph D. Abernathy may be found 
elsewhere in this summary. 

MIA Montgomery Improvement Association 

SOLO ♦ . Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference 




•> 



k5*3> 




believed to be the membership hlist of the Southern 
Negro Youth Congress, Listed thereon was the nam6 of Mr, Ralph 
Abernathy , State Teachers College, Montgomery , Ala, (Date not given) 


BE rpt, 5-4-48 ( BE 100-82; 

AT 100-556; 

MO 100-46) 

Re: Southern Negro Youth Congress 
IS-C 

100-6548-337 p,43 
(9) S 


The 9-8-58 issue of the 7th Blue Final edition of the "NY 
gjg Post ", page M2, featured Part 1 of an article captioned, "The Story of 

— JR Martin Luther King", excerpted from the publication, "Stride Toward 

Freedom", by King, to be published the following week by Earper & 
Brothers , 




The article stated that on 12-1-55, Mrs, Rosa Parks, a Negro 
who was formerly secretary for the Montgomery, Ala., NAACP, was arrested 
for refusing to give up her seat on a bus to a white male . The article 
related that on 12-2-55, E. D. Nixon (the signer of Mrs. Parks' bond ) 
contacted King concerning this situation and suggested a bus boycott. 

At that time, Nixon had only discussed the idea with Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy, the young minister of Montgomery's First Baptist Church who 
was to become one of King's closest associates. Abernathy aqreed on 
the idea. 


Subsequently, according to the article, these 3 individuals 
were in contact telephonically to formulate plans for a meeting that 
evening of all ministers and civic leaders for their opinions. 

100-135-61- A "NY Post" 9-8-58 
(9) 1/ 


On 9-10-58, the 7th Blue Final edition of the "NY Post", 
page M2, carried Part III of "The Story of Martin Luther King" referred 
to above . 


(continued on next page) 


noN^MHAi: 
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article concerned the first instance where a Negro had 
been convicted for disobeying the segregation law . This caused a 
meeting of several Negro leaders on 12/5/55, Shortly prior to the 
meeting , Ralph Abernathy held a discussion with E, D, Nixon and Rev, E, 
E, French whereby they suggested an ad hoc organisation. At the meet- 
ing, the group responded enthusiastically to this suggestion and subse- 
quently , the organisation was formed with King elected as president, 
Abernathy offered the name UIA which was adopted and it was agreed that 
the protest should continue until certain demands were met , that a 
committee under the chairmanship of Abernathy would draw up these 
demands and present them to the mass meeting for approval . 


The article continued that the mass meeting was held that 
evening and Abernathy read the resolution ( set out) which was adopted, 

100-135-61-A "NT Post" 9-10-58 

( 9 )^ 

SI 100-135-61-A "Pittsburgh Courier" 
(8)\/ 11-9-57 , NT edition 


A news article in the "Alabama Journal ", Montgomery, Ala., 
on 1-9-56 related that a top-level meeting on the bus boycott was 
scheduled at City Hall in Montgomery for that afternoon and that the 
City Commission and Negro leaders would meet and discuss the "seating 
arrangement," Negro delegates were expected to include Rev, R, D, 
Abernathy , pastor of the First Baptist Church (Negro), 

MO letter 2-25-55 (MO 44- 00- A) 

Re: Racial Situation , Montgomery, 

Ala , 

100-135-61-9 p,l 
(15)1/ 


2a^5 5| 

_ 1 dvisea tnat the Montgomery County Grand Jury returns d' 
"eTevFft TrxTe FTTls on 2-21-56 charging 115 defendants with violation of ! 
the Alabama boycott law. He stated that arrests began on 2-22-56 and I 
that Rev. R. D. Abernathy was among those arrested thus far. / 



MO teletype 2-22-56 
RE: Racial Situation. 
100- 135-61-29 
(15)/ 


Montgomery, Ala 



CONFR.NTIAL’ 


rch 3 and 4, 1956 , 

protect identity ), wKo ioas Tn d ’JFoSTfTon TiTfWnish 
on, made available announced agenda for the main 


assembly of the Delegate Assembly for Civil Bights (DACR) on March 4-6, 
1956 . The program for 3-4-56 set out the locality of the meeting as 
the Interdepartmental Auditorium, Labor Department, Constitution Ave ., 
Washington, -D.C. The program also listed Rev . Ralph D . Abernathy as 
one of the witnesses at that session, > 

The agenda described Abernathy as one of the indicted leaders 
in jthe Montgomery bus protest. 

It was noted that the DACR was also known as the March on J 

Washington, 

WTO rpt, 5-16-58 
RE: Cominfil NAACP 

IS-C 

61-3176-1553 p.15,16 

(ay 


In reference to above protect identity) advised 
that his attended this meeting on d-4-b^ Jt' which several individuals 
including Rev. Abernathy, described their experience in various parts 
of the South. (Not further explained) 


) 

BA letter 3-15-56 
Re: Cominfil NAACP 

IS-C 

61-3176-1406 p.6,8 
(12)1/ 

SI par* 1 above 

61-3170-1444 pel ■^■■1 
(^5)/ speech con^^^^^^^^^^^)Tnery 
Ala . bus boycott) (CC to MO ) 

' ' h f jV. 





c 


CONhtENTIAL 

. . J Th^ 3-5-56 issue of the " Washington Post and Times Herald” 
ntained certain comments of Rev . Ralph D. Abernathy concerning the 
fcoycott against the city bus lines in Montgomery . Abernathy 
mentioned two cases , one in which a Negro soldier was killed and 
another where a young Negro girl was jailed . ( Details set out ) 

The Bureau cited the cases to which Abernathy possibly was 
referring . (Details set out) 

Eufe&u-mtmo~3-B-5e~ * 

Civil Rights Assembly 

Washington, D.C . 

61-3 176-1372 

(2)i/' 

SI 61-3176-1365 

( 2 )^ 


W aa hin„+nn Re n' / be ™ ath V»as registered at the Willard Hotel in 

WTO letter 3-23-56 
Ret Cominfil NAACP 

IS-C 

61-3176-1424 p.l 

( 12 )*/ 



(continued on next page) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


bnTb 


SI par . 1 above 

100-3^25-1941 p,60 (tentative 
(4) is speaker $ press release 



furnished reliable information 
in the past) 












CONfTS&ITIAl 

On 10-28-56 , the "Montgomery Advertiser ", Montgomery, Ala,, 
set out an article on page 1 entitled, "MIA Reportedly Halting Operation 
of Car Pool", by Bob Murphy, The article stated that the group which 
had been directing the ten-month-old bus boycott had ordered Negro 
churches to halt station wagon transportation in order to sidestep 
possible legal action by the city. The article stated that reported 
boycott and car pool organisers were "out of town", that Rev, M. L. 

King, Rev, Ralph Abernathy and Negro Attorney Fred Gray were not 
available • 


Above article enclosed 
MO airtel 10-29-56 (MO 44-439, 

105-247, 105-17) 

Re: Racial Situation, Montgomery, 

Ala, 

100-135-61-247 end, p,3 

(*)!/ 


The 12-10-56 issue of the ". DW ", page 1, carried an article 
datelined Montgomery, 12-9-56, captioned, " 8,000 Vow End to Alabama 
Bus Bias", by Lester Rodney, According to the article, a tremendous 
public meeting was held at the First Baptist Church climaxing 
Montgomery's week-long historic Institute on School Citisenship, Rev. 
Ralph B. Abernathy , one of the leading figures in the bus boycott, 
spoke to the group, emphasising discrimination against their people. 

100-135-61-A "DW" 12-10-56 

( 14 ) 1 / 


The 7th blue final edition of the "NT Post" dated 9-14-58 
featured on page M2 the last part of a six-part series by Martin Luther 
King, Jr., captioned, "The Story of Martin Luther King." This was 
excerpted from the book, "Stride Toward Freedom", by King, which was 
to be published the following week by Harper & Brothers . 

* 

The article indicated that in February, 1956, a Montgomery 
County Grand Jury found the bus boycott illegal and indicted more than 
100 persons, including King. ling stated that on the way, Ralph 
Abernathy informed him how people had rushed down to get arrested the 
previous day, that many were disappointed because they were not arrested . 

(continued on next page) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

According to the article s Abernathy was among those who 
joined King in riding the first integrated bus in Montgomery on 
12-21-56. 



100-135-61-A "NY Post" 9-14-56 

( 9 ) 1 / 

SI par . 2 and 3 above 
100-135-61-A "Miami Daily News" 

(4)1/ 12-21-56 

(favorable comments of Abernathy 
regarding the bus ride set out ) 
SI par . 1 and 3 above 
44- 11 124- A "Washington Star " 12-21-56 
dM/o vorable comments of Abernathy 
regarding the bus ride set out) 



By letter to the AG on 1-11-57, 
above information. 


the Bureau furnished the 



Serial described above 

100-135-61-312 

( 14 )/ 



S' J ^ x 

i x j um 
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\JU 


^ONFID^TIAL' 



A letterhead nemo aet out the following information: 

Articles from various newspapers in Montgomery reported 
several bombings there on 1-10-57 ', including the home of Rev . Ralph 
D. Abernathy, 1327 S. Rail St., and his church. First Baptist Church , 
Columbus and Ripley Streets . 



ornery PR, advised that several 
individuals Rad been arrested on 1-27-57 in connection with the above 
bombings, including Henry S. Alexander and James R. York. 



11 - 26 - 57 . 


It was noted that charges against these two were dropped on 


fc1l> 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO letter 11-14-58 (MO 62-723) 

Re: Bombings and Attempted Bombings 

Racial Matters 
157-1-61-9 end. p.1-3 
( 6 )^ 

SI 62-105023-669 p.1,2,5 
(4)^M0 62-721; AT 62-1670 ) 

Si par. 1 above 
100 - 135 - 61-329 
(U)l/ 

SI par. 1 above 



100-135-61-485 p.9 ("Alabama Journal" 
(8)t/ 1-10-57) 

(BE 100-3080; MO 100-1342) 

SI par. 1 above 

44-11124-A "Washington Star" 1-10-57 
(l) /(Abernathy reportedly visiting 

Atlanta, Go., during bombing ) 
SI par. 1 above " 

4 , 4 ~}l 124 - 67 ("The Mobile Press " 

(l) /(MO 44-439) 1-10-57) 



I 




I 


CON^ENTIAU 

The 1-28-57 issue of the " Alabama Journal ", Montgomery, 
contained an article on page 1, captioned, "Shots, Bombs Add To Racial 
Tension n , by By Brown . The article mentioned several bombings which 
had increased racial tension , among them the 1-10-57 bombing which 
damaged the home of Rev . R . B . Abernathy . 

Above article enclosed 
MO letter 1-29-57 (MO 44-439) 

Re: Racial Situation, Montgomery, 

Ala. 

100-135-61-362 end. p.2 
(15) 


On 2-6-57 , 1 

K7C °f the Montgomery , AlaV, PD, furnished details concerning tne bomi 
°f Reu * Ralph Abernathy 's home on Ball St. on 1-10-47. (Set out) 

L 


reliable 



(protect identity) , who had furnished 

information in the past, made available a leaflet on 2-6-57 

captioned, ,f Braft Dodger NAAGP Troublemaker ." The leaflet contained a 
photograph of Fred Gray, a Negro attorney for MIA at Montgomery , and 
stated that the Negroes were losing jobs and relief was limited. It 
further stated, "Many believe it's a communist inspired plot being led 
by King, Abernathy, Graeta, Nixon and Gray. They 'ride high, eat good. 


stay warm and pilfer the funds. We walk and suffer in many' ways.' 
run these five out of the state before we all have to leave." 


Let *s 


MO rpt. 2-20-57 (MO 105-17 AT 61-56, 

BB 65-398) 

Re: US Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux 

Klan known in Alabama as US 
Klans of Alabama, Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan 


IS-I 

100-780-1-2855 p.7,14 

Mis 


o^“ 

BMHfadui-aed that on 3-1-57, the regularly scheduled class 
of instruction on Stalinism and Leninism was canceled as the Philadelphia 
branch of the S¥P desired to support a meeting of the "Walk to Freedom 
Association being held on the same date at the Berian Presbyterian 


(continued on next page) 

WNFI^NTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL' 

Church, Broad and Diamond Streets, Philadelphia, Pa - According to 
source, the Rev • Ralph D, Abernathy was speaking at the above meeting 
under the auspices of the American Friends Service Committee • 

PR rpt. 6-6-57 

Res SVP - Philadelphia Division 
IS-SVP 

100-16-38-310 p.24 




_ w It_v>as noted that John Blue Hill was the attorney who had been 

J?° ™ e . mbera °f tavern #23 who had been indicted in 
Montgomery for the bombings there on 2-10-57 and 1-27-57. 


( continued on 


next page) 
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Above letterhead nemo enclosed 
MO letter 3-15-57 ( MO 44-439 ) 

Re: Racial Situation , Montgomery , 

Ala , 

100 - 135 - 61-391 

(8)\S 


An anonymous source, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, made available a four-page printed form dated 4-5-57, 
Washington, D.C., entitled, "Call to a Prayer Pilgrimage for freedom," 
The back page set out the following: 

"For information write to: 

". Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom 

"Rev. Thoma3 Kilgore, Jr, or. Rev. Ralph D, Abernathy 
National Director South Director 

20 W. 40th St. First Baptist Church 

New York 18, NY 347 Ripley Street 

Montgomery, Alabama" 

Informant reported that the pilgrimage was to be held 5-17-57 
and was co-sponsored by the NAACP, 



WFO ~pt. 11-27-57 

Re: Cominfil NAACP, Washington Field 

Division 

IS-C 

61-3176-2205 p,10 

(2)C/ 

SI 62.-101087-371 ("The Birmingham 
(2)^[BH 62-1883) News" 5-12-57 ; 
Abernathy announced that goal 
of 6300 persons set in South to 
attend pilgrimage) 

(Si's continued on next page) 
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CONFI^TIAC 


SI 62-101087-379 end . p.2 ("The Black 
(7) 1/ Dispatch", Oklahoma City , Okla., 
4-19-57) 

SI 62x101087- A "The Worker" 4-21-57 

( 2 )^ 

SI 62-101087-295 ("Carolina Time 3 " 

(7) IS 5-4-57, Durham, N.C .) 

SI 62- 101087- A " Pittsburgh Courier" 
(14) ^ 5-18-57, NT edition 


The 5-10-57 issue of the Minneapolis Spokesman", Minneapolis, 
Minn, weekly newspaper, reported that on 5-2-57, the St. Paul branch of 
the NAACP held a meeting at a local church featuring Rev. Ralph D. 
Abernathy, Montgomery , as a gue3t speaker. Rev. Abernathy, Southern 
Regional Director for organising the mass prayer pilgrimage scheduled 
at Washington, D.C., on 5-17-57, indicated that 50,000 Negroes would 
participate in this affair to show unity in the struggle for equal 
rights. 

MP rpt. 11-16-57 

Re: . Cominfil NAACP - Minneapolis 
Division 

IS-C 

61-3176-2165 p.9 

(2)V' 


The 5-21-57 issue of "The Tallahassee Democrat ", Tallahassee , 
carried an article captioned , "Negroes Plan Meetings Here." 
The article reported that the Negro Inter-Civil Council announced plans 
for a week long observance starting on Sunday on the first anniversary 
of their Tallahassee bus integration movement. Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
vice president of MIA was scheduled to speak on Tuesday (exact dace * 
not given). 


Above article enclosed 
MO letter 5-23-57 (MO 100-1361) 

Re: Racial Situation, Tallahassee. 

FI Q * 

100-135-61-399 

(e)lS 


'./UjVrl 
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On 5-28^57', *VHe' * r W$hington Star", Washington, D,C,, page 
A10, contained an article entitled, "Racial Bomb ’ Confession 1 Fought 
in Alabama Trial", datelined Montgomery, 5-28-57 , The article concerned 
the trial and indictment of the individuals involved with the dynamiting 
of Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy ' s home on 1-10-57, 


100-135-61-A " Washington Star" 

(4) K 5-28-57 

SI 100-135-61-A "NT Post" 5-27-57 

(4) s/ 

SI 100-135-61-A "Washington Star" 

(5) \S 5-30-57 


A Washington City News Service release on 6-13-57 disclosed 
that Rev, Martin Luther King, president of MIA, and Rev, Ralph 
Abernathy, member of the MIA executive board, met with Labor Secretary 
James P, Mitchell and Vice President Richard M, Nixon in the latter's 
office .* The purpose of the meeting was to urge stronger administration 
leadership in the civil rights cause, Nixon agreed to come South with 
President Eisenhower's Committee on Government Contracts to speak on 
civil rights. King stated his belief that the President could do more 
than he had done and subsequently suggested a later meeting with the 
President to which the Vice President responded favorably , 

62-101087-A "Washington City News 
(7)]/ Service" 6-13-57 

* Evidently on 6-13-57 


The "DW" dated 5-21-57 set out an article on page 5 headed , 
"Nat, NAACP Convention To Be Here June 25-30", and datelined Detroit, 
Mi ch , The article reported that Rev, Abernathy and many of the heroic 
figures of the fight to end segregation in the South would attend this 
convention, 

61-3176- A "DW" 5-21-57 

(12) IS 
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5 


t-J-. 

w<»> 



NTIAL 


reported that on 10-29-57 , a public meeting was 

held at the Park Central Presbyterian Church , Syracuse , under the. £—*- 
auspices of the AFSC and described as sponsored locally by a committee 
called together by the SPC , The meeting presented Rev , Ralph Abernathy , 
described as vice president of the U1A , which coordinated the protest 
against discrimination on buses in Montgomery - n without violence , n 
Abernathy spoke on " Can We Save Integration Without Violence n at a 
dinner meeting and on n . Problems and Concerns of Integration in Syracuse n 
at a meeting following the dinner. The entire scope of his presentation 
revolved around how Montgomery had solved certain racial problems , Se 
stressed the fact that his campaign against discrimination had been 
carried on without violence and set up a comparison with how racial 
problems had been treated in Little Rock , Ark, 


AL rpt, 2-28-58 

Re: Cominfil NT State Peace Council 

IS-C 

100-419683-21 p.ll-13 

. ( 9 ) 1 / 

IqI* SI par 2 above 

100-373454-21 p,7 




Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO letter 12-31-57 (MO 44-439) 

Re: Racial Situation, Montgomery 

Ala, * 


» v * i 


( 7 )/ 

SI 62^101087-5-19 p,2 
(7)/ 


OONF^ENTiAL 
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cn^flt>i£NT iM- 

J 9 On 12-21-57 , the NT edition of the " Pittsburgh Courier " 
featured an article on page 6 of the magazine section, columns 1-5 , 
by Tressvant W. Anderson, entitled, " How Has Dramatic Bus Boycott 
Affected Montgomery Negroes P" The article was datelined Montgomery 
and reported that Arthur G. Gaston, a Birmingham business leader f pro- 
posed that ' Montgomery Negroes organise a credit union immediately, and 
he thereby offered his assistance . Gaston disclosed that MIA vice 
president. Rev . Ralph Abernathy, had been unable to get a loan in 
Montgomery to repair hi3 bombed church . Abernathy made an application 
to Gaston in Birmingham and a $ 25,000 loan to repair the church had 
been approved . 


100- 135- 61- A " Pittsburgh Courier " 

( 8){, / 12-21-57, NT edition 


On 1-21-58, the " Birmingham Post-Herald" , Birmingham, Ala., 
featured an article on the front page of the final edition by Clarke 
Stallworth entitled, "71 Are Called For Tuskegee Boycott Probe. The 
article, datelined Montgomery , 1-20-58, related that 71 witnesses, 
including top Negro leaders from Birmingham and Montgomery, had been 
subpoenaed by AG Patterson to appear at a boycott hearing in Tuskegee, 
Ala., on 1-22-58. , Listed among these was Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy , 
vice president ofjMIA and right hand man of Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Negro minister who led the Montgomery bus boycott and who was president 
of MIA. 


The article stated that in the hearing, Negro attorney s were 
asking for the removal of a temporary injunction on the Tuskegee Civic 
Association for an alleged boycott of white stores in Tuskegee. 

The article continued that Patterson did not indicate why 
he called the Negro leaders to the hearing. 

62-101087-5-A "Birmingham Post- 
( 3) Herald" 1-21-58 


The 1-26-58 edition of the "NT Po3t" carried an article 
captioned, Ala. Negroes Back Pastor’s Fight on Arrest ", datelined 
Montgomery, 1-25-58. The article stated that Negro leaders , includina 
Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, pastor of the First Baptist Church , had pledaed 
full moral and financial support on that date to a young Baptist 
minister. Rev. Moses Pleasure, who was arrested and fined for refusina 
to give up his seat in a taxi beside a white woman. 


62-101087-5-A "NT Post" 1-26-58 
(3) 


I 





J 


rhead memo set out the following information: 



fe1l>> 

( protect wen-city;, wno na a furnt3nea reliable information in tKe past, 
advised that during the period of January and February, 1958, a con- 
servative faction in MIA, principally led by Rev . Graetz, took control 
of that organisation. Informant stated that as a result, a new posi- 
tion, chairman of the board, was created, and Rev . Ralph Abernathy was 
elected to fill it. Although Abernathy was not considered a conserva- 
tive, he did not attempt to dominate board meetings as did Martin 
Luther King; therefore Abernathy ’s election strengthened the conserva- 
tives ' position. 


r 

bio 



Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO letter 3-7-58 



Re: Racial Situation, Montgomery Ala. 
100-135-61-475 end. p.l 
( 8 ) ^ 

31 10^43132-43 p.2 (elected 1/19/58 i 
(lOMMO 105-233, 105-121, 



The 3-21-58 edition of "The State", Columbia, S.C., carried 
an article on page 8B captioned, ". Negroes Open Conference on Non- 
violence. This item reported that a two-day conference of Neqro 
clergymen and laymen began on 3-20-58 in Columbia to explore wavs to 
discuss a non-violent program of desegregation with a leader of the 
Montgomery bus boycott, Ralph Abernathy, scheduled to be one of the 
Tuain speakers • • 

62- 101087-43- A "The State" 3/21/58. 
(8) 1^ Columbia , S.C . 


fcT> > 


SI 62-10 1087-43- A "The State" 3-14-58. 

(16)},/' Columbia, S.C.) (meeting 

sponsored by the Inter- Denom- 
inational Ministerial Alliance 
and other Negro organizations) 


~ s+n + _ furnished a pamphlet entitled. "New York 
State Peace Council Program Resource Guide f' The pamphlet l isted * 
resource materials for individual or group use such as film, tape 

(continued on next page) 
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confi&ntiac 

recordings f etc. and also listed speakers and discussion leaders pre- 
pared to talk to or with church and community groups. The name of 
Ralph Abernathy appeared on a list found to be available on tape 
recordings . 


AL rpt. 9-2-58 

Re: Cominfil NT State Peace Council 
IS-C 

100-419883-30 p .5 

(10) IX 


The "Pittsburgh Courier", dated 9-6-58, set forth an article 
on page 3, columns 1-5, headed, " Sadistic Police Kick, Jail and Charge 
Rev. Martin L. King With ' Loitering tn , datelined Montgomery . The 
article indicated that King, president of MIA, was arrested on Wednesday 
for loitering around City Rail. King had gone to the courthouse with 
his wife and Rev. and Mrs. Ralph D. Abernathy to hear proceedings 
against one Edward Davis. According to the article, Davis entered 
Abernathy's office the previous Friday armed and demanded that the 
minister "confess" that he had been friendly with Mrs. Davi 3 before she 
was married. Abernathy rejected..the demand, escaped from his office 
and swore out a warrant. 

The article further quoted King in describing his arrest. 

King stated that he believed the attacks on Abernathy and him were 
attempts to discredit their leadership and the MIA. 

100-135-61-A ". Pittsburgh Courier" 

(5) 9-6-58 

31 par. 1 above 

100-135-61-A "The Mobile Press" 
(5)v(M0 44-439) 9-3-58 

31 par. 1 above 

100-135-61-A " Washington Star " 

(5) \/ 9-3-58 


Information regarding the above attack was also set out in 
an article entitled, " Alabama Negro Leader Arrested as Loiterer" 
datelined Montgomery, 9-4-58, appearing in the 9-4-58 issue of the 
Washington Star", Washington , D.C., on page A6. J 

( continued on next page) 
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The article further noted that Martin Luther King , Jr. and 
Ralph D. Abernathy had worked together in their battle against racial 
barriers and both were leaders in the MIA - King, President , and 
Abernathy , Vice-President - which was formed at the outset of the bus 
boycott in Montgomery two years previously . 

100-135-4-A ” Washington Star " 

(4) Is 9-4-58 


On 8-26-58 , The Mobile Register ”, Mobile , Ala., featured 
an article captioned , "Montgomery Negroes Ask Parks’ Use ’, datelined 
Montgomery . This item disclosed that a group of 48 Montgomery Negroes, 
including Rev • Ralph D. Abernathy , had petitioned the city to open to 
Negroes all city parks restricted to whites. 

62- 10 1087-5- A ” The Mobile Register” 
(3)/ MO 44-439 ) 8-26-58 


In reference to above , the NT edition of the ” Pittsburgh 
Courier dated 9-6-58 contained an article on page 19, columns 1 and 2 
entitled, Montgomery Group Eyes City’s Parks”, which was datelined * 
Montgomery. The article revealed that the park petition 8igned by Rev. 

n-l ph n DaVl ' d Abernathy , among others, was rejected by both the Montgomery 
City Commission and the Park and Recreation Board • 


62-101087-5-A "Pittsburgh Courier" 
(14)1/ 9-6-58, NT edition 


o P 7 Ne . w3 3er ' jic e release datelined NT on 

9-21-58 indicated that Rev. Martin Luther King was on the critical 
list at Harlem Hospital after being stabbed in the chest by a Negro 
woman who stated King was mixed up with communists . The release 

° Croup of visitors, including Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy y his assistant m leading the MIA integration fight . 


100-^-61-A 


"Washington Capital 
News Service” 9-21-58 
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"The Ch. 
set out an articl 


Charlotte Observer" , 
out an article entitled f " Negro 
L. If. Wright , Jr. According to the 
spoke to several hundred persons at 
Tuesday in Park Center , Charlotte , 


Charlotte , Njfj. , dated 9-24-58 
Leader Urges Racial Goodwill", by 
article, Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy 
a mass meeting held on the previous 
sponsored by the NAACP. 


The article identified Abernathy as a leading advocate of 
passive resistance and nonviolence for Negroes in the South. Sis 
speech ranged over many of the problems on the Southern and national 
racial scene. (Excerpts of speech set out ) 


62-101087-5- A " The Charlotte 
(3)]/ Observer " 9-24-58 


According to a letterhead memo , the "Journal and Guide", a 
Negro weekly newspaper published at Norfolk, 7a ... dated 10-4-58, set 
out an article entitled , "Hass Meeting for Human Rights." The article 
stated that a determination to continue the struggle for complete 
freedom from racial segregation and discrimination wa8 voiced by 
speakers at a public mass meeting held on 10-1-58 at the Norfolk 
Municipal Arena under the auspices of the SCLC. 


The article indicated that the highlight of the meeting was 
a message from Rev. Martin Luther King t Jr. t president of SCLC f who 
was convalescing in a Harlem hospital. The message was delivered by 
Rev. R. D. Abernathy who was vice president of the SCLC. 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
NF letter 10-4-58 (cc to AT) 

Re: Racial Situation t State of 

Virginia (Norfolk Division ) 
62-10}087-49-113 end. p.2 

dsy 

SI 62-101087-49-109 end. p.l 
(15 )\f(CC to AT) ("Virginian -■ Pilot" 
9-28-58 ; potential speaker) 



had jwmm mrsm rzjzTzsrm rm w wjrSlftiKrlJSil' 

D. Abernathy lectured on 10-10-58 at the First Unitarian Church of Los 


(continued on next page ) 


r-ruinr 

'jVH* it 



- 22 - 



\ 




{ 




Eighth St. under the auspices of the 
Forum . *L Tie topic was "The High Cost of Segregation ." 
set out) 


Unitarian Public 
(Brief comments 


LA rpt. 6-4-59 

Re: Cominfil First Unitarian Church 
of Los Angeles, 2936 Vest Eighth 
St., Los Angeles, Calif. 

IS— C 

100^411^10-42 p.31 


The 10-15-53 issue of " The Montgomery Advertiser n carried an 
article captioned, " Montgomery Negro Leaders Deplore Atlanta Bombing ." 

The article stated that on Wednesday ( place not given) Rev. Ralph D. 
Abernathy, chairman of the executive board of MIA, was among those 
protesting the bombing of the Atlanta synagogue. According to Abernathy, 
the recent violence was " but a part of the process through which God 
may be seeking to purge America's 3oul. n Abernathy stated that he spoke 
not only for himself but for 1200 Montgomery Negroes who joined in a 
prayer service on Monday night ter deplore the dynamiting. 

Above article enclosed 

MO letter 10-16-58 (MO 62-721, 44-439 h 

Re: Unsubs; Bombing of the Jewish 

Temple, 1539 Peachtree Rd. N.V., 
Atlanta, Ga., 10-12-58 
Information Concerning 
6^2- 10^023-323 end. p.l 


7 ° 6-25-59 the Daily Defender ", Chicago, 111., carried an 

orticie on page 4, column 3, by Hattie House entitled, " Freedom Rally 
To Bring Top Men To Metropolitan Church For Talks." The article indi 
cated that a- Freedom Rally" would be held the following Thursday at " 
Metropolitan Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn. The rally was part of a 
south-wide campaign headed by the SCUTt T register an estimated three 
million Negroes to vote in the eleven deep Southern states by I960. 

According to this article, the program for the event featured 

iz: sr P iT//.rix: i9hU * r - *• 

(continued on next page) 
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The article identified Abernathy as a former instructor at 
Alabama State college ; current pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
Montgomery; one of the directors of the famous bus boycott; chairman 
of the executive board of MIA; treasurer of SCLC; and associated with 
many other organisations , 

100-437079-A "D aily Defender" 6-35-59 
(5) ^ 

SI 100-427079-1 " Pittsburgh Courier" 
(5) y/ 8-17-57 , NY edition) 


The 7-25-59 issue of the " Washington Post and Times Herald ", 
Washington , D,C,, featured an article on page A-7 entitled, "Leaders 
Tell How to Fight Segregation ", datelined Atlanta, Oa,, 7-24-59, This 
article indicated that on 7-23-59 Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy, outlined the 
actual process of nonviolent resistance to segregation on the second 
of a three-day conference at Spelman College, Atlanta, 

62-101087- A "Washington Post and 
(2),/' Times Herald" 7-25-59 


The "Montgomery Advertiser", dated 12-4-59, contained an 
article on page 3C entitled , "King Pledges To File Suit On School 
Mixing , by Dick Hines, The article indicated that a mass meeting held 
on Thursday night was presided over by Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy, At 
this meeting, Abernathy was re-elected vice president of MIA and 
according to the article , was expected to head the organisation the 
following year. 


100- 135-61- A "Montgomery Advertiser" 
(5 y (MO-439) 12-4-59 

SI 62- 101087-5-72 end, 

(2)l/".Alabama Journal" 12-2-59 

(potential) (MO 44-439; cc to AT) 
SI 44-13490-61-15 end, p.2 
(2)lAmeeting held 12-3-59) 

(MO 100-3080; cc to BH) 


„ ,, arti ,? le beaded, " Additional Boycotts Asked in King's 

Farewell Address by John Coombes, appeared on page 3A of the 2-2-60 
edition of the Montgomery Advertiser," This item disclosed that a 


(continued on next page) 
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mass meeting was held at the First Baptist Church on Ripley St, on 
Monday night during which time Rev, Martin Luther King ceded the 
presidency of the MIA to the pastor of that church. Rev, Ralph D, 
Abernethy , 


The article continued that in his inaugural speech, Abernethy 
warned against comparing him to King, He related that he would lead a 
dynamic crusade to increase and improve human relations in the city. 

He also indicated that the MIA would embark on a vigorous drive to 
increase its membership and would set up a legal defense service where- 
by the poor people could have protection against abusive policemen 
and courts. 


Above article enclosed 
MO letter 2-9-60 (MO 44-439, 

MO 100-1472; cc to AT . 
Re: Racial Situation, Montgomery , Ala, 
Racial Matters 
157-2-61-31 

(6/l6)y 


" The Birmingham News", Birmingham, Ala. dated 2-11-60, 
featured an article captioned, Montgomery Negroes seek airport mixing" 
and datelined Montgomery, 2-11-60. The article stated that Solomon * 
Seay, Jr. filed a complaint with the Civil Aeronautics Board on behalf 
of a Baltimore, Md. Negro minister and three Negro leaders in the pro- 
integration MIA, one of whom was Rev. Ralph D. Abernethy. The complaint 
was against segregation at Montgomery 's municipal airport . 

62-101087-5-A " The Birmingham 
(I6)i^y News " 2-11-60 



MO teletype 2-25-60 
Re: Negro Student Sit-Dwon Strikes 
Racial Matters 

62 - 101087 - 5-91 

(8M 



- 25 - 






'JUNHPEWI TMntgomery Advertiser" dated 2-27-60 set out an article 
captionedj Negro Tells of Beating ," The article stated that a Negro 
claiming to be a student at Alabama State College reported on Friday 
night that he had been beaten by two men he identified as city police- 
men, Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy reported that the Negro had appeared at 
his house on Friday night and had told him this story. 

According to the article, reports from the doctors and the 
police indicated no evidence of a beating. 




Above article enclosed 
NO letter 3 -4-60 (NO 44^0 
Re: Unsubs:\“ 

Victim 

CR 

44-0-2329 end, 

( 1 


rnfirn „,„ * letterhead memo indicated that on 3-5-60 the « Alabama 
Journal. , daily newspaper published at Montgomery, carried a front pace 

Chiral 9 ° . ma33 meeting was held at the Beaulah Baptist 

C an»>l h n+ + 3 h~ 4 ~ 60 \ . Accordin 9 to the article. Rev, Ralph D. Abernathy 

State ctnt+li neetlJ \9 and f or 0 na33 prayer meeting at the 
State Capitol grounds on 3-6-60, • * 

On 3-6-60, SA's observed a double line of Nearoes at a 
marc < h l +n e +h ^ 0 W ito1 surrounded by a large group of whites as the 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
NO airtel 3-7-60 (NO 157-17, 157-12; 
_ „ cc 'a to AT and BE) 

Re: Negro Students Sit-Down Strikes 
Montgomery, Ala . * 

Racial Natters 
62- 101 097- 5- 145 end, p,2 
(3)i^ 


SI 62-}01087-5-125 
( 3 )!^ 


% h^w 01087 " 5 '-, 121 ( source not clear 
Negro column believed to have 
been led by Rev, Ralph D, 
Abernathy ) 
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According to a letterhead memo , the " Alabama Journal " dated 
3-8-60 reported that students at Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Ala,, 
were boycotting cla33es in a sympathy move. This activity was 
encouraged by Rev, Martin Luther King, Jr,, and Rev . Ralph D. Abernathy 
who had addressed the students there (date not given). 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO airtel 3-9-60 (MO 157-17, 100-1342) 
Ret Negro Students Sit-Down Strikes, 
Montgomery , Ala, 

Racial Matters 

62- 10 1C 87- 5- 139 end. p.2 

(3)1/ 


A letterhea d memo disclosed that 

advised that 

Xe attended the large student gathering on the Alabama State College 
campus on 3-10-60 and heard nothing which confirmed the report that 
the students disassociated themselves from the " 3 itdown " or "protest" 
movement . On the contrary, he heard Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy tell the 
students to return to school and register for the spring term and to 
have no demonstrations over the holiday period of March 17 and 18 I960 

when the Alabama Educational Association met at Montgomery . Abernathy ' 
stated, however, that after said meeting, such strategy would be resumed.'’ 

Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO airtel 3-18-60 (MO 157-17 ) 

Re: Negro Student Sitdown . Strikes, 
Montgomery , Alabama 
Racial Matters 
62-101087-5-172 end. p.l 

( 3 )^ 


A letterhead memo set out the following: 

o/vi -L J The 2-27-60 issue of the " Alabama Journal" stated that about 
300 students from Alabama State College for Negroes ( ASCN ), Montqomerv 
marched up Ripley St. to the First Baptist Church that day where 9 Rev?' 
R. D. Abernathy was pastor. The article also reported that a group of 
white men armed with baseball bats patroled downtown Montgomeri that 1 
day after a rally of the white men. y y 


(continued on next page) 
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On 3-1-60 ; the " Montgomery Advertiser" reported that on 
3-29-60 about 1000 students of ASClf held a mass meeting at the 
Hutchinson St, Baptist Church and held a second meeting that night at 
the Bethel Baptist Church, Rev, Abernathy urged Negroes to boycott 
downtown Montgomery merchants. 

The 3-3-60 issue of the " Montgomery Advertiser" indicated 
that Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy had stated that MIA unanimously approved 
the pro- integration demonstrations being staged by the students at 
ASCN and denounced Montgomery police for permitting bat-carjying white 
men to walk Montgomery streets. 


The 3-19-60 issue of the "Mobile Register" reported that on 
3-18-60 , a two-day workshop sponsored by the Alabama Civic Affairs 
Association at Mobile had opened at the Mt, Zion Baptist Church, Rev, 
Ralph D, Abernathy, Negro minister from Montgomery, preached "non- 
violence" in racial matters at the opening session. 

Add, info. 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO letter 3-30-60 (MO 100-1460 ; 

BH 100-3080) 

Ret Racial Situation, Mobile Division 
157-4-61-2 p.2,5-7 

(6/l0yl6)\/ 


SI par , 2 above 
62-101087-5-93 (no source; 

(d)r additional statements by 
Abernathy set out) 

SI par, 2 above 
62-101087-5-112 end, p.l 
( 2 )y( Additional statements by 
Abernathy set out) 


„ irnished reliable informationTn^the past, stated that the 3-25-60 
issue of "The Arkansawyer ", monthly student publication of AM&N con- 
tained an article captioned, "OSNSA Backs Sit-Down Demonstrators," The 
article furnished information regarding the expulsion of nine students 
from the Alabama State College because of their participation in a 
sit-down demonstration at a courthouse lunch counter in Montgomery , 


(continued on next page) 
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The article was signed Donald A. Eoffman , president, US National 
Student Association (USNSA). The last paragraph stated as follows: 
•*Tou can help by sending telegrams and letters of support and funds 
to the Alabama State College students in care of Ur. Bernard Lee, c/o 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy , First Baptist Church , 347 N. Ripley Street, 
Montgomery, Alabama . 


LR rpt. 4-21-60 

Re: Cominfil US National Student 

Association 

IS-C 


»c 

fcio 


100-346566-659 p.2 

(9)l/ , 

SJ 157-6-25-11 p.2 (MO- 100-63) 

(n)'/ 

SI 62—101087-5- 166 end. 

(14) ^("Montgomery Advertiser " 

3 - 29 - 60 ) 



jo highly confidential source r ~lproTeci identity), who had furrUs^ed 
reliable information in the past, made available a copy of a 3-28-60 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc. (SCEF) news release. 


According to the release, a wire was sent to the President 
by community leaders in the South urging him to issue a firm statement 
in support of Southern Negroes in their struggle for constitutional 
rights. They urged that the statement be issued prior to 3-29-60 when 
the UN Security Council was scheduled to meet on recent police action 
against Negroes in the Union of South Africa . One of the signers of 
this message was Rev. Ralph 0. Abernathy. 


NO rpt. 4-22-60 (AT 100-301; 

BE 100-81; MO 100-37) 

Re: Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc . 

IS-C, ISA- 1950 
100-10355-896 p.17 
(14) ^ 

SI 100-10355-924 p.22 ("The Southern 
(16) Is Patriot " May, 1960 - official 
publication of SCEF) 

(AT 100-301; BE 100-81; 

MO 100-37) 
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^"Itco^rding to 0 urhal^/f. 

4-9-60 issue 0 / the 'Carolina Txne3 » ,iat of outstanding leaders 
that Rev. Ralph D. ^4-26-60 at a iass meeting for students 

scheduled to appear in * ° U 

arrested in sit-down demonstrations. 

The article stated that the ^IT^VtllnTAsToiia Uon^The 
Fleming, chairman of the Spo ns oring lb ole r oppe „i 3 /or SOM 43 

purpose of the meeting was to /»elp ra; <£ ai . u dents who were convicted 
^trXd^VurU' deTnVtVation, protesting segregation at domntom 
store lunch counters • 

Above letterhead memo eucZosed 

letter 4-26-60 (cc a to .4^, BH, 

and MO) 

Ret Negro Student Sit-Down 

Demonstrations 

Racial Matters 
157-6-8-5 end. p.l 
(6)t/ 

*Both located in Raleigh, N.C. 

The HI edition of "The Pitts^r^ Courier" 

featured an article by ^g' ar ticle datelined’ Atlanta, Ba., 

Tense In Montgomery - a1 / communication between the two 

indicated that there were itnntaomerv the segregationists on one 

sides on the racial situation m g U> hite supremacy crowd and the 

157-6-61- A " The Pittsburgh Courier" 
fin), S' 4-23-60, NY edition 


A letterhead memo set out the following: 

The 4-26-60 issue of the"Daily Ca rdinal "a Un i vers ityo/ 

Abernathy,' described' as a "leader of Southern ^dents’ sit in demo^ 
strati ons^'j addressed a meeting of about 175 people at the Hillel 

(continued on next page) 
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Foundation on the University of Wisconsin campus ( date not given ) 
concerning " Scope and Significance of 'Southern Students Sit Ins." He 
was sponsored by the American Civil Liberties Union . He was reported 
as stressing the value of passive resistance and as saying f "We are 
not trying to defeat those who oppose us f because then we would have 
a duplication of the inequalities 3 we want love and brotherhood ." He 
was also reported as strongly endorsing " the Hay 17th demonstration 
planned at the university and pickets of Madison chain stores which 
practiced segregation in the South." 

Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MI letter 5-27-60 (cc to MO) 

Re: Negro Students Sit-Down Strikes 
Racial Matters 
157-6-30-3 end. p .2 

( 11 )/ 


A letterhead memo indicated that the 4-7-60 issue of the 
■ Alabama Journal" stated that Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy had arrived in 
Accraj Ghana,, to attend a conference of Nonviolence Positive Action for 
the Security of Africa . Abernathy was scheduled to report on recent 
student anti-segregation demonstrations in the South. 

The memo also set out information contained in the 4-26-60 
issue of the "Mobile Press." The article reported that Alabama 
Governor John M. Patterson planned to file a libel suit against the 
NY Times" and four Negro integration leaders because of an advertise- 
ment criticising the handling of Alabama racial problems, published in 
the Times on 3-29-60. Patterson stated that he would file the suit 
in the State Court as an individual and had not decided as to the amount 
of damages to be sought. One of the four racial leaders was Rev. Raloh 
D. Abernathy . * 


„„„ ^ >fle ari 'i c l e further disclosed that because of this ad, three 
$ 500,000.00 libel suits against the "Times" and the four Negroes had 
already been filed by Montgomery Mayor Earl D. James and Montqomeru 
City Commissioners L. B. Sullivan and Frank W. Parks . 


rn 

■j\.‘ 
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Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO letter 5-2-60 ( MO 100-1460 ; 

BH 100-3080) 

Re: Racial Situation Mobile Divis\ 
157-4^61-6 end. p.1,4 


SI par. 3 above 

44-0- A "The Evening Star" 1-31-61 
(1)1/ Washington, D.C. 


on 
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A letterhead memo advised that in June , 1960 , a highly 
confidential source, who had furnished reliable information in the 
past , and whose identity could not be revealed (documentation 
anonymous ), advised the followings 


The Committee to Defend Martin Luther King , Jr, and the 
Struggle for Freedom in the South and SCLC Student Defense Fund in a 
combined appeal solicited funds from the Soviet Embassy, the 
Czechoslovak Embassy and the Rumanian Legation, all in Washington, D.C. 
These organizations appealed for assistance in defending the Southern 
Negroes who were daily risking their careers and facing jail terms and 
death in their struggle to make the US truly democratic , 


Source stated that requests for contributions were made under 
six names with titles, including Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy, Treasurer, 
Voting and Registration Crusade, SCLC, 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
WFO letter 6-26-60 (cc's to AT, B3, 

and MO) 

Re: Committee To Defend Martin Luther 
King, Jr, and The Struggle for 
Freedom in the South / Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
Student Defense Fund 

IS-C 


100-433547-1 p,3,5 and encl . p.2 

( 3 ) 1 / 

According to a letterhead memo ^^^^^ ^ ^ 

Montgomery, Ala, PD, advised that just prio^toth^open\n^o^pui 
schools in September, 1960, a rumor of very unreliable origin was 
circulated that an attempt would be made to n integrate ” a school in 
Montgomery currently attended by white students only. He stated that 
he felt there would be no such attempt made at any white school in or 
near Montgomery, He related that Rev, Ralph Abernathy , made a public 
statement that no school integration attempt would be made at Montgomery 
in the fall of 1960, He continued that Abernathy was still hopeful 
that the Montgomery School Board would soon devise a plan designed to 
implement the Supreme Court’s school integration decision. 


r 


ONF^ENi 



Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO letter 9-28-60 (MO 44-439 J 

toUfi 0 l&ltiii U, ‘ U ° n ’ *° nt 9°™ r V, Ala 

Tot? 1 - 13 encl - 

157-4—61— 12 encl » p»l 


ita 

s 



r 


- 32 - 


i 




.J 


( 




id memo disclosed that | 

advised that the SCLC was held tin Shreveport, 

on 2O/ZZ-Z3/60, at various Negro churches and was called " Freedom 
Sally. 1 * Informant stated that dr. Ralph Abernathy appeared on the 
program for 10-12-60 as giving a financial appeal. [Details of meet- 
ing set out) 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
NO airtel 10-20-60 
Re: SC LO 

United Christian Movement 
Racial Matters 
100-427079-5 encl. p.3 

(10) s 


"The Times Picayune ", New Orleans , La., dated 11-26-60 set 
out an article captioned, "Racial Leaders Address Rally." The article 
indicated that Rev. Ralph Abernathy , president of MIA, was one of the 
speakers at a meeting on Friday night in the union Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, New Orleans. The speakers stated that 
direct nonviolent action to promote brotherhood and good will were 
among the underlying factors of the Congress of Racial Equality. 
Abernathy stressed the importance of the bus boycott (details set out). 



157-4-23- A "The Times Picayune" 

(l0)>/ New Orleans, La., 11-26-60 
31 100-225892-157 end 

( 9 )\ 

confi- 
dential source [racial), pro- 
tect identity , who had furnished 
reliable information in the 

past) 
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<rence to above, a letterhead memo indicated that the 
12-9-60 issue of the "Alabama Journal" reported that Rev. Ralph D. 
Abernathy , in a speech at the Institute on 12-6-60, Urged Negroes to 
stay out of stores and areas which disrespected them, urged Montgomery 
to hire Negro policemen and firemen ; and recommended that a bi-racial 
committee be established with Negroes naming their own representatives 
to seek racial harmony. 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
MO letter 12-30-60 (MO 100-1460, 

cc to BE) 

Re: Racial Situation, Mobile 

Division 

157-6-61-43 end. p.4 
( 6 )^' 

SI 157-6-61-40 end ("Alabama Journal" 
( S) ] A2-5-60 - potential speaker) 

(MO 44-439) 


A letterhead memo set out information contained in the 1-3-61 
issue of the "Richmond Times Dispatch ,r , Richmond, 7a., concerning a 
Negro demonstration in front of the Prince Edward County Court House 
Farmville, Va. on 1-2-61 to re-open the public schools. * 

The article stated that the demonstration wa 3 called at the 
cZose of a 7 hour rally which featured 15 speakers, including Dr. Ralph 
Abernathy, president of MIA. * H 


The article continued that the leaders of the "Pilgrimage 
for free public school education", sponsored by the Virginia Christian 
Leadership Conference and the Prince Edward Christian Association 

hUdhlln H.Jt t he u n i X tJ tep in J he legal S ight t0 re-open the schools 
had been decided, but they would not disclose the plans. 


Above letterhead memo enclosed 
RE letter 1-30-61 
Re: Racial Situation, State of 

Virginia, Richmond Division 
Racial Matters 
157-6-41-157 end. p.4 
(u) i^ 
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rhead memo 3et out the following information: 

The n Birmingham News", Birmingham , Ala,, for 1-12-61 printed 
a story captioned, n Negro Admission Into U,A, Predicted n , which wa3 
datelined Montgomery , It indicated that Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy , 
Montgomery Negro leader, had predicted that Negro students soon would 
seek admission to the University of Alabama in response to a recommenda- 
tion be made the previous month to the MIA, He stated that he had no 
specific individuals in mind. 

The article further stated that Rev, Abernathy made a speech 
on 12-8-60 to the MIA at which time he urged Negroes to ,f 3 top spending 
large sums of money to go out of the State to receive training , ,, n and 
to make use of the opportunity to enter the University of Alabama which 
was opened to them several years previously through the Autherine Lucy 
case. 



Above letterhead memo enclosed 
BE letter 1-18-61 (BE 100-3080, 

157-31; MO 100-1460) 
Re: Racial Situation, Birmingham 
Division 
Racial Matters 
157-4-4-8 end, p,l 

(6) ^' 

indicated that 


A letterhead memo dated 5-5-61 

advised on 5-2-61 that some people Tn the Washington, D.C., 

area had received letters with the return address of 584 Alfred Rd,, 
N,W,, Atlanta 18, Oa , These letters enclosed a petition addressed to 
President John F, Kennedy requesting presidential clemency for Carl 
Braden to n reaffirm the position of the Federal Government supporting 
peaceful and orderly integration in the South, n One of the signers of 
this petition was Rev, Ralph D, Abernathy , 




Above letterhead memo enclosed 
WFO letter 5-5-61 (cc’s to BE, AT, 

a nd MO) 

£)C Be: ■■■■H 

SM-C 

100-388425-98 p,2 
( 5 ) 0 ^ 

SI 100-388425—100 (Source not clear; 
(5)u^ copy of petition set out) 
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Montgomery , Ala. PD, 

advised tfia^^^^annual board meeting** "of the SCLC would be held on 
infe 5/10-11/61. flHIV stated that this was publicly announced by the press 
in Atlanta , Ga ., recently by an SCLC officer. He also indicated that 
B alph Abernathy , president of MIA , would be " host n to the meeting. 
r further advised that there was no immediately known connection 
'tween this meeting and the bus station demonstrations being staged 
by COBS * during this period. 


in Atl 

betwee 


Decoded copy of MO teletype 5-10-61 
Be: Social Situation, Montgomery, 
Ala . 

157-6-61-52 

(n)y 


* Committee on Racial Equality 
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iF£R£NC£S NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 


The following references were not available during the 
time this summary was being prepared . 


Refe rence 

100-135-61- A "Washington City 

News Service" 1-1-57 
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to get steaks sent to the room for the group arriving and 
for three or four local indivldual^jh^rere accompanying 

Identities HHIHHHv dld not know, 
stated they all checked out on the morning of 
He stated that reservations were juide for 
this group in the name of Reverend CURTIS JACKSON, Shiloh 

1st Church, Orlando; telephone SArden 2~3CC.2-.---^3w < 

advised that there was nothing of an unusual 
occurence in connection with KING staying at this hotel 
except that a police sergeant was stationed outsid 
301 and 303 all the time KING was in his room, 
stated there was no record of any long distance calls by 
any member of this group. Two local calls were charged tc- 
Room 301 on March 6, 1964, one to CHerry 1-4531 (listed to 
Delta Air Lines) and one to GArden 4-4511 (listed to Eastern 
Air Lines) . 

WMmmm Herndon Municipal Airport, Orla^o 
advised on March 7, 1964, that KING and his group left Orlando 
at 9:00 a.m. that date aboard Delta Air Lines flight 742, 
scheduled to arrive Atlanta, Georgia, at 10:50 a.m. 

The daily newspaper "Orlando Evening Star" of 
March 5, 1964, carried the following article: 

"King Due In Orlando Tomorrow 

"Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, is scheduled to be in 
Orlando tomorrow for an all-day workshop followed by a mass 
meeting tomorrow night at Tinker Field. 


"The Rev. CURTIS JACKSON, pastor of the Shiloh 
Baptist Church at W. Jackson and Terry Streets, who is area 
president of the SCLC, said the workshop will be held at the 
church with registration at 9 a.m. and sessions from 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 5 p.m. 

"He said some 200 Negro ministers from throughout 
Florida are expected to attend. 


"The mass meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. If the 
weather is threatening, it will be moved from Tinker Field 
to the Central Florida Fair's new air-conditioned Exposition 
Hall on the fairgrounds on V. Livingston, Rev. JACKSON said. 








Mari it. £i5evj. 

"Purpose of the meeting is to acquaint the Florida 
ministerial leadership with plans to perfect the freedom 
program throughout the state, according to the local 
minister who also has announced his candidacy for Orlando 
City Council." 

The "Orlando Evening Star" of March 6, 1964, carried 
the following: 

"Integration Effort Unity Urged Here 

"Forty Negro church pastors and others from over the 
state heard an appeal for unity in integration efforts in 
the morning session of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference meeting at the Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church. 

"Principal speakers at an all-day workshop, which 
has the goal of forming a state affiliate with the national 
conference, were the Rev. C. T. VIVIAN, Atlanta, head of the 
conference's affiliate program, and Mrs. DOROTHY COTTON, 
director of citizen education of the conference. 

"Rev. VIVIAN tbld the audience, which included two 
young white men and two young white girls Identified as 
Florida State University students, that the conference will 
'have to organize every little county if we're going to bring 
about the freedom we all seek.' 

"Commenting on the civil rights bill, now before 
the Senate after having passed the House, VIVIAN said that 
episodes of violence in Birmingham brought the measure 'from 
the bottom of the agenda to the top... and we are going to see 
that the bill is not Just on the books but a bill in fact.' 

"Mrs. COTTON said that the conference has the grand 
goal of integrating the American Negro into all aspects of 
American life and urged participation in the conference's 
citizen education program. 

"Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, president of the conference, 
is scheduled to address a public meeting at 7:30 p.m, today 
at Tinker Field. In case of inclement weather, the rally 
will be at Exhibition Hall on the fairgrounds." 
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MARTIN LOgggB KING, 


JR. 



The daily newspaper, "Orlando Sentinel" of March If, 
1964, carried the following: 

"2,000 Hear King Push Mix 'Now 1 

"Braving chilling winds and temperatures in the 50*s 
about 2,000 Negroes with a gprinKl iV g g of whites filed int o 
Tinker Field grandstand last night to hear Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., make another of his fiery speeches for 'integration 
now. ' 


"The non-violent action proponent repeated many 
of the statements he had made earlier in the day to a group 
of Negro pastors from all over Florida and added advice as to 
what the Negro must do to bring about total immediate 
integration. 

"KING and earlier speakers urged the Negro to 
exercise his right to vote. He told of the difficulties 
encountered by the Negro attempting to register in some areas, 
but said in other places the Negro failed to register merely 
because of 'complacency, indifference and laziness. ' 

"Rapping sharply at office holders who KING said 
were avowed segregationists, he told his audience, 'There is 
no reason for Florida to have a governor or senators who 
are segregationists. ' 

"One of the speakers, who also presided over the 
rally, was the Rev. CURTIS J. JACKSON, a candidate for Orlando 
City Commission who asked for the support of both Negro and 
'liberal white' voters. 

"KING, who received a standing ovation as he came 
out on the Infield, opened his talk with the statement that 
the 'wind of change is sweeping out an old order and sweeping 
in a new order in America.' He said, 'in spite of loud noises 
from places such as Alabama and Mississippi, segregation is 
on its deathbed and the only thing left to be seen is bow 
expensive its funeral is going to be made by segregationists. ' 

"He told his Negro listeners that they had a number 
of challenges to meet and among these is One to make full 
and constructive use of the freedom they possess. 



MAtiXit. LTCtc'Eft KINS, JR. 






"He said they must develop a strong action program 
to get rid of segregation and to destroy the 'mjrtbs* 
that time will solve desegregation problems, and that desegre- 
gation cannot achieved by legislation* He said action will 
solve the problem and legislation may not be capable of 
abolishing prejudices, but it can end segregation. 'Law,* 
he said, ’can't make a man love me, but it can keep him from 
lynching me* ' 

"A Florida affilitate of the Southern Christian 
Leaders Conference was formed as the result of a conference 
workshop conducted yesterday at the Shiloh Baptist Church. 

The action ties together seven independent local affilitate 
in the state, including one in Orlando, and is expected to 
be the keystone for addition additional units. 

"Highlight of the workshop was an address by KING, 
SCLC president, who predicted that the 8CLC's 110 affiliates 
will grow to 250 by the end of 1964. 

"He referred to the civil rights bill, now before 
the Senate after having been passed by the House, and urged 
that Southern Senators opposing the bill be 'exposed. ' 

"KING said *1 prefer no bill at all if they 
eliminate the public accommodations and equal employment 
opportunities provisions. *' 

"Turning to elections, KING said that President 
JOHNSON, 'who is almost certain to be nominated by his party, * 
has got to be 'watched a little longer to see what he will 
do when a (civil rights) crisis comes. ' However, he added, 
'President JOHNSON has much political sagacity — he knows 
he must have the Negro vote. ' 

"KING said that nearly one half million new Negro 
voters have been registered in the past 18 months, he expected 
another 3001,000 to be registered "in the next few months. ' 

"In other workshop matters, the Bev. C. K. 

STEELE, Tallahassee pastor and SCLC vice president, maid that 
a protest march on Tallahassee will be held March 27 against 
the state's 'slow haste' in integrating public facilities 
and against participation by Florida senators in the expected 
filibuster over the civil rights bill." 

This document contains neither — 5 — StiSSK* 

recommendations nor conclusions of 
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND 


c , .. . Southern Patriot, " a monthly publication, 
snows that it is published by the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC, (SCEF) 


The Southern Patriot" was cited as an "organ" 
of the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE (SCHW) by 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592 
on the SCHW, June 12, 1947 . * ^ ' 

The SCHW was cited as a communist front by the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592. 
June 16, 1947 . begla§sif{ed by 

A ... ttUuLSP 

An amendment to the charter of the SCHW changed 
the name of that organization to the SCEF, and listed its* 
purpose as being to improve the educational and cultural 
standards of the Southern people in accordance with the 
hignest American democratic institutions, traditions, 
and ideals. The amendment was dated April 26, 1946. 


A second source, who is familiar with some phases 
of Communist Party activity in the New Orleans area, advised 
on May 27, 1963 , that during the time the SCHW was in 
existence. Communist Party 7 CP) members were members of 
ana worked actively in the SCHW. However, since the formation 
of the SCEF, rank and file CP members have not been 
encouraged to work in thb SCEF. The source stated that the 
SCEF is a progressive, liberal organization, which he 
considers a CP front organization because it has gone 
along with the Communist /arty on certain issues, particularly 
on the racial question.A^ 


in the 


On May 27 , 1963 , th e second source advised that 
aawiMias corisidered 

°f y the SCEF, to be a Communist, if not 
an actual Communist Party member, because. he/followed , 

CONF^NTIAL' gj 
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The second source also advised on May ZJ, 1963# 
that many people who are officials and members of the SCEFi 
while liberal in their views, are by no means communists j\ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
September 24, 1964 


Title RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 

Character 

* 

Reference Letterhead memorandum 

dated September 24, 1964, at 
Atlanta, Georgia, captioned 
as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose Identities 
are concealed In referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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BIA205 637P EST NOV *20 64 AB1S2 ' L» — = 

A LLJ201 PD 8 EXTRA FAX ATLANTA GA 20 555P EST 
^XEDGfR HOOVER, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASH DC y~f 

AS A PERSONAL FRIEND AND THE CLOSEST ASSOCIATE OF DR. KING 

BEFORE AND SINCE THE MOVEMENT IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA IN 1955, 

I DEEPLY REGRET THE FACT THAT YOU SAW FIT TO MAKE SUCH AN UNTRUE 

STATEMENT AGAINST SUCH A NOBLE CITI2EN. YOUR ATTACK WAS NOT 

* 

UPON HIS CHARACTER, WHICH IS WELL ESTABLISHED . AND FAR ABOVE 




.5 NOV 25 1964 


GAVE ENCOURAGEMENT TO LUNITIC FRINGE AND SEGREgfiiffijjST WHO 

WISH NOT TO ABIDE BY THE LAWS OF THIS LAND. IT MIGHT INTEREST 

YOU TO KNOW. THA^,YOU ARE NOW BEING QUOTED IN KLAN RALLIES, 

CITIZEN COUNCIL MEETING AND OTHERS WHICH ARE SEEKING TO DESTROY 

OUR GREAT NATION Af U) - EMBARRASS AMERICA IN THE EYES # OF THE NATION 

MU MOHR FOR THE DIRECTOR I ^ ^ A)V /' 


\£joJ 
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AND WORLD. I PERSONALLY CALL UPON YOU TO RISE TO THE HjfGHT 
OF TRUE GREATNESS AND RETRACT YOUR STATEMENT AGAINST DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR 

RALPH D ABERNATHY TREASURER SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE AND PASTOR WEST HUNTER STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
( 32 ). 



I 


( 


4 


BERNARDS. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1135 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., DC)' 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 * * 


Serial T pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives « 
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Transmit the following 

7-13- 9SI_ 

airtel 


3/26/65 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 

REGISTERED 


( Priority ) 


^SSlFr 


bit HtvEuwL SIDE FOR 
ADD. DISSEMINATION. 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: .SAC, DETROIT (157-874) (P) 

RALPfl-ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Agency G-2, ONI, OSI, CR D 

Date Forw.....M* ll.;.1S65., 

How Forw 13 ... . 


Re Atlanta airtel to Bureau dated 3/5/65. / Room 328 R g 

7 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies and 
for Atlanta two copies of a LHM relating to information 
set forth in referenced airtel. 

Sources utilized in LHM are as follows: 


fcic- 


Detroit will follow and report activities of the "ROSA 
PARKS affair". 

The following Detroit area confidential informants were 
contacted durin g March. 1965. with negative re sults 
concerning 


55 

a? ry- Bureau (Enc. 8)(RM) 

^ 2 - Atlanta (Enc. 2)(RM) 

5 3 - Detroit^ 

7 1 -IWsSlF^* 1 


\\ «1H H,t? 



RECr40 . ^ /- 


p 


.17 MAR 27 1965 








DB 157-874 


The enclosed KAM has been classified SECBBT b4ci$fft it. 
contain* information from a highly sennit ire source with, 
respect to the racial situation in the Atlanta, Ga. , area, 
It is felt this classification is necessary in order not 
to Jeopardize the valuable position of the informant in 
furnishing information of this nature. 
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c 




Re: Ralph Abernathy 


Ro£a-T>arks as being very active in promoting civil rights 
wic- s and as the individua^wh^SDarked the bus boycott in 
^7^ ^Montgomery , Alabam^C farther stated that the wife 

7 '©^Martin LutheE^fckig, Jr. » President of the SCLC, And Ralph 
^^-i-'Anernathy will— TSe present at the Rosa Parks affair. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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F3I INDAPOLS ^ 

HOO HOLD FOR^TVO 

105 PM ESl/URGENT 4-2-65 

/ 

TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA 
FROM INDIANAPOLIS (157-1) IP 

O 

DR. RALPH ABERNATHY, RACIAL MATTERS. I NDIANAPOLI 

DIVISION.'*' 

\C 

RACIAL .SOURCE ADVISED A30VE INDIVIDUALS TO HOLD CONFERENCE WITH 
REV. ANDREW" j . BROWN, NEGRO MINISTER, ST. JOHNS MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. MELTING WILL BE PUBLIC AND HELD APRIL TWO AT THE CHURCH. 
BROWN IS THEVPRESIDENT OF INDIANAPOLIS SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE . CISAC 
REPORT IS BOTH ARE PAVING WAY FOR AN APPEARANCE OF REV. M. L. XIJ 
IN INDIANAPOLIS AT LATER DATE. 

ADVISED ISAC WOULD PROBABLY BE A CHAPTER OF SLCC. 

IC AND PD AWARE. ' 

ATLANTA ADVISE INDIANAPOLIS IF INDICES ADVERSE TO BOTH 

INDIVIDUALS AND IF CHARACTERIZATION AVAILABLE AS INDIANAPOLIS 

* ♦ 

PREPARING LHM . LHM WILL BE SUBMITTED AFTER RECEIPT OF ATLANTA It 

*• / 

ATLANTA ADVISED..' 

END 
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Date: 

4/5/65 

Transmit the following in 




A IRTBL 


(Type in plaintext 

or code) 


(Priority) 


to: 

FROM: 


M 

l ABSkS 


yHRECTOR, FBI 

bSAC, DETROIT (157-874) (R0C) 


RALPH AWkNATHY 

RACIAL MATTERS ^ 

Re Atlanta and Detroit airtels, dated 3/5 and 3/26/ 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and Atlanta are eight copies 
and two copies respectively of LHM relating to the appearance 
of RALPH ABERNATHY in Detroit on 4/3/65. 

One copy of LHM being furnished to G-2, Detroit and 
furnished Secret Service , Detroit. 


3/- Bureau (Bnc. 8) 

Si - Atlanta (Enc. 2) 
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FEDEHAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Detroit, Michigan 
t «. AprilS „ 1965 



Ralph Abernathy 




"The Detroit Free Press", a Detroit- daily metropolitan 
newspaper of general circulation, in its issue of April 4, 1965, 
on page 8A contained an article captioned, ”800 F<ete Mother of 
Negro Revolt". In part, this article stated that more than 800 a 
persons gathered in Cob© Hall Saturday bight to pay tribute 
to a Negro seamstress, Mrs. Rosa LouigeTParks, "the mother of the" 
Negrcr-Revolt~"T — KrST'Parks , 51, a graduate of the Alabama . State 
Teachers College, touched off a Negro boycott of the Montgomery, V 
Alal.av.ia bus system in 195p when she wa s refusing to 

mo-n o the back of a bps. Mrs. Coretfa^scot^EvKing , wife o^ 
c.vil rights leader, Drl _ Mart in Lu therfe^l^a^Jr.. f was the speaker 
at the $10.00 a plate dinner. Proce^b/of the dinner will go 
to Mrs. Parks. 




Vi tv I : 1 ‘ ' L *' ' 

The audience included many prominent local, national,' 
church, community and labor leaders. 

"The Detroit News", a Detroit daily metropolitan 
newspaper of general circulation, in its issue of April 4, 1965, 
on page two contained an article captioned, "Dr. King’s Wife 
Here, Dares 5,000 - Student Protest Plan". This article in 
part went cn to state that the nation's colleges will be asked 
soon by Dr. Martin Luther King t© each "adopt" one of the 120 
highly segregated southern counties for a massive civil rights 
campaign this summer. This article further stated that Mrs. 

King came here from her Atlanta home with Reverend Ralph 
Abernathy, a King lieutenant in the Southern Christian Leadership 
[Council (SCLC) to speak at a Cobo Hall testimonial for Mrs. 

[Rosa Lee Parks . 



tic advised the above-mentioned affair beld at Cobo Hall, Detroit, 
\?\0 on April 3, 1965, occurred without incident, picketing or any 
disturbance of any nature. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the 
property of the Federal Bureau ©f Investigation and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency; 
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SUPPLEMENTAL CORRELATION SUMMARY 
(See Correlation Summary, dated 7/13/61, filed as 100-442706-X) 


Main File No: 100-442706 

Subject: Rev. Ralph Davi</^bernathy 

All logical variations of subject's name 
and identical references were found as: 

\ I Ralph David Abernathy 
'/ Ope Abernathy 

/ D. Abernathy iLL information coNTATRrr 

j h 0. ^Abernathy herein is unclassified 

/ l . Ralph^Abernathy except where shown 

/ { OTHStWI SK 


Date: 5-3-65 
Date Searched: 


12/3/64 


and aliases were searched 


| /Ralph B.^kbernathy 
I /Ralph C. ‘-'Abernathy 
IJ Ralph D.Gkftbernathy 
I k-^ialph 0 .©Abernathy 
\J i\ RalphQVbernethy 
J \ Ralph D.©Abernethy 


This is a summary of information obtained from a review of 
all "see" references to the subject in Bureau files under the names 
and aliases listed above. All references under the above names 
containing data identical with the subject have been included except 
any indicated at the end of this summary under the heading REFERENCES 
NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY. 

This summary is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
information set out in each reference. In many cases the original 
serial will contain the information in much more detail. 


THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF 
GOVERNMENT - ™ TS NUT EUTEABEETFUIT DJL S SEMIN ATl'ON 1 . 7^ 
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Additional information appearing 
in this reference which pertains 
to Ralph David Abernathy may be 
found in the main file or else- 
where in this summary. 

Labor Youth League 


SCLC 


Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference 
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o 



fclC, 

te advised that in 1957 she received a pamphTe^T^^ffl^^^Srgij^" 
Commission on Education, 220 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter St., 

SH, Atlanta, Ga., that referred to the Highlander Polk School 
(61-7511). This pamphlet pictured Martin Luther King and Rev. Abernathy 
as among those who had attended this school from 8/30/57 to 9/2/57, 
at Mont eagle, Tenn . 


61 - 7511-281 

(239 



(Copy of petition enclosed) 
10Q^334 1 9-3 2 end. p.l 


Bureau memo, dated 5/ 22/61, captioned "Congress of Racial 
Equality Freedom Ride, 1961” (100-225892) made reference to a request 
by the Director for a summary on Ralph D. Abernathy and others. Brief 
summaries set out. By letter dated 5/23/61 a summary on Abernathy 
was forwarded to the AG, 


100-225892-365 Summary 
(177 5/22/61 


On '6/21/61, | 
among other articles, 



t-page 


(62-99405) made available, 
names showing "arrest records" 


of persons arrested in connection with the activities of the "Freedom 
Riders." The 4th page of this document was a list of names headed 
"Sheriffs Office, Montgomery, Alabama." Appearing on this page was 
the name of Ralph David Abernathy with the number 11939 and the date 
5/25/61. 
said that 


o^^^oh 

ADbrnat 


_ pointed out the name of Abernathy on this list and 
rnathy was known by him to have moved to Montgomery, Ala, 
about the same time that Martin Luther King took up residence there'. 


tnc 

3 


Copy of "arrest records" enclosed 
62-99405-174 p.3, end. p.7 

(22 y 









100-367343-70 p.2 


„ „T he "National Guardian” dated 7/3/61, carried an article 
entitled. American Group Will Attend Japan Anti-Bomb Conference. 0 
This article concerned various Americans who had been invited to 
attend the 7th Annual Conference of the Japan Council Against the 
A andH Bombs, that was to be held in Hiroshima, Japan, from 8/6 to 
0 / 14 / 61 . The Provisional Committee for Cooperation With the Japan 
Council Against the A and H Bomb (100-435680) was formed to raise 
money to send delegates to the conference. Ralph D. Abernathy was 
one of those invited, but was unable to attend because of prior 
commitments. 


100-435680-2 end. p.3 

SI 105-62469-A "National 
(1 Guardian" 7/3/61 




Reference was made to a memo, dated 7/7/61, from the AAG, 
Civil Rights Division, which requested the Bureau to interview Rev. 
Ralph D. Abernathy regarding his knowledge of discriminatory practices 
at the Dannelly Field Airport, Montgomery, Ala. On 7/14/61 Abernathy 
aovised that in the past he had been ordered from the white waiting 
room and told not to use the water fountain marked "White Only" at 
this airport. Interview set out. 


(2 Jf 394 " 16 P* 1 ’ 6 ' 8 

SI 157-394-9 
(15K 


Mobile airtel, dated 10/24/61, captioned "Mass Voting 
Campaign in Southern States-Racial Matter" (157-446) enclosed a 
clipping from the "Montgomery Advertiser," dated 10/21/61. This 
clipping entitled "Defeat of »Anti-Negro» Candidates Goal of 
Registration Drive, Abernathy Says," quoted Abernathy relative to a 
Negro voter registration drive in Montgomery, Ala. 



\ ft * 

l Ml 


157-446-6 

(19f 
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CONFjfeNTIAL 



An SCLC (100-438794) newsletter, dated February 1962, showed 
a photograph of a group of individuals at a banquet held in conjunction 
with the SCLC citizenship training session at Dorchester, to.., from 
1/15 to 1/20/62. Among those identified in this photograpn was Ralph 
Abernathy, Treasurer of the SCLC. 

100-438794-157 end. p.2 

(5^ 





Atlanta airtel, dated 6/6/62, captioned "Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference-Racial Matters," (157-632), enclosed a letter- 
head memo dated 6/6/62. This memo revealed that on 6/6/62, Harry 
Bellafonte and a group of 8 other Negroes which included Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy, Martin Luther King and their wives, attempted to enter 
the Kings Inn Restaurant, Atlanta, Ga. They were stopped by the 
hostess who told them they could not be served. Jay Sarno, part 
owner of the Atlanta Cabana Motor Hotel from which company the Kings 
Inn Restaurant was leased, invited the group to have lunch in his 
offices . 


157-632-17 end. p.l 

(IS* 

SI 157-632-14 

(1# 


The Washington Capital News Service release dated 1/7/63, 
revealed that the Supreme Court had granted hearings to "The NY Times" 
and four Negro clergymen who had contested a $500,000 libel judgement 
returned in 1960 by a Montgomery, Ala. , jury in favor of Police 
Commissioner L. B. Sullivan. The clergymen. Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
and Rev. S. S. Seay, Jr. of Montgomery, Rev. F, L. Shuttlesworth of 
Birmingham, and J. E. Lowery of Nashville, Tenn., in their petition, 
asserted their civil rights had been violated. The lawsuit was 


\ \ « v? !- { 
w 2 j 


lj(([JTIAl 


(continued) 
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t 


(; 




(continued) 



brought by Montgomery City officials because of an advertisement which 
the "Times" ran on 3/29/60. The advertisement was signed by the four 
above named defendants and 80 prominent persons. 

44-0-A Washington Capital News 
(3^ Service 1/7/63 


"The Herald," a. weekly Negro publication, dated 1/19/63* 
at Savannah, Ga., carried an article and a group photograph including 
Martin Luther King. Along with King in this photograph were Rev. 
Ralph Abernathy and others from the SCLC. The group was photographed 
at the Savannah air terminal while enroute to Midway, Ga., for a 
special 1963 planning conference. 


100-358916-230 

(40- 


The "PW, " dated 3/30/63 r carried an article entitled 
"Mine-Mill Opens War On Job Insecurity." This article revealed 
that Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy was one of the speakers at the 70th 
convention of the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers (100-108199) held in Denver, Colo., the previous week. 
Abernathy stated that the anti-Negro forces were also anti-labor 
forces and he outlined the goals of the Negroes. 

100-108199-A "PW M 3/30/63 
(19*" 


Birmingham report, dated 5/24/63, captioned "Unknown Subjects; 
Bombing of theGa^oi^Iate^^irminaham, Ala.. 5/n/63" (157-881), 
revealed that Gaston Motel, furnished the bl C 

registration -cards ror me motel on the night of 5/11 and 5/12/63. 

These cards revealed that Room #30 was occupied by Dr. Martin Luther 
King and Rev. R. Abernathy, 334 Auburn Ave., Atlanta, Ga. They had 
arrived on 5/2/63. 


(continued) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


(continued) 

On 5/16/63, King advised that he and Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
had rooms # 29 and 30 rented on the night of 5/11/63. He stated 
that he had left Birmingham on the evening of 5/11/63 and was not 
there at the time of the bombing. 

It was noted that there was no indication that Abernathy 
was in Birmingham on the night of the bombing. 

157-881-241 p.41,55 

(1ST 


Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Rev. 
Ralph Abernathy would attend the funeral of Medgar Evers, slain 
NAACP leader, on 6/15/63. They intended to leave Jackson, Miss. , 
immediately after the funeral. 


b")C 


157-896-107 

.... (164— 


advised that Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. ; is 
and Rev. Ralph Abernathy presided over a pro-integration meeting v 

held at the St. Johns A.M.E. Church, 15 th St. and 7th Ave., North, 
Birmingham, Ala., on 7/29/63. Considerable discussion was devoted 
to the March on Washington, 8/28/63 (157-970) and all who were 
present at this meeting were encouraged to join this march. 


157-970-368 end. p.l 
( 16 ^ 


Commodore, NYC (protect^^H^rfy^^ePwl^B^iral^H^^lr^erMUig the 
28th International Convention of the United Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers of America (100-26912). At the morning session on 
9/10/63, the delegates were addressed by Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy 
of the SCLC . He "traced the struggle for freedom from Montgomery, 
Ala., to the Freedom March on Washington." 



100-26912-5491 p.10 

(isr 




CONFIDSflTIAL' 


m 




of a pr 



f Richmond, Ya.. PD, furnished a copv 
onvention of the Southern Christian 


* oi tug 7th Annua* ~ * V1 , *.*iw u via 10 iiau 

leadership Conference (157-632), held in Richmond, Va* , 9/24-27/63. 
This program set out the activities of Rev. Ralph D. Abernathv during 
t*iis convention. 


(Copy of program enclosed) 
157-632-49 end. 

(2tf 

SI 157-632-47 end. p.2 
(2ir - 


RKE 


RE: BtWftRD S. HZ V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NLFBER 76-1185 

samdfcj CHRISTIAN LEA DE RS H IP CCtTERENCE (S CUZ) 

V. CLARSJCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
avn, ACTION NUMBER 76-U86 

Infornaticm pulled fran this file meter court onter of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Snith, Jr., arri sent to 
National Archives. 




♦ 



100-43879 4-46 p.4-6 

(5-K 


RRE 


IST^n' ^ y- OAKENCE M. KELLEY, ET AX. 
•C. , D.C.) ervn, ACTION NUMBER 76-U8S 

Sa-BER, OMSTIAN U9EB6HXP CI1F-HDCB ISC 
V. OARSCE M. KELLEY, ET AL ms XT ? „ „ 
CIVIL ACTICN NIMBER 7S-1186 ' C " 

InfoBiBticn pulled fran «ii. 

U.S. UistrlctJudge ord< 

.National Archives Slttth ' Jr -' and set 


j.uu-106670-295 

ur 
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ONF^NTIAl 


RE: BERNARD S. I£E V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) am ACTION NLKBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCtJTEPENCE (SCT) 

V. CLARCXS M. KZLLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NIMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled fran this file under oourt order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Snith, Jr. f and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-433794-71 


Correlator’s Note: 
lead was followed. 


100-3-33-396 p.5 

No information was found to indicate the above 


advised that on 3/31/64, Martin Luther King, 

Ralph Abernathy and Clarence Jones conferred concerning routine affairs 
of the SCLC (100-438794) in NYC. 


(protect identity), advised that Jones was a member o 
a leader in the LYL in 1953 or 1954. 

100^438794-90 p.14 

i- v,.,U. <56^ 






1 


IJPE 


ENTIAU- 


in activities connected with the SCLC from 1/5/64 to 4/28/64. Contacts 
and discussions were had by Abernathy and King with Clarence Jones, 
Harry Wachtel, Bernard Lee, Wyatt T. Walker and Stanley Levison in 
matters concerning the SCLC. Some of these discussions concerned 
SCLC finances. 


(protect identity), advised that Jones was a member and leader of 
the LYL in late 1953 or early 1954. 


ee was King's assistant an November, 1963, according to 


SCLC 


It was noted that Walker was Executive Director of the 


100-106670-388 p.8,28,30, 

(4.18T 31.39,40 

SI 100-106670-364 p.8,29,31, 
(4<Tl8f 32.40,41 


SI 100-438794-95 p.3,13,14,16 
(5U9^(Add. info.) 


advised that on 6/16/64, Martin Luther King, 
Clarence JonesTandHarry Wachtel conferred about an article in a 
Newark, NJ. newspaper which had alleged past immoral conduct on 
the part of King and Ralph D. Abernathy. They discussed the 
possibility of taking legal action and King was advised against it. 

An anonymous source of the WFO revealed that Wachtel was 
Executive Vice-President of the Gandhi Society for Human Rights at 
15 East 40th St., NYC. _ ^ 

leaaer^f the LYL in 1953 or 1954. 




100-438794-126 p.6 
(19T 









meeting o 



“urnished information concerning a state-wide 
le Southern Christian Leadership Conference (157-632) 
held on 6/26/64, at the Norfolk^Arena, Norfolk, Va. In the absence 
of Rev. Ralph Abernathy, who%ad been expected to attend, the Offering 
was led”by Dr. Milton Reid, Regional Director, SCLC. 


157-632-65 end. p.4 

( 15 &" 

SI 157-632-64 end. p.2 
(15)' ("The Ledger Star,” 

Norfolk, Va. 6/24/64) 



100 - 106670-408 
(40- — * 




RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NtKEER 76-1185 

SCWIHERI CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CX^TERENCE (SOT) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELLEy, ET AL (LLS.O.C., D C 1 
CTVIL ACTION .VLMBER 76-1186 * 

Information pulled from this file under court outer of 
John « 2 


100-442529-25 end. p.2 

(5T 
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CONFlti&TiAl 

RRE 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLE Y, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER 76-1185 

SCUTCHED CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCNFERENCE (SCLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. XFT I 17/ , ETA L (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER 76-U86 

Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis anith, Jr., ard sent to 
National Archives. 


100-106620-462 end. p.l 
( 18 *" 


"The Crusader," the official publication for the Chatham 
County Crusade for Voters, an affiliate of the SCLC (100-438794), 
in its 8/27/64 issue, advised that the SCLC had decided to hold its 
annual convention in Savannah, Ga. The article set out the schedule 
for the convention that was to be held from 9/29 to 10/2/64. On 
9/30/64, the convention was to move to the ballroom of the Hotel 
De Soto, Savannah, for a banquet. Ralph Abernathy would act as 
toastmaster. (Article set out) 


RRE 


100-438794-139 

(9T 


RE: BERNARD S. LfE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C./ D.C.) CIVIL ACTICN NIMBER 76-1185 

SCXTIHEWJ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCNFEHENCE (SCLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER 76-U86 

Information pulled from this file urxter court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., ard sent to 
National Archives. 




RRE 


100-106670-4^3 enci. p.2 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER' 76-1185 

SCLLKEPN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCNFEFRJCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELi£Y , ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C ) 
CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER 76-1186 


Information p illed from this file under court order 
U.S. District Judge John Lewie Smith, Jr., and sent 
National Archives. ' 



100-44252 230 

(sr 
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FRE 


HE: BERNARD S. I2E V. OAFENCE M. “ “fi 

(uVs?d.c., d.c.) crm. action niuber 76 -uas 

SOJWEPN CHRISTIAN T£ADTCHIP ,^fPr ^ ( ff ’ 

V. OAFBKX M. KELLS*. CT At IU.S.O.C., -C.) 
CIVIL KCTICN SlUBER 76-1136 

■ Infornation pulled frcm this . f 1 Jf; . to 

Jr^strictJu^e John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 


7*W 

45JO 

45)I> 



100-442529-336 

(5V-“ 



The Baltimore ’’Evening Sun” 10/31/64, the "Baltimore 
News American," 10/31/64, and the Baltimore "Sunday Sun," H/l/64, 
revealed that on 10/3 1/64, Dr. Martin Luther King spoke at an 
affair-”- at the Masonic Temple, 1300 North Eutaw St., Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, Mayor Theodore Me Keldin and Rev. Marion C. 
Bascom of the Douglass Memorial Church in Baltimore, also appeared 
on the program. 


100-442529-360 end. p.l 

(ST 


Believed to be in connection with "getting out the vote" in the 
coming elections. 

RRE 




RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER 76-1185 

SCXOTERI CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCTTHIEJCE (3CLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTICCJ .‘TIMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., arri sent to 
National Archives. 


RE: 


BE3NAFD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


100-442529-361 

\®y 


SOOTED CHRISTIAN LEADERS H IP COt^TERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D C ) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1136 


Information pulled from this file under court order of 

H;f: Dl * t f^. Jud ^ Lewis anith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-438794-201 

isr' 
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CONFIRM 

HRE V 

RE: BERNARD S. HE V. CIAREJCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C . , D.C. ) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CC^TETHJCZ (3CIC) 

V. CArUJCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., ard sent to 

National Archives. 1 


100 - 106670-530 

(4^ 


The following references in the file captioned "Racial 
Matters -Segregation" set out information pertaining to Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy in the civil rights movement. 


DATE 

10/21/61 


11/2/61 


12 / 15 - 16/61 




TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


Abernathy reportedly moved from 
Montgomery, Ala., to Atlanta, Ga., 
where he was to be pastor of the 
Nest Hunter Baptist Church. ("Mobile 
Register" 10/18/61) 


157-6-61-69 encl.p.2 

(2 or 

SI to para. 1 
157-6-61-70 encl.p.l 
(20T 


Abernathy was quoted in reference to 
candidates who ran for office on an 
anti-Negro platform. ("Montgomery 
Advertiser" 10/21/61) 

A newspaper article entitled "Libel 157-6-4-A 
Seizure of Negroes Goods Upheld" "Washington Evening 

stated that Abernathy and other minis- Star" 11/2/61 
ters from Alabama had lost a suit filed (20-) 
by them seeking to nullify libel actions 
brought against them by Alabama author- 
ies. They had been found guilty of 
libel against these officials. 

Abernathy, Martin Luther King and 
Wvatt Walker arrived in Albany, Ga., 
on 12/15/61. 

On 12/16/61. Abernathy, King, and Dr. 

W. G. Anderson, head of the Albany 
Movement, led a civil rights demon- 
stration with the intention of 
praying before City Hall, Albany. 

They were arrested for parading with- 
out a license and were taken to the 
'Sumter County Jail, Americus, Ga. 

-14- 


157-6-2-232 x 

(^y 

SI 157-6-2-215 
(6CK 

SI 157-6-2-217 

W 

SI 157-6-2-220.X end 

p.l 

m 


(continued) 



(continued) 

MTS 

r 

tnc 

fe-U> 

L 

3/20/62 




CONFUENTIAL 


3 / 27 - 28/62 


i 

7/10/62 


r 


(lie 


fe1*> 


t 


7/11-12/62 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 



Abernathy spoke at the Negro First 
Baptist Church in Huntsville, Ala. 

He stated that if the Negroes were 
to be free, he'd have to free himself. 
("Mobile Register" 3/20/62) 

Abernathy, Martin Luther King^and 
others were traveling throughout 
the Fourth Congressional District 
of Virginia in connection with a 
voter registration drive. 



Abernathy and Martin Luther ICing 
were scheduled to appear in Recorder’s 
Court, Albany, Ga., for judge's rule 
on a motion filed or sentencing if 
found guilty. Demonstrations were 
expected if they were found guilty. 

They were found guilty of parading 
without a license and obstructing 
sidewalk - , fined $178 or 45 days in 
.jail. They elected to serve sentenc e . 



On 7/11/62, approximately 75 Negroes 
marched in Albany, Ga., to protest 
jail sentences give^Abernath^and 
Ma rtin Luther King 

1 Albany tD) 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


157 - 6 - 61 - 8 5 
(20^ — 


157-6-41-352 
(12^ — 


157-6-2-429 

(Vf 

SI 157-6-2-395 

SI 157-6-2-415 
(64- 

SI 157-6-A 
"Washington Daily 
News" 7/11/62 

(&K 


157-6-2-438 end. 
p.1,4,5 

(64-" 

SI 157-6-2-420 
(64- 

SI 157-6-2-552x 

or 


(continued) 






i 






(continu^0|\|Fj^|\|T|AL 

DATE type OP INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


7/16/62 


r 

knc 

tnt> 


7/16/62 


On 7/11/62, Charles Joseph Jones, 

Field Secretary, Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee, addressed 
mass meeting. at Shiloh-Baotist Church, 
Albany, and said AG Kennedy would be 
contacted by telephone and "would 
have it put to him in such a way where 
he would have to come down and get 
King and Abernathy out of iail." 



On 7/12/62, an unknown person paid 
Abernathy's and King's fines and 
they were released fr om iail. 



Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
left Albany, Ga., and returned to 
Atlanta. They were scheduled to 
return to Albany on 7/16/62. 

(Bureau memo, 7/15/62) 

This reference set out information 
pertaining to the arrest on 12/16/6I, 
and the sentencing on 7/10/62, of 
Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
in Albany, Ga., for parading without 
a license and obstruction of the 
sidewalk. They were released on 
7/12/62, when an unknown person 
paid their fimTand they left Albany 
on 7/15/62, scheduled to return on 
7/16/62. Newspaper clipping entitled 
"Dr. King Departs; Albany Cooling?" 
from the "Atlanta Constitution" 
7/15/62, enclosed. (Bureau Memo 
7/16/62) 


157^6-2-439 

crT 

SI 157-6-2-427 

((rr 


157-6-2-443 p.1-3, 
end. 

(7<K 


(continued) 


ONFI^NTIAL- _ 16 _ I 




CONFlVkNTIAL 

(continued) 

date TYPE OP INFORMATION 


7/16/62 


7/17/62 


Newspaper article entitled "Dr. King 
Seeks Talks At Georgia Jailing Site." 
Dr. Martin Luther King and Abernathy 
were quoted as stating they hoped 
to achieve their objectives by 
negotiation in Albany, Ga. 


Abernathy addressed mass meetings 
of Albany Movement at Mt. Zion and 
Shiloh Churches, Albany, Ga., on 
7/16/62. 


r 

b"TC 

7/20/62 bib 


Abernathy left Albany on 


7/21/62 


L 



Abernathy, Martin .Luther King and 
others arrived in Albany. Ga. 

Albany , 

US Marshal was to serve Abernathy, 
Martin Luther King and others with 
restraining orders to prohibit their 
sponsoring, financing and encouraging 
unlawful picketing, congregating or 
boycotting the city of Albany, Ga. 
Restraining order was filed by Mayor 
Asa Kelly, Albany. (Atlanta teletype, 
7/21/62) 


7/21/62 US Marshal unable to serve restrain- 

ing order on Abernathy and Martin 
Luther King in Albany, Ga. (Atlanta 
teletype, 7/21/62) 

7/22/62 Abernathy, Martin Luther Kin g, and 

Dr. W. G. Andersen appeared at 
Albany, Ga., Police Department and 
were served injunction and restrain- 
ing orders by US Marshal . (Bureau 
memo, 7/22/62) 



REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-2-A 

"Washington Evening 
Star" 7/16/62 
. (10K 


157-6-2-457 

(7$ — 

SI 157-6-2-441 

(7^ 


157-6-2-565 

( 8 *) 


157-6-2-447 

(7-}~ 

SI 157-6-2-461 

(W- 


157-6-2-448 

( 7 ^ 


157-6 2-450 

or 


(continued) 




i 


CONFIDENTIAL 

(continued) 


DATE 


TYPE OP INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCE 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


7/22/62 


7/23/62 


7/23/62 


This reference set out information 157-6-2-503 end. 

pertaining to the activities of Abernathy p.1,3,5 

in Albany, Ga., in connection with (8Jf 

racial demonstrations from 7/20/62 to 

7/22/62. Attempts of US Marshal to 

serve injunction and restraining order 

on Abernathy were set out. (Atlanta 

airtel, 7/23/62, enclosing letterhead 

memo, 7/23/62) 


Abernathy spoke to mass meeting of the 
Albany Movement held at Shiloh Baptist 
Church, Albany, Ga. (Atlanta teletype, 
7/24/62) ** 9 


157-6-2-474 

( 79 "" 

SI 157-6-2-494 P.1,3 
( 8 ^ — 


The AG’s Office requested Abernathy 
and others named as defendants in the 
restraining order to determine if there 
had been a violation of the restraining 
order. (Director's notation) (Bureau 
memo, 7/23/62) 


157-6-2-477 

( 209 ^ 

SI 157-6-2-480 p.3 


V 


7/24/62 


kn c 
tnt> 


7/24/62 


Abernathy, Martin Luther King, and Dr. 
Tf. G. Anderson spoke at mass meetings 
held at Mt. Zion and Shiloh Churches, 
Albany, Ga. They urged those present 
to demonstrate since city nff-ida ls 

would not negotiate. 

Albanv 


157-6-2-482 p.l 
(7 r 

SI 157-6-2-505 p.4 

( 89 ^ 


The restraining order against integration 157-6-2-499 
groups and leaders such as Abernathy and (89" 

'Martin Luther King was stayed by US 
Court of Appeals For the Fifth Circuit 
Judge Elbert P. Tuttle. Negro leaders 
were proceeding to' Albany, Ga. for a 
mass meeting scheduled for 7/24/62. 

(Bureau memo, 7/24/62) 



(continued) 


^ONFID&TIAL' 


(continued) 
DATE 


TYPE OP INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


7/24/62 Signed statement of Ralph D. Abernathy 157-6-2-504 p.2,10,11 
was set out concerning restraining (2Qd^ 

order served on him on 7/21/62, at 
Albany, Ga., and the fact that he had 
abided by that order. Restraining 
order also set out. (Atlanta report, 

7/24/62) 


7/25/62 


This reference set out information 157-6-2-553 end. 

pertaining to the activities in Albany, p.l, 2 

Ga., of Abernathy. He appeared along (8$— 

with Martin Luther King and others at 

City Hall on 7/23/62, and offered to 

leave Albany if the City Commission 

agreed to meet with the Albany Movement 

leaders. He attended and spoke at 

meetings of the Albany Movement on 

7/23-24/62, at the Mt. Zion and Shiloh 

Churches in Albany. (Atlanta airtel, 

7/25/62, enclosing letterhead memo, 

7/25/62.) 


Abernathy, Martin Luther King, and W.G. 
Anderson were observed being escorted 
to Mt. Zion Church, Albany, Ga. 
(Atlanta teletype, 7/25/62) 


157 - 6 - 2-486 

(7<r 

SI 157-6-2-648 
(9T 


67C 

7/27/62 


Martin Luther King planned a mass 
meeting of the Albany Movement in 
Albany, Ga., which was to have 
been led by King and Abernathy; 
-however, a meeting on night of 7/24/62 
got out of hand and an unp lanned 
d emonstration t ook place. 



Ten individuals, including Abernathy, 
were arrested on charges of disorderly 
conduct for refusing to disperse by 
the Albany t Ga., PD. The group had 
asked permission to pray in front of 
City Hall, Albany, and they were 
doing this when asked to disperse. 
(Bureau memo, 7/27/62) 



157-6-2-489 

O r 


157-6-2-530 

OT' 

SI 157-6-2-544 p.1,2 
(3T 

SI 157-6-2-556 p.l 

or 

SI 157-6-2-567 end. 

P.l 
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( 8 r 

(continued) 


DATE TYPE OF INFORMATION 


8/10/62 



8/13/62 


8/14/62 


8/27/62 

cojfr 


On 8/10/62, wives of Abernathy, Martin 
Luther King, W. G. Anderson and Wyatt 
Tee Walker applied to Albany, Ga. City 
Manager for parade permits for "Mothers 
ancMfive^ParadeJ’ Permits were denied 

Albany PD.) 

W. G. Anderson announced women’s march 
led by the wives of Abernathy, King, 
Anderson and Walker, would take pla ce 
on 8/10/62. 

Albany 


Abernathy, W. G. Anderson, Martin 
Luther King, and Slater King received 
a fine of $200 and 60 days suspended 
sentence in Albany, Ga. They were 
arrested on 7/27/62, charged with 
obstructing the sidewalk, disorderly 
conduct and failure to obey an officer. 
(Bureau memo, 8/10/62) 


Abernathy and Martin Luther King had 
airline reservations to return to 
Albany, Ga., on 8/13/62. (Bureau 
memo, 8/13/62) 


Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
appeared at a meeting of 1500 Negroes 
at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Albany, Ga. 
(Bureau memo, 8/14/62) 

'Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
attended a meeting of the Albany 
Movement, at the home of Marion S. 

Page, Secretary of the Albany Move- 
ment, in Albany, Ga. (Atlanta 
teletype, 8/14/62) 

Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
arrived in Albany, Ga., 8/27/62. They 
both addressed mass meeting of the 
Albany Movement held at Shiloh Baptist 
Church, Albany. (Bureau memo, 8/28/62) 

idential 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157 - 6 - 2-618 

( 94 -— 

SI 157-6-2-644 

( 9 ^ 


15^ 6 - 2 - 629 


157-6-2-693 

(9*K 

SI 157-6-2-622 p.l 
(9 

157-6-2-707 

(9*-~ 


157-6-2-640 

(9^ 


157-6-2-756 


(continued) 



i 


o 



GONFID^TIAL 

(continued) 


DATE 

8/28/62 

8 / 30/62 


TYPE OP INFORMATION 


Abernathy left Albany, Ga., enroute 
to Atlanta, (Bureau memo, 8/29/62) 

Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
returned to Albany, Ga. (Bureau 
memo, 8/31/62) 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


157 - 6 - 2-768 

( 99 - 


157-6-2-775 
(SU — 


The Alabama Supreme Court upheld 157-6-61-A 

a $500,000 judgement against Abernathy, "Washington Evening 
3 other Negro ministers and the "NY Star" 8/30/62 
Times," for libeling Montgomery Police (14*'"" 

Commissioner L. B. Sullivan. 


9/25-28/62 


r 

knc 


t 


11/16/62 


11/21/62 


Abernathy was scheduled to speak at 
the 6th Annual Conference of the SCLC 
to be held in Birmingham. Ala. The 
host affiliate of the SCLC Convention 
was the Alaba ma Christian Mov ement For 
Human Rights. 



identity) 


157-6-4-436 

( 20 * 

SI 157-6-4-445 
( 20 )- 


Meetings of the Albany Movement, Albany, 157-6-2-913 
Ga., were scheduled to be held ll/l2/62 (9i)~ 
through 11/16/62. Abernath y was one of 
those scheduled t o appear. 

I Albany PD) 


The 11/21/62 issue of the "Mobile 157-6-61-143 end. 

Register" reported on an appeal of the p.3,6 

"Freedom Riders" who had been convicted (14^ Add. info!) 

.of unlawful assembly and breach of peace. 

The Alabama Court of Appeals denied the 
appeal, which was based on the conviction 
of Abernathy, but by agreement the appeal 
applied to 10 companion cases of other 
"Freedom Riders." 


V 


(continued) 
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CWTOTIA! 


(continued) 

DATE 

12/3/62 


12/8/62 


12/9/62 


bic. 


2/18/63 




4/9/63 

blC 

vOA/F, 


TYPE OP INFORMATION 


Abernathy was one of the speakers 
for the opening program of a week 
long Institute on Nonviolence and 
Social Change to be held in 
Montgomery, Ala. ("Mobile Press" 
12/3/62) 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-61-149 end. 

p.2 

(2iy 


Abernathy and other SCLC officials 157-6-61-142 

were going to institute a "People to (144'' 

People Crusade" in Alabama. On 12/5/62, SI 157-6-61-144 
they were to appear in Gadsden and (14^ 

Anniston, Ala.; on 12/6/62, in 
Talladega and Tuscaloosa, Ala.; and on 
12/7/62, in Montgomery. On 12/8/62, 
they would be in Selma and Uniontow n. 

Ala. 




A booklet captioned "Program, Seventh 157-6-61-148 end. 
Anniversary and The Annual Institute p.4,12,13 

on Non-Violence and Social Change," (25}"'(Add. info. v 
sponsored by the Montgomery Inprovement according to 

Association, held 12/3-9/62, Montgomery, 

Ala., listed Abernathy as one of the 
personnel in this institute. 

Abernathy was becoming inert 
mil^ar^inlU^speeche^ “ 

■H HHPVPBVHHHp Alabama State 
Department of Public Safety, Montgomery) 



Abernathy spoke to a meeting of the 
'Albany Movement held at Mt r Zion 
Baptist Church. Albany 


Racial demonstrations were planned in 
Birmingham, Ala. ; Martin Luther King 
and Abernathy expect ed to be jailed. 


157-6- 2-978 
( 10 )-— 


157-6-4-572 

dor 




(continued) 
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(continued; 

DATE TYPE OP INFORMATION 


4/11/63 






A temporary injunction prohibiting 
conducting of parades, demonstrations, 
sit-ins, etc, was obtained by City of 
B^^^^^lbernat^ and 

Source) 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-4-595 

(10*" 

- • .LA****!, ■> ■ ■ ■ 


157-6-4-592 
( 10 *- 
SI 15 
(10 



4/13/63 Abernathy, Martin Luther King and Rev. 

©*>-’ Fred Shuttlesworth all conferred with 
(olP attorneys regarding their arrest the 
. previous day in Birmingham, Ala. ■■ 

/ ^■■■■Birmingham PD) 

SI 157-6-4-588 

dor 

SI 157-6-4-612 p.3 

(204- ("Birminabam 
Post Herald" 
4/13/63 

Abernathy and other Negroes in 157-6-4-692 end. > 

Birmingham, Ala., were arrested on p.6,7,10, 

4/12/63 on charges of parading without 19,25 

a permit. On 4711/63, Abernathy and (11*- 
others prepared a news release captioned 
"Alabama Christian Movement For Human 
Rights." On 4/13/63, Abernathy conferred 
with his attorney concerning his arrest. 

(Birmingham airtel, 4/16/63 enclosing 
letterhead memo 4/16/63) 

4/15/63 .Attorneys for Abernathy and Martin Luther 157-6-4-625 p.l 
King filed a motion in Birmingham, Ala., (107" 
to have their cases transferred to SI 157-6-4-627 

Federal court. Both King a nd Abernathy (22^r- 
/-)£- might be released on bond, ■^■■■■si 157-6-4-682 end. 
w Recorder’s Court, Birmingham^ClaTT^^^ p.6 

(lO*" 

SI 157-6-4-716 end. 

p.2 

( 224 " 




(continued) 



4 




, , 0 

(continue 

DATE 

4/22/63 



4/26/63 


5/8/63 


bit 


miAL 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PACE NUMBER 

157 6-4-678 
(l<tf 

SI^-6-4-690 p.l 


TYPE OP INFORMATION 

On 4/19/63, attorneys, on behalf of 
Abernathy and Martin Luther King, 
filed a suit in Federal Court, 

Birmingham, Ala., against the City 

temporary restraining order and 
injunction prohibiting the defendants 
from denying Negroes the right to 
peacefully picket and demonstrate. On 
4/20/63, King and Abernathy were 
released from jail and left Birmingham 
for Atlanta. They were to return on 
4/22/63. (Bureau memo, 4/22/63) 

Information liras set out concerning 157-6-4-738 end. 

the trial of Abernathy and others who / o 

had been arrested and tried for contempt(ll/ 

of court in Birmingham. They were 

found guilty and were committed to the 

custody of the sheriff of Jefferson 

County for 5 days and were fined $50. 

( ’Birmingham News" 4/25/63 and Records 
of Circuit Court, Jefferson County) 

On 4/26/63, Abernathy and other Negroes 
leaders visited 3 department stores in 
Birmingham. (Birmingham airtel, 4/30/63, 
enclosing letterhead memo, 4/30/63) 

Abernathy, Martin Luther King, and others 157-6-4-816 
were convicted and sentenced to 130 days (liy 
_in jail and $100 fine. Trial arose out SI 157-6-4-879 
of arrest in Birmingham on 4/12/63. for (lilj 
paradin g without a permit, gi jey_<_jy 0 > 7 

Birmingham PD) (n^ 
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CONFJ^NTIAl 

(continued) 


DATE 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 


«* GkGaston f wealthy Birmingham, Ala., 
JSSJ!?*? 0 5 egro businessman, posted $5000 bond 
furnished) for Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
t_o obtain their release from tail. 


5/10/63 


5/13/63 


5/15/63 


5/16/63 




REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-4-999 end. 

P.5-8 

(11^ (Add. info. 

accordrmto 



f i»1C 

duplicate bix> 
informant) 


Confidential Source (protect identity) 


A suit was expected to be filed 
against Abernathy and other Negro 
leaders in Birmingham, Ala., which 
would seek a temporary injunction to 
restrain these individuals from 
coercing and inducing students to 
stay away from school to enaaae ii 
demonstrations. ™ "" 


157-6-4-863 

(lid- 


blC. 


Abernathy and Martin Luther King went 
into a few pool halls on 5th Ave., 
Birmingham, Ala., to ask people in 
those pool halls to commit no more 
vio lence. ■■■■■■■■■ 

D 


157-6-4-933 

(1U- 


Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
attended meeting at 6th Ave. Baptist 
Church, Birmingham,' Ala. (Birmingham 
teletype, 5/16/63) 

Abernathy and Martin' Luther King did 
not have to start a five day jail 7 
term for violation of a court injunc- 
tion against racial demonstrations in 
Birmingham, Ala., according to an 
Alabama Supreme Court ruling. ^Birmingham 
Post Herald" 5/16/63) 


157-6-4-902 

(1U 


157-0-4-943 

(1 W 


n 

?. 'Ui 


ential 
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o 


(continued) 

DATE 

5/31/63 

■'mmM&WBamf •“ ■**•*■*- - *■?* 


6/20-21/63 

7/6/63 


7/7/63 


7/11/63 


TYPE OF INFORMATION' 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-33-707 

( 23 ^ 


Mayor of New Orleans, La., threatened 
by local NAACP official with a mass 
demonstration if a bi-racial committee 
desegregation was sot set 
up. Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
would be among those invited to New 
Orleans for this demonstration. (New 
Orleans teletype, 5/31/63) 

Abernathy was in attendance at a Negro 157-6-4-1293 
church meeting held at 16th St. Baptist (11Y 
Church, Birmingham, Ala. (Birmingham PD) 

Abernathy spoke to a rally on 7/5/63, 157-6-49-900 end. 

First Bryan Baptist Church, p.1,2,3 


Savannah, Ga. He then led* about 1000 
Negroes in a march to the Chatham 
County Jail, where he s ooke agai n. 



(l$f 

SI 157-6-49-883 
(13$’’" 


>avann 

The "Savannah Morning News" of 7/6/63 
carried an article which stated that 
Abernathy had announced that the SCLC 
was behind Savannah Negroes 100$. 
Abernathy was quoted in reference to 
an interview he'd had with President 
Kennedy. 

Abernathylef^Savannah 



157-6-49-923 end, 
p.4 


(lsf 

Abernathy and Martin Luther King 157-6-41-838 end 

were to arrive in Danville, Va., to p 2 

aid in demonstrations. (Richmond (12)' 

air tel, 7/11/63, enclosing letterhead 
memo, 7/11/63) 

.Martin Luther King, and other 157-&r41-780 
SCLC officials would attend a 'luncheon (12}^ 


in honor of King, at the High Street 
Baptist Church, Danville, Va. ■■H (12} 



SI 157-6-41-781 p.3 


not further identified) SI 15J7-6-41-790 

(12T 


"k 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

(continued) 

DATE TYPE 0^ INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



10/15/63 


11/7/63 


11/16/63 


r 



Abernathy was scheduled to speak to a 157-6-50-74 
public meeting on the non-violent (20^ 

struggle for human rights, in Seattle, 

Wash. , at the Seattle Opera House. 

Meeting was sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee. ("Seattle 
Times" 10/5/63) 


Abernathy was to be a member of a 
Task Force to be sent into Danville. 

Va., by the SCLC to .aid in a desegregation 
program. (The "Danville Register" 
11/6/63) 


157-6-41-1398 
(2 OK 


Abernathy and Martin Luther King 
expected to arrive in Danville, Va., 

00 11/15/63, where King would address 
a mass meeting and on 11/16/63 he 
would address a youth rally. They 
would leave Danville on 11/16/63. 


Abernathy was one of the speakers at 
the High Street Baptist Church, 
Danville, Va., on 11/15/63, regarding 
the racial demonstrations. Abernathy 
and Martin Luther King were expected 
to leave Dan ville oh 11/16/63. for 
Atlanta. Ga. 



157-6-41-1428 

(13T^ 

SI 157-6-41-1405 end. 

p.2 

(13tf (The Danville 
"Commerical 
Appeal" 
11/11/63) 

SI 157-6-41-1442 end. 



157-6-41-1418 end. 

p.l 

( 1 ^ 



(continued) 
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o 


confidential 


(continued) 

DATE 

11/18/63 


12/5/63 


1/6/64 


TYPE OP INFORMATION 

Abernathy and other SCLC members 
;r™ ved Danville, Va., attended a 
mass meeting at Loyal Baptist Church 
and departed from Danville after the 
meeting. (Richmond teletype, 11/18/63) 

Abernathy spoke on 12/5/63, to the 
annual anniversary meeting of the 
Montgomery Improvement Association 
in the form of an Institute on 
Nonviolence, at the lit. Zion AME 
Zion Church. Montnompry A1a.\~ 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


157^41-1427 


v-J JL JLJ 

(13> 


157-6-61-532 

(2%y 

SI 157-6-61- 
( 21 ) 





S&T' 


8 





ther identified) 


Abernathy, scheduled to speak at a 157-6-2-1466 
Ga etl f ailed t to a 1 ---- ' M 02gggnt^Altany, (10 if 


2/21/64 



Those m attendance at a meeting of 
the Alabama Christian Movement for 
Human Rights, held in Birmingham, Ala., 
^ere asked to pray for Rev. Fred L. 

Shut t leswor th and Rev. Abernath^ who 
were in Washington, D^C. , in connection 
with a libel suit against them being 
argued before the Supreme Court. This 
w ? s brought against them because 
o^heirstandon civil rights. 


157-6-4-1664 

( 2 & 


Abernathy was scheduled to be guest 
speaker at a meetipg of the Allied 
Organization for Civil Rights to be 
held at the Zion Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky. ("Louisville Courier- 
Journal" 2/9/64) 


157^-27- 228 end. 


WHyENTlAL 


(continued) 
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(continued) 

DATS 


3/4/64 


CONFIDENTIAL 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-61-558 end. 

P.l 

(21^ 


3/5/64 


t>7c 

bib 



4/20-22/64 


icTfD 

6/10/64 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 


Abernathy and Martin Luther King were 
writers of a letter inviting persons 
to an SCLC meeting to be held at the 
First Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. Abernathy 




nontgomery 


Abernathy was one of the speakers at a 157-6-27-241 end. 
march and demonstration sponsored bv the p 2 

Allied Organizations for Civil Rights, (12*^ 
in Frankfort, Kv. (Louisville airtel, SI 157-6-27-A 
3/5/64, enclosing letterhead memo, ("Courier-Journal" 

3/5/64) Louisville, Kv., 

,3/6/64) 

(13^ 

Abernathy and other top SCLC aides 157-6-63-1296 

of Martin Luther King were to conduct (24»T 
a 3- day workshop in voter registration 
and tmn-viol ent^technirme^jLn, Tallahassee, 


bTc 

t>iD 


6/11/64 


Abernathy, Martin Luther King, and others 157-6-4-1890 
TO re sc h eduled to 

Ten demonstrators, including Abernathy, 157-6-63-1425 

were arrested by police of St. Augustine, (22lK 

Fla. They were charged with trespassing 

and malicious intent, breach of peace 

and conspiracy, and were placed under 

$100 bond. (Jacksonville airtel, 6/12/64, 


enclosing letterhead memo, 6 / 12 / 64 ) 

— .. —— — — - - — - 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. OARQJCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-U85 

SOUTHED CHRISTIAN IZADERSHIP OCtFEFECE (SCLC) 

V. CLARE CE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pu lled fztxn this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Snith, Jr., ard sent to 
National Archives. 


&■— 157-6-2-1645 end. 

¥_4 do} p- 1 

iteP! 

(continued) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


DATE 


7/6/64 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 


Abernathy spoke at a meeting held at 
the Shiloh Baptist Church, Selma, Ala. 
_ He urged non-vi olence 
demonstratio ns. 




REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-61-648 

(14*T 


7/12/64 


Abernathy was scheduled to speak at 
a Human Rights Day Parade in San 
Francisco. The parade was held to 
demand full equality for Negroes. 
(San Francisco airtel, 7/10/64, 
enclosing letterhead memo, 7/10/64) 


157-6-47-336 

(13^ 


ioai. n... T f e » f ° llowi !?9 references in the file captioned "Freebus, 
AWna+? Clal ^ M fJ te ^ S ’ ^ set ? ut information pertaining to Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy and the Freedom Riders in Montgomery, Ala. 


DATE 


5/20/61 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


Plans of Freedom Riders from Birmingham, 157-373-28 
Ala.> to Montgomery, Ala., included going 

to A bern athy 's ehurr»h in w«n+ nnm ov*v 


urchit^Ion^iom ery . 


bib ? 

5/21/61 Concerning Freedom Riders who were 

involved in a riot in Montgomery, Ala., 
on 5/20/61, Abernathy knew where those 
still in Montgomery were hiding but 
had not disclosed their whereabouts. 
"State authorities had warrants of 
arrest for these riders on contempt 
of court charges. Martin Luther King 
arrived at Abernathy’s residence for 
dinner. (Bureau memo, 5/21/61) 

The Deputy AG requested that the Bureau 
contact Abernathy and a Rev. Walker, 
number two man of Martin Luther King, 
and request them to report to the 
Deputy AG, through the FBI, plans for 
any possible meetings they were going 
to have. Abernathy and Walker were to 
be informed that they would be afforded 




62 


157^373-87 p. 1,1a, 4,5 

SI 157-373-76 
(24^ 


' ow ^Ewri 
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• H 


(continued) CONI^^ENTIAL 

DATE TYPE OF INFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 

SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

protection at such meetings. Two 
meetings were scheduled to he held 
at Abernathy's church on 5/21/61. 

(Bureau memo, 5/21/61) 

5/21/61 The Director desired a summary memo 157-373-97 

on Abernathy and others involved in (2D* 
the Freedom Ride incident of 5/20/61. 

(Bureau memo, 5/21/61) 


5/24/61 


This reference set out information 
concerning Abernathy's activities 
regarding the Freedom Riders in 
Montgomery, Ala. A group of Riders 
stayed at Abernathy's home. He spoke 
to a mass meeting held at the First 
Baptist Church, Montgomery on 5/21/61. 
(Mobile report, 5/24/61) 


157-373-335 p.g,185, 
248,340, 
341.462, 
470.475 

( 21 ^ 


A new group of Freedom Riders arrived 
in Montgomery, Ala., from Atlanta, Ga., 
and were taken to Abernathy's home. 
(Letter to the AG, 5/25/61) 

Major General Henry V. Graham, Adjutant 
General, Alabama National Guard, 
requested notification when this group 
left Abernathy's home so they could be 
protected. Abernathy's home presented 
the most difficult security problem in 
Montgomery and the National Guard was 
still guarding his home. 


157-373-105 

( 24 ^ 

SI 157-373-A 

"NY Herald Tribune" 


(1 


^5/22/61 


5/25/61 


'Abernathy and others were arrested by 
the Sheriff’s Office, Montgomery, Ala., 
along with entire group of Freedom 
Riders who arrived in Montgomery from 
Atlanta, Ga. (Bureau memo, 5/25/61) 


157-173-237 

04*7 

SI 157-373-341 


P.1,3, 

8,9,28, 

30,31, 

33, 


end. 

(21> / (legal proceedings 
set out) 
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DATE 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



CONFIDENTIAL 

TYPE OF INFORMATION 


5/26/61 


9/21/61 


This reference set out information 
pertaining to the protection given 
to the residence of Abernathy where 
Freedom Riders were staying while in 
Montgomery, Ala. Also set out was 
information regarding Abernathy's 
arrest on charges of disorderly conduct 
and unlawful assembly. (Mobile report. 
5 / 27 / 61 ) 


157-373-346 

(2W^ 


p. 22 , 26 , 

27,35,39 


Abernathy and 10 other individuals who 157-373-386 
had been arrested in Montgomery, Ala.. ( 14 ^ 
on 5/25/61, were sentenced $100 fine and 
10 days in jail. He was freed on $400 
appeal bond. (Mobile letter, 9/21/61, 
enclosing letterhead memo, 9/21/61) 


The following references in the .file captioned "Freedom 
Riders -Hi s c. " set out information pertaining to Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
and the Freedom Riders. 


DATE 

6/2/61 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 


6/5/61 


On 6/2/61, a restraining order was 
issued in Montgomery, Ala., against 
Abernathy and other individuals and 
organizations. The order restrained 
these individuals and organizations 
from interfering with persons travel- 
ing interstate to test state and local 
laws relating to racial segregation. 

(Bureau memo, 6/3/61) 

Abernathy spoke to a Freedom Rally, 
held in NYC at the Mt. Olivet Baptist 
Church, to protest the jailing of the 
Freedom Riders and to secure protection SI 1 57- 
for the SCLC. (A Special Agent of the 
FBI) 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-3§7-14 p.2,4,5 

(2Pr(Add. info.) 


157-387-131 end. 
(15/ 




(continued) 
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confi)(ential 


(continued) 

DATE TYPE OP INFORMATION 


6/20/61 Abernathy picked up Freedom Riders 
at the Greyhound Bus Terminal in 
Montgomery, Ala. They were reported 
as intending to spend the night at 
Abernathy’s home. (Mobile letter, 

f^enelos ing lett erheadTrfenfdr'" 
6 / 24 / 61 ) 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-387-451 end. 

, P*2 

(15^ 

SI 157-387-752 p.2 
(15V 


6/27/61 



8/9/61 


Abernathy attended a meeting in Jackson, 157-357-432 p.3 
Miss., which was sponsored by organjza- (l$r 


tions promoting freedom rides. 


LSI 157-387-438 
*(15V n 



Abernathy, who had participated in 157-387-836 

Freedom Rider activities, advised (2iV 

that there were no CORE representatives 
in Montgomery, Ala. He agreed to advise 
when Rev. Matthew Pettway and other 
Freedom Riders left Montgomery to go to 
Jackson, Miss. This they were scheduled 
to do on 8/14/61. 


8/11/61 Abernathy advised that Rev. Matthew 157-387-873 
Pettway and group, previously described, (2w 
were to leave Montgomery, Ala. , on 
8/12/61, for Jackson, Miss. 


„ The following references in the file captioned "CP, USA, 

Negro Question, Communist Influence in Racial Matters" set out 
information pertaing to Rev. Ralph Abernathy in the civil riqhts 
movement. 


DATE TYPE OF INFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 

SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

8/6/63 Delta Airlines Reservation Office 100-3-116-76 

records revealed that the Abernathy (1^ 
and Martin Luther King families and a 
Mrs. If. Tfilkinson had reservations to 
leave Atlanta, Ga. for Idlewild Airport. 


n 

'j 



NTM 


t\L 


(continued) 
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(continued) 


DATE 

9/24/63 





TYPE OP INFORflATION 


"The Forker" dated 9/24/63, in an 
article entitled "Say Birmingham 
Situation Requires Troops, Not 
Panel," revealed that Abernathy 
was one of a delegation of 7 Negro 
leaders who had a conference with 
the President on the Birmingham 
situation. 


FRS 


PE- BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NIWBER 76-1185 


SCX7IHEPN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP (SCLC) 

V. CLAREXE M. KELLEY , ET .AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Information palled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-3-116-A 
"The For leer" 
9/24/63 
( 18 ^ 


100-3-116-665 p.3 

(2J 


100-3-116-670 p.4 

w 

[100-3 116-688 p.2 

k & 




HE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CTVTL ACTION Sl*EER 76-1185 


100-3-116-770 end. 

p 2 3 

(2<1 8^ (Add. inf o.) 


100-3-116-1308 end. 


SCLTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLAJSJCE M. KELLEY , ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 




JcB 1/9/64 

V5K^ 


Information palled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jtidge John Lewis Shiith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


■■■■advised thatfl|HH|HB 100-3 
'Stated that Abernathy hacHnonej^™^^^^ p.1,3 

the NY Office of SCLC. (frfW (Add. info.) 


(continued) 
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(continued) 









** . TYPE OF INFORMATION 

RE: EEWftRD S. LEX V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY* ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CT.-a AC7ICN SJSER 76-1185 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



SOUTHED CHRISTIAN LEAT^SKIP OCUFTPEMS (SCLC) 
V. OA.-EJLS M. ym±n, E7 AL (U.S.3.C-, D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTICN NtHBLR 7S-U36 


Inform tion fran thL* file under court order of 

U.S. District Judge Jotn -Cevls Snith, Jr.* and sent to 
National Archives. _ — 


100-3-116-822 

i(*Y 



RPE 



RE: HEFWAPD S. LHE V. CLARENCE M. KELI^Y, ET AL. 

(U.S. D.C. , D.C.) CT/TL ACTION NLttBER 76-1185 

SCX7THERN CHRISTIAN I£ACERSHIP CCtffTPFJCE (SCIC) 

V. CLARENCE: M. XEU£Y, ET AL (U.S.3.C., D.C.) 
CT/TL ACTION NU3LR 76-1136 

Information frilled fran this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Snith, Jr., arri sent to 
fotional Archives. 


100-3-116-875 p.2 

or 


100-3-116-1075 

m 


A fisur revealed that on 3/9/64, 
Abernathy, Stanley Levison and Martin 
Luther King, Jr.; departed the offices 
of SCLC, Atlanta. Ga. 


100-3-116-1096 end. 
, . P.2,3 

(a/ 


*>;&■ 


S. Ltt V. CLAJONCZ H. mir t. ET AL. \ 

(U.S. O.C. * D.C.) CX.TL ACTION XJWl 76-1155 ' 

KXTBtBW CHRISTIAN 1EATEJSHIP CTJJTREN3 nerrrj 
V. OArfEAiL M. TELLE* , ET AL (U.S .O.C. , O.C.) 
cxvtl actich NLnam 76-nas 

Lkn pilled fran thlJ fila udu court order of 
O.*. BUtrict Judge JW» \*As amth. Jr., « 1 Mt to 
Mtlml AnSiiw. 



(,1C 

trio 


^/l3/64 


&££ 


______ Delta _ 

Airlines, Savannah Airporf,’ Savannah, 
Ga., advised that Abernathy had a 
reservation put of Savannah to Atlanta. 
Abernathy and^he Martin Luther King =•' 
party were lateand had to reschedule 
their departure. 


100-3-116-1205 end. 

. P«l»2 

(23^ 
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DATE 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 




REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

jlOO-3-116-1184 end. 

(3*K P * 1 ’ 2 


RE: S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTICN NIMBER 76-1185 

SOTOERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCfIFERENCE (SCLC) 

V. OAHBCEM. KELLEY , ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTICN NIWBER 76-1186 

?s 0r M^^!l f SL this fUe under =°urt order of 
John anith ' Jr - «* —t to 


100-3 116 1207 
(3) 



RE. S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

( -S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NIWBER 76-1185 

SCXT^aiRISTIAN LEADERSHIP (sac) 

V. aA.=^CE M. EELusr, rr al (u.s.d c d c) 

CIVIL ACTICN NIWBER 76-U86 ' } 


100-3-116-1334 end. 

p • 1 , 2 

(3*i- 


5/19/64 



5/18-23/64 




The Washington Capital News Service 100-3-116-A 
release dated 5/20/64, revealed that Washington Capital 
on 5/19/64, Abernathy spoke to the News Service 

American Baptist Convention in Atlantic 5/20/64 
City, NJ. (18-)' 

_ Atlantic 100-3-116-1083 

ity Convent i0ri~Hurean, Atlantic City, (lB^ 

NJ, advised that Mr. and Mrs. Ralph D. 

Abernathy had reservations at the 
Marlborough -Blenh3ini Hotel, South Park 
Place an d BoardwalkfjAtlantic Citv. 
pm advised’ that a Baptist "Jubilee" 

Convention was being held in Atlantic ' 

City on 5/17-24/64. 
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(continued) 


IJ&' 


m 




(continued) 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 


PE: BERNARD S. IfZ V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C. ) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-U85 

S07TC2SJ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP Camz^CE (S CLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELLZY, ST AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION N1MBER 76-U86 

‘ informatics fran this file under court order of 

U.S. District Judje John Lewis Snith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100 - 3 - 116-1480 

(3i^ 


e (*>!?- 


100-3-116-1484 

($> 


'100-3-116-1560 end. 

p.1-4 

(3^ 


6/29/64 


7/19/64 



This reference set out information 
furnished by "The Pittsburcih Courier." 

dated 9/6/58 i>;Httarjg?SSK5' 1 !r 1 s 


■* • •* V. OARDCB N. KEXET, ET AL. 

Sk£* D * c *'- D * c,) cr ’ TL action sweat 76-uas 

son HDW OOUSTtM yaCDSHU OCKPSCJtt f<a-r/~> 

V. QArfCCE Jt. JZLLK, ET AL (U.S.O.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUSER 76-118$ 

I nf m iiB tion pul l a rt Cm tills fila mdkr court of 

0-3. District Juflga John twU Saith, Jr., n] amt to 
National Ardiivaa. 


100^3-116-1946 p.1-3 
(37 


The 7/19/64 issue of "The ReralriHac-carried 100-3-116-1702 p.2 

a photograph and a story to the effect (3^ 

that Abernathy had seduced a 15-vear j 

old girl in August, 1952. The article 

set out testimony given in the Circuit 

Court of Montgomery County, Ala. 

South Carolina's oldest Negro newspaper 
published in Anderson, S. C. 

(continued) 
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DATE 


njff/riA! 


TYPE OF INFORMATION 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S. D.C. i D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOTIHEEN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFER ENCE (SCTC) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELt£7, ET AL (J.S.D.C. , U.C.J 

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled from this file under aourt order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr,, and sent to 
National Archives. _____ 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-3-116-1873 end. 

p.1-3 

(a y 





Del'fa"Xir lines, Atlanta, Ga. (protect 
identity), advised that Abernathy, 
King and group had reservations on 
Flight 403 from Atlanta to Jackson, 
Miss., and Greenwood, Miss. 


RE: HEJS4ARD S. UE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S. D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCTOTRETJCE (SCLC) 

V. CLARiDJCS M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S. D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NLMBER 76-U86 

Information pilled from this file under aourt order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-3-116-2064 

(3) 



. *- * 

J \Ji V / ■ 


. / V / / 



V •# 

y 


CONFIDENTIAL 

REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 

. J h ® following references on Ralph Abernathy located in 
files maintained in Mr. W. C. Sullivan’s office. Room 807 K Street, 
were not reviewed: 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-3-116-762 ( 2 > 

-1053 ay 


The following reference on Ralph Abernathy located in 
files maintained in the Special File Room of the Files and 
Communications Division, Records Branch, was not reviewed: 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-3-116-1456 ( 3 ^ 


The following reference on Ralph D. Abernathy located in 
the Personnel Records Unit was not reviewed: 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

67-318195-210 ( 3 . 7 $" 


See the search slip filed behind file for other references 
on this subject which contain the same information (SI) that is set 
out in the main file. Differences in source will be noted on the 
search slip. 
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PAGE 

\j Abernathy, 

Ralph 

1-16 

/ Abernathy, 

Ralph D. 

17-21 

J Abernathy, 

Ralph David 
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One 
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25 
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27 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


V O 


The Director 


DATE: AWm 3-s, / u 


KKOM n # p. Callahan 


SUBJECT: t he Congressional Record 



bit- 


.V 




Pages 1CG93-10824. Congressman Waggonnsr, (D) Louisiana, 
spoke ccmcerning connections between the Communist Party and loaders of the 
ciidl ri^iits moveu'iv.it. He placed in the Record a colurmi written by J'Jv, Ray i 
Croailey which sppr- :.rcd in the Hay 20th issue of the Washington Z\;-\vs» 

• ■' a^; 0 cari^r £d.v-acc» t>iat the article ’’deals with the Red-tinge a f JuI3ois Clubs, 

named aiter the Communist who founded the NAACP. M The article states that 
■cr. william £. B. DuEoia was a crusader for civil rights, supporter of 
Communist fronts, and Joined the U. S. Communist Party at the age of 93. 
r i.:ir, Vcaggonner also included with Ms reader ks an item from the National 
/.TcVicv.’ iv-mletiii y/hich states ’’Rev . ReJp« Abe rnathy , a close associate of 
l^artin Lumer^.ing, speaking in Philadelphia, rounded out remarks on civil 

f; - ^ oa i0r a negotiated peace in Vietnam and admission of Red China 

wO UiO iJ* N« ,T 


/ 


£ 


n-> 


V 

vO 

xS 


T3 

<D 


D 

C 

5 

i«i 

o 


vhpormrtiuw coNtwnfte 


wfpein is unciASSi] 



/0O\M#J^ 

• ' f|OT RECORtotO 


RECORbtO 

128 JUN 2 1965 


.In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
A foi* S' — ^ 6 ^ was reviewed and pertinent items were 

t^iQduUlwe 4 r 48 " y attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy at ttfe original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau cfase or subject matter files. 
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August 10, 1965 
BY LIAISON 


Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C» 

Dear Mr, Watson: 


cohjw 



H 


I thought the President might be interested in the remarks 
pertaining to the White House made by Reverend Ralph D . A bema t hy on the 
Huntley -Brinkley television newscast over the NBC network lasTThursday 
eve ning , August 5, 1965. Abernathy is Martin Luther King’s chief aide and 
is Treasurer of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference of which King 
is President 





Abernathy referred to invitations extended to visit the White 
House and commented sarcastically to the effect that on such occasions they 
are served tea and cookies. He then emphasized that what the Negro really 
wants is filet mignon, lamb chops and pork chops. He also stated that the 
Negro is tired of eating chicken backs, chicken necks, pigs* ears and pigs* * 
tails. 




V 



In another reference to the White House, Abernathy noted 
that there are 20 bathrooms over there and that they don't begrudge these to 
LBJ. But, he declared, there are Negro homes without one bathroom within 
^C,a block and a half from where he was speaking. o 

Sincerely yours, ”***- 

1 : E: ES"* ^ 3 




:-s> 


in*- 


Mohr 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) 

Belmont Sullivan (100-106670)- 

Deu^iTINDTE: The Director instructed that Abernathy's remarks be brought to 

the~ attention of the White House. Upon approval this letter should be returned 
contod DDeLpach’s Office for delivery to the White House. 
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DATE: 8-6-65 
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UtKl'M IS tlTICt^tR 


R osen 

^^Sullivanl 

,Tavel 

f^Trotter 

/ Tele. Room 

I Holmes 

Gandy 
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DR. RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
APPEARANCE AT FALL RETREAT 
WAKE FOREST COLLEGE 
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 
SEPTEMBER 10-14, 1965 

As indicated on the attached program, Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy 
will participate in the fall retreat for new and returning students of all denominations 
sponsored by the Interdenominational Council of Wake Forest College, September 10th 
through 14th. j- 

Wake Forest College is a Baptist institution located at Winston- 
Salem. While we have had satisfactory relations with the College over'the years, 
a check of Bureau files on the leading college officials does not show any particular 
close contact with any of them. There is, however, no derogatory information on 
the officials in Bureau files. 

It seems obvious that the College officials are not aware of the 
uns avory background of Abernathy who, of course, i^Marto^L^^^CbM^^^^^^mitv^ 
and has been tied in with many of King's acti vities . 


o^ourse^ia^een | 

veryfriendl^^^^^PHHIHHii^^^^VHiHHVHI^HHHIHIIi^HHii^W ^ 

felt that would be very interested in this matter 

\ancUovdd be relied upon to protect the Bureau's interest in furnishing information j 
I about Abernathy to appr^jij^ college officials. <9 ' C 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That you telephonically contact and l^tgjn^gi^s 

confidential basis concerning Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy. 


Enclosure 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 


MAJ 

5 





( 

C 
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PROGRAM 


P< 

w 


DR. SAMUEL S. HILL, JR. 

Choirmon of the Deportment of 
Religion ot the University of North 
Carolina, Dr. Hill has troveled 
through 16 countries in Europe 
and North Africa and 5 Latin 
American countries. He is especial- 
ly interested in religion in the 
South from theologicon, sociologi- 
cal, and historical standpoints. He 
is a Magna Cum Laude graduate 
of Georgetown College, has done 
graduate work at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, Southern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Cambridge Univer- 
sity, and holds the Ph.D. from 
Duke University. 


‘ / DR. RALPH D. \ 

V ABERNATHY 

Or. Abernathy is the pastor of 
West Hunter Street Baptist Church 
in Atlanta, Ga. He is a prominent/ 
leader in the civil rights move: 
ment and an assistant to Dr 
Martin Luther King. He is a gradu- 
ate of Alabama State College, and 
did graduate work at Atlanta Uni- 
: versity. Wholly committed to non- 
l violence, ^ Abernathy is earnestly 
king k^/ty for all American 


T •'■A 

\5k-x T 


ij/m 





DR. EDWIN G. WILSON 

Dr. Wilson is the Deon of Wake 
Forest College, holding thot 
position since 1960. He received 
the B.A. at Woke Forest, and his 
M.A. and Ph.D. ot Horvard Uni- 
versity. He is a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa and Omlcron Delto 
Kappa, a national leadership 
fraternity. 


Friday 

Registration 

Supper 

Intro, to Retreat 

"Perils & Possibilities of Learning" — Dr. E. G. Wilson 
Group Discussions — Denominotionol choploins and 
faculty 

i jare Dance 
mpfire 

lay 

sakfast 

he Anotomy of Woke Forest" — Dr. E. M. Wilson 

□Up Discussions 

eak 

orship 

nch 

inominational meetings 

' 

creation 

pper 

"Christianity as a Style of Life" — Dr. Sam Hill 

Group Discussions 

Recreation 

^Sunday 

§. tt ; Breakfast 

ec ^ Church School: Denominational chapfoins ond faculty 
35 c Worship 
Lunch 
Recreation 
Supper 

Breakfast 

Worship — A mediation led by one of the adult leoders 
"The Christian Style of Life Applied to Campus Life 

Dr. Hill 

Group Discussions 
Break 

A concluding discussion — Dr. Wilson and Dr. Hill 
Lunch 

Freshman Orientation — Mr. Starling Director of 
Admissions 
Recreation 

Banquet — Dr. John Carter, Associate Prof, of English 
Follies 
Tuesday 

8reakfast 

Holy Communion Dr. L. H. Hollingsworth, Chaploin, 
WFC 


Exodus to Woke Forest 


.... - it . «. 1 - I V MT-K r * '* “• * : 






September 1 0-1 4 the >nreroenomtnarior.(j^u^. v 

Fore*!' College " wilT sponsor V fall "retreat" and ,is - 

Turrima "students of all denominations. The re-ecr will be 
'hTltTat" Camp HanesTW.nstorT-Sa lem YMCA Ce-p, a short 
drive from the College campus. 

The retrea t begins Friday evening, September !C and ends 
tuesday“morining? September 14. In order to cfsnd. send 
$3 50 registration fee ond Occident insurance to Inter- 
denominational Council, Box 7204, Reynolda Station. Win- 
ston-Solem, N. C., by Wednesdoy, September 1. Come to 
Woke Forest ond register ot Woit Chopel 
and 4:00 P.M. You will receive your roam key ($3.00 
deposit) so thot you moy be oble to place your beggings in 
your dormitory room. Cost of the retreot wii! be 513.00. 
payable ot Comp Hones. Information on whet to song will 
be sent to you upon receipt of your registration. 


PURPOSE 


To provide on opportu nity, lo£_,ilud ents 3**$^ 
"commitment to the Christian jaijh. through w:: 
" cussion and^feMow sh i p . . . To enable the enter rs 
to appreciate the nature of college life and the 
perspective of Wake Forest. 
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RETREAT PHILOSOPHY 


; The student entering or continuing col- 
lege needs to understand the purpose of 
the . m C itation in which he is a portid- 
■uxsnt. Dean Wilson will suggest some of 
Q^he principles underlying the philosophy 
. of Woke Forest College. In his second ad- 
dress, he will describe the various aspects 
of life which interest students and faculty 
as together they pursue the goals of 
Christion higher education. 

Or. Hill will outline the essential 

f 

nature of Christianity as a style of life 
on d undertake to show how the .Christian 
^Routtf respond to the life of an academic 
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=* in our 

Academic 

Communit^f 


Sponsored by 

Interdenominational Council 
Wake Forest College 




CAMP HANES 
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Tolson _ 
Belmont 

Mohr 

DeLoach 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 

Tavel 

^Trotter _ 
Tele. Ro< 
Holmes ^ 
Gandy 








WA ih?ormation 

WKP2TW rs UKCUS'S'i/S 

^JfSCTT »*«£&£. Sti&iM 


Honorable Marvin Waieon 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 


November S, 1965 
BY LIAISON 


Ctaac&ed by 
DeeteesHy on: OADR 


&C 


Mx. CHff Alexander has requested an FBI name shock on 
Reveren d BalmrAbernathy . First Vice President and Measurer, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference . Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy has been 
very prominenftsWtth Reverend Martin Lather King, Jr. , the leader of this 
organisation, la social demonstration* throughout the death. 



'The^Tfiami Daily News, " Miami, Yiurjda, in a<r*rS3e 
entitled "Montgomery Bases Launch Integration, " reported on December 21, 

1956, that Mr. Abanathy and Mr. Xing, among others, oxrthstdat* ended 
the boycott of ever a year by Negroes refasteg to ride segregated bases in 
Montgomery, Alabama. The Montgomery bus boycott began In December, 

1955, and was sponsored by the Montgomery Improvement Association. 

Mr. King was President of this Association and was succeeded by 

Mr. Abernathy on February 1, I960. Prior to this, Mr. Abernathy was > // 

Chairman of the Beard ef Directors since January 19, 1958. : 

bi Jans, I960, a highly confidential source revealed that the 
Committee to Defend Martin Lather King, Jr., end the Straggle for freedom 
in the South and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference Student Defense 
fluid, solicited funds from the Soviet Embassy, the Caechoalovaklan Embassy 
and tbs Rnauudsa Legation, all in Washington, D, €• Among the nnmes under 
which the requests for ceatrlbuttoas were made was the name of Reverend Ralph D 
Abernathy. The New York edition ef the " Pittsburgh .Courier , " on Avgust 17, 


}:£:» e 30 ^ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (se^t j 
See NOTE p§gfe~ 8; / 




1 - Mr. <5ae 56 
1 - Mr. Roseg/ 0 & — 


RET 



TELETYPE UNIT L 




AJ^;, 


o rr 


KoaoraMe Marvin Watson 



'■.ONFlfENTIfti- 


1957 reported the official launching at Montgomery, Alabama, of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and named Reversed Ralph D. 
Abernathy, Montgomery, Alabama, as the treasurer. 



In his position as Vice President and Treasurer of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Mr. Ab e r nathy , along with 
Mr. King, has associated with individuals with eommuni * ^ " 

Som^f dies# individuals include Stanley David Levison l 

Levison has been described as one who has dedicated his 
life to advancing the communist cause in this count 



is recently as July of this year, 
was received indicating that Mr. Lcvieoa was in contact with 
Mr. Abernathy and Mr. King in connection with a fund-raising program 
lor the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 


On October 10, 1965, I wrote yon concerning remarks 
pertaining to the White House aside hy Mr. Abernathy on the Huntley - 
Brinkley television newscast over the XBC network on October 5, 1965. 
Briefly, you will recall Mat Mr. Abernathy referred to invitations extended 
to visit the White Bouse and commented sar ca s tically to the effect Mat oa 
such occasions they are served tea end cookies. Hs then emphasised 
that what the Negro really wants is filet mignoa, lamb chops and pork chops. 
Mr. Abernathy noted that although he does not begrudge LBJ the SO bath- 
rooms in Ms White Bouse, there are Negro homes without oae bathroom 
within a Mock and a half from where he was spe s lrlng . 





Honorable Marvin Watson 




;ONfQENIiAL' 



The May 24, 1965, lamia of the "Congressional Rseord" 
contained remarks by Congressman Joe Waggonner of Louisiana concerning 
connections between the Communist Party and leaders of the civil rights 
movement. Included in Ms remarks was an item from the "National Review 
Bulletin" which stated that "Rev. Ralph Abernathy, a dose associate of 
Martin Lather Xing, speaking in Philadelphia, rounded out remarks on 
civil rights with a idea for a negotiated peace in Vietnam and admission of 
Red China to the U.N."' (100-442706-9) 

* f - ■ 

< _ 

The files of the FBI Identification Division were reviewed 
on Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy. They revealed the following arrests 
under FBI number §42650 Dt arrested February 22, 1956, by tbe Sheriffs 
Office, Montgomery, Alabama, in violation of a state law, disposition 
unknown; arrested on May 25, 1961, by the Sheriffs Office, Montgomery, 
Alabama, and charged with "disorderly conduct* unlawful assembly," He 
was fined $100 en that occasion and sentenced to SO dayd hard labor. On 
April 12, 1968, he was arrested by the Birmingham, Alabama, Police 
Department tor parading without permit. Disposition of this arrest is 
unknown. 


In addition to the above data eoacernlng Mr, Abernathy, 
there is attached a copy of a memorandum containing information reflecting 
on Ms moral character. A copy of this memorandum was furnished to 
Mr. Walter Jenkins oh January 14, 1964, by Assistant Director Cartha D. 
De Loach. Mr. Jenkins read this entire report and advised that it was not 
necessary to leave this report with Mm since he would orally brief 
President Johnson on this matter. 

Upon removal of classified enclosure, this letter becomes 

unclassified. 


Sincerely yours, 

NOTE: upon approval, this letter, with enclosure, should be returned to 
Mr. De Loach’s office for personal delivery to the White House, See M. A. 
Jones to DeLoach memo dated 11-2-65, captioned "Reverend Ralph D. 
Abernathy. " 


Enclosure 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 

TO : Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach, FBI 

~Y" cy ■ ■ : , - '■'* 


MEMORANDUM 

DATE: Oct. 28, 


1965 


V Mildred Stegall 


SUBJECT! FBI Investigation 


' > , v • * - 

•» v-r , - *" 

/ V 


>4 




■?• x- 


Subject's Nam e REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY 
Date of Birth ' Place of Birth 



Present Address First Vice President, Southern Christian Leadership 


j 0 T -*» 


Conference, 334 Auburn Avenue, N. E. , Atlanta, Georgia 


CLIFF ALEXANDER 


has requested: 


□ Copy of Previous Report 
Name Check 

t [ Full Field Investigation 


The person named above is being considered for: 
’* rk .White House staff position 



:;:L PT 'l Presidential Appointment 




Position with another Agency , v ^ 






r t ’, REMAR KS: ° ‘ 




j : > V~ 

v* ; -w-a.4. 


,C£ 




. ttk 


^REPORT SHOULD BE DELIVERED BY FBI TO: MILDRED STEGALL 


\c 








J. 1 " "i,-.-. ■*' 1 ' -?' 1 ■? J -*" W ■ L 'L . 1 """T 
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pYTtONAl FORM NO. 10 
UAY 19*2 IDITIOM 
V* OH. ICO. NO. 27 


^JNITED STATES GO ^ INMENT 

Memorandum 


folsp* _ 
Brffaont S- 


11-2-65 


f\ ^ *U IWWMAT10H COWrAlftf# 

SJoSJSSSf 

REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY 


Woh.T 

^)eLoach/« 

Casper 

Callahan — 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

^Rosen J— 
Sullivan*^ 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 


The White House has requested a name check of our files on 
captioned individual who, it has been learned, is being considered for an 
| invitation to attend a civil rights conference to be held at the White Hous 
* later this month. 



L 




Our files show that in his position as Vice President and 
Treasurer of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Mr. Abernath; 
has, along with Martin Luther King, a number of contacts with individuals 
t backgrounds. Some of these include Stanley Leviso 
Being sent as an enclosure to this letter is a mlmorafidum 
anuary 10, 1964, captioned ’’Communist Party, USA, Negro 
Question, Communist Influence in Racial Matters” which contains detailed 
information pointing out the moral degeneracy of King and Abernathy Pur- 
suant to the Director's instructions, you, Mr. De Loach, showed a copy of 
this report to Mr. Walter Jenkins on January 14, 1964, at which time* he read 
this report in its entirety. You advised Mr. Jenkins that the Director indi- ^ 
cated you should leave this report with him, Mr. Jenkins, if he desired to o' . 
let the President personally read it. Jenkins advised that he was sufficiently^ 
aware of the facts that he could verbally advise the President of this matter, w 
Consequently, a copy of this report was not left with Mr. Jenkins. 

In order to give the White House the full story on Abernathy, 
it is felt that the attached letter, with enclosure, be personally delivered to 
Mr. Watson by you, Mr. DeLoach. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That the attached letter dated 11-3-65 to Mr. Watson, with 
enclosure, captioned as noted above, be personally delivered by you, 

Mr. DeLoach, to Mr. Watson. / , 

Enclosure r\/d\ V 

1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosure MiJUL j 1 - Mr, Gale - Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Mohr - Enclosure TTliK*-' X - Mr, Rosen - Enclosure 

UE&4G I a /» / i // o **7 A L— J 


1 - Mr. Mohr - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
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F B I 

Date: 1 / 21/66 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 




\ 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, MIAMI (157-New) 


PROPOSED SPEECH BY RALPHHBERNATHY, 
EXECUTIVE OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 1/23/66, 

AT FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
RM 


Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and 
coni es of LHM reflecting information received fro m 

concem- 

e speech by RALPH ABERNATHY. 

Klan informants at Ft. Lauderdale have been 
alerted to advise of any attempted protest action by 
the Klan in this matter. 


Bureau (Enc. . , 

3 - Miami (1 - 157-New , 
‘1 - 157-1298 | 


id; 


Agency G-2# ONI# OSI# CRD 

Dot. Foiw JAH.85WL 

•7? - -S’ 


How Forw. 


- 157-1087' 

•sss s a 

H M 

£ 





FD-323 (Rev. U-29'61) 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 




V 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Miami, Florida 
January 21, 1966 


PROPOSED SPEECH BY RALPH ^ABERNATHY 
EXECUTIVE OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 1/23/66 
AT FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 


Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference to memorandum, dated and 

captioned as above, at Miami, 
Florida. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


J| h *h. d pnf n r n J f ol J ,alna nWth “ r recommendation* nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
Four W®ncy. *° r ° Ur a,,nCy ‘' “ and «• contents are not to be distributed outelde 




In Reply f Please Refer to 
File No. 



UN ^ ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF , STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mi sal, Florida 
January 21, 1966 


RE: 


S PROS ED SPEECH BY RALPH ABERNATHY, 
ECTTIVE OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 1/23/66, 

AT FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
RACIAL MATTERS 





advised on January 20, i 960 that ©n Sunday, 
January 23, 1966, the Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY, Associate 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING and Executive of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, will speak at the Walker 
Elementary School, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. His speech 
will commence at o:00 p. m. and will he sponsored by 
the Kappa Alpha Phi, a negro fraternal organization. 


Contacts of confidential sources at Fort 
Lauderdale disclose no indication that this meeting 
will be harassed by any hate organizations. 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida local authorities have 
been advised. 


This memorandum is being disseminated locally 
to the 111th INTO Group, Miami, Florida. 

* 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distribute^ outside your office. 


*Ll llWWWA'nUW CONTAIN** 
HEPtiMJS JJSCAASSIFI! 

5 * 
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ENCLOSURE — 4-10233 ' / 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAT 1082 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 


UNITED STATES \ VERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Director, FBI 


SAC, Miami (157-1570) (C) 

PROPOSED SPEECH BY RALPH ABERNATHY, 
EXECUTIVE OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 1/23/66, 

AT FORT LAUDERDAIE, FLORIDA 
RACIAL MATTERS 




Re Miami airtel to the Bureau dated 1/21/66. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
seven copies of a letterhea^memoranduD^^efle^tin^i^for- 
mation received from 


MAR 24 1966 


m 


lufil 


l 'Buyu!.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Plan 








JITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 


I» Reply, Please Safer to 
File No. 









RE: PROPOSED 

EXECUTIVE' OF THE SOUTHERN ' CHRISTIAN • 

^LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE , JANUARY . 23 ,"3.966* ■ 
AT PORT LAUDERDALE , FLORIDA ‘ f >/: 44 
'•FACIAL MATTERS" 4 • ;• > ' '/ ■ " : > .J# 

V .>• .. £'■ . , $? / 

- . > *w-* j . . f.y - : - • § ’ - • •. . • v ' 

Reference is made to memorandum captioned ^oviB “ . €y 

January 21 * 1966 . • . : . fl y 


•r^-sr- 


and dated January 21 ,'1966. 


A-lr' V- 




advised on March 16, 1966, that the Reverend Ralph 
Abernathy had appeared In Fort Lauderdale on January 23, 
1966, and spoke at the Walker Elementary Schoo^^Fort_ 
Lauderdale, Florida, at approximately 6 p.m. 

stated this speech was well attended by an Audience" 
o1^»ver 200 people, and Abernathy was well received. He . 
stated no attempts were made by any groups to oppose this 
speech and it went off without any untoward incident. 


This memorandum is being disseminated locally to 
the 111th INTO Group, Miami, Florida. 

• r 

This document contains neither recommendations f ' 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not \ 
to be distributed outside youT agency . . 


?£ v y, ..., r 
i S3 -m-V 
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mix MflUIMATlOM COMTAMla 

MER0N IS URCLASStnUgHB 

™T5?b]jb8A. iH^T 


•c. v; * i- ft ■ -v- - ' .fyy-.' 1 - 
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Cfeafifted __ 

j&eib*^y on: 0&>R 

* * I J cJw 

SUPPLEMENTAL CORRELATION SUMMARY 

(See Correlation Summaries dated 7/13/61 filed as 100-442706-X, and 
dated 5/3/65 filed as 100-442706-7) 


Main File No: 100-442706 Date : 7/11/67 

& 

Subject: Ralph David Abernathy Date Searched: 2/21/67 

o?c 

All logical variations of subject's name and aliases were searched 
and identical references were found as: 


Ralph D&vid Abernathy 
One Ab^Wthy 
(/•R. D/^Abefcnathy 
R. 0. ^Abernathy 
Ra 1 p h *Ab e r na t hy 
Ralph B.^ Abernathy 


5 


ILL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 

EXCEPT WHERE SHOW* 
OTHERWISE 



Ralph C. 'Abernathy 
Ralph D.^Abfepnathy 
alph 0 rnathy 
Ralph^T . ^Abernathy 
Ralph^Abernethy * 
Ralph D. Abernethy 


This is a summary of information obtained from a review of 
all ’'see' 1 references to the subject in Bureau files under the names 
and aliases listed above. All references under the above names 
containing data identical with the subject have been included except 
any indicated at the end of this summary under the heading REFERENCES 
NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY. 

THIS_SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF 
GOVE RNMENT AND IS NOT SUITABLE F OR DISSEMINATION . IT IS DESIGNED TO 
FURNISH A SYNOPSIS OF THE INFORM ATION SET OUT IN EACH REFERENCE 7'"AND 

IN MANY CASES THE ORIGINAL SERIAL WILL COtff'AIN THE INFORMATION IN 

MORE DETAIL. — 



LOCALITIES 



USA 

England 

France 

Jamaica 




Add. info 


SCLC; 



Etim 


©REVIATIONS 


Additional information appearing in 
this reference which pertains to 
Ralph David Abernathy can be found 
in the main file or elsewhere in 
this summary. 


Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence 


-*■****. 


GLOSSARY 


Randolph T. Blackwell: 


Clarence Jones : 


Attorney, NYC, assisted with legal 
affairs of SCLC. General Counsel 
to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, a fund-raising adjunct 
of the SCLC. During the mid-1950's 
Jones held a position of leadership 
in the Labor Youth League. 


Program Director and a member of the 
Executive Board of the SCLC. 



Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.: President of SCLC. 

Bernard Lee: ' Special Aide to the President of 

SCLC. 


Stanley Levi son: 


-'ONfjlj 


ENTIAl 


Reported to be a secret member of 
the CP, USA in July, 1963 . In late 
1963 or early 1964, he criticized 

(continued) 


- 2 - 





(continued) 



Stanley Levison: 


Bayard Rustin: 


Harry 'Wachtel : 


Hosea Williams : 


Andrew J. Young: 



GLOSSARY 

the CP for not being sufficiently 
mrr- -Qivil__ right s s£ruggl,fiu> 

Levison was described by certain CP 
leaders as being to the "left" of 
the CP in his position on civil rights. 
His differences with the CP, however, 
were merely tactical and he continued 
his ideological adherence to Commu- 
nism. 





In February, 1957, he was Execu tive 
Secretar y, War,. Resi s ters L ea gue 

1963 he directed the ci'v^^^f^s March 
on Washington. 


Attorney, NYC, assisted with legal 
affairs of SCLC. In December 1949, 
Wachtel was active member of the 
National Lawyers Guild. He was report- 
edly Executive Vice-President of the 
Gandhi Society for Human Rights, an 
adjunct of the SCLC. 


Director of Political Education and 
Voter Registration of SCLC. Also 
Director of Special Projects, SCLC. 

Executive Director of SCLC, and 
Executive Secretary to Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 


- 3 - 


4 





u 



On 9/15/64 
disclosed a copy of 

(100-10355) communication which enclosed a pamphlet entitled "Upside 
Down Justice - The Albany Cases", prepared and distributed by the SCEP 
in support of the "grass-roots movement" in the South. Also enclosed 
was a petition addressed to President Lyndon B. Johnson for an executive 
order to set aside the sentences of the leaders of the Albany (Ga.) move- 
ment*. The petition listed Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy as one of its signers, 

This communication urged the recipients to give support to 
the national committee for the defense of Albany defendants and urged 
them to help circulate the petition. ~ 

100-10355-1096 p.23 

(3^ , 

Si 72-1495-235 end. p .2 

(17^ (Copy of the pamphlet 

an d petition furni shcu- 

< 0 ® 


* Civil rights movement. 



■f-U 0n 12/11/64 the Bureau furnished information on Dr. Ralph D. 

Abernathy to the U.S. Information Agency in response to a name check 
,1/ request by that agency on 11/25/64. The request was made on Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s group in connection with their plans to travel abroad. 

62-5-21108 end. p.l 

■- : (3^ 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLAKQCE M. KELLEY. ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVTL ACTION NUMEE31 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COUTERENCE (SCXC) 

V, CLArUJCE M. KELLEY, ST AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL PCTlOtl NLMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


(continued) 


- r* 
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(continued) CONFIDENTIAL’ 

^ -M.A W* 



RS> BEFKMO S. LZZ V. OARZNCZ H. RXUT, IT AL- 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 0711 ACTION iSJW 78-1185 


S0UTHH3N CHRISTIAN IZATTTS H IP CCWTEIM3 (SCC) 

V. OA-SItE M. JG1LLI, CT A1 1U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTXCN WhatR 76-1188 

Xxifaamticn pullid frcs this 111* mhr court ori«r of 
O.S. District Juig* Jdhn Lewis anith, Jr. , «nd *snt to 
National Archives. 


173-917-5 end. 
(2&T 


1 


P.l 


RKE 


RE: BEWftPD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NLWEER 76-U35 

SCUIHEPN CHRISTIAN r r ACEPSHIP OCNFEPEJC’7 'SCLCJ 
V. a/JvMS M. KELLLY , ET AL (U.S.D.C ’ /j .C. ) 
CTJTXj ACTTCN NUMBER 76-U86 

Information pilled from this file under court orefer of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., arri sent to 
National Archives. 


173-1-2-62 end. p.l 

(28^ 


On 2/5/65 Rev. Ralph Abernathy was observed to arrive at the 
Zion Methodist Church in Marion, Ala., at 5:30 p.m., to speak to a 
crowd estimated at about 600. His speech concerned discrimination in 
registration and voting but he made no mention of any demonstrations. 
He left the church at 6:40 p.m. to return to Selma, Ala. (fisur) 

44-17669-129 end. p.2 

(15^ 


On 2/8/65 Rev. Ralph Abernathy spoke at a mass meeting, spon- 
sored by the Montgomery Improvement Association, a Negro organization 
at Montgomery, held at the Mt. Zion AME Church, Montgomery, Ala., which 
concerned voting discrimination in Montgomery County, Ala. Abernathy 
urged financial and personal support for voter registration drives. (SAs 

44-14106-213 end. p.l 
(14^ 



I 



The following references in the file captioned "Election 
Laws, Registrars of Voters of Dallas County, Alabama, Voting Discrimina- 
tion" contain information relative to the activities of Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy in connection with this matter. During the approximate 
period 1/2/65 to 3/15/65 he assisted the Negroes in Selma, Ala., to ' 
register to vote. Abernathy spoke at meetings regarding the voter reg- 
istration drive and led marches to protest the voter registration 
procedures in Dallas County. He was arrested for failure to obey an 
order of a law enforcement officer and parading without a permit and 
was released on bond. Abernathy, and other representatives of the SCLC, 
planned to meet with Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey and Attorney 
General Nicholas deB. Katzenbach in Washington, D.C. on 2 / 9/65 concern- 
ing the registration matters in Selma. 


REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


44-12831-226 

-231 

-324 end. 
-341 end. 
-379 P.1, 
-389 end. 
-435 end. 
-441 end . 
-448 p.l 
-506 end. 

-565 end. 

-611 p.5 


p.4,8,11, 13,14 
P.2,3 
end. p.l 
pd 

p.57,74 

P.5,13 

P.3,4,6 
p. 9,10,14 


(13* 



In connection with civil rights activities in Montgomery 
County, Ala., a mass meeting was held on 3 / 16/65 at the Beulah Baptist 
Church, Montgomery, Ala., at which Rev. Ralph Abernathy was a speaker. 
(Exact purpose of meeting not dearly indicated, and no details of 
Abernathy's sjpeech given). (SAs) 


44-14106-278 end. p.4 
( 15 * 


On 3 / 20/65 the Women for Peace (62-107350) held a 
commencing at Huntington Park, San Francisco. They marched 


Hall where Rev. Ralph Abernathy, 
the demo nstrat ion broke up. (No 
San Francisco PD). 


^hriAL 


and others, made speeches 
further details given). 


62-107350-545 end. 
(16Y 

- 6 - 


P.l 


demonstration 
to the City 
after which 

Lie 

I3I ii ^ 



I 




The following references in the file captioned ''March From 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, March 21-25> 1965" contain information 
relative to the activities of Rev. Ralph Abernathy in connection with 
this march, which concerned civil rights in Alabama. On 3/21 and 22/65 
Abernathy was one of the leaders of the march; on 3/23/65 he was schedu- 
led to fly from Alabama to Louisville. Kv. . to speak at a rally to 
raise funds to support the Selma demonstrators and on 3/24/65 he was 
to return to Alabama. On 3/25/65 Abernathy was served papers by officers 
of the Montgomery County Sheriff's office in connection with a suit 
filed by the city of Selma and the Selma Bus Lines. The marchers reached 
the State Capitol on the afternoon of 3/25/65 where they held a meeting, 
at which Abernathy was one of the speakers as well as the master of 
ceremonies. The references indicated that Abernathy was accused of 
immoral conduct with a teen aged girl on the march which he denied. 


REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


44-285^4-3 end. p.2 

-83 p. 2 

-136 

-200 p.l 
-210 p.2 
-226 

-314 p.2,5 
-339 

-374 p. 12, 14, 16,31,32,33 
-A Washington Capitol News Service 
4/27/65 p.2 





telegram 
J.R. 
Alabama 
upon you 


made available a copy of a 

'directed to 'Kimberly-Clark Corporation, 

Kimberly", which was signed by 'Ralph D. Abernathy, Chairman, 

Boycott Committee. The telegram stated in part "....we call 
to publicly declare that you will suspend plans to expand in Alabama 
until Alabama makes it possible for Negro citizens to vote and until 
the climate of violence and police brutality gives way to law and order 
for all people. Your support of the effort will be a powerful influence 
for good in the State of Alabama..." 

K-CC had a pulp mill and newsprint mill at 
Coosa Pines (Childers berg ) , Ala., and that about three months before 
the company had publicly announced plans to install another newsprint 


b"lt> 



(continued) 
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t 



CON^ENTIAL 

(continued) 


machine in the newsprint mill, bu t the installation would probably n ot 
be completed until 1967 or 1968, 


Boycott of Alabama is the subject of this file. 


157-2897-11 end. p.l 

( 12 * 


RRE 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. / D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NIWBER 76-1185 

SOtrmERN OHRISTLW LEADEPSTIIP COtEEPKiCE (SCLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 

CIVIL ACTION NU-EER 76-1186 

Information pilled from this file ureter court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith/ Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 

157-2925-8 

' (27* 



The "Philadelphia Tribune" of 4/13/65 revealed that a meeting 
of the North Philadelphia United (NPU), a new civil rights organization 
was held the previous Friday night*. The paper also noted that Rev. 
Ralph Abernathy, of SCLC, and Mrs. Fannie Lou Hammer of the Freedom 
Now Party of Mississippi joined radio personality George Woods (105- 
158227) in a special program to announce activity of the NPU organiza- 
tion at the Bright Hope Baptist Church, in Philadelphia. (No further 
details given) . 

Add. info, according to the "Philadelphia Evening Bulletin" 

9 / 27 / 66 . 


* 4/9/65 


105-158227-3 p.6,9 
(23* 



This reference in' the file captioned "Communist Infiltration 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference" set out detailed infor- 
mation relative to Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy and his activities in connect- 
ion with this organization during the approximate period October, 19*54, 
through April, 1965, in Atlanta, Philadelphia, and Montgomery. Abernathy 
was assigned to the Regional headquarters in Atlanta, served as Treasurer 
and would become Vice-President at Large of the SCLC in the event 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated. He conferred with other 
SCLC officials regarding SCLC affairs, and spoke at meetings concerning 
voter registration. He also spoke against the Viet Nam policy of the 
Government and urged the admission of Red China to the United Nations. J 4 

100-438794-393 p.lA, 7, 13,23,34,36, 

(4^20< 55,56,58,60 



On 5/II/65 Rev. Ralph Abernathy and Dr. Martin Luther King 
were the principal speakers at a Negro mass meeting held at Morningstar 
Baptist Church, Demopolis, Ala. Abernathy urged those in attendence to 
join the civil rights movement and King stressed voting registration. 
(Informant not clearly indicated). 


44-19016-73 

(W 


The following references in the file captioned "Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference" contain information relative to a 
press conference called by Ralph Abernathy on 7/1/65, at SCLC headquarters 
in Atlanta, regarding current civil rights matters. Abernathy commented 
that there were no communists in the SCLC and that in screening prospec- 
tive employees, checks were made with the FBI. He stated in effect 
that he had access to FBI files. It was indicated that instructions 
were issued by the Bureau to release a statement that Abernathy's remarks 
were completely false. 


REFERENCE 

100-438794-389 

-391 


nr 

ou 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



(continiB d) 
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( continued) 
REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



100-438794-392 

-396 p.1,2, end. p.1,2 

-408 p.1,2 (Director's Notation) 

-465 (Director's Notation) 

-521 (Director's Notation) 

-A 'Washington Daily News" 

7/2/65 



On 7 / 26/65 Martin Luther King was observed to arrive at 
Buckingham Fountain, Chicago, with Rev. Ralph Abernathy, A1 Raby, a 
civil rights leader of Chicago, and others. At the time of their 
arrival, the crowd was estimated to be about 8,000 to 10,000 persons. 

King spoke to the group about School Integration in Chicago (157-4 sub9) . 

After King's remarks concluded. King, Abernathy, Raby, Dick 
Gregory along with other local civil rights leaders led a march to the 
City Hall where King addressed an assembled group for approximately 
20 minutes. His speech was similar to that delivered earlier at Buck- 
ingham Fountain. He stressed the necessity of non-violence in the civil 
rights movement, and advised that if no progress was made in efforts 
to improve conditions in Chicago, he was ready to return and engage in 
another such march. 


157-4-9-294 end. p.2 

(23-r 


The following references on Ralph D. Abernathy set out infor- 
mation concerning his activities at the Ninth Annual Convention of the 
SCLC held in Birmingham, Ala., 8 / 9 - 13 / 65 . A program of the convention 
listed the host as "The Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights", 
and the theme of the convention as "Human Rights - Basic Issues - The 
Grand Alliance", and a photograph of Abernathy appeared on pages 4 and 
12. He was scheduled to give a message of welcome; serve as Chairman 
of a panel on "Visions of Things to Come" on 8/12/65, and be in charge 
of the "offering" at a city wide mass meeting in the city auditorium 


(continued) 





(continued) CONFIDENTIAL 

on the evening of 8/12/65 . On 8/13/65 Abernathy attended a breakfast 
at the Thomas Jefferson Hotel given by Martin Luther King for members 
of the SCLC Executive Board. He also delivered the SCLC financial report 
from the convention floor on 8/13/65. 


REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-438794-473 

-523 

-546 

-716 

-739 


-816 


end. p.5 

end. p.l 

end. p.2 

end. p.5 

end. p.4,6,9,12 

(copy of program enclosed. 

Photo) 
end. p.4-7 


( 20 ^ 

( 5 / 
( 20 < 
[ 20 ? 
(2 ? 


(5 r 


100-442529-1395 end. p.l 
-1595 P.6,7 


(23/ 

( 10 *' 


The following reference? on Ralph Abernathy concern an All 
Citizens Freedom Rally sponsored by the SCLC, held 9/13/65 at the New 
Chapel Baptist Church, Plymouth, N.C . . at which Abernathy spoke regard- 
ing racial activities in Plymouth. Abernathy expected to stop in 
Edenton, N.C. for a civil rights meeting before arriving in Plymouth. 
The references. reve^led^that a Ku Klux Klan rally was held on 9 / 13/65 
on the outskirts of ‘Plymouth and the law enforcement officials feared 
a clash between the two groups, however, both meetings were held in 
an orderly fashion and no incidents or arrest occurred. 

REFERENCE SEARCH -SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

44-30186-51 (16-f 

-54 end. p.2 (16^ 

-55 end. p.l, 3 ‘ { 16 ? 



(continued) 
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157 -370-61-138 end. p.2 

(27* 









This reference is a Eureau Memo, dated 10/29/65* which reported 
that Atlanta Office called in connection with an inquiry of Carl Belcher, 
Criminal Division of the Department of Justice, as to the person to be 
subpoenaed to produce the books and records for the SCLC. Atlanta 
advised that any subpoena should be directed to the Rev. Ralph D. Aber- 
nathy who was Vice-President and Treasurer of SCLC and in charge of the 
finance department. 

It was noted that information concerning the proper person 
to subpoena in this matter was furnished to the Criminal Division on 
10/29/65. 


26-355537-50 



This reference in the file captioned "Communist Infiltration 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference" contained information 
concerning Ralph D. Abernathy and his activities in connection with 
this organization during the approximate period June, 1965* through 
November, 1965 * in Atlanta, Warrenton, Va. , and Birmingham. Abernathy 
attended SCLC meetings and was in contact with a number of individuals 
in connection with his official duties as Vice President at Large and 

(continued) 
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(continued) 





Treasurer of the SCLC. He gave the financial report at the 9th annual 
convention held in Birmingham, 8/9-13/65. In November, 1965, Abernathy 
was among the individuals being considered to serve as members of the 
board of directors and/or of the executive committee of the American 
Foundation on Non-Violence, which was being organized as a tax-exempt 
corporation through which funds could be channeled to SCLC. Background 
data was also set out. 


100-43879^-1256 p . 10, 11,12,20,24, 
( 7 / 25,29,31,36,37, 

46 



( 12 / 



The following references in the file captioned "Memorial 
Motorcades for the Three Deceased Civil Rights Workers, Meridian and 
Philadelphia, Miss. . . 6/19/66 - 6/21/66" revealed that Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
was the main speaker at a 'civil rights rally held at the Mt. Nebo Church 
in Philadelphia on 6/23/66. He was also one of the leaders of a civil 
rights march in Philadelphia on 6/24/66. 

(continued) 
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(continued) 

REFERENCE 

44-33292-10 end. 
-12 


CONFIDENTIAL 


P.1,3,4 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

(16/ 

( 32 ^ 


t 


The following references on Ralph D. Abernathy contain infor- 
mation concerning his activities in connection with the Tenth Annual 
Convention of the SCLC held in Jackson, Miss., 8/8-11/66. Abernathy 
arrived in Jackson with Martin Luther King, Jr., on 8/8/66, and due 
to King's illness, he officially opened the convention at the Masonic 
Temple on 8/9/66. Abernathy gave the financial report, and he addressed 
a mass rally on the evening of 8/11/66. The program of the convention 
listed Abernathy as a member of the Executive Staff with the title of 
Vice-President and Treasurer and a photograph of him appeared on pages 
3 and 11. The SCLC officers, including Abernathy, were re-elected, and 
they left Jackson on 8/12/66 to return to Atlanta. 


REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-438794-1538 

-1550 

-1551 

-1553 


-1557 

-A 


P.1,2 
end. p.2 
end. p.1,2 

end. pgs. 3,5,9,10,11 
(copy of Program enclosed 
Photo . ) 
end. p.2 

"Jackson Daily News" 

8/11/66 


% 


(8',21'f 

hr 


bic . 
b1t>> 

which reve’aTe 



on 


PD, Danville, Va. 
>6 Ralph Abernathy 


rights meeting held in a Negro neighborhood in 
details given regarding the meeting) . 


, furnished information 
presided over a civil 
Danville. (No further 


157-6165-3 

( 27 ^ 



C* 



fi 

d 


157 - 370 - 56-164 end. p.l 

( 27 ^ 


' -Fss xSi 

■ZMt-2 

..TV, 


This reference in the file captioned "Communist Infiltration 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference" set out information 
concerning Ralph D. Abernathy and his activities in connection with 
the SCLC during the approximate period February, 1966, through October, 
1966, in Atlanta, and New York City. Abernathy as Vice President and 
Treasurer of the SCLC discussed their activit ies with other member? 
attended ..various meetings of SCLC officials 


'V: 




IOO-438794-1611 p. 2 , 4 , 14 , 15 , 18 , 19, 
W 23,26,39 

The following references in the file captioned "Reverend 
Luther King, Jr.", set out information pertaining to Rev. Ralph 
hy and his association with King in the civil rights movement. 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 

SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


Martin 

Abernathy and 


RBJ BEftlAKD S. l£Z V. OADm « 

CIVIL ACTION NLMBER 76-1156 * D -C.) 

Information pulled frtxa this - 

U.S. District Judge of 

National Archives. Jt. , and sent to 


100-106670-571 

(ITT 


(continued) 


p p ft 1 f ,• 
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it 
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RKB 


RE: BERNARD S. I£E V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL />CTICN NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHPISTLAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCtC) 

V. CLARENCE M. HELLE Y, ST AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL /CITCN NUMBER 76-U86 

Information pulled frcra this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis anith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


fm 

”TE 

1 



u 

CL, 






[Bureau memo, 12/1/64) 


"Abernathy, 


hi; and Andrew Young saw Dire ct~or on 12/1/6,4 . 

-'(Bureau 


Tirsfiid'T777fc>5 ) 


} 



RRE 


RE: 







BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SG£) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pilled from this file u nder oourt order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., arri sent to 
National Archives. 

l(not identified) furnished 
?ear r 'sheets from an issue for the week of 
12/13/64, of the "Lo Specchio", an Italian 
language weekly published in Rome, Italy, 
which carried a story by Paolo Cappello. The 
story dealt with King's stop in London before 
arriving in Oslo to receive the Nobel Prize 
for Peace. It related hov* King and his en- 
tourage, including Abernathy, toured London 
nightclubs, and noted that King was in contact 
with leftist groups there. The article noted 
that Abernathy had been jailed 13 times, with 
King, because of subversive activities. 


1 100 - 106670-722 

(W 

si 100-106670-634 p.l, 
(17 r 8,9 

(Detailed account of 
meeting with Director 
on 12/1/64 set out) 
/(Bureau memo 12/2/64) 
SI 100-442529-509 end 

P.l 

u 


100-106670-598 "end .p.l 
(17^ 


Copy of article and 
translations enclosed. 
IOO-IO667O-696 end. p, 
07<f 6,8 


U\j} y . 


(continued) 
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OONFiltNDAL' 

(continued) " 

DATE Y TYPE OP INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


Memo from C. D. De Loach to Mr. Mohr, dated 100-106670-713 

1/8/65, indicated that De Loach received a call (32? 

from Rev. Andrew Young, in Atlanta, requesting 

an appointment with the Director for himself 

and Rev. Abernathy on l/H/65. De Loach advised 

Young that if the Director should be out of the 

office at that time he, De Loach, would se e t hem. 


RBs BERNARD S. HE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY 1 , ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SCX7IHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP (^TERENCE (SCLC) 
V, CLARENCE M. KELLEY, LT AL (U.S.D.C. ,,D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


*100-106670-2273 end. 
(3T p.l 


Information pilled from this file ureier court ortfer of ~ 

U.S. District Judge Jchn Lewis Smith, Jr., are! sent to _ 

National Archives. 

On 2/17/65 Abernathy in contact with Bayard IOO-IO667O-887 end. 

Rue tin (Organizer of the March on Washington) (17^ p.1,2 

(locality not giyen) ... They discussed the poor 
physical condition of King, and Rustin' s agree- 
ment to' raise money for King to take a vacation. 

They also discussed plans to lead a march on 
2/22/65'on the Alabama State Capitol to protest 
conditions in that state as we 
Governor Wallace on that date. 



On 4/6/65 Stanley Levison and Clarence Jones 
discussed Abernathy's being named by King as 
his successor, at Abernathy's suggestion, in 
case King became incapacit ated. (Locality 
not given) 



BBS 


RE: BERNARD S. HE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S. D.C. , D.C.) CTVIL ACTTCN NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCtiFEREJCS (SCLC) 
V. OAKEN CEM. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S. D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


100-106670-1245 end. 

( 1 ST p. 2,3 


100-106670-1278 end. 

(is r p.i 


Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


(continued) 
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(continued ) 


CQNFfo|NT!A! 


DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 



Washington Capital News Service item, date- 
lined Atlanta, for release on 6/16/65 or there- 
after identified Abernathy as SCLC Vice Presi- 
. dent and Treasurer. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-106670-1504 p.3 

(18 r 


100-1C6670-1482 end. 

m p.i 


RRE 


RE: BERNARD S. I££ V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY# ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. f D.C. ) CIVIL PCTlOl NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUIHEFN CHRISTIAN IEADEPSCP CCKFEREJCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL JCnCN NUMBER 76-1186 


100-106670-2220 p.16 

,(3 y 

1 


Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-106670-1500 end . 

(iar 1,3 



. t * y ^ 

A _ ... 

^Abernathy stated that King's speech in Los 
Angeles on 7 /H /65 would be an attack upon 
defacto segregation in public schools, dis- 
crimination in employment, and racial 


100-106670-1546 end. 

( 18 ^ p.i 


100-106670-1553 end. 

( 1 ST p. 1,2 


(continued) 
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' cqnfid^ 

(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 

SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



injustice, and that the movement would be 
taken to such cities as NYC, Chicago, Detroit, 
Philadelphia, Los Angeles, and possibly Cleve- 
land and Baltimore. He also stated that the 
SCLC would try to end segregation through nego- 
tiation but would resort to demonstrations if 
talks failed. ("Los Angeles Times" 6/20/65; 
"Los Angeles Sentinel" 6/24/65) 


100-106670-1999 end. 
(3/ P-1 


RE: BERNARD S. L£E V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) dVTL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CO N FE R S ICS (SCLC) 

V. CLAFrRCE M. KELLEY, cTT AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACIIQN NTfffiER 76-U86 

Information pulled fmn this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-106670-2076 end. 
(3 K P.1,2 



100-106670-2152 end , 
3^ P.l 


The 4/15/66 issue of the "Miami Herald" con- 
tained an article captioned "Better Jobs for 
Negro Goal of SCLC in Dade", which revealed 
that Abernathy and King were in Miami on 4/14/66 
to speak before the new Miami affiliate of 
the SCLC. In speaking of better jobs for 


IOO-IO667O-A "Miami 
Herald" 
4/15/66 

(!& 


Negroes Abernathy 


singled out 


A 


the city of 


-19- 


(continued) 
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(continued ) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 

SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

Miami for criticism. He thought Negroes 
should be appointed to judgeships, clerical 
positions and other higher positions in. the 
city government. 

'i: “■ ■ ^ 

^ 100-106670-2486 end. 

^7-- -r (4^ P.2 



RRE 


RE: BERNARD S. LEZ V. QAFOCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. f D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHED CHRISTIAN r£ACERSHIP (X N T EKK riZ (SCLC) 

V. CL\K2JCE M. KELLEY, LT AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pille d from this file under court orcfer of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis anith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-106670-2550 end. 

m P.l 


100-106670-2583 end. 
'4/ P.l 
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DATE &' TYPE OF INFORMATION REFERENCE AND SEARCH 

SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

On 10/7/66 HHHHIHlIiHiHi Phila-^Sk 100-106670-2744 end. 
delphia PD,“ advised Abernathy scheduled to ® ( 18 p.3 

arrive Philadelphia, Pa., on 10/9/66 in the 
afternoon, and participate in a civil rights 
rally at the Arena, 46th and Market Streets, 

Philadelphia that evening.' 

advised that on 12/12/66 King 100-106670-2806 p.l 

attended an SCLC steering committee meeting (4 

si 100-438794-1696 

^ ( 8*7 end. p.l 

J 



The following references in the file captioned ’’Racial Matters" 
set out information pertaining to Rev. Ralph Abernathy in the civil rights 
movement . 


DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


On 12/28/64 Abernathy arrived in Montgomery, 
Ala., and spoke at an SCLC conference at the 
First Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 
concerning a voter registration campaign to 
begin soon in Alabama. Abernathy departed 
Montgomer y about 3:20 p.m.. 12/28/64. for 
Atlantd 

Montgomery PD) 


157-6-61-745 end. 
(Ilf P.l 

SI 157-6-61-742 end. 
(1 1* P .l 
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DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

; 157-6-61-748 end. 
'(27 X P.1,3 


RRS 


RE: BE2NARD S. LEE V. OARDJCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C . t D.C.) CTV3X ACTICN NUMBER 76-1185 

SOJIHEHN CHRISTIAN IEADEPSHIP CCKFSRE^JCE (SCLC) 

V. CIAHEiCS M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.O.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1136 

Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Stoiith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives* 


157-6-2-1769 end. 
(2Zf p.l 


On 3/12/65 Abernathy was the featured 
speaker mass meetirfg sponsored by the 

Freedom Movement Council of Gary, India'fTav. 
at the Van Buren Baptist Church in Gary. He 
discussed civil rights matters in the south, 
and accused President Lyndon B. Johnson of ] 
"nofsaying a /mumbling wo^rd 1 while the Negroes' 
non-violent expression of his rights and iri-' 
justices against him were being demonstrated 
in Selma, Ala." Abernathy stated h^was .leaving 

“ ~ ' o participate Min a 

f Rev. James Reeb. 

Gary PD) 



157-6-21-399 end. 

(2b/ p.1,2 

si 157-6-21-385 
(2b/ 

(indianaoolis Office; 
SI 157-6-21-420 end. 
(2 5T P .2 

(Indianapolis Office) 

si 100-442529-1074 
(22/ P .4,5 


(continued) 



(continued) CONFID 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 




T!AL 


On 4/9/65 Abernathy gave an address at the 
Bright Hope Baptist Church in Philadelphia, 
during which he discussed the racial problem in 
Philadelphia. He also pleaded for a negotiated 
peace in Viet Nam and urged the admission of 
Red China to the United Nations. Meeting spon- 
sored by North Philadelphia United, a new Phila- 
delphia civil rights organization. ("Evening 
Bulletin", 4 ./IO/ 05 ; 'Philadelphia Tribune" 
4/13/65, both Philadelphia newspapers). 



REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-37-1265 encl. 
(2 & p.4 


157-6-39-646 encl. 


"students fromTUberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, 
and from the University of Pittsburg planned to 
picket at Haranermdl Paper Co., in Erie on 4/l4 
and 15/65. stated Abernathy would allegedly 

be at Hammermnidis cussing with officials their 
planned erection of a plant in Selma, Ala., and 
would attempt to persuade them not to build the 
plant . 


(26* 


p.l 


£)C 


Abernathy spoke at a fund raising affair held 
4/22/65 at the Sheraton Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mass., (24^ 
to raise money for Martin Luther King, and a free- 
dom march on Boston. It was believed the drive 
for &100.0QQ was probably successful. 


157-6-5-371 



On 4/23/65 King led a march in the Roxbury secticn 
of Boston, arid when the marchers assembled in the 
area of the Parkman Bandaiand— hg_.was I ntroduced b y 
Abernathy. 

Boston PD) 



(continued) 




mt<al 
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(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION 


C0NFUSENT1AD 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


On 7/19/65 Abernathy spoke at a rally held 
at the St. John's Missionary Baptist Church, 
Indianapolis, Ind., sponsored by the Indian- 
apolis Affiliate of the SCLC, and called to 
further organize the Negro Community for 
combatting racial discrimination. (Announce- 
ment through news media by Rev. Andrew J. 
Brown, Pastor St. John's Missionary Baptist 
Church, an SA, and the 7/20/65 issue of 
"Indianapolis Star".) 


157-6-21-493 end. 
(25 r p.17-20 

SI 100-438794-421 
( 20 * 

(Source not given) 

SI 100-438794-457 

(20* end. 


Abernathy scheduled to be key-note speaker 
on IO/23/65 for a home coming affair of the 
F^^^Ba^^^^Churc^of^Burlington, N.C. 

ling ton PD) 


On 10/23/65 Abernathy was the key-note 
speaker for the above mentioned affair held 
at Central Hi gh School, an all-Neg ro high scho ol, 
Graham, 



On 12/12/65 Abernathy was one of the principal 
speakers at a meeting held in Montgomery to 
observe the 10th anniversary of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, sponsored by the Montgomery Improve- 
ment Association. p 2/18/65 issue "Southern 
Courier", weekly newspaper of Montgomery) 


157-6-8-1547 end. 
(i r p.i 

1 

) 

157-6-61-1189 end. 
(13* p .2 


On 12/13/65 Abernathy attended a weekly meeting 
of the Alabama Christian Movement for Human 
Rights held at the St. James Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Ala. Martin LutherdCin^spoke on L^. 
racial matters in Alabama. ' 



advised that during the evening hours 
of 5/l5/66 three car loads of Klansmen were 
stopped about a block from a Negro church 


157-6-4-2326 end. 
(24* P.I 


PD, High Point, < 157-6-8-1797 end. 



(24* p.8,10 

SI 157-6-8-1770 end. 
(24* p .2 



(continued) 
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(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION 


CONFID^lTIAt 


where Abernathy was speaking. No incidents 
occurred and the group moved on. During 
his speech Abernathy called for a nation- 
wide boycott of the furniture industry to 
get them to hire more Negroes, and stated 
he and Martin Luther King stood ready to 
march^in High Point if necessary and would 
stay "until the walls of segregation come 
down . " 


entity) 


Confidential Source, Memphis (protect 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


N.C. State Bureau of 
Investigation) 

SI 157-6-8-1765 end 


157-6-28-1045 end. 

(25* P.3,4 




On 6/9/66 Abernathy spoke at a rally held at 
the Mount Olive Church, Memphis, in support of 
the civil rights march from Memphis to Jackson, 
Miss. He urged support for the march and urged 
the marchers to conduct themselves in a com- 

would 

"Commercial Appeal") 

Abernathy would probably be the leader of the • 
March on a__day^to-day basis. 


157-6-28-1014 end. ' 
(25f P.4,5,6 


(continued) 


CONFlj^NTIA 




i 




I 


(continued) 
DATE & TYPE 


CON 

OP INFORMATION 



On 6/10/66 Abernathy was one of the leaders 
of a civil rights march, which was the con- 
tinuation of the march from Memphis to Jack- 
son, Miss., started by James H. Meredith on 
6/5/66, who was shot on 6 / 6 / 66 . The march 
started near Como, Miss., and marched approx- 
imately 16 miles. (Bureau memo, 6/11/66) 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP FAGE NUMBER 

157-6-54-1387 

( 26 / 


During the civil rights march to Jackson, 

Miss., the marchers held a rally on 6/21/66 at 
the marcher's camp site at Yazoo City, Miss., 
and the speakers at this rally included Abernathy. 

(Jackson teletype 6/22/66) 

Abernathy accompanied Martin Luther King and other 157 - 6 - 54-1499 pncl 
aides from the SCLC to Philadelphia, Miss., to (26/ p.l 

participate in a memorial march and motorcades in 
Neshoba County on 6/21/66 for the three deceased 
civil rights workers, James Chaney, Andrew Good- 
man and Michael Schwerner, slain in Neshoba County 
6/21/64. (Mississippi law enforcement officers, 

SAs and Department of Justice representatives) 

On 6/22/66 the marchers in the civil rights 157-6-54-1457 end 

march to Jackson, Miss., traveled about 14 (26/" p.l 

miles from Yazoo City to a campsite near 
Benton, Miss. At the conclusion of this march 
Hosea Williams announced that on 6/23/66 voter 
registration rallies would be held simultaneously 
in Canton and Philadelphia, Miss., and that 
Abernathy would lead the Philadelphia rally. 

(Bureau memo,* 6/23/66) 

On 6 / 26/66 Abernathy participated in the 
James H. Meredith March to Jackson, Miss. 

He marched from Tougaloo to Jackson to take 
part in the gigantic rally held at the state 
capitol on 6 / 26/66 in regard to racial matters. 


157^6-54-1522 end. 

(26< p.l 


157 - 6 - 54-1438 

(2 6JT 



(continued) 
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(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION 


Representatives of the SCLC resided at 
the Holiday Inn while in Jackson, but 
checked out on 6/27/66, and Abernathy 
and other SCLC officials left J ackson 
pn 6/27/ 66 en route to Atlanta 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


bic 

bib 


^■■■■■■■■Chicago 

adv^ec^na^Mart^rLuther King, accom- 
panied by Abernathy and A1 Raby, of the 
Co-Ordinating Council of Community 
Organizations, planned to lead a number 
of rallies in parks and beaches on 
Chicago's south and west sides on 7/4/66 . 


157-6-9-2867 end. 

(24 p. 12, 14, 15 


On 7/4/66 these individuals were observed in 
the various localities. King urged all 
his listeners to participate in the Chicago 
freedom rally and march being held on 
7/10/66 at Soldiers Field in Chicago. 

The 7/1/66 Issue of the ’’Chicago American" 
listed Abernathy as one of the speakers for 
the 7/10/66 rally and march for freedom, 
jobs, open housing and education. 



157-6-54-1571 end. 
(27/ p.2,3 


blb 


(continie d) 


CONE 
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DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


On 7/13/66 Abernathy was the principal speaker 
at a civil rights rally held at New Hope Church, 
Grenada, Miss. He used patriotism as his theme 
and said that colored men had died in every war 
for freedom and it might be necessary that they 
die in Grenada. (Source not clearly indicated) 


157-6-54-1562 p.3 
( 26 < 

SI 157-6-5^-1569 end. 
(27>T P.7 

SI 157-6-5^-1572 end. 
(27* P.3 



advised that Abernathy had 

been invited to speak at a march and rally, on 
7/31/66, Harvey, 111., featuring Martin Luther 
King, Jr., however, the rally had been can- 
celled. 


157-6-9-2884 

(24r 


end . 
p.l 


1 

bit 

felt> 


3 


157-6-26-1063 
(32<r 

31 100-1C6670-2664 end. 
W P.l 

Baptist Church in LA as previously announced, but 
would be represented by his aide. Rev. Abernathy. 


Concerning the Watts Summer Festival, Los 
Angeles (LA) 8/12-14/66, the news media of LA 
announced that due to illness Martin Luther 
King would not speak in LA 8/14/66 at the Second 


Abernathy scheduled to be a principal speaker 
at the annual convention of the Jefferson County 
Sunday School Association, August 23-25, 1966, 
in Louisville, Ky., and would speak on 8/24/66. 
("Louisville Defender," 8/11/66) 

At this convention Abernathy discussed whether 
thelfe should be open housing demonstrations in 
Louisville. _Abernathy took issue with Mayor 
Kenneth A. Schmied, who had said earlier that 
Louisville did not have a ghetto. ("Courier 
Journal", Louisville newspaper, ' 8/25/66) 


157-6-27-515 end. 

(25r P.1,2 

SI 157-6-27-516 end. 
(25T p.l 

(Abernathy and Schmied 
met on 8/25/66) 
("Courier- Journal" 
8 / 26 / 66 ) 


On 8/28/66 Abernathy would be one of the leaders 
of a march by the Chicago Freedom Movement in 
Cicero, 111. Prayer vigils would' be held at 
realty firms along the line of march. 


157-6-9-3267 end. 
(24/T p .21 

SI 157-6-9-3550 end. 
(2VT p.48 

fcnc 


(continued) 




CONFlfoiT IAI 


- 28 - 
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DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION 


CONFID^TIW: 


On 9/16/66 Abernathy was the principal speaker 
at a civil righta rally held at Bible Way Church, 
Danville, Va., and sponsored by the Danville 
Christian Progressive Association, an affiliate 
of SCLC. Abernathy reviewed the history of SCLC 
in aiding the civil rights- movement, and said 
unless arrangements were made to dismiss cases 
pending in Danville court against demonstrators 
arrested in 1963 , t here would be more dgmonstra- 
tions in Danville. 



On 9/29/66 Abernathy spoke to Suffolk, Va., 
Negroes in Suffolk and reportedly stated 
"despite all of America's achievements, it 
is stagnating today on a power keg, and it is 
about to explode...." (The 'Suffolk News 
Herald", 9/30/66) 


On 9/30/66 Abernathy spoke in Portsmouth, Va., 
at a freedom rally sponsored by the Portsmouth 
Chapter, Virginia Independent Voters League. He 
repudiated violent forms of "Black Power" as a 
means of eradicating discrimination and called 
for the use of "soul force". ("Virginian Pilot". 
10 / 1 / 66 ) 


The civil rights leaders in Louisville, Ky., 
planned to hold a mass meeting on 12/29/66 con- 
cerning the open ho using p rob lem, and inv itee 
Abernathy to speak. 



On 12/23/66 
accepted the' 
on 12/29/66 



advised Abernathy had 
[nvitation to speak at the meeting 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMEER. 


157-6-41-2027 sncl. 

(26f p.2 

SI 157-6-41-2021 p.l 

(2 6 < 

(Announcement by SCLC 
officials ) 

31 157-6-41-2022 end . 
(26? p.l 

( 'Danville Bee" . L7)C, 

9 / 6 / 66 ) 


157-6-56-435 end. 
(27-T P.3,4,5 


157-6-27-537 end. 
(25T P.4,6 

&C 

6lb 



(continued) 
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(continued) 



DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION 


The 12/30/66 issue of the "Louisville Times" 
reported that the civil rights rally called 
by the Committee on Open Housing was held 
on 12/29/66 at the Fifth Street Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Abernathy, a scheduled speaker, 
did not appear at the rally, however, Andrew J. 
Young appeared in his place. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-27-542 end. 

(2 p.4 


The 1/6/67 issue of the "Chicago Tribune”, a daily Chicago 
newspaper, revealed that Ralph Abernathy, and other Ne°ro leaders 
-attended a press conference on I/ 5/67 at the Liberty Baptist Church, 
49th and South Park, Chicago. 

According bo the I/ 6 / 67 . -edition of the "Chicago Sun-Times" 
Abernathy attended a rally at the Liberty Baptist Church on the evening 
oD 1/5/67. The press conference and the rally concerned the voters 
registration campaign being launched in Chicago by the SCLC. 

157^ l6 9-7 


The following references in the file captioned "Communist 
Influence in Racial Matters set out information relative to Rev. 

Abernathy and his activities in connection with racial matters. 


DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 



416 

available a list of individuals who had rooms J 
at the Manger Hotel during the SCLC Convention 
held in Savannah 9/29-10/2/64, which had been 
paid for by the SCLC. This list included 
Rev. and Mrs. Abernathy. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-442529-268 p .19 

( 32*7 



(continued) 
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I 

d 



9 •• 


confidential 


(continued) 

REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-442529-473 end. 
(23f P.l 


RE: BEFWARD S. LEE V. CLAREUCE M. KELLE Y, ET AL. 

(U.S. D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SCXTTHEWJ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CC?^EPEIJCS 'SCLCJ 
V. CIAREJCE M. KELIffjf, ET AL ( r J.3.D*.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NLMBER 76-L186 

Infonratioa pulled fraa this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis 3nith, Jr. , and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-442529-466 end. 

(22f P.1,3 


DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION 



to, 

Sic 



d that on 11/17/64 
of the U.S . Mission to the 
United Nations (UN), NYC, discussed a reception 
in honor of Martin Luther King to be given by 
UN Ambassador Adlai Stevenson, 12/4/64, prior to 
King’s deparfcur^f^^Oslo to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize 9999 ^ 99 said he would make reserve** 
tions for the King party to fly to London, Eng., on 
12/4/64, following the reception^r^^BDAC (British 
Overseas Airways Corporation) furnished the 

names of the individuals in th^party/ which included 
Abernathy . 


(continued) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 




(continued ) 


DATS & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


advised that a conference between 
Martin Luther King, Clarence Jones, 
Andrew Young, and Hosea Williams was held on 
the evening of 3/7/65. (Locality not given). 

The purpose of the conference was to consider 
what course of action they should pursue in 
Alabama in view of the violence that took place 
earlier that day in Selma when the Negroes 
started their march from Selma to the state 
capitol in Montgomery to protest for civil rights. 


Abernathy, 


100-442529-813 end. 
(2&f p.6 


The Program for the Eighth Annual Convention . 100-442529-859 p.5,7,8 

of the SCLC held 9/29-10/2/64 at Savannah, Ga., (<& 

listed Ralph D. Abernathy, Atlanta, Ga., as 

Treasurer, ^and as a member of the Executive 

Staff. 


100-442529-948 end. 

(22 '< p.1,2 


RE: BERNARD S. tiE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SCXTCHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP (SCLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pilled from this file uncter court onfer of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


\ 


(continued) 
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(continued ) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 

RRE 




REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


HE: BERNARD S. UE V. CXARQCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SCUTOEPN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCtlFr^'CZ (SCLC) 

V. CLARE CE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , O.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


Add . info . 


100-442529-999 p.4, 

( 22 ^ 10,13 


On 7/1/65 Abernathy stated at a news confer- 
ence regarding civil rights matters held at 
SCLC headquarters in Atlanta there were no Com- 
munist in SCLC and the bylaws did not permit 
affiliation by Commu nists. (Cody o f tape re- • 
cording furnished bv — <?7G» 


100-442529-1381 p.l, 
(9* 5,7 


RRE 


RE: BERNARD S. UE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACITCN NUMBER 76-1185 

SCUTCHERS’ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCNFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. OAKSJCZM. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


100-442529-1228 end. 
(9/ p.2 


Information p ulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis smith, Jr., ard sent to 
National Archives. 


On 7/12/65, at 2:22 p.m. SAs of the FBI observed 
Abernathy, and others, leave the front entrance 
of Hawk's Restaurant and immediately enter the 
front entrance of 308 Auburn Ave., N.E., Atlanta. 
A sign at this address revealed it to be the 
office of the American Home Mutual Life Insurance 
Co. (No further details given regarding the 
meeting) 0 



(continued) 
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DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION- 




REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-442529-1^31 end. 
(1 OT P-2 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHED CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COsTEPSCE (SCTC) 

V, CLAJ^sCE M. KELLEY, LT AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information fulled frcxn this file under court order of 
U.S. District judge John Lewis anith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-442529-1478 end. 
(10^ p.l 



100-442529-1582 end. 
(10/ P.l 

f 


(continued) 





(continued) 


CONFI^ 


NT1AI 


DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


On 6/13/66 Abernathy attended a meeting at 
SCLC headquarters, Atlan ta, with various 
other SCLC officials. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100^42529-1859 end. 


SI 100-442529-1849 

(23 -r p.1,2 

SI 100-442529-1853 
(lof encl.j 


100-442529-1899 

(23/ 

SI 100-442529-1923 

( 10 f encl.p.l 


On 9/26/66 Phila- 
delphia PD, advised Martin Luther King, 

Bernard Lee and Abernathy arrived in Phila- 
delphia to attend ''Freedom Show'’ at Conven- 
tion Hall, Philadelphia. King stated confusion 
over the meaning of ’'Black Power' 1 had been a 
factor in the decreasing contributions to the 
civil rights movement; however, a check for 
$10,000 was presented to Abernathy at this 
show, which money was a portion of profits from 
show sponsored by Georgie Woods, a local disk 
jockey. (No further details given) 


100-442529-2017 p, 
( 30 ^ 


100-442529-2041 p.4,8^1 

■ 1 < < 9 * 1 . 

SI to paragraph 2 
100-442529-1970 p .2 
' VT (AT-1387-S) 1 

SI to paragraph 2 \ 

1O-442529-I90O end. ) 
(11*7 (AT-1387-S) p.l J 


(cont inued ) 


CO 


I 




(continued) 
DATE & TYPE 



OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


SI to paragraph 2 
100-442529-19 o6 
( 11 / 

topic of "Black Power" and future programs of 
SCLC. The meeting began on the evening of 
10/12/66 and was expected to terminate late 
in the afternoon of 10/13/66 or early on 
10/14/66 . 


The 10/13/66 issue of "Atlanta Journal" con- 
tained an article which revealed that Aber- 
nathy attended a meeting in Atlanta of "top 
SCLC leaders" called by King to discuss the 



reported that on 1/14/67, in NYC,* 
Luther King conferred with Bayard 
Rustin, Stanley Levison, A. Philip Randolph 
(President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters), Andrew Young and Abernathy. This 
conference concerned the controversy over 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell and in parti- 
cular, the re-fusal of Congress to seat Powell. 
Randolph announced he would hold a meeting in 
his office in NYC on 1/16/67 to discuss with 
civil rights leaders and other leaders in var- 
ious walks of life, Powell's arrogance and 
misconduct and they should then issue a state- 
ment pointing out that the Negro leadership did 
not condone his conduct. Representatives from 
SCLC (not named) were to attend this meeting. 


100-442529-2046 p.2 
(11< 

SI 100-442529-2045 

(nr 

si 100-442529-2043 

(ii* 


P-2 

p.2 


100-442529-2052 end. 

(nr P.l 


100-442529-2057 end. 
(23/ p.l 




■v 








The following references in the file captioned "Communist 
Infiltration of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference” set 
out information pertaining to Rev. Ralph Abernathy and his activities 
in connection with this organization. 


DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-43879^-210 p.4 

as/ 





REs S. LEX V. OAKCCZ N. rrrir v, ET AL. 

fU.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL K7IOJ .VJEER 76-1195 

90UTHE3W OBUS71AS 1TACSRSHI? CELTTPECZ ISCJC) 

V. CLWEtE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.3.C., D.C.) 
CIVTL ACTICN NUMBER 7«-UM 

Inftuntian p-n-* fra thi» file infer co u rt or r fer of 
0 . 8 . Dirtrlct JuVjb John l»*Ij 3nith. Jr., and lit to 
Rational Axdtim. 


100-438794-306 p.10, 

(19^ 28 


ffiEL'-’Sf'Add . info. 

S On 12/28/64 Abernathy spoke at a meeting of the 1C 
Alabama affiliates of the SCLC held at the First (I 
CME Church in Montgomery, Ala. He spoke in 
support of an adopted resolution to begin a "Pol- 
/ I itical Freedom Movement" (PFM) in the 
^ bama. (Plans of the program set out) 

F.ev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his party** plan- 
ned to be in Slema, Ala., on 1/2/65, in a mass 


100-43879^-223 end 

(18^ p.l 


rally t 
Church. 


n the PFM at Brown 1 s CME 



** Evidently included Abernathy. 


Pm? 

■AJ'ri. 
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DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 



REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-438794-326 end. 
(W p.2 


100-438794-320 end. 
(19* p.l 


RRE 


sss£sy-araa»«a 

ras!^Wf£sr , 1 ?f> 

CIVIL ACTION NLMBER 76-1136 * *' °* C ' 

OCT “^° rd “ of 

National ArchivesT 3Blth ' Jr " and sent to 


100-438794-331 end. 

( 19 ^ p.l 
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DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 



RRE 


RE: BEF&IARD S. HE V. CXARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S. D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SCX7IHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP (XNFEHENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NU-JBER 76-1186 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-43879^-79^ P.15, 
( 21 ^ 39 

SI 100-442529-1028 

(22^ end. p.2 

si 100-442529-1272 
(23 Y P- 62 



Infonnation Filled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John lewis Smith, Jr., ard sent to 
National Archives. 


Levison 
Committed * 



RRE 



RE: BERNARD S. HE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S. D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SCtTIHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCNFZHECE (SCLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. .KELLEY, LT AL (U.S. D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NLMBER 76-1186 

Information pilled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., ard sent to 
National Archives. 


100-438794-3^5 p.i, 
(4<19<f end. p.l 
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(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 



REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER . 


100-43879^-413 end. 
(5* P.l 


RRB 


RE: 


KRNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C * , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOmCRN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COtJEETOJCS f.yrn 
V. OAREJCEM. KELLEY , ET .AL (U.S.D.C., D.C ) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


^aeration palled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-438794-403 end. 
W P.1,2,3 


100-438794-438 end. 
,(5f p.l 


(continued) 
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REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 




On 7 / 18/65 Abernathy spoke at a public 
meeting sponsored by the Syrian Temple No. 
49 of Prince Hall Masons in Denver, Colo. 
His speech concerned racial matters, and 
he urged that Red China be admitted to the 
United Nations and that the US negotiate 
in Viet Nam and the Dominican Republic. 

At a press conference before his speech 
Abernathy said the three greatest problems 
^.facing the US was war, poverty and racial 
^segregation and discrimination. 


100-438794 -A 

( 9 ^ "Denver Post" 

7/19/65 


100-438794-446 end. 

(5K p* 1,2 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NIWBER 76-1185 

SCLTHEPN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCNrERECE (SCDC) 

V. CLARE3CE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NL^'BER 76-1186 

Information pilled from this file under aourt ortfer of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr . , and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-4387 94 -522 p.1,2, 
X5l end. p. 

x 2-5 


100-438794-488 end. 

i (5-r p.i 
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(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


CONFldpTIAL 



On IO/I/65 Martin Luther King, Jr., of 
Atlanta, was in contact with Stanley Levison 
in NYC. During their conversation King said 
"they" (evidently SCLC) had a potentially 
embarrassing situation in that Abernathy had 
gotten Andy (Andrew Young) to write to 50 con- 
tributors about buying a car for him (Abernathy) , 
and even though only one contributor responded, 
the car was bought at a price of $3,000. King 
said in order to avoid criticism of the SCLC, the 
money would have to be raised. Levison said he 
would contribute half and Harry Wachtel w. 

d about raising the other half. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

•100-43879^-717 end. 

(21^ p.2 

si 100-442529-1507 

(23^ p.8l 






100 - 438794-783 end. 


RE: BETWATO S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOTIKERN OIRTSTLAN LEADERSHIP OOTiFERE^CE (SCLC) 

V. CXAKE2JCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled from this file under oourt order of 
U.S. District Jud g e John Lewis Smith, Jr. , and sent to 
National Archives. 



On II/ 6/65 Clarence Jones and Stanley Levison, of , 100-(L38694-135^ n 15 
SCLC, NYC, discussed the financial crises of *SCLC.’,f ( 21 7 
Levison criticized the whole financial situation#- si to paragraph 1 
including the accounting system, and described^ *^_d00-442529-l6S2 d 46 
Abernathy as pompous and ineffective, ^ 




■MW* 


( continued)' 
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(continued) 

DATS & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


at BERNARD S. UX V. OAFCOt K. miB, VT K.. 
(O.S.D.C. , D.C.) CT.1L ACTION NtlSn* 76-1183 

9CUIH3W CHRISTIAN tXAC^PSKIP OOBFT?E?CE (SCX) 

V. CLru^ECL M. JGUJE1, ET At (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTUM NUUBX 76-1186 

InfaooMian pull*l ft cm tfiU fll* wkr ccurt anfcr of 
U.S. District Ju dg» *hn U*U a«dth, Jr., *r*3 wt to 
tatiixal Archive*. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


BBS 


RE: BERNARD S. DEE V. CLARENCE M. KTTJjr Y, ET AL. 

(U.S. D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-U85 

SCXnHEWJ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CCNTERECE 'SCLC) 

V. CEAREWCEM. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CCVtL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pu l le d from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis 3nith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-43879^-890 end. 

(6^ p.l 


100,438794-946 end. 


(6f 


P.l 


100-438794-918 p.l, 

(6^ end. p.l 

SI 100-438794-931 end. 
(6y p.l 


100-438794-940 end. 

(sir' p.* 



a*.’ * 


"(continued) 
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(continued) 



■DATS & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-438794-960 end. 
(6 Y p.2 


RRE 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELIE*, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHED CHRISTIAN IEADEPSHXP CCtCTESNCE 
V. CLARENCE M. XB I JET, LT AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled ficm this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Sfciith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-438794-1003 end. 
(6f p.2 


\ 


100,438794-1100 end. 

(67 p.l 


100-438794-1088 end. 

P.l 

\ 









# 


•• 



(continued) C0NF(KN]IAL 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION ** 

On l/l2/66f||H[^H|^Padvlsed that Bill Stein 
(fund ralse^foi^CLC) was preparing a letter 
concerning an affair to be held in NYC on 
2/2/66. The letter would appear to be from 
Martin Luther King and the last portion would 
read, "In order to focus fully on this ques- 
tion (fund appeal), I am coming to New York 
with Reverend Ralph Abernathy and Reverend 
Andrew Young, and we hope you will Join us for 
what should be a stimulating discussion - 
10:30 AM, Wednesday, February 2, 1966, in the 
Assembly Hall, Riverside Church, Riverside 
Drive and 122 nd Street, New York City." 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-43879^-1041 end. 
(21< p.l 


100-438794-1154 end. 
(6f p.l 


fen> 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C. ) dVTL ACITCN NUMBER 76-1185 

SCUIHEEN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CT>lTrRENCE (SCLC) 

v. glare: ce m. ysHn y, et aj. jd.s.d.c., d.c.) 

CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER 76-1136 

Infonnaticn pilled frcn this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


100-43879^-1188 end. 
(7K ,, P.l, 3, 4 

31 100-442529-1675 
(10^ p.l 


(continued) 
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REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


# •• 



(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 



100-438794-1177 .P. 2, 

end. 

P.1,2 


7T 


v 


RRS 


RE: BEDARD S. US V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.O.C. t D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOtnHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP OC N F ER gCg <SCLC) 

V. CIAF3C2 M. KELLEY , ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Information pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis anith, Jr. , and sent to 
National Archives. 



Room reservations were made for Rev. an’3~Mrs.’ 
Abernathy, and others, at the Hampton House 
Motel and Villas, Miami, Fla., where the SCLC 
held a National Board meeting during the period 
April 11-13, 1966 . The reservations were believed 
to be for individuals attending the Board meetin 


Copy of documents enc]osec 
00-438794-1345 P.1,2 

(7 r 


100-438794-1346 end. 


( 32 ^ 


P-3 



(continued) 










(continued) 

DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 




REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-438794-1363 end . 

m p.i 


00-43879^-1^58 end. 
{ 1 / P.I 


100-438794-1455 end. 

ar p.i 




(continued) 




(continued) 
DATE & TYPE OF 


INFORMATION 


’0NF$J 



REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-438794-1492 end . 
(21T p.l 


100-438794-1498 encl. 
(74 P.l 


100-438794-1508 end. 
(7* p.l 



RHB 


I®: BEFSftPD S. US V. CLARENCE M. ketjjv , ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTICN NLKBER 76-U85 

SOTTHEH^ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CXXTE PENCE (SCLC) 

V. CLARENCE M. KELUY, 2T AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTICN NUMBER 76-1186 

Inforrmtian polled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Snith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


•'Whitt 
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100-438794-1525 end. 
1 (74 P.l 
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( continued ) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 1 


(continued) 


DATE & TYPE OF INFORMATION 


protect identity) advised that the 
SCLC held' a conference in Frogmore, South 
Carolina, over the weekend of 11/13/66. At 
this conference it was decided that Chicago 
would be the focal point of SCLC activity in 
the following two months period. SCLC person- 
nel would become involved in the Chicago Free- 
dom Movement (CFM), with the specific project 
to be concentrated upon a voters registration 
campaign among the Negro residents in Chicago. 
Abernathy was listed among those who would go 
to Chicago to take part in the voter registration 
project . 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


100-43879^-1668 end . 

(21 r p .3 


100-438794-1715 end. 
(8k p.i 


On 12/30/66 JHH|H|advlsed that Rev. Fred L. 100-438794-1728 
Shuttlesworth, Secretary, SCLC, Birmingham, Ala., ( 9 / 
was circulating a petition demanding the abolish- 
ment of the HCUA . The sponsors hoped to' obtain 
400 to 600 signatures of civil rights leaders. 

Petition to be presented to Speaker of the House 
the first day Congress convened by either Ralph D. 

Abernathy or Martin Luther King, Jr. 


100-438794-1742 p.l, 

(9 Y . end. 

P . 1 I 




(continued) 





(continued) 


r'HMr^TI/VB 


DATE & TYPE OP INFORMATION 

On I/19/67, according tc^HHH Abernathy 
conferred with Martin LutherKnig^Andrew Young 
and Stanley Levison concerning a recent news- 
paper article .(not further identified) in which 
Hosea Williams claimed that the SCLC’s registra- 
tion drive in Chicago was not succeeding because 
of the Negroes’ disinterest. After much dis- 
cussion regarding this matter it was agreed that 
Young and Abernathy should issue a statement 
repudiating the article. 


REFERENCE AND SEARCH 
SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-43879^-1753 P.1, 
(21^ end. 

P.1,2 


It was believed by the informant that King was 
in Jamaica, Levinson was in NYC, and Young 
and Abernathy were in Chicago when the above con- 
ference occurred., 


The following reference on Ralph D. Abernathy located in 
the Personnel Records Unit of the Records Branch, Files and Communica- 
tions Division, was reviewed and found to be identical with the subject 
of this summary; however, the information contained therein has not 
been included: 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

67-318195-210 (3/ 


***** 



I 
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-ONF^ENM 

REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 


The following references on Ralph Abernathy maintained in 
the office of the Assistant Director, Domestic Intelligence Division, 
were not reviewed, and it is not known whether they are identical with 
the subject of this summary: 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
( 17 / 

m 


See the search slip filed behind file for other references 
on this subject which contain the same information (SI) that is set 
out in the main file. Differences in source will be noted on the 
search slip. 


REFERENCE 

100 - 3 - 116-762 

-1053 

-1456 
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Abernathy Talk 
j At Memphis Set 

/Q MEMPHIS (UPI) — Dr. Ralph 

L^bernathy , new director of tne 
"" RqV. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr's Southern Christian Leader- ' 
sh% Conference, was to address j 
a iriass rally here today in sup- • 
port of striking city sanitation l 
: workers. * 

King was assassinated April 4 ■ 
while preparing a march down- ; 
town in support of more than : 
1,200 predominantly Negro sani- l 
tation employes who left their [ 

' jobs 10 weeks ago today. | 

City and union officials held f 
another long negotiating session ; 
last night in an attempt to settle | 
the dispute. 

Undersecretary of Labor 
James Reynolds, sent as a per- 
sonal emissary by President 
Johnson, refused to discuss 
progress in the talks reportedly 
stalled over the question of a 
wage increase. 

“I can’t say anything,” Rey- 
nolds responded to questioning. 

The workers demanded a 
45-cent raise when they left their 
jobs. Mayor Henry Loeb said the 
city could not afford such an 
increase and promised to seek 
an 8-cent increase. 

Representatives of the Ameri- 
can Federation of State, County 
• and Municipal Employes also 
: demanded recognition as bar- 
gaining agent for the workers 
and a union dues checkoff sys- 
tem . __ , 
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PERSONAL ATTENTION: 
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (100-6670E) 

*> 

COL1INFIL OF SCLC 

IS - C 


ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, WILLIAM 


Reference is made to Bureau’s recent request for 
/ith immoral activities on t 
RALPH D ABERNATHY 


ii 


Almost without exception Atlanta’s 
dealing with such matters has been obtaii^dil^©0»e^mer high 
confidential sources. ** ‘ 


Bureau (RM) 


I WJi 


i 1363 fo oT fc* 




Special Age 






t 





RALPH D. ABERNATHY 


Little information has been developed regarding 
promiscuous activity on the part of ABERNATHY. 

The Bureau by Mobile air tel S/5/64 captioned 
"CIRM" was furnished a copy of a transcript of the testimony 
of VIVIAN MC COY DAVIS given during trial of case entitled 
"State of Alabama versus EDWARD DAVIS" at Montgomery, Ala., 
11/21/58 . This testimony alleges ABERNATHY had normal and 
abnormal sexual relations with VIVIAN MC COY DAVIS in 1952 
when DAVIS was 15 years of age. This matter was publicized 
in the C/19/ 64 issue of "The Herald".. Anderso 
newspaper 



On 2/T1/65 

by the last mmeM^fyS 
a degree of affectum 
dif f icuit y latefcove 
woman 


jfflATHY vvas in contact with a woman 
■in San Francisco which suggested 
tween them. ABERNATHY apparently had 
g for purchase of flowers for this 






AT 100-3G70E 



Our limited knowledge of 
he might have had some extramarital 
means supports the conclusion ais 
or i nay be coutinuiiig • 



RALPH ABERNATHY suggests 
1 experiences. It by no 
experience has been extensive 





Airtel 


From: Director, FBI (100-442706) 

RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
RACIAL HATTERS 
BUDED: 5/17/68* 

tele* 

ReBuairtel 4/22/68, 

- You are Instructed to expedite Investigation of 
above-captioned subject and submit Initial report to the 
Bureau no later than 5/17/68 • 


1\: 


May 10, 1968 

\. 

(Field 

Folder) 

ield Guidance 


SAC, Atlanta 







ALL INPUHMATUm CQHTAUttfc 


tj7c- 



Above-referenced airtel Instructed Atlanta to 
open Investigation on Abernathy. Outgoing Instructs them 
to expedite submission of report. y jJMn 

EX-110 ' ' ^ ' 


REC 3fi 


is MAY 13 tt68 


MAIL ROOMML— J TELETYPE UNIT CZJ 









LHM is classified "Confidential" since unauthorized 
disclosure of information attributed to above source might 
impair his future effectiveness which coulcLhave an adverse 
effect on- the national defense. 1 /fyjj •fM 

/ 3-' Bureau (ENCLS.ll) (RM) * NOT RECORDED 

Boston (ENCLS.2) '(RM) - 183 MAY 20 1968 

2- Washington Field (ENCLS.2) (RM) 

1- New York ^ 
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U1 i’ED STATES DEPARTMENT 01 . JSTICE 


In Reply , Please Rejer to 

KfcA'o.Bufile 157-8428 
NY file 157-2052 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
May 14, 1S68 



DECLASSIFIED 

cyjM3-q 3 



Poor Peoples Campaign 
Racial Matters 


: - 



Reference is made to previous communications sub- 
mitted in this matter at New York. 

Confidential source number one, with whom insufficient 
contact has been made to determine reliability, but who is in 
a position to furnish reliable information, on May 10, 1968, stated 
that the current policy of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee rSNCC) with respect to the Poor Peoples Campaign, is 
"Hands Off". It was sources opinion that if anything should 
) ygO wrong with the march and violence develops, the Reveren d 
UtfJ Abernathy, current leader of the Southern Christian Leadership 

— 1 Conference (SCLC) would immediately place the responsibility 

on SNCC. 


At 9:30 a.m. , on May 11, 1968, a Special Agent of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (SA,FBI), observed approxi- 
mately 90 people arriving In three buses at the Armory, l42nd 
Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City (NYC). At 12:10 p.m., 
approximately 200 people, including the group that arrived at 
9:30 a.m. , left the Armory and walked through Harlem to Sheep 
Meadow, Central Park, NYC. This group was composed of adults 
and many children. They arrived at Sheep Meadow at 2:45 P.m., 
with about 400 people in the group. There were no incidents 
during the march to the park. Approximately 2,000 people, 
both black and white, were assembled at Sheep Meadow from 
2:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. to hear talks by Reverend Abernathy 
of the SCLC, Buelah Sanders of the Welfare Mothers, Jean 
Hudson from Maine, (first name unknown) (FNU) Goodwin from 
Boston, Indian Chief George Frances from Maine and Livingston 
Wingate of the Urban League. One person in the audience asked 

4 </ 27 # 


100 ' 



V* r. 


- £ u * 



* •» 
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Poor Peoples Campaign 

why Malcolm X'a name vras omitted from the affair. Other 
than two people being involved in a fist fight, there were 
no other incidents and no arrests. After the rally, approxi- 
mately 450 people walked back to Harlem and returned to the 
Armory for the night. 

At 10:30 p.m. , May 11, 1958, the ESS, NYCPD, reported 
Harlem in general and the Armory, in particular, at 142nd S 
and Fifth Avenue, NYC, wore calm with no reports 01 troubl . 

At 7:55 a.m., May 12, 1968, SAS of the FBI observed 
approximately 350 individuals proceed on foot and s 

the George Washington Bridge, wYC, enroute uO Uohm 6 ton, . . 
Individuals walking over the bridge proceeded in an orcerly 
manner and boarded buses on the New Jersey side, ihese bu-es 
were to proceed to Washington, D. C. , discharge the passengers 
and then later that evening pick up the passengers for one 
tdp back to New York. 

BSS, NYCPD, advised that at 12:15 p.m., on May 12, 19o3, 
ten buses of the Black and Orange Bus Company, passed througn 
the Holland Tunnel, NYC, enroute to Jersey City, Pa u^rson Passaic, 
and Newark. New Jersey. They were scheduled to sp-nd tne n_gnt 
in Newark, New Jersey. Approximately 350 to 400 people were 
aboard these buses. This contingent is called the eastern Cara- 
van and is due to arrive in Washington, D.C. on May 17, 19oo. 
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On 4/29/68, the Reverend RALPH ABERNA THY. President 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and 
approximately 150 regional leaders met with Attorney General, 
RAMSET CLARK. Near the conclusion of the meeting, a tall, 
unidentified Negro male took over the microphone. Although 
the leaders of the SCLC tried to persuade him not to speak, 
he persisted in doing so. In substance, he made the following 
remarks: -L 


He had Just returned from Germany, we are in war, 
he was prepared to* die, made references to "Brother MALCOLM 
X" and said. "This lsn* t Wlnst 1&C be. a nonviolent war." 

SA observed this person and noted 

he closel^resemDl^^^i; j^ssjort piw>tograph of the subject 
and also a newspaper phdtdgrdph of *1 A / 

Bureau (Enc. 11) COREAS* 

i - wfo 29 1968 


OPTOTATNT T*rv *mr- 





. W° 157-556 . . 

The LHM la being classified "ConfldXtlal" since 
data reported from the first and second sources could result 
In Identification of confidential Informants of continuing 
value and compromise effectiveness, thereof. 

LEAD 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

AT WASHINGTON. D. C. Will recommend to the 
Bureau the Inclusion of the subject's name In the Agitator 
Index. 




The SNCC is a militant civil rights organization* 


(oic 




Stokely Carmichael was a former national chairman 
of the SNCC in 1966-1967, and is currently a 
SNCC organizer in Washington, D. C. 

The Black United Front is a coalition of civil 
rights organizations in Washington, D. C«, to 
unify the black community* 

The New York Times, in its issue of February 19, 

1968, contained an article captioned, *'10,000 Assail U.S# 

In West Berlin Rally,** This article reported that an American, 
introduced as Ray Robinson, Jr. , who described himself as a 
member of the Black Power Movement, called on all Americans 
serving in Germany to go back home and join the Negro 
Revolution in America. He vas quoted as having stated, 

"We have a war going on back home. They are killing your 
Negro mothers and fathers. Come home and fight them." 
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“The Evening Star” a Washington, D. C M dally 
newspaper, in Its Issue of April 30, 1968, concluded the 
following information: 

Reverend Ralph Abernathy end several representatives 
of the SGLC had met with officials of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity (0E0), on April 29, 1968, heeded by Bertrand M, 
Harding, Acting Director of the OEQ. At this meeting, Ray 
Robinson, Jr . , who said he had worked at the Neighborhood 
Center Number 1 of the United Planning Organization (UPO) 
and had quit because the UPO was just “jiving,” declared, 

“I'm not insecure no more. I know who I am. X have taken 
an oath of poverty. You can't buy me." This article 
further indicated Robinson told Harding who faced him at the 
opposite end of a long table, “We come to educate you, boy. 

I'm looking directly down this table at you. You don't know 
what to do. If you don't know what to do, get out of the 
way.” Robinson further said the 0E0 should be turned over 
to poor people. 
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In Reply » Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITfit) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS 
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
May 14, 1968 


On May 3, 1968, the confidential source of the 
Cincinnati FBI Office, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, furnished the following to a representative of the 
Cincinnati FBI Office: 


A 1 characterization of the UKA, Incorporated, is attached 


hereto. 
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• 0 . . ap? n d i )! 

UXIT3D XLAKS G? AU3KECA, 

;. knights q? ?hs ku hlun klan (united , *J£\ 

_ _ — '* « — AIaiim 4ryf GOO?^*** 


>*iO Oiiw FGGUi.OQu V* Cm a iUUuurJ»U 4 J u*..*uuw " 

has tho - cam© aims 'and objoctivcc as tho paront group, iftoao ^ • 
aro tho promotion of Acoricaniba, whita supremacy ana •' 

segregation ’.of tl* f o races. • . 

Tho first courco and a sacond sourco advised in 
July, 19G1,- that United IClans, Knights of the Ku Klux K 1 *? 

of America, See., r.orgod with Alabama SCnights, £ a j s :j£j 

Ku KIujc Klan. Tho corcod organisation established -..o-dquar we*«. 
in Cuito 401, Tho Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Tpo 
crcan Auction is diroctod by KGB3ET SHELTON, Imperial^ z ' 
and is tho dominant Klaa croup in the South with unites in several 

southern ctatoo. . - 

On -August 14, 1951 , tho cocond source advised that 



as uni tod Uicsc or Aaoi-ica, arc., '-j „+< ftn adootod 

Tho- second courco- said tho naao was changod by a 
^at tho 25at local Klar, vocation hold July d, 1061, at Indian Springs, 

-Georgia/'- :■. 

S Vi Second courco advised that at a meeting. at Prattville, 

naba^C on, October 22, 19G1, a majority of the Kljvorn- ol tte 
U,S. Klacc, Knights of . the Ku Klux'-Kl&n, tasr-ejod wi. the United 
Klass of Asorica, Xno. , Knights of the Ku Klux.Klan, 


pp.Vrj?: 

«v 


* I V. ; i 

* *,.s 
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APPENDIX 


UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC. (UKA) 

HAMILTON. OHIO 

On August 15, 1967, a source advised that a United 
Klans of America, Inc. (UKA) Klavern was active in Hamilton, 
Ohio, with headquarters located at the residence of Lowell 
Ballard, temporary Grand Dragon of Ohio. The source stated 
this group has an active membership of approximately ten to 
fifteen dedicated members and meetings are held only on an 
irregular basis. 

The source stated this group is affiliated with the 
parent UKA organization which has its national headquarters at 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama* 
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ATT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
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FROM NEW YORK 100-149194 3P 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)- 
RACIAL MATTERS OO-ATLANTA 



FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 



Kobnes 


"S 


■>..l 

w 

t ■ 
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(CLASSIFY "SE^ET").* 



ON MAY FIFTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT . lr _. 

AttWFORMATIONCOMTAINEU 
. HERQN ISUNCLASSlf “ 

ON MAY FIFTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, CORETTA Sr $ 

AND STANLEY LEVISOM DISCUSSED LEADERSHIP, ORGANIZATION AND 

rC' 

FUTURE OF SCLC AND RAL PH ABERNAT HY (HEAD OF SCLC) ^ 

IN PARTICULAR. CORETTA EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT STATEMENT* %% 

BEING MADE 3Y A3ERNATHY NOTING THAT HE APPARENTLY HAS 
BECOME SENSITIVE ABOUT HIS LEADERSHIP AND IS ALWAYS 
OH DEFENSIVE. SHE REFERRED TO SPEECH ABERNATHY MADE 
ON THURSDAY MIGHT (PROBABLY MAY NINE) BEFORE TWELVE 



/Ob' 


NOT RECORDED 

180 MAY 24 1988 


]thCL,:..ND PEOPLE AND SAID THE GENERAL TONE OF IT 


J 


[was INFLAMMATORY. SHE SAID SHE'* IS. _B EG INNING TO GET 

WOP' . D ABOUT WHERE NONVIOLENCE IS. SHE SAID ABERNATHY 
HAS “I STOP DEFENDING HIS LEADERSHIP AND ASKED IF 


HAD TALKED WITH HIM LATELY. LEVISON SAID 

Included in sasaary tc VCnite 

and Attorney General. us£Q „ , ?/ s J S 


LEVI:-.; 

END r’tGE ONE 


be. 
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PAGE TWO 

HE HAD TALKED WITH ABERNATHY TWO HOURS BEFORE AFTER 
TALKING TO ANDY YOUNG' (EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF 
I SCLC) • HE SAID YOUNG TOOK THE POSITION THAT ABERNATHY 
I ONLY LISTENS TO PEOPLE WHO FLATTER HIM AND NOT PERSONS 
j WHO HAVE CRITICISM. LEVISON SAID HE TOLD YOUNG THAT IF 
IT IS POINTED OUT TO ABERNATHY THAT CERTAIN WEAKNESSES 
CAN KILL HIM, HE IS SMART ENOUGH TO LISTEN. LEVISON 
SAID HE SEES RIDICULE ARRISING IN THE PRESS BECAUSE OF 
INEFFICIENCY OF THE SCLC WHICH WILL BE A REFLECTION 
ON ABERNATHY. HE SAID HE TOLD YOUNG THAT IF HE AND 
YOUNG TALK' TO ABERNATHY THAT ABERNATHY KNOWS THEY ARE 
THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE ALWAYS DELIVERED AND WILL LISTEN, 
j LEVISON STATED HE THEN TALKED TO ABERNATHY AND TOLD HIM 
{ HE WAS GOING TO BE THE OBJECT OF RIDICULE WHICH 
\ HAD ALREADY BEGUM, THAT THE PRESS HAS BEEN NICE TO 

t 

! HIM BUT IF HE DOES NOT ORGANIZE THE MAY THIRTY 

i 

(POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN (PPC) MASS GATHERING IN WASHINGTON, 

j DC) PROPERLY, HE WILL BE ATTACKED. LEVISON SAID HE 

RECOMMENDED THAT WYATT (WALKER FORMER SCLC OFFICIAL) 

WOULD BE A KEY MAN TO SET UP APPARATUS IN NEW YORK FOR 

THE PRC BECAUSE NEW YORK HAS TO PROVIDE MORE THAN 

j HALF THE PEOPLE FOR THE WASHINGTON (MAY THIRTY) 

* 

ZVZi.T , AND A3ERNATHY AGREED. CORETTA SAID IT IS 
% E,;D RASE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

j important to get through may thirty but it is more 

J IMPORTANT WHAT THEY DO AFTERWARD. SHE SAID ABERNATHY 

HAS DONE NOTHING ABOUT AN SCLC STRUCTURE TO CARRY ON AND THAT 

SOME OF THE MEN AROUND ABERNATHY FEEL HE IS NOT USING THEM. 

SHE STATED SHE EXPRESSED HER CONCERN ABOUT THE FUTURE OF SCLC 

' TO ABERNATHY THAT SHE FELT IT IS IMPORTANT FOR HIM TO COMMUNICATE 
WITH HIS TOP LEADERSHIP AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. LEVISON 

AND CORETTA DISCUSSED USING JESSE JACKSON’S (SCLC STAFF 

MEMBER) A3.ILITY TO THE BENEFIT OF SCLC. LEVISON STATED 

THAT ; DEC I ST IONS SHOULD BE MADE BY THE TOP LEADERSHIP 

COLLECT IVAELY. CORETTA ^GREED AND NOTED IF ABERNATHY WILL USE 

PEOPLE AROUND HIM COLLECTIVELY, HE WILL BE EFFECTIVE AND THE 

SCLC CASjGO ON WITHOUT BEING HAMPERED BY "ALL THE POWER PLAYS 

THAT ARE GOING TO COME." -LEVISON SAID THAT THEY MUST BE FRANK 

AND HONEST IN DEALING WITH PEOPLE’S SHORTCOMINGS. LEVISON FELT 

THE MOST CORRECT TYPE OF LEADERSHIP WOULD HAVE BEEN A COLLECTIVE 

l LEADERSHIP. LEVISON AND CORETTA DISCUSSED HER OPINION THAT THE 

| SCLC SHOULD HAVE A STRONG PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT. LEVISON 

l DID NOT AGREE. THEY ALSO DISCUSSED FUTURE FINANCING OF THE SCLC. 

Y v LEVISON SAID HE HAS NO CLEAR IDEA OF WHAT THE SOURCES 

\\ 

(\OF FUNDS WILL 3E BY THE FALL OF NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. 

H 

END 
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UNITED STATES GQVL >JMENT 

Memorandum tS^SSST Mm 


Director, FBI (Bufile- 


DATE: 5/16/68 


Cc, ATLANTA (157-257) 

w <& 


PH DAVID ABERNATHY 
- SCLC 


Cardfil 0 ^*' 

Card sent 00 

ouseH ind 


RABBLE ROUSER INDEX 

New Subject □ Change □ Delete 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


Aliases 


FBI Number 


Citizenship 



Native Bom 

I | Naturalized 

1 1 Alien 


□ SI □ RI 
Organizational Affiliation 


Negro 


Male | | Female 


L_ 1 10 1 NOI 


imi 


(Specify) 


Date of Birth 

3/11/26 


Place of Birth 

Linden, Alabama 


address (Show Name of Employing Concern) 

stian Leadership Conference 
enue , NE 
gia 

■■ 




ta, Georgia 


A 










AT 157-257 


RESUME OF ACTIVITIES: 

ABERNATHY'S position as President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and the influence which this 

position currently holds in the overall civil righ ts 
movement creates an excellent potential for ABERNATHY to 
foment civil disorder by word or action. 
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FD-205 (Rev. 1-10-1 J 

UNITED STATES' 'GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



to Director, FBI { /» ' ) DATE 'Y' 7 /'*' 

: SAC, ArJ>A»rA 

PiAt'P# £>AV'0 ?? 


( /$ J - *.$7 ) 


PiAaP* £>Ai"0 A &GA-ASA ~*y 

«i i-^su*a 

afclt--*** 

This case will be delinquent, s //*/**" 


SOG ACTION: 
(Records Branclj}-- 

I — | Poland destroy 
BZTile 


Date of Bureau deadline: $//*/'? 

Reason for the delinquency: pr#** 


/•ft ft */r£- /*</**- /f/r-r&Ai 



Date the report or necessary communication will reach the Bureau: 

sc^C ir i»2c 

AEC zone designation; e. g. , OR, CH, etc . . ^ \ •, ’,.• ' 




(This applies only to 116 cases.) 

— | No administrative action necessary. 
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Date: 5/21/68 


Transrr.it the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 



TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-448154) 






I SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (157-1206) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: 

00 : ^Ot-cO^ 

Re Albuquerque teletypes dated 5/14 and 15/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of an 
letterhead memo dated and captioned as above and two copies 
for Albuquerque . 

lo* 

Jo TZ> 


Source utilized rin -1HM is 



saSSK? 


Bureau (RM) (Enel. u 

z- Albuquerque (RM) (Enel. 2) 

.- San Francisco 

^ «~r*> 

Copy to: 

BIC/0SI/ASCI 
by routing slip 
Date -j- v ?-£ g^ by 

,’/r / V L fb' /i i .s - /.jsr 0 
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Approved: 


p ecial Agent in Charge 


Sent 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

\ 

• ■? 

* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


San Francisco, California 


&y 


n\ 




J^Iay 


21, 1968 


A source, who has furnished reliable information m 


the past, on Hay 16. 1968 advised tha 


^^gpmmtne Poor People's march ralley held a 
L TjCy th^Oakland Auditorium, Oakland, California, on May 15, 196 8 
a "*- which Reverend Ralph Abernathy was the main speaker. 


jiSflflfl 


(i/ 


The "Oakland Tribune” newspaper dated May 15, 196 8 
pages one and two carried an article, "Abernathy Appeals For 
Unity and Abernathy^Calls For Joint Action”, which indicates 
that R everend Ralpit^ernathy^ was the main" speaker . and that 
"speaking for the Mexican-Americans, Reies Lopez Tiajerina 
of the Alianza Federal de Pueblos Litres, said all of the 
people must have their rights, but the rights of the Indians 
must come first because they were here first". 


The '5 an Francisco Chronicle" newspaper, San Francisco, 
California, in an article on May 16, 1968, pages one and twenty- 
two, carried an article by "Carolyn Anspacha?" , captioned, 
"Abernathy Here With A Warning" and "Abernathy: A Warning.. 

And Hope”, which reveals that Reverend Ralph Abernathy arrived 
in San Francisco May 15, 1963, after which he addressed an. 
airport conference. "Mr. Abernathy suggested that the 
thousands of this country's poor - Black, White, Mexican- 
American , now pouring into Washington may be the instrument 
by which the U.S. may be saved". This article also indicates 
Reverend Abernathy addressed a "Poor People's Rally" in the 
Oakland Auditorium, Oakland, California, on the evening of 
May 15 , 196 8. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 







This article concludes by the statement, "Full and 
complete support for the poor peoples campaign was pledged the 
Reverend Mr. Abernathy by Reies Lopez Tijerina of the 
Alianza Federal de Pueblos Libres, who was present at the 
press conference." 

The "San Francisco Examiner" newspaper dated May' 

16, 1968, pages one and six carried an article captioned, 

"Fare Row Delays Oakland March" and "Oakland March Delayed 
Four Hours", which reveals that the participants in the 
Poor People's March on Washington finally took off in buses 
from Oakland today. 

This article also reveals that Reies Lopez Tijerina 
of the Alianza Federal de Pueblos Libres and Southwest Chairman 
of the Poor People's campaign had been in attendance at the 
Oakland rally in the evening of May IS, 1968 at the Oakland 
Auditorium. 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION ■r*** 

FEor- ; ;;ew York 100-149194 2P 
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--LO - RACIAL MATTERS. (00 - A TLA NT) ' ; 





1st 

(CLASSIFY 

^ 3T -INED FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON JUNE FIVE 
NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. 
e ,._ . • 

/ .ns.LiY LEVISON, ON JUNE FIVE TOLD HIS WIFE OF 


W?c. 


■ /» AT C“^ f /** 


CLC MEETING HELD WASHINGTON , DC ON MIGHT OF JUNE FOUR. 


ft “ DtSCSIB£D FETING AS GOOD IN ONE SENSE AND NOT GOOD 
IN A.,u * HER . HE STATED THAT RALPH ABERNATHY IS HOPELESS 
Ai.D WAS ASLEEP DURING ENTIRE MEETING • HE INDICATED THAT 


&Kr 


• 0 

{00 - Sf&A 


CCRETTS KISS TOOK HIS ADVICE BUT INSISTED ON GIVING {OO — -fa 

TKE _ LIBRARY (NOT SPECIFIED). HE SAID SHJ? . "' 9 ^ /V. 
io-.v r\ oOvD POSITION ON MONEY AND ASSURED HIM SHE IS** 

WITH THE BOOK ('ABOUT HER LIFE WITH KING). — .. ^ 

LEVISC.T SAID ABERNATHY TOOK HIM ASIDE AND TOLD HIM 

THE ONLY TWO PEOPLE IN HIS LIFE HE TRUSTED WERE MARTIN \ 

LL . n_? .( Ir.’G AND LEVISON. ALSO THAT ABERNATHY SAID .. \ 


®JN? 

° ^La 1 

JXl 

OS 


page one 


3^* 
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appropriate agenc ie s 
and field OFFICES 
ADVISED BY ROUTING 
SLIP(S) O F, yj > i»ft/v! /<> 
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r 

V. ; / 


;x;v3 HAS LEFT HIM AND PLEADED THAT LEV I SON NOT DO THE 

INDICATED THAT ABERNATHY SENT PEOPLE TO WORK ON HIPj 
TO GET HIM TO STAY WITH THE SCLC. HE SAID THAT HE WANTED 
TO TELL THEM THAT KING NEVER FLATTERED HIM. LEVISON 
.STATED THAT THE PRESS APPARENTLY HAS NOT LEARNED THE 
FACT THAT ABERNATHY TOLD A REPORTER IN MIAMI THAT HE 
LEVER READ BAYARD RUSTIN’ S STATEMENT GIVING THE 
DEMANDS OF THE POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN. HE • NOTED THAT 
BAYaRD RUST IN IS NOT IN WASHINGTON THAT RUSTIN HAD BEEN 
.ACTED AGAINST. LEVISON SAID HE PROPOSED THAT THE SCLC 

Mt£T-LtX-X-X-tGG KGTCATttJCTO'R 

OHM- LOOK AT THE FACT THAT THEY HAVE TO GO INT O R EAL 



t f'- \t v / ' / 

- . v/ i \ i 


ACTION . "THE NEW YORK IINES" , JUNE FIVE, PAGE FOUR, 

CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT DATED WASHINGTON, DC, JUNE FOUR NINETEEN 
SIXTYEIGHT, CONCERNING THE MEETING BETWEEN ATTORNEY 
GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK AND PEOPLE FROM THE, POOR PEOPLE’S 


Ci-MPiTGN. IT STATED THAT KOSEA WILLI AK^OF 
EXECUTIVE STAFF SAID RUSTIN WAS "OUT OF OR 


Tur cpi p 
ORDER" IN MAKING 


POLICY STATEMENTS. 

END 
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TELETYPE 


CODED ] 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


TO : DIRECTOR ( 157 - 842 8) 

A. 

\ 

i'ROM: S4C \W0 (157-1395) 

. «"/» 

: "■ POCAM,>RM, 00 : WO. 
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ON JUNE SEVEN LAST, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED 

reliable information in the past, advised that he had no knowledg 


O F RALPH 0. ABERNATHY, PR ESIDENT, SCLC, BEING INVOLVED IN ILLICIT 
-ILLATIONS WITH WHITE WOMEN AND ON ONE OCCASION BEING BEATEN BY 
FIVE. NEGROES .WHO SURPRISED HIM IN BED WITH A WHITE WOMAN. 

ON JUNE SEVEN LAST, A SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HA? 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT NOTHING^ 
HAS COME TO. HER ATTENTION CONCERNING THE ABOVE MATTER. 

ON THE SAME DAY, A THIRD CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE STATED THAT UC 

... • ' / 

TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE THE ABOVE ALLEGED INCIDENT DID NOT 
TAKE PLACE* HE FURTHER STATED THAT THERE HAVE B EEN INCIDENTS 

. TOITE WOMEN AND NEGRO MEN. PheeN^TOJE^WTH THE POOR^ 

Bureau ■ j o * ' io ;i ji JWd^J968 

1 - Portland (RM) (AM) (Info) / \ 


ICTION^ 


THE POOl 


fo'Jj 


1 - WFO 


e<?ACr-HO‘J f($4~ 
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1 
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(priority) 

— 

1 

5 

falM- 



mr 


j 0?LES CAMPAIGN; HOWEVER, HE DOES NOT FEEL THAT ABERNATHY WAS 

I A PARTICIPANT, SOURCE FURTHER STATED THAT IN HIS OPINION IF 

ABERNATHY HAD BEEN BEATEN THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE BEATING 

WOULD HAVE BEEN DIFFICUIT TO CONCEAL AND WOULD HAVE BEEN KNOWN 

TO HIM , SWELL AS TO MEMBERS OF THE NEWS MEDIA WHO HAVE WATCHED 
Hlr; ACTIVITIES CLOSELY. 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, MPD, AND THE USPP HAVE BEEN CONTACTED 

- have NO nation concerning the above alleged incident'. 

ADMINI STR.AT I VE 

REBUAIRTEL to WFO dated JUNE FIVE LAST. 

|k | first CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE IS S 

/V 

AND 


J^V SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE IS 
/THIRD CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE' IS 
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e to »»W4* 


Ralph D^~a11 has been Publicly inw N1 *eer lovers. 
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The Leader Of The Great Crusade 


IT IS PREPOSTEROUS but un- 
fortunately true commentary on the re- 
cent history of the most powerful coun- 
try on earth that it is now receiving 
ultimatums from the likes of Ralph D. 
Abernathy. 

* Abernathy succeeded to the late Dr. 
King’s mantle in the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference by virtue of an 
association dating from the' .Montgomery 
bus boycott. 

Khig was at least glib and adroit in 
the guile by which he managed to fluru- 
UsOa an alarming number of Americans. 

' Rut Abernathy is an unpolished and 
disreputable eled best remembered here 
for what may have been a record dash 
from his church office on the night of 
Aug. 29, 1953. 

Panic-stricken and screaming, he was 
pursued by an irate, - hatchet-wielding 
husband who had accused him of having 
a relationship with his wife more suited 
to the pages of Krafft-Ebing’s 
PsyckopaGiia Sexuciis than a family 
1 newspaper. 

The wife of his assailant told a 
Montgomery Circuit Court jury in 
November 1958 that she had submitted 
to unnatural .sex acts with the Reverend 
before her marriage, beginning at the 
age of 15, and that "he never stopped 
chasing me” even after her marriage 
to Edward Davis. She had been a 
member of Abernathy’s church. 

! On the day Davis accosted Abernathy 
in his office, armed with pistol and 
} hatchet, Abernathy had called her, Mrs. 
(\Davis testified. «■ " ■* 1 - 

* * * 


X. -TVS JURY deliberated only 1 0 
j minutes, obviously invoking the unwritten 
1 3aw, before acquitting Davis of at- 
tempting to do in the preacher*. 

! Yet, basking in the reflected glory of 
jKing, Abernathy emerged from The 
^revolting case unscathed in the eyes of 
#SCLC. 

In 1G>50, he was signally honored by 
Prime Minister Kwnme Xkrumah, the 
subsequently deposed dictator of Ghana, 
by being invited to Accra for a "Con- 
ference on Non-Violence and Positive Ac- 
tion for the Security of Africa.” 

This was heady stuff for a man who, 
but for his color and the accident of 
rime and place, would never have been 
heard from. But he was to go on to 
loftier things, despite his unsavory 
background, finally being elevated to 
King’s throne after the tragedy in 
Memphis. 

Monday he led the vanguard of a 
movement which is trying to intimidate 
Congress not only into rn a s s i v e 
redistribution of the wealth to the poor 
(along with the shiftless), but into chang- 
ing foreign policy. Vietnam is only one 
item of the agenda of the amorphous 


mass which may number in the tens 
£ thousands (hundreds of thousands, 
jorne say) who will attempt to im- 
mobilize Washington by late May. 

' . * * * 

^clczuiJ $ 
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IN THEIR initial protest Monday, the 
Abernathy-led extortionists denounced 
U.S. diplomatic and business ties with . 
(Portugal and South Africa. The United I 
States must not be encumbered, the 
formal statement said, “with the support 
in any way of racist societies abroad.’* 
Although Abernathy keeps mouthing 
the old line about non-violence, this is i 
once again semantic camouflage for the \ 
threat of violence unless Washington — ; 
the President and Congress — knuckles 
under to every demand. 

Today, the first of the poor 
people’s caravans, as the march leaders 
describe them, is scheduled to sc-t out 
from Memphis toward Washington via 
Marks, Miss. Next week, others are to 
start from other locations, in the 
Midwest, South, North ana ’.Vest. 

The first contingents of what is design- 
ed to be a soige of Washington are due 
to arrive May i:, with the escalation 
of forces reaching peak strength for an 
indeterminate camp-in by May 30. Ac- 
cording to the time-table, ‘‘major 
demonstrations” arc to begin May 20. 

' By June, Abernathy’s invading horde 
has it figured, there will be shantytowns 
all over Washington and the work of 
government should be paralyzed — 
unless: 

The government meets all demands, 
including massive new federal programs 
and handouts, a guaranteed income for 
everyone, liberalization of welfare pro- 
grams and regulations, and such changes 
in foreign policy as the blackmailers may 
demand. -■ ’ 


.TERROR is not the appropriate reac- 
tion in Washington: righteous Siwcris; 
accompanied by massive force. Unless* 

. authorities have the courage to turn back 
this invasion, by whatever force is 
. necessary, and refuse to be intimidated, 
the words of Senator Robert C. Byrd 
'Vest Virginia Democrat, will prove pro’ 
phefic: 

“I am greatly concerned for my coun- 
' r y • • • I feel that we can see ample 
evidence of destruction of our nation 
from within.” 

It would all be sickening enough if 
the leadership were other than Ralph 
Abernair.y, an unprincipled and 
unspeakable bum without any redeeming 
qualifies whatever; a demagogue worse 
man Stokdy Carmichael if only because 
so stupid; a degenerate unfit to 
'^“Best rural church, much 
toss pose as the representative of 
America's unfortunate poor. 

*~ 7 ” 
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May 10, 1968 
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^ ^ Investment C ounsel, Inc , 
EX’H q 800 BuhTBuIIdlng ~~ 
Det roit, Michi gan 48226 


I have received your letter of May 6th, with enclosure, 
and certainly appreciate the concern which prompted you to contact 
me. I want to thank you for your courtesy In bringing this material 

4T. . 

to my attention and for making known your v&ws on the matter. 


Sincerely yours. 


4 5JC.-J 

6 





.MAILED^ f 

101S68 I J. Edgar Hoov*tf 

COM^-Fc'f 1 . ^ ^ 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with. correspondent and 
no record of Investment Counsel, Inc. We have enjoyed favorable relations 
with "The Montgomery Advertiser. v B * 
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•• By separate communication subject has been 

recommended for inclusion in Agitator : Index. 


; This report has been class 

/ 1 i because it utilized info: 

/ Information furnished by 

Jg^Qclassified Con ential. 
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Ui\ f.D STATES 


depJrt 


0 


RTMENT OF J ^ J ICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


in Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 

Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

May 24, 1968 




CONFl&ENTI/u 


Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

dl Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 
including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

CH Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

Cm U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. X2 Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 
criteria: 


(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

<c) IX] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. (m Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been;fu.rnished □ enclosed □ is not available 
m may be available through FBI » Atlanta 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 

U. S. Secret Service, Atlanta, Georgia 
(Registered Mail) 


Enclosure(s) 


rr.MHD, 



val of classified enclosures , if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED J 
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UixiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
bureau of investigation 

Cta«fri£ed bflHHHHH 
Drtfcs^ry on: OADR se^»:t 
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Copy to: 


Report of: 
Dote: 


Title: 


S^ST 


I 

OMF^NTIAL 


1 - 111th MIG, Region V, ; , Fort Me Pherson, Georgia 
1 - NIS, Charleston U. S. Naval Base, Charleston, S. C. 
1 - Rarvine. Atlanta. Georgia 
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May 
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Field Office File ti 157—257 


Oiric«i Atlanta, Georgia 

Bureau File, ft 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


Character: 


RACIAL MATTERS 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEFEIN I S UNCLASSIFIED 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 
OTHERWISE 


Synop.ii: Subject born 3/11/26, Linden, Alabama, resides 

690 Laverne Drive, NW, Atlanta, Georgia, serves as pastor 
West Hunter Street Baptist Church and serves as President 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

Served in U. S. Army 8/12/44 - 10/27/45, . honorable 
discharge, ASN 349 94 505. Credit satisfactory. Atlanta 
PD records reflect three traffic violations. In connection 
with SCLC matters, subject has been in contact with 
individuals having prior CP membership or affiliation. 
Description set forth. 


- P* - 


DETAILS: 


I. BACKGROUND 


A. BIRTH 


The 1964 '’yearbook" published 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) , 
Avenue, NE, Atlanta, reflected RALPH D. 
born March 11, 1926 at Linden, Alabama. 


by the Southern 
334 Auburn 
ABERNATHY was 


B. CITIZENSHIP 


By virtue of his birth, ABERNATHY is an 
American citizen. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and 1. loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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T PRINTING OFFICE: 1967 - 0 - 273-878 





The 1964 SCLC "yearbook" supra, reflects • 
ABERNATHY is a graduate of Alabama State College, 
Montgomery, Alabama/,. . ■ \ i V , 

The January .21, 1967— January 27, 1967, 
edition of the "Chicago Defender", a weekly Chicago, 
Illinois, newspaper on Page 20, published an article 
entitled "The New Covenant Sunday - SCLC Leader to 
Speak". This article reflected ABERNATHY previously 
attended Atlanta University and was the recipient 
of a Doctor of Law (LLD) from Allen University. 


Vsic 



D. EMPLOYMENT 

On May 17, 1968, 
bureau of Greater Atlanta,' 

jHHHHkifis records reflect RALPH DAVID ABERN? 

^S^^^^ed from 1951 to 1961 as pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, 347 North Ripley Street, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Since 1961 Abernathy has been employed as 
pastor of the West Hupter Street Baptist Church, 

775 Hunter Street, SW, Atlanta, Georgia. These records 
also indicate that since 1961 ABERNATHY has held the 
office of Secretary-Treasurer SCLC. 


As of May 20 ; 1968, ABERNATHY continued to 
be employed as pastor of the aforementioned church 
and to also serve SCLC on a full-time basis as President. 



burnished a SCLC 

>rochure which set forth the history of this organization 
and biographical data concerning several individuals 
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in connection therewith. This brochure reflected 
that ABERNATHY at that time served as President 
of the Montgomery (Alabama) Improvement Association, 


" : . F. RESIDENCE ■> - 

; # Records of the Credit Buheiau^f,J^«ater ^ ; , 

Atlanta,, supra, reflected ABERNATHY res ided* at 76 peiho. 

Street, SW, Atlanta from 1961 until 1967. ; His current 
residence is 690 Laverne Drive/NW, Atlanta. 

In Having his current residence constructed, 
ABERNATHY as of early 1967, had incurred substantial ' , 

expense. /jJdff& SS - J- AY&R .N f hj - 


k»TD 

MARITAL STATUS 


1/67 




The January 21, 1967-Jannary 27, 1967, issue 
of the "Chicago DefemterA’, supra, reflected ABERNATHY 
was married to JUANITj^ABERNATHY, NeU^JONES. 

H. MILITARY SERVICE 

Georg 

License Bulffi^^^^Wro^n^aavised IC 
on May 17, 1968, that her records re_ 
was inducted into the United States Army at Fort 
Bening, Georgia, on August 12, 1944: ‘ “e received an 
honorable discharge October 27, 1945 at Foster General 
Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi. His Army Serial 
Number was 349 94 505. On March 22, 1966, ABERNATHY, 
was issued a new' State of Georgia Veteran’s Driver’s 
License number V-01S805. 

I. CREDIT 

Records of the Credit Bureau of Greater Atlanta, 
' supra, reflected ABERNATHY has a satisfactory credit 

rating.' ,f These records contain a. report dated February 20, 
1962, from the Montgomery, Alabama Credit Bureau; / „ 

indicating that as of February 2, 1961, ABERNATHY 


* !■-' <„ \ v 


i trv. 
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m* endan| in a slander ac tion,- broughfeoba^ 

1 ’ ^ B»2 ^ULLI m seeking $500,0^BSamages . This 


one L. 

ma v tt'^r^was*'sTill pending as of PtebrTTary 20, 1962. 


bit* 


(n<u 



* On May 17, 1968,] 

Captain's 0, 
advised IC 
record identifiable -with ABERNATHY 

V> \ j U. -, 1 T - ' 


he could not locate .a 


Station 
, Atlanta ,' 



Identification Division, 
Atlanta Police Department7 on May 20, 1968, advised 
her records reflect ABERNATHY was arrested as 
follows: 


Da te 


Charge 
Red Light 


March 28, 1963 

September 13, 1963 Red Light 

November 17, 1964 Lane 

Ordinance 


Disposition 

Fined $20; City of Atlantaj 
Muricipal Court. , 

Fined $30; City of Atlanta 
Municipal Court 

Fined $.25; City of Atlanta 
Municipal Court 


II. ACTIVITIES OF SUBJECT 


Unless indicated otherwise activities referred 
to took place in Atlanta, Georgia. 


Characterizations of individuals and organizations 
where available are set forth in the appendix section 
of this report. 
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In June, 1960, the "Committee to Defend 

KING, JR.," "The Struggle for Freedom in 
the South and the "Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference Student Defense Fund" in a combined 
appeal solicited funds from the Sovjfct Embassy, Czechoslovakian 
Embassy and the Rumanian Legation all in Washington 
D. C. , These organizations appealed for assistance 
in defending the Southern Negroes, whowerff risking their 
career, facing jail terms and death in their struggle 
to make the United States totally democratic. This 
appeal for contributions was made under six names, one 
of which was Rev. RALPH D. ABERNATHY, Treasurer, SCLC. 


°Q August 18, 1961 a news -release 


Cdmmuplcqffi jgg^fg ti^ 

Commi 1 1 eeV^f is tribute d by the Soiithern Conference 

H.n lino T 4 nnrt 1 m m / O nWwX m* j ■ 


Educational Fijnfl (SCEF). 1 * nils communication revealed 
that on August^L8, 1961 a delegation of Southern f . 
Integration leaders would ttakd petitions, signed by over 
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During the early part of May, 1968, ABERNATHY 
informed STANLEY LEVISON he was scheduled to speak 
on May 31," 1968, at commencement exercises of Alabama 
State College. ABERNATHY requested LEVISON prepare a 
speech for him to utilize on this occasion and LEVISON 
agreed t3 do So. 



On May 5, 1968, ABERNATHY discussed with 
STANLEY LEVISON a proposal that SCLC fecqae;. a membership 
organization and conduct a membership drive. They 
agreed tJthe 'i "time was appropriate ; for implementation 
of a membership drive. 



tv 



^advised 
SCLC, he 

would be - unable to meet with him andj ABERNATHY on 
May 8, 1968, as previously arranged for the purpose of 
discussing how operations of SCLC could be made more 
efficient. ’ ' , - 


The May 9, 1968, final edition of the Atlanta 
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CONFIDENT^! 

Journal, a daily Atlanta newspaper, Page 2A, published 
an article entitled, "ABERNATHY Says SGul Force, March 
to Solve Ills of Poor". This article revealed that 
on May 8, 1968, ABERNATHY addressed the weekly forum 
of the Atlanta Hungry Club on the theme , "The Poor 
People’s Campaign A Memorial to Dr, KING". ABERNATHY 
declared that the PPC was ndther begging nor threatening 
violence but demanding "with a thrust from a non-violent 
sword". 



The above article indicated that on May 8, 

1968, ABERNATHY flew to Atlanta from Montgomery, Alabama, 
to deliver this spesh: and immediately after left for 
Birmingham, Alabama. 


On May 9, 1968, informed, 

STANLEY LEVISON that ABERNATHY wished him to express 
his appreciation to, IE VI SON for preparing a speech he 
delivered in Atlanta on May 8, 1968. 



^^^^TnearlvMa^JS68, STANLEY LEVISON complained 
to was imperative that ABERNATHY 

operat^^^^^^W^^^ffrirm hand and not spend all his 
time making public appearances. LEVISON 
if ABERNATHY did not do so, he would find 
and himself reluctant to assist him and S( 


juu au uxa 

3<5c * '* ^ 





RKE 


FE: BERNARD S. US V. CXARENCE M. KELIE5f, E7T AL. 

tU.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1105 

SOLTCXERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SdC) 

V. GARENCE M. KET i Ft , ET AL tU.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1106 

Information piVt*** from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Snith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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The ^pril 10, 1965 : edition of the ’PhiladSlpNIaT " 
evening Bulletin" a daily Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
"ewspaper on Page 3 published an article, "Get Ready - 
We»re Coming, Rev. KING'S Aide Tells City." According 
to the article, ABERNATHY spote on April 9, 1965, at the 
Bright Hope Baptist Church, Philadelphia. During his 
speech ABERNATHY pleaded for a ^negotiated pea’ce in 
Vietnam and urged the admission of Red China to the United 
Nations. He endeavored to explain this did not mean 
he was giving into Communist philosophy. ■ 

On October l3, 1966, the Atlanta Journal on 
Page 25 of its final edition published an article 
entitled, "KING, - Aides Confer^' Discilss. >.Black Power." 

The article ref lected Rev. KING had called a meeting of 
"top SCLC leaders" to discuss the topic of "Black Power" 
and future programs of SCLC. According to JUNIUS GRIFFIN 
che meeting commenced on the evening of QctOber 12, 1966, 
and was expected to terminate late in the afternoon of 
October 13 or early October 14, 1966, and "involved eight 
members of SCLC's Research Committee". The article 
indicated GRIFFIN named those in attendance at this meeting 
as ABERNATHY, JAMES BEVEL, MRS. DOROTHY COTTON, Director 
of Citizenship, SCLC," "New York attorneys’,' CLARENCE JONES 
STANLEY LEVISON, HARRY WACHTEL, RALPH HELSTEIN, "International 
^resident of the Packing House Workers" and BAYARD 

i TO mTM *' 



The Atlanta Journal on Page 6A of its final 
dition December 29, 1967, published an article captioned. 
KING'S Aide Plans World Peace Trip".’ • This article* : 

ovealed that on January 3, 1968, ABERNATHY would embark 
on a trip "meet with Ifcads of state, religious and 
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community leaders in Geneva, Rome, Istanbul, Tel Aviv, 
Jersuleum, Saigon, Kyoto, Tokyo, and Honolulu'.' He 
would also, according to the article, attend a meeting 
of the International Inter-Religious Symposium on 
Peace, January 14-17, 1968, in New Delhi, India. 


On May 10 , ■ 1968, the Atlanta Constitution, 
a daily Atlanta newspaper, on Page 1 published an 
article captioned, 'ftarc&$& * or the Poor Mass Here" 
by lined ALEX COFFIN. According to this article, 
ABERNATHY addressed PPC members in Atlanta on the night 
of May 9, 1968, regarding the PPC. He promised a non- 
violent crusade but stated, "I don't want anyone to 
expect me to be MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ... I 
say to the nation, to the United States, with RALPH 
ABERNATHY, You've got hell on your hands". 


IV. DESCRIPTION 


The following descriptive data was compiled 
from information reflected by records of the agencies 
referred to above. 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Eyes 

Hair 

Comp lex ion 
Address 

Occupation 



RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 

Male 

Negro 

March 11, 1926 
Linden, Alabama 
5' 8" 

180 pounds 

Stocky 

Brown 

Black 

Dark 

690 Laver ne Drive, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Minister 

Pastor of West Hunter 
Street Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia 

President, SCLC 
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Marital status 


Dependants • " ' 

Military service r ^ 


Army Saial Number 


Married 

JUANITA ABERNATHY 
Nee JONES 


Three 
Unite 


Affgu 


(^totter 27, 


children 
States Army 

944^E 

1945 ■ 


349 94 505 
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INDIVIDUALS 




The YCL has been designated by the U. S. 
Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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The Labor Youth League has been designated 
by the U. S. Attorney General pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450, 
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CARL and ANNE BRADEN 

Mrs. ALBERTA AHEARN, 2311 Payne Street, Louisville,. 
Kentucky, a self-admitted former member of the Communist 
Party (CP), Louisville, Kentucky, in testifying on 
December 11 and 13, 1954, in Jefferson County, Kentucky 
Criminal Court, in a state sedition prosecution against 
CARL JAMES BRADEN, identified BRADEN and his wife, ANNE 
BRADEN, as having been known to her as members of the CP, 
Louisville, Kentucky, from January, 1951, to shortly prior 
to the time of her testimony. 




The Courier - Journal, Louisville, Kentucky, a 
newspaper of general circulation, on February 3, 1959, 
reported that CARL BRADEN had been sentenced to one year 
in prison on a charge of contempt of Congress on February 2, 
1959, in Atlanta, Georgia. The story noted that he had 
been convicted under this charge on January 21, 1959, and 
that the charge arose from his refusal to answer questions 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 


The Louisville Times, Louisville, Kentucky, a 
nev/spaper of general circulation, on February 27, 1961, 
reported that the United States Supreme Court had, on that 
date, affirmed the contempt of Congress conviction of 
BRADEN. 


* The Courier — Journal on May 2, 19S1, reported 

that CARL BRADEN had surrendered to the United States 
Marshal at Atlanta, Georgia, on May 1, 1961, to begin 
serving a one— year prison sentence for contempt of Congress • 

The Courier - Journal, on February 2, 1962, 
reported that CARL BRADEN had been released from the Federal 
Prison Camp at Allenwood, Pennsylvania, on February 1, 1982. 
BRADEN indicated that he would return to his home, 

Louisville , Kentucky . 


On August 30, 1963 , 

that CAR 
reside a 

Field SecrefSTie' 

Fund, Inc. (SCEF). 



•u 


a confidential source advised 
HmNE *BRADEN , continue to 
^tnd are still employed as 
lern Conference Educational 
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BENJAMIN J. DAVIS 




TiNFlljJi'Al- 


con f i d®K fTST s our c e Advised on January 21^ 

1964, that as of that date, BENJAMIN J. DAVIS was National 
Secretary of the CP, USA. 


"The New York Times," August 24, 1964, page 
27, column 4, reports that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, National 
Secretary, CP, USA, died in New York City on the night of 
August 22, 1964. 


t 
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iTCHlUS GKi^IW 


gonfid 





/ 'Source, in Juno 19S4, made available a flyer 

distributed by the Militant Labor Forum, announcing a party 
echedulod for Hay 30, 1964, at 116 University Place, 

Kow York City, which was for the purpose of welcoming home 
Socialist Workers Party (SV7P) presidential candidate. 
Echedulod to participate in a symposium at this affair was 
oae JUNIUS GRIFFIN, author of "Now York Times Series on Harlem 
£ate Gangs." This symposium was described as relating to 
"What’s Behind Harlem Hate Gang Scare?" 

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney 
General pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
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MLPHi gL STEIN CONRmTIA! 


# 


June 16. 1964 


A confidential source adv 
LPH HELSTEIN resides at 

and is the International rresi 
nitea facEinghouse Food and Allied Workers, AFL-CIO 
with offices at 608 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


A confidential source advised on June 20, 1956 
that RALPH HELSTEIN, 603 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, 
was a member of the National Lawyers Guild. 


rn a? 
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CLARENCE JONES 


■'OlflD ENTfAL 


j * CLARENCE JONES is the General counsel 

for /the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 
40th Street, New York City. 


| A confidential source advised on February 26, 

1957, that he had identified a photograph of CLARENCE 
JONES as a person v/hon he knew during late 1953 or 
early 1954 to be a member of, and in a position of 
leadership in, the Labor Youth League, 





KING, MARTIN LUTHER, JR. 


Wlb^lTIAl 

A Communist, Party functionary described MARTIN LUTIIER KING 
JR. as a confirmed. Marxist in February, 1962. * 
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The "Daily Worker" was an east coast .couaiunist 
newspaper, which suspended publication on January 13, 1858 

The George Washington Carver School has been 
designated by the U. S. Attorney General pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 
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CONIWNTIAl 


/ In. 11 The Saturday Evenly® Post,*' issue of : 

uuly 11 - 18, 1964, page 76, EAYARD RU3TIN is the subject 
cf a feature article captioned: "The Lone Wolf of Civil 

Rights." In it, PUS TIN is said to have come to New York 
in 1938, as an organizer for the Yeung Communist League (YCL) , 
and as such, he had the job oi recruiting students for the 
"Party." Furthermore, the article reports that during his 
first years hi New York, RU3TYN gave most cf his earnings • 
to the 'Party." lie reportedly left the "Party" in 1941, 
the article states. 


The "Daily Worker," February 11 . 1957, page 1, 
column 2, rejected th; c EAYiED- RUSTIN', Executive Secretary. 
War Register® League, was ar» observer at the 16th National 
Convention of the CcTuennist Party, United States of America 
(CP, USA) , held :n NfcV York City, cn February 9 - 12, 1957 





o 

AT 157-257 
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HARRY' WACHTEL 


/ 


/ 


"ONSfjENTlA.r 


HARRY WACHTEL is the Executive Vice President 
of the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th 
Street. New York. New York ^Jia— siasi des at I 


A confidential source furnished information 
in. December, 1949, that HARRY H. WACHTEL, 41 Broad Street, 
New York, New York, was on the list of individuals carried 
as active members of the National Lawyers Guild. 
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ViB.Ef, i)U BO IS CLUBS 
OP CHICAGO (DCC) 


CONRP 


1 * 1 / 


/ On May 3, 1965, a source advised that on June. 30 # 1964, 

a group of young people who attended the founding convention of , : 
the W.E.B. BuBois Clubs of America <BCA) met in Chicago and 
adopted a statement of purpose and constitution forming the DCC 
as an affiliate of the national DCA. . A 

■' A second source advised or. May 1, 1967, that DCA 

chartered clubs in the Chicago area are the. Test hide DCC and 
the North Side DCC. neither of which currently maintain, a 
headquarters » There is no central headquax tors for the DCC 
and there are no unchartered clubs in this area. 

The second source advised that the majority of DCC ; 
members are also members of the C?. 

During zhv past year DCC activity has been almost 
nonexistent. 
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DU BOIS CLUBS OF AMERICA 



,A source advised that on October 26-27, 1963, a 
Conference of members of the Communist Party,; USA (CPUSA), . 
Including national functionaries, met in Chicago, Illinois, for_ 
the purpose of setting in motion forces for the establishment of 
a new national Marxist-oriented youth organization which would- 
hunt for the most peaceful transition to socialism. The delegates 
were told that it would be reasonable to assume that the young 
socialists attracted into this new organization would eventually 
pass into the CP itself. ‘ . 


A second source has advised that the founding convention 
for the new youth organization was held from June 19-21, 1964, at 
150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which time 
the name W.E.B. DuBois Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted. 
Approximately 500 delegates from throughout the United States 


attended this convention. 



A third source advised in September, 1967, that JARVIS 
TYNER was elected chairman of the DCA on September 10, 1967, at 
the Third National Convention of the DCA held in New York, New 
York, from September S-10, 1967. 

A fourth source advised during August, 1967, that 
.JARVIS TYNER is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA. 


A fifth source advised on September 21, 1967, that the 
headquarters of the DCA is located at 34 Vest 17th Street, New 
York , New A ork . 
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[PHI SOCIETY FOR HOMAN RIGnfiQN FiDEm 1AL 




The Gandhi Society for Human Rights was 
farmed for the purpose of developing a philosophy and 
technique of non-violent civil rights protests. It is 
a non-action organization and makes no attempt to * 

influence legislation nor participate in demonstrations. 

[The Society furnishes legal assistance in certain civil 
rights cases. The organization was incorporated 
June 14, 1962. • 
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NATIONAL - LAWYERS GUILD 


• v) n 


CONFIRM 


/ The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 

Publications,” revised and published as of January 2, 
1957, to supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951, by 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. House 
[of Representatives, Washingtpn, D. C. , contains the 
following information concerning "The National Lawyers 
Guild:” ’ 


Cited as a Communist front. 



(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 1311, on the CIO Political Action 
Committee, March 29, 1944, p. 149). 

' Cited as a Communist front which ”is the foremost 
legal bulwark of the Communist Party, its front 
organizations and controlled unions” and which 
"since its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist Party and 
individual members thereof, including known 
espionage agents.” (Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, originally 
released September 17, 1950.) 

"To defend the cases of Communist lawbreakers, 
fronts have been devised making special appeals 
in behalf of civil liberties and reaching out 
far beyond the confines of the Communist Party 
itself*. Among these organizations are the 
*** National Lawyers Guild. Vfcen.the Communist 
Party itself is under fire these offer a bulwark 
of protection." 


(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, Handbook for Americans, 
S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1956, p. 91). 
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.,©r- GONFty&lAi 

1 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC, ."•!©/ 

’•The Southern Patriot,” a monthly publication, shov/s 
that it is published by the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund/ Inc. (SCEF). >■. ■ ...• ^r4 ••••.•'• ■ 

"Hie Southern Patriot” was cited as an ”organ” • 
of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare (SCHW) by 
the Committee on Tln-American Activities, House Report 592, 

June 12, 1947, 

The SCHW was cited as a communist front by the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592, 

June 12, 1947. 

An amendment to the charter of the SCHW dated 
April 26, 1946, changed the name of that organization to the 
SCEF, and listed its purpose as being to improve the educational 
and cultural standards of the Southern people in accordance 
with the highest American democratic institutions, traditions, 
and ideals . 


Titp 


, The SCEF is self-described as having deep roots 

in the South where it began as the educational wing of the 
SCHW, organized in 1938 to work for economic and political 
reform. When the SCHW disbanded in the late 1940’s, SCEF 
continued as an independent organization, rallying support 
for integration and democracy and helping to stimulate and 
nurture new movements of the early 1960 ’s. The SCEF 
maintained headquarters in Louisiana for twenty years, but in 
1966 moved its headquarters to Louisville, Kentucky. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

FUeNo ‘ 157-257 


Atlanta, Georgia 
Hay 24, 1968 



Ralph David Abernathy 


Character 

Reference 


Racial Matters 



l/j/*. Report of SA 1 

tjFr at Atlanta dated and captione 


as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 



T , h J? d r < L U f n ® n J contaln * neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
ol the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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FBI 

Date: 6/14/68 


Transmit the following in 

Via _ AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 



I 

.L. 


v V-j 
5 -* . ' \r. 

<J ■ * 



DIRECTOR, FBI (157-8428) 
SAC, CHICAGO (157-2474) (P) 


u 


too 


POCAH 

RM 

00: WFO 


XU wroRMAGW COKDUlflW 

■tir TOW 


iJATE. 



r 




U?C 


Re WFO teletype to Bureau, Chicago, and 
Philadelphia dated 6/11/68 and Chicago teletype to Bureau, 
Omaha, San Francisco, and WFO dated 6/13/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of LHM 
dated and captioned as above. Copies have also been fur 
nished to USA, Chicago, US Secret Service, Chicago, and 
Region I, 113 MI Group, Evanston, Illinois, Copies 
have been designated for the offices listed below in vie 
of their interest in this matter. 





4 V Bureau (Enc. 12) (RM) 

- Omaha (Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - San Francisco (Enc. 1) (RlSy^ 

1 - Philadelphia (Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - WFO (Enc. 1) (RM) 

|^> 2 ~ T-mm* NOT RECORDS 



’/ 0 0 - 4 ill 06 


183 JUN 19 1968 


% 




V 








Appn 


II A 1BS8 i Char 3 e 


Sent 


.M 


Per 


/(7 far ' 1 - 3 2 .* 



CG 157-2474 



SCLC was to participate. 

It is noted that the National Conference of 
Mayors is being held at the Palmer House in Chicago from 
6/10 through 6/14/68; however, extensive press coverage 
has been given to this conference and no report in the 
press or from other logical sources connected with that 
conference has been forthcoming to indicate ABERNATHY'S 
presence. 


Chicago was unable to determine the identities 
of the individuals in the group ref erred to in enclosed 
LHM since this group left Chicago after a momentary stop 
at the Trailways Bus Station. 

Chicago will continue to follow this matter 
closely and will keep the Bureau and interested offices 
advised of all pertinent information. 
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/« Reply, Please Refer to 
h'Ue So. i 5 7 _2474 


UNi .D STATES DEPARTMENT OF . STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
June 14 , 1968 


POOR PEOPLE' S CAMPAIGN (PPC) 


rrs 


37C 


At 10:45 a.m. on June 13, 1968, a racially 
mixed group of 22 persons, eight of whom were female 
were observed to arrive by Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation at the Continental 
Trailways Bus terminal in Chicago, Illinois. This group 
appeared to be in their late teens or early 20s and 
appeared to be of the "hippie type" in appearance. This 
group upon arrival was immediately transferred to 
Trailways Bus number 6432 bearing Washington, D.C. 
license 432. 


ITrailway s 

(advised on June 13, 1968, tha 
was from the PPC in Washington, D.C. and 
destination is San Francisco, California 




ie above group 
their final 




lb 


ie 13, 1968, Trailways] 

>ittsburgh, Pennsylvania', ' termina' 

JvTsed this g^>up was transported from Washington D.C. 
to Pittsburgh aboard a regularly scheduled bus. However, 
due to the group’s use of obscene language, and unruly 
appearance enroute to Pittsburgh, the other passengers 
refused to travel with them and the group was. 
a chartered bus, for transportation to Chicago ] 
stated he had no behavior problems with this group from 
Pittsburgh to Chicago. 


issengers> 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN (PPC) 



Bond anticipated arriving in Omaha at 6:00 p.m. and 
provided the group is well behaved, they will stop for a 
meal in the vicinity of Des Moines, Iowa. 

None of the above Trailways personnel were able 
to furnish the reason why this group left the PPC in 
Washington, D.C. 

A copy of this communication is being furnished 
to the United States Attorney, Chicago, United States 
Secret Service, Chicago, and Region I, 113 Military 
Intelligence Group, Evanston, Illinois. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 




Fate: 5 /f /68 



subject: 


SAC, HEW YORK 
SCLC - RACIAL MATTERS 

( 00 : AT ) CLASSIFIED DECISIONS FIN,AWMD' 

BY DEPARTMENT REVI, * — " 

ReNYtel, 5/6/6&1AI 
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There are enclosei^^oi^iil^JlAreau H copies of an LHM . N 

containing information frotMBJBBBHfcertaining to conversations, 
between STANLEY LEVISON an^^^HWB^RFORD, SCIX Executive 
Director, on. 5/4/68, and between LEVISON and RALPH ABERNATHY, 

SCLC President, on 5/5/88 ^ v 

'B I to characterize STANLEY LEVISON is * g 

** the anonymous source is WFO report‘d q 

re: "NLG, IS-C", to characterize g 

harry 0 A 

f ^ S 

'• /3/- Bureau (ENCLS. ljAftM) 4 . 

K ' M _ 157 _ Y (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 

2 - Atlanta (100-5718) (ENCLS. 2) (RM) 

) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJEC 



(1 - 157- 


j. - Baltimore (RM) (INFO 
1 - Chicago (RM) (INFO 
tl i- Memphis (RM) (INFO 
12 


m)< 


Ckswfod trj 

: wSsh'initon 'Field (100- 

(1 - 157- ) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 

New York (100-111180) (STANLEY LEVISON) (4l) 

New York (100-148289) (HARRY WACHTEZ) (4l) 

New York (157-2052) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT^ 
New York 100-153735) (CIRM) (43) 
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\j\c , except where saoAi 


SSnw Bonds Riptlarly on th, Payroll Saviny PJan . 


NOT RECORDED (' 

180 may >#1968 ^ 

-• 


ny ioo-i>t9I9 ; * 


* 



Information copies of this report are being sent to 
Baltimore, Chicago and Memphis. Baltimore is being Rent an _ 
information copy because of its possible interest in MC CTX)UD 
about whom previous information was furnished v . 



This LH^^^lBjyjjlf led "SE 
information fronn|||^^^^H|Ka. sourc 
information about racial matters in the US^a 
influence therein. It also is classified S 
it contains a concentration of information 
in the characterization of STANLEY LEVIS'OTT. 


;T" because it contains 
engaged in furnishing . 
Communist 
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A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on May 4, 1968, that, on 
that date William Rutherford, Executive Director of the 
SCLC discussed with Stanley Levison the SCLC sponsored Poor 

People's Campaign (PPC) in Washington, D.C. Rutherford 

indicated that he was impressed with the way the opening of 
the campaign had gone. He told Levison that people got up 
and spoke spontaneously, that they (SCIC) did not know what 
these people were going to say. He recalled one woman tellin, 
the Attorney General, Ramsey Clark, that his department chase 
people who do not want to go into the Army but does nothing 
about segregated draft boards or about people stealing money 
from the poor. He also commented that he was one of the _ 

“persons who worked up the committee that worked on "those -g jr 

[position papers", which were good. He said they got up a 
[draft called a Declaration of the PPC based mostly on $ % 

'Levison' s work; "it is about 99.9$ of that last draft you g £ 

wrote" . i\ 

1 Rutherford was upset over the lack of cooperation i 

! f rom the union in Memphis, Tennessee, which ’was involved in 

•the garbage workers strike. He noted that he and Cerillo (phonetic) 

I (SCLC Treasurer) were in Memphis and that "we" (the SCLC) had 
530 buses lined up (for the PPC) but nothing had been paid for 
<so he and Cerillo paid for the buses but the union "hasn't done 
'a thing". He added that at a church rally the first night in 
n Memphis they raised only $2,067.00 because they had no fund 
- raiser and the union gave nothing. He continued that they were 
\ supposed to meet with the union at breakfast but the union rj 

-representatives never showed up. Later, according to Rutherford, 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) . It 
is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to b e distributed outside your agency. 

v raw c>pdh 


: il O F FiuV.fcW > 

• j ASSlFi&ATlQg 


Sxcl from autom 
downgrading and 
__ .ENCLOSURE decla^sf^-Cation 


SECjJlT 

imatic w 








O’. 


Southern Christian Leadership 




.ET , , 

inference (SCLC) 


. confWnji al 


the union representative met with him, Cerillo and Jim 
Bevel (SCLC official) in Rutherford’s room. Rutherford 
said he told them that he understood the union was going 
to donate $10,000, that the SCLC needed 2,000 sleeping 
hags for the people (engaged in the PPC) and that he wanted 
to know where the money was. He said that he told a union 
representative that he wanted $10,000, that this person walked 
out, called the New York Office of the union, and returned 
and said $5,000 had been approved and that they would get 
the other $5,000.|^y 


Rutherford stated that eve 
Ralph Worth (phonetic), called Ralph 


.ally a union official, 
h^-mathy . head of the 
Aberna^nV 


SCLC) and said whatever his staff told Aberha^TTy that 
would be the w ay it is. He said that two hours later they 
had $10,000. yj 

Levison was incensed noting that the union had receivec 
$50,000 a week or two before the strike ended. Rutherford 
agreed noting that Walter Reuther brought them $50,000 and 
someone else brought then $100,000. Levison stated what 
Rutherford did was right but that it was not enough. Rutherford 
said he felt the union should maintain all the people 
in Washington who came from Memphis for the PPC 

Levison stated he would put this task before all 
the unions and threaten them that they (the SCLC) would 
make public the fact that, while other people have been 
giving, the group that Martin Luther King gave his life for, 
has done next to* nothing. Levison added that they (the 
unions) should be told that they have to come up with 
$250,000 collectively. (J 

Rutherford said he could see how the PPC could cost 
them a million dollars. He said that as of that day the 
balance in the conference (SCLC) account was $328,000 and 
$291,000 in the Foundation account giving them about $600,000 
which he described as a "drop in the bucket" compared to what 
they need . 1/ 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 


Levison cautioned that Rutherford would have ' u 
about $40,000 worth of bills and inquired if Rutherford 
ever received any money from Harry Wachtel 's office. 
Rutherford stated they had received nothing and that 
he knew Wachtel received a check at his office for 
$56,000. 1 He questioned why Abernathy had the check sent 

there .0 



Levison told Rutherford that an inter-religious 
committee ran an ad in which they asked for funds for the 
Martin Luther King Memorial Foundation and the address was 
Wachtel ’ s office. They said there is about $30,000 net in 
Wachtel' s office from this ad. ij 

Levison brought up the matter of a person named 
Me Cloud (phonetic) from whom the New York Office of the 
SCLC had received a letter stating that the SCLC had 
endorsed the sale of a portrait of Martin Luther King as 
a fund raising method and describing Me Cloud as the National 
Fund Raising Director. Rutherford described Me Cloud as a 
young man loaned to the SCLC for three months by one Gay 
Wilmore (phonetic) of the Presbyterian Church and who follows 
rich white Presbyterian Church members. He added that Me Cloud 
was in Atlanta working out of Ralph’s (Abernathy's) ol<y office. 
Levison recommended that the portrait sale be stopped ,U 


Levison also urged that the SCLC membership drive 
not be delayed. He indicated that after the initial response 
to King's death, in the way of contributions, is over he does 
not know where the money is going to come from to support tne 
SCLC. He warned that it could be a dying gasp if. the 
opportunity is not seized to raise membership. lA 


Levison was critical of Andrew Young (Executive 
Vice President of the SCLC) for not having contacted the 
Field Foundation which, he said, had "earme^.ced some 
$275,000". He said it has been one month since they offered 
the money and Young has not even called them. He stated that 
there is no point in going to other foundations until this is 
done. He then asked how this inaction must make the SCLC 
look in the foundation field. He said there is no organization 
in Atlanta taking care of these things and 'that Young has no 
business being in Marks, Mississippi if he has not handled 
the Field Foundation contact. He continued to criticize the 
SCLC stating that, at the moment, the organization is too 
flimsy, its biggest pillar (King) is gone, and that there is 
no organization with its Raders "running all over tne ?l-ce . 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 


They agreed that Rutherford, Young, Abernathy and Levison must 
sit down and discuss this problem, 


Levison also stated that he believes that if they 


take a tough approach) 
half million dollars 


with the labor unions and ask for a 
'they will get it./J 


Levison mentioned that he is going to put out a new 
fund appeal (letter). He said the reason they have done so^well 
is that they have a good list, the list they used being that 
of the American Civil Liberties Union which he described as a 
middle-class suburban list. He noted that they (SCLC) have 
used up about 655 * of .their best list and the same results 
cannot be expected. \) 


Levison returned to a criticism of the SCLC stating 
that they do not have a staff that they just have "gypsies.” 

He said they should be given a job to do and, if they fail, 
fire them. He said they have neither discipline nor people 
who take orders and carry them out. He recalled that King 
realized, before his death, that the SCLC had no staff and 
was deeply concerned about it. He urged that Abernathy stop 
making speeches and "start knocking heads together". Rutherford 
noted that Abernathy is concerned and has given him instructions 
to organize the SCLC office along military lines. Levison 
said it should be run along business lines with discipline 
all the way to the top. He added that as regards the 
Washington operation (PPC), there has to be a top staff to 
run it, that there is enough money but no organization ,U 


They agreed that Rutherford would contact Abernathy 
and Young about the proposed meeting and Levison said he 
would go to the meeting whenever it is set up. 


The source learned on May 5> 1968, that, on that date, 
Ralph Abernathy and Stanley Levison discussed the PPC. with 
Abernathy expressing his pleasure with the way. it has begun. 
Levison brought up the matter of a membership drive for the 
SCLC and asked if the Eoard (SCLC) had approved this idea. 
Abernathy said that it had and they agreed that now is the 
time for the membership drive because they will need support 


later on. 
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Abernathy requested Levison to prepare a 30 minut'e~ : * 
speech for him on the PPC and its effect. upon American society 
which he is to give before a club made up of middle-class 
Negroes. Levison agreed and also agreed to prepare a speech 
for Abernathy to use at Alabama State College commencement 
on May 31, 1968^^ 

Later on the same date, according to the source. 

Bill Rutherford requested Levison' s wife to tell Levison 
that he had talked with Abernathy, Young and Chauncey 
(Eskridge SCLC representative in Chicago) and that they 
agreed they should hold a meeting in Atlanta on Wednesday, 

(May 8 ) •( X[) \ 

A confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised 
in April, 1964, that Stanley Levison, was 
a secret member ,of the Communist Party, 

United States^AUofifiiGg. 

July , 
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A confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, furnished 
information in December, 1949, that Harry 
H. Wachtel, 4l Broad Street, New York, 

New York, was on a list of individuals 
carried as active members of the National 
Lawyers Guild. W lU 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. 


On March 5, 1944, another confidential 
source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, furnished 
information which revealed that the 
name Harry Wachtel was on a list of 


S£(^T 
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names, significance not known, which 
was maintained at the Headquarters of 
the Kings County Communist Party (CP) 
at 26 Court Street, Brooklyn, New York. 

Regarding Harry Wachtel's wife Lenora, 
it is noted that the same confidential 



source furnished information on 
March 5, 1944, which revealed that her 
name and address were on a list of names 
of newly elected officers of the Bs 
Beach Club of the Kings County CP. 


r names 
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1. . APPENDIX 

NATIONAL LAWYE R S GUILD 

The ’’Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications/’ revised and published as of December 
'1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, .United States House of ^present 
atives, Washington, p. C., contains the following 
concerning the Natiohal Lawyers Guild: 

’’National Lawyers Guild 


bsi l I Hi 



"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 13H on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 19 ^ > P* 1^9*) 


“2. Cited as a Communist front which ’is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions’ and which since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.’ 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

— House Report 3123 on the National 

Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17, 1950.; 


" 3 . ’To defend the cases of Communist . 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised . 
making special appeals in behalf of civil, 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild; When the . 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.’ 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, 

1956, p. 91.)" 


< 
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Chicago, Illinois 
May 31, 1968 


CONFIDENTIAL 



POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN (PPC) 


The late Martin Luther King, Jr., President, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) , 
announced publicly prior to his death, that he would 
conduct a massive civil disobedience campaign in 
Washington, D.C. , during the spring of 1968. This 
campaign would represent an effort to pressure Congress 
into passing legislation favorable to the Negro. King 
named this program the Poor People's Campaign (PPC). 


Reference is made to Chicago memorandum of 
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In connection with Chicago participants in 
the PPC in Washington, an article appeared in the 
"Chicago Daily News", a daily Chicago newspaper, edition 
of May 28, 1968. The article reflected that Robert Conda, 


a male Negro, age 28, of 741 South Independence Boulevard, 
a printer by trade, had just returned to Chicago after 
spending ten days at Resurrection City. Conda had denied, 


ENTIAL 


( 


5 



upon interview by a representative of this newspaper, 
reports of friction among the poor at Resurrection 
City, describing them as exaggerated and serving 
the interest of those who would like to see the PPC 
fail. He stated that if there was any friction in 
Resurrection City it was in the attempt of "outsiders" 
to create it by doing such things as slipping liquor 
into the camp or magnifying trivial incidents. 


Conda described himself as member of the 
West Side Organization (WSO) , 1527 Roosevelt Road, 
indicating that he had traveled to Washington with 
the second group of Chicago PPC participants, which 
had departed Chicago May 16, 1968. He planned to 
return to Resurrection City during the coining week, 
taking his wife Dorothy and two children, ages ten 
and four, with him. 

Copies of this memorandum are being made 
available locally to the following agencies: 


United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois, 


United States Secret Service, Chicago, 

Illinois, 

Region I, 113th Military Intelligence Group, 
Evanston, Illinois. 
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Presldest «Sf i»Tsouth*rn Christ tec Leadership C«^T^a»7^^ 
engaging to il»clt tele t ions with white wooes oo one 
was beaten by live Negroes who surprised hie in bed with a white 


Washington Field, through established sources and 
logical informants, attempt to verify these allegations and 
furnish the results to the Bureau by teletype followed by 

letterhead meoorcadua. Expedite. 
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ON JUNE NINE INSTANT 
CHAL AIRPORT POLICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. (WDC) , ADVISED 

RALPH D. 1 ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 

ognfee22;CE (sclc) and Charles evers, director, 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCE!, SENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
, FOR STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, DEPARTED WDC FROM 
INAL AIRPORT AT EIGHT TEN A.M. INSTANT VIA DELTA 
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;,B2HKATHY due to return wlc area at friendship 

. MARY LAN D AFTERNOON SAKS DAY. TIKE AND FLIGHT 
CL ARRIVAL NOT KNOWN. EVERS WILL NOT RETURN. 

KOSEA WILLIAMS, HEAD OF SCLC DIRECT ACTION COMMITTED 
LAA.:_RTED TEC FROM NATIONAL ELEVEN FORTY A.M. INSTANT VIA 
L..SWRRN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE THIRTY NINE ARRIVING" ATLANTA 
ORE SEVENTEEN P.M. DATE OF RETURN Y/DC NOT KNOWN. 

CEECi: WITH PARK POLICE AT RESURRECTION CITY (RC) 
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t July 1 , 1968 

•a WWAMATWN C0H TA»f4» t _ 

J, Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I will take this direct approach to save everyone 
time and money because I need answers to only two questions. 

Briefly, I have a husband and wife team of "Letters 
To The Editor" writers who at times get pretty wild. I 
refused to publish a better containing unsupported 
accusations on Ralph Abernathy. The writer of the letter 
promised to sentf-HIs source of information which turns 
out to be the enclosed booklet -with the area outlined as 
fact in the letter to the editor. My two questions are: 

I Is the pamphlet correct? Is the pamphlet published by a 
I reputable source? I've never heard of "T hoVR eriew of t he 
News", Belmont,. Mass. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration, I 
remain. 


Mr. Tolson — 
Mr. Del/ach 

j 

Mr. Onral 

Mr. V i- 

Mr. 

Mr. Rosen .... 
Mr. bui; van 
Mr. Tavel — 
1 Mr. Trotter- 

I Tele. Room... 
Mics Holmes 
Miss Gandy. 


Very truly yours. 
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CORRECTION, PLEASE! 

ITEM: From an Article in the New York Times for April 6, 1968: 

Of the new S.CL.C. leader [Ralph D. Abernathy] Mr Young said: 
"He’s been as much responsible for building Martin as a leader and the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference as anyone else. 

Correction: In view of “Reverend” Abernathy’s influence over the 
years upon the late Dr. King and the Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference, we should study Abernathy’s activities and ideas. 

In 1964 a Negro newspaper in South Carolina, The Herald, coura- 
geously informed its readers of one aspect of Ralph Abernathy s chara ^ r 
to show why it wanted nothing to do with him or the S.C.L.C. It pub- 
lished the transcript of a trial held in ajdool gomrry County . Alab ai q L 
court containing sworn testimonyjhail“Reverend’ Abernathy engaged in 
'HHoTsexu a l relaTionr C T n clu d in g -^normal acts”) with a fifteen year old 
girl, and that even after she became married he attempted to continue this 
immoral relationship. The young lady told her husband of Abernathy s 
continuous assaults, whereupon her husband chased Reverend A 
nathy down a Mont gomery street on a su mmer day m 1958, threatening 
him with a hatchet/The often-jailed Abernathy brought charges against 
but the man was acquitted. Obviously it is very much 
in order to raise a serious question as to the propriety of a man who would 
engage in such scandalous activity having such key influence on a Chris- 
tian” organization leading a “moral” crusade. 

Other public records establish that in 1957 Abernathy accompanied 
Martin Luther King to the now famous Labor Day weekend conference 
at the Communist Highlander Folk School in Monteagle, Tennessee. In 
1960 the Tennessee courts closed the school on the basis of charges involving 

liquor and gross immorality. , , „ 

James Dombrowski and Aubrey Williams were two of the Commu- 
nists closely associated with that school. Both of them also helped to create 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund. The Louisiana Joint Legis- 
lative Committee on Un-American Activities issued an 126-page report in 
1964 in which it stated: “This report solidly confirms our prior findings 
that the Southern Conference Educational Fund is in fact a Communist 
Front and a Subversive Organization.” Two pages later it noted: The 

April 24, 1968 





’Rr,.r«n<l" Ralph 0. Ab.ma'hy (r) training at th. Communi.t Highlands Folk Sthool in 1*57. 


Committee finds that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference [now 
headed by Abernathy] ... is substantially under the control of the Com- 
munist Party through the influence of the Southern Conference Educa- 
tional Fund and the Communists who manage it. . , , 

It is not surprising that Ralph Abernathy has come to the aid of the 
Communists in other ways. For example, his name heads the list of revo- 
lutionaries who petitioned the United States Senate to stop an investiga- 
tion of the National Conference for New Politics, cited by the chairman 
of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee asJVork.ng hand-in-^ve 

with the Communist Party, U.S.A.*’ (Cong. Rec., Sept. 22, 1967, p. S13507). 

Furthermore, the “Reverend” Abernathy, who claims to be so con- 
cerned over the welfare of Negro-Americans, looks the other way where 
people with yellow skins are concerned. He went on record in 1965 in 
favor of admission of Red China to the UN, and of negotiating with the 
Communists in Vietnam, in spite of the barbaric slaughter of ° 

Asians by these governments. No racist, he simply stood with die Reds. 

This man’s hypocrisy does not end there. “Reverend” Abernathy is 
supposedly committed to a policy of “non-violence.” The leaders of die 
Congress of Racial Equality promote violence. The New Yorf^ Times tor 
August 18, 1967 quoted CORE Director Floyd McKissick as saying it is 
a “foolish assumption to sell non-violence.” The founder of CORE, James 
Farmer, explained more fully what CORE stands for when he exclaimed: 
“We’re much more militant [violent] than Malcolm X.” Yet Abernathy 
has been a top official in CORE since at least 1961! 

“Reverend” Ralph Abernathy seems perfectly suited to head an or- 
ganization substantially controlled by the Communists. 

Additional copit, of tbi, pamphlet: 1-99 copies, ten for one dollar, 1 00-999 copies, 
eight cents each , J ,000 copies or more , seven cents each. 
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LEST WE FORGET 

■ Who killed Martin Luther King? 
And why? 

Well, who stood to profit? 

You will recall that King first 
came to notice in 1955, as head of the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott launched 
by Mrs. Rosa Parks. Mrs. Parks was 
a student at the Highlander Folk 
School, which was organized with 
the help of Don West, then district 
director of the Communist Party of 
North Carolina, and which was of 
course a Communist training school 
—cited as such by several govern- 
ment agencies. And King ran the 
boycott as head of the Montgomery 
Improvement Association, which had 
been formed by the Rev. Fred Shut- 
tlesworth, who is a former convict, 
says the Joint Legislative Committee 
on Un-American Activities of the 
State of Louisiana, and “has been 
affiliated with several communist- 
front organizations.” 

Another former convict is Bayard 
Rustin, who in 1953 was arrested by 
the Pasadena Police Department for 
homosexual activities. The Allen- 
Scott Report for August 16, 1963, 
reports that in 1936, as a college stu- 
dent, Rustin joined the Young Com- 
munist League, “and was active in 
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its operations on the campus and 
elsewhere”; and that in World War 
II, he was arrested for making 
speeches opposing our war against 
Hitler, and served twenty-six months 
in federal prison. 

And in 1955 he became Dr. King’s 
“secretary.” 

In March, 1957, at a meeting in 
Atlanta, they formed the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 
The meeting probably couldn’t have 
been called in February, because Mr. 
Rustin, Dr. King’s secretary, was 
then attending the sixteenth national 
convention of the Communist Party. 

The president of SCLC was of 
course the Rev. Dr. King. The vice- 
president of SCLC was the Rev. 
Fred Shuttlesworth. And Shuttles- 
worth later also became the new 
president of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund— which has been 
described by three government agen- 
cies as a department of the Marxist 
Conspiracy. It was organized by 
Communists, is run by Communists 
and is the most important Commu- 
nist organization in the South. 

Mr. Carl Braden has served as field 
director and has been named under 
oath as a Communist Party member. 
His wife Anne, an SCEF official, 
has also been named under oath as 
a Communist. 

Mr. Braden is a former convict, 
of course. You have to be to get any- 
where in the Movement. While in 
Louisville, he was convicted of a 
felony— a little matter involving 
some dynamite. 
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Mr. Aubrey Williams was SCEF 
president until 1963. In April, 1934, 
he was named under oath as a Com- 
munist. It was Williams, a Commu- 
nist, whom Shuttlesworth — King’s 
vice president — replaced as president 
of SCEF, a Communist organization. 

And there was James A. Dorn- 
browski, executive director of SCEF, 
who has also been named under oath 
as a Communist Party member. 

On October 7, 1958, Dr. King 
wrote a letter to Anne Braden, in 
which he urged her and her husband 
Carl — both already well known as 
Communists — to become permanent- 
ly associated with his SCLC. 

And on August 16, 1960, King 
wrote the following letter to Com- 
munist Dombrowski: “Dear Jim, 
This is just a note to acknowledge 
receipt of your letters of recent date. 
We, too, were more than happy to 
have you in our home, the fellowship 
was very rewarding. I will expect to 
hear from you when Bishop Love 
returns to the country. At that time 
we can set the date for an Atlanta 
meeting. Very sincerely yours, Mar- 
tin.” 

In fact, King actually filed an af- 
fidavit in federal court in New Or- 
leans, strongly supporting Dombrow- 
ski and SCEF — and refused to repu- 
diate the affidavit even after being 
shown proof that he was actually a 
Communist. 

Indeed, a photograph exists which 
shows Martin Luther King along 
with Anne Braden, Carl Braden and 
James Dombrowski (the last three 


all identified Reds), the back of 
which reads as follows in Dombrow- 
ski’s handwriting: “The 6th Annual 
Conference of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference, Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, September 25 
to 28, 1962.” 

And there is a check, issued by the 
Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, signed by James A. Dom- 
browski, and dated March 7, 1963, 
to the order of Martin Luther King, 
in the amount of $167.74, with a no- 
tation on it: “New York expenses” 
— and Dr. King’s endorsement on 
the back. 

The Louisiana Committee on Un- 
American Activities concludes that 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference — founded by Dr. King 
— is “substantially under the control 
of the Communist Party through the 
influence of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund and the Commu- 
nists who manage it.” 

There is also the fact that on the 
Labor Day weekend of the year 1957, 
in a speech at the Communist High- 
lander Folk School, King called 
Communist Aubrey Williams “one 
of the noble personalities of our 
times,” and had his picture taken 
with Abner W. Berry, of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party. 

And there is Hunter Pitts O’Dell, 
^who was exposed in 1956 as a south- 
ern district organizer for the Com- 
munist Party, in 1962 as a member 
of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party — and as late as the 
summer of 1963, was still employed 
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ay Dr: King to help run the SCLC. 

In fact, we read in the Boston 
Globe of April 15, 1964: “Official 
warnings have again been given to 
King about another, even more im- 
portant associate who is known to be 
a key figure in the covert apparatus 
of the Communist Party. After the 
warnings, King broke off his open 
connection with this man, but a sec- 
ond-hand connection none the less 

continues. ... , 

And last September, the national- 
ly syndicated AUen-Scott Report re- 
vealed that “the FBI has unimpeach- 
able evidence, including photo- 
graphs, showing that King is now 
listening to a man who . . . has been 
one of the Communist party s big- 
gest money raisers in this country. 

He it was apparently who wrote 
King’s statement in April, 1967, at 
the UN, that Congress is “wild with 
racism”; and his statement later in 
the year, at his SCLC convention, 
that the U.S. is the “greatest purvey- 
or of violence in the world today. 

Dr. King of course was the in- 
ventor of “nonviolence.” What ac- 
tually was “nonviolence? How did 
it work? Well, in Saturday Review 

for April 3, 1965, he tells us: 

“1. Nonviolent demonstrators go 
into the streets to exercise their con- 
stitutional rights. 

“2. Racists resist by unleashing 
violence against them. 

“3. Americans of conscience in the 
name of decency demand federal in- 

i i 
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ervention and legislation. 

“4 The Administration, under 


mass pressure, initiates measures of 
immediate intervention and remedial 

le8 Now°remember, this isn’t my idea 
This is straight from King mmselt. 

And observe that according to Dr 
King himself, the violence that 
usually occurred in one of his dem- 
onstrations wasn’t unexpected, wasnt 
to be avoided, wasn’t something to 
be sorry about. It was cxa« y what 
he wanted. It was the point to the 
whole Production. 

It was in fact, said Dr. King, the. 
only reason for a “non-violent dem- 
onstration: to generate more pressure 
on the Congress to install more col- 

lectivism. , 

“For weeks,” explains Newsweek 
of March 22, 1965, “Martin Luther 
King had been escalating his Selma 
voter-registration campaign toward 
the state he calls ‘creative tension - 
the setting for a paroxysm of segre- 
gationist violence that can shock the 

nation to action. ... . , ... 

“The Negroes’ rationale in holding 
night marches,” explains the New 
York Times of February 24, 1964, 
“is to provoke the racist element in 
white communities to show its 
worst.” 

So King’s “nonviolence, to repeat, 
not only wasn’t in any way an at- 
tempt to avoid violence according 
to King himself, violence was an in- 
escapable, essential, desirable part ot 
it “Nonviolence” meant only that 
King himself did not use the violence 
—he caused it. He provoked it, final- 
i.. ice”— ^vervone who 


April 24, 1968 


doesn’t own a pair of sandals and 
doesn’t need a bath — either to lie 
down and die or to retaliate, so that 
King could play the innocent vic- 
tim. “Nonviolence” in short was 
nothing else but a demonstration of 
dialectical materialism, the pseudo- 
science invented by Marx, according 
to which Marxists advance by con- 
trolling both sides of the conflict; by 
advancing a thesis , which provokes 
an antithesis — a reaction by reaction- 
aries — a struggle which produces a 
synthesis , which becomes a new 
thesis, and continues until the com- 
plete victory of Socialism. 

“In short,” said King in Stride 
Toward Freedom (New York, Har- 
per & Row, 1958, pp. 94-95), “I 
read Marx as I read all of the in- 
fluential historical thinkers— from a 
dialectical point of view, combining 

a partial yea and a partial no The 

Kingdom of God is neither the thesis 
of individual enterprise nor the anti- 
thesis of collective enterprise, but a 
synthesis which reconciles the truths 
of both.” 

So the ironic truth is that King 
contributed to his own murder. For 
in Memphis he was once again ap- 
plying his philosophy of “nonvio- 
lence,” was he not? Once again, he 
was trying to provoke violence ac- 
cording to stage 2 of his tactics. 

And he succeeded. 

And what were the “immediate 
intervention and remedial legislation” 
King was after according to stage 4? 

In the Selma March, for instance, 
in 1965, the violence he provoked 


according to stage 2, followed on 
schedule by the sympathy of stage 3, 
caused the lightning passage of the 
“voting rights” bill, under which the 
federal government grabbed from 
the states power to register voters — - 
the point being, of course, that in 
any dictatorship, whether Commu- 
nist or Nazi, all the power must be 
centralized. * 

And soon King’s organization will 
launch his “Poor People’s March” on 
Washington. The plan as you know 
envisions the actual interruption of 
Congress unless “poor people” are 
handed about $100 billion — which 
would be used as usual to recruit, 
train, finance and defend the Com- 
munist gangs which are destroying 
our country, through the “war on 
poverty.” For such an amount of 
course you have to put on a good 
show. You need some really bloody 
“nonviolence.” 

And where is it all heading? What 
is the goal? Suppose the “Poor Peo- 
ple’s March” does manage to inter- 
rupt Congress. Suppose in fact that 
so many “poor people” physically 
occupy the government, that the gov- 
ernment is paralyzed and cannot 
function. What would we have? 

What we would have of course is 
the Russian Revolution. We would 
have a coup — the seizure of our gov- 
ernment by “nonviolence”: by force. 

Now imagine once again that you 
are one of the small band of rich, 
educated and not at all oppressed 
conspirators secretly running the 
communization of America. And 
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once 'again you are looking down 
from your skyscraper in New York. 
Your scheme to create a race war is 
going very well. You are sorry you 
had to wait so long, of course— you 
remember wishing years ago that 
you could immediately indulge your 
great love of killing— but you knew 
that Americans of both colors had to 
be properly prepared. So you began 
with something Americans could be 
sold: “nonviolent integration,” and 
you used a clergyman named King 
to sell it— to capitalize on the fact 
that black Americans have some- 
times been the victims of injustice 
and to sell it so as deliberately to 
create the bitterness you need. 

But now it’s 1968, and your scheme 
is going very well. There s lots of 
beautiful killing and blood. “Watts 
was glorious,” you said, if you hap- 
pen to be Herbert Aptheker. Now 
you no longer need to bother^with 
such nonsense as “integration. Yet 
at the same time, you have serious 
problems. Your use of King is being 
more and more exposed. His use of 
violence is becoming understood. 
Everybody says he is becoming un- 
popular. In fact, he is turning from 
an asset into a liability. ‘Reaction- 
aries” are preventing the passage of 
important Communist legislation. 
King is doing his best, but you arc 
having difficulty, for instance, get- 
ting that $100 billion. 

Suppose King were violently re- 
moved? you ask yourself. You no 
longer need him — so suppose he 
were brutally murdered as part of 
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his next demonstration of dialectical 
materialism. That would be the ul- 
timate in “nonviolence.” With one 
30.06 bullet you could blame “white 
racism,” as usual, restore Kings 
reputation, further accustom Ameri- 
cans to martial law, pass your Com- 
munist legislation — and at the same 
time notify your troops around the 
country that “nonviolence” is. dead, 
too, and should be replaced by guer- 
rilla warfare. 

So you call in your shooters and 
you order the hit. 

Observe the first results of the 
murder. Riots and looting raged for 
a week, making Americans of both 
races furious. Many feel great sym- 
pathy for the victim. And in New 
York, Nelson Rockefeller was able 
to ram through a $6 billion urban 
renewal” program which lets the 
state intervene over the heads of the 
mayors. 

Rockefeller participated by the way 
in a memorial march for King, arm 
linked with Charles Kenyatta, head 
of Harlem’s Mau Mau Society — 
named for the Communist terrorists 
of Kenya. Whether or not Kenyatta 
is just another psycho, 1 don’t know, 
but he specializes in appearing in 
public with a machete on which a 
Bible has been impaled. 

In fact that’s what he was carrying 
^vhen Rockefeller took his arm. 

And in Washington, Johnson’s 
Communist housing bill was passed. 
When the Communists grabbed 
Russia, they naturally also grabbed 
housing, using the welfare of work* 




ers as the excuse. They didn’t say 
they were doing it for black people, 
because no black people are there. 
They said that everyone had the 
“right” to a certain living space, and 
moved those who had less in with 
those who had more. Remember that 
no black people were involved — 
everybody who was, was as white as 
the Governor of Mississippi — so those 
who resisted weren’t racists, were 
they ? They resisted because the point 
as always was not to establish “racial 
justice,” but to control the popula- 
tion. And Party members and sym- 
pathizers naturally got the best. 

The same thing will now begin to 
happen here. 

This is why we must continue tell- 
ing the truth about Martin Luther 
King; not for revenge, or just to 
destroy a phony reputation, but be- 
cause of the use to which his murder 
—like that of John F. Kennedy— is 
being put. 

So who killed King? 

The fact that Ramsey Clark heads 
the investigation is suspicious enough. 
Anybody who believes Clark has any 
interest in truth should be sent im- 
mediately to me. I’m trying to sell 
the Brooklyn Bridge. And observe 
that his investigation already smells 
like last week’s mackerel. 

If and when Clark ever presents 
a suspect, you can bet we will be told 
that he is a “right-wing extremist.” 

So what should Americans do 
now ? 

1) Demand that we be told all the 


facts and that the investigation con- 
tinue until King’s killers are found. 
Then we might as well also find ouf 
who killed Medgar Evers, blew up 
the four little black girls in that 
church in Birmingham in 1963, and 
helped Communist Oswald kill Ken- 
nedy. 

2) Refuse to be intimidated. King 
was almost entirely a creation of 
public relations — of a bunch of 
crooked reporters, most of them 
white. Like the barrage of publicity 
after the Kennedy assassination, the 
current propaganda is designed not 
only to advance Communism but to 
demoralize the opposition— to make 
Americans uncertain and guilty. In 
fact, on Long Island, for instance, 
hoodlums stoned automobiles whose 
drivers refused to turn on their 
headlights “for the King.” Needless 
to say, the growing number of Amer- 
icans of both colors aware of what 
King really was, and really was 
doing, will not be given coverage on 
CBS. You are not as alone as that 
lie net would have you think. 

3) Continue exactly as we have 
been— telling the truth— explaining 
that “free handouts” are nothing but 
the bait of dictators; that the trouble 
in this country isn’t caused by black 
people, but by the small band of 
criminals — most of them white — who 
have been framing them; and that 
the “civil rights movement,” which 
now has taken the life of Martin 
Luther King, was designed from 
the beginning to enslave us all. 

— Alan Stang ■ ■ 
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Havre De Grace, Maryland 21078 
Dear 

In response to your inquiry concerning Ralph Abernathy 
contained in your letter of July 1st, with enclosed pamphlet, informa- 
tion in our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to 
regulations of the Department of Justice. 

Regarding your question as to the reputability of "The 
Review of the News, ’’ Belmont, Massachusetts, this Bureau is strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, neither 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication, or individual. I hope you will not infer , 
either that we do or do not have material in our files relating to this 
publication. I am sorry I cannot be of assistance to you. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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a NOTE: Bufiles contain no recor^o^u^Qm^JDe Grace Record and (q7c 
B nothing identifiable concerning'H^HHHHBl <he only references 
f to fire organization publishing th^enclosed pamphlet, ’’The Review of •• a' 
the News, " Belmont, Massachusetts, appears with a copy of 'a letter 
sent to the Federal Power Commission by correspondent whf) designated 
a copy for the Bureau and an incoming letter.to the Bureau 9-10-67 which 
enclosed a petition published by this publication. Ralph Abernathy is 
well known to the Bureau.^^^ ^ u 


ovel to 

ratter W 

ele. Room — 


^ ^ MAIL ROOM i 1 ^ci 

^8 JUL12196R 


TYPE UNIT l 



Omnr^m, / / '/ C/ J / & 













Approved; 


Special Agent in Charge 


.M Per 







-t 


FD-3*. 5-22-84) 

? ’ 

J 

r \ 

1 ■ 


..V'V 


vV> V. 


• v - -- 

- i ‘ *- 


Transmit the following in CODE 


Via 


TET.ETYFE 




-■ -■ >./ * »" ■ xif* 


TO: 

FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI AND 





(Type i 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop, 

Mr. Casper — : — 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad , 

Mr. Pelt . 

Mr. Gale J 

S&£~ 

Mr. Tavel - • 

Mr* Trotter...*— i 
Tele. Room.. 


Miss Holmes 
TsT jGTaTTdy T — 





; sac, WFp.( 157-1654) : 5 

RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, RACIAL MATTERS (00 :AT). 

ON INSTANT DATE, K SOORCRr £ r )j :> WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 
INFORMATION IN .THE PAST, ‘ ADVISED THAT ABERNATHY ACCOMPANIED BY 
ANDREW J. YOUNG, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT^ SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), AND FRED C- BENNETTE, SECURITY 
OFFICER, SCLC, PLANNED TO TRAVEL TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, 
THIS DATE TO MEET MRS. CORETTA KING AND, -TO PARTICIPATE IN A 


SCLC BENEFIT SPONSORED BY PEOPLE IN THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY. 


ON INSTANT DATE, ONE HUNDRED SIXTEENTRJ1IG, WASHINGTON , 
D. C., ADVISED THEY HAD LEARNED THAT ABERNATHY, ACCOMPANIED' 
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File No, 157-2924 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta , Georgia 
July 23, 1968 


Title Poor People *s Campaign 


Character Racial Hatters 

Reference Letterhead memorandum dated and 

captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency: It and Its contents are not to bo distributed outside 
your agency. 
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nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SPEECH OJREVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, PEORIA, ILL I NO] 
JULY TWENTYSIX NEXT. RM. 
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kDVISED TODAY THAT REVEREND ABERNATHY IS SCHEDULED T 
SPEAK ELEVEN FIFTEEN AM, JULY TWENTYSIX NEXT BEFORE THE NORTH 
CENTRAL JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. 
CHURCH CONFERENCE HELD FOR PURPOSE OF ELECTING GOVERNING BISHOP 
AND DETERMINING CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES BETWEEN METHODIST AND 
EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCHES UNIFICATION. ABERNATHY 
REPLACING INVITED SPEAKER DR. COLIN MORRIS OF ZAMBIA, UNEXPECTEDLY 

RECALLED TO HIS COUNTRY. ^ jqj /oo -t/dSL foL-QZ 

ABERNATHY PERSONALLY INVITED TO SPEAK BEFORE DELEGATES BY 
DR. BRYON STROH OF INDIANAPOLIS , CHAIRMAN, PROGRAM COMMITTeYI 
ABERNATHY SCHEDULED TO SPEAK ON URBAN CRISIS, WAR ON poWrW, 2 M 68 
PROBLEMS OF RACISM. 

ADM. USA, SS, MI ADVISED, CHIEF, PEORIA PD, ADVISED. SALIENT 
TEXT OF SPEECH WILL BBE SUBMITTED IN LHM. P. 
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From: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (157-987) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 

□ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCEDIV. 

Subject: SPEECH OF ® - 

REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
J 7/26/68 

7 PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

/ □ CR D EL □ VRA-65 a CRA-64 

r a PA □ PE □ PF 

I l BM □ BM- Threats f~Xl Racial Matters 

I I Klan □ Organization 


Summary of Complaint: 


Enclosed herewith are the original and 10 copies 
of a LHM captionej^^^^^^^^^gtting forth investigation 
(C~ conducted by Also enclosed are 2 copies 

of an FD-376. 


he 


Enclosed for Chicago, Atlanta, Miami and WFO 
are 2 copies each of the above mentioned letterhead memorandum. 

Copies of the LHM have been "disseminated to USA, 

SDI , Springfield, Illinois; Secret Service; Springfield, 

Illinois; OS I, Chanute Air Force Base, Illilwlatr-MI~r- Ey& nston ... 
Illinois anty^^^hicago, Illinois. | V^>-' ... 

O^B^reau (1^^? 13) 2 - Atlanta (Enos. 2>W 2. -jptfffO (E[ncs.2: 

2 - Chicago (E^s. 2) _2 q-^ ^ iami (Enc^^2>\££^£^sj^.( 157-987] 

ACTION: tJACB: 

1 I No further action being taken and • - 1 

E~l LHM enclosed [T| Copy furnished to USA Springf ield 

□ LHM being submitted 29 . 1968 

□ Report being submitted ' 

1 1 Preliminary investigation instituted — — — «- — 

‘ imi.ted inv^ig^ij4iJSti 
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V- (1 : 157-855 ) (POCAM) J 
(1: 157-944) (REPCON) ; 
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Secret Service, Military Intelligence and USA • 
notified of ABERNATHY* s arrival and departure r ; > / 
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FD-376 (Hev, 2-1-66) . 



In Reply* Please Refer to 


File Z\V 



UNI. D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ,TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

July 27, 1968 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- . 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 


3. D Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 


4. q U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 


5. QQ Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

. <c) OS Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. • 

6. □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 


Photograph □ has' been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 
1 1 may be available through 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure's) 
U. S. Secret Service 



Enclosure^) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 

becomes UNCLASSIFIED .) 



In Reply , Please Refer to t 
File No. 



UNITi^J STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU...TCE 

federal bureau of investigation 

Springfield, Illinois 
July 27, 1968 


<WP n*M*TlOH COWTNJjJj^v 


sassy 





REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


On July 25, 1968, a source who has furnished reliable 
information in the past furnished the following information: 

On July 26, 1968, Reverend RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY , 
Leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, will 
speak in Peoria, Illinois, before the delegates attending 
the North Central Jurisdictional Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. The four day conference will bring together 
more than 1200 delegates of the Methodist and Evangelical 
United Bretheran Churches, who will elect a governing bishop 
and determine conference boundries as a result of the recent 
church unification. 


Reverend ABERNATHY was personall«^invited to 
appear at this conference by Doctor BRYQU^STROH of Indianap o li s , 
Indiana, _Chair map. Qt ..the ProgfamJPlanning . Committee, This 
invitati^fi was Extended after the featured, speaker , Doctor 
, /COLIN iiTORRIS of Zambia was unexpectedly recalled to his country. 

Af yfte verfend ABERNATHY is scheduled to speak at 11:15 A.M. in 
Ay /the .Piere Marquette Hotel Ballroom. 

_ On July 26, 1968^ 

^tvrilinois Police Department, 
tion: 



Peoria , 
ollowing informa- 


At 11:51 A.M. , on July 26, 1968, Reverend ABERNATHY 
and two assistances arrived at the Peoria, Illinois Airport 
via Ozark Flight 927 from Chicago, Illinois and were escorted 
directly to the Piere Marquette Hotel. 


• fO - yat -a-/ 

COPIES DESTROYED ENCLOSURE 
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REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


On July 26, 1968, the source previously referred 
to, furnished the following information: 

4t 11:15 A.M. , on July 26, 1968, Reverend ABERNATHY 
addressed the attending conference delegates in the Piere 
Marquette Hotel Ballroom on his pne hour speech which dealt 
primarily with taking Christianity outside of the church and 
into the streets# Reverend ABERNATHY said the church has 
been the taillight rather than the headlight and has 
primarily failed its mission at least in the civil rights 
movement. Reverend ABERNATHY reviewed the civil rights movement 
within the United States which started with the bus boycott 
in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955 and continued with the assassination 
of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. in Memphis Tennessee. 

Reverend ABERNATHY said, "We are not going to let 
an assassins bullet or a recalcitrant Congress or anybody 
stop the civil rights movement until we can walk together 
and cry free at last.'? Reverend ABERNATHY also detailed 
some of the suffering he and his family have experienced and 
the problems involved with the Poor Peoples Campaign but 
that neither he, his family, nor the Poor Peoples Campaign will 
stop or will turn back. 


During a press conference following the speech, 
Reverend ABERNATHY said that he had just received an 
invitation to speak at the Republican Platform Committee 
during the Republican Convention but that arrangements for 
this speech have not been finalized. 

On July 1968H0^Bm|p r eviously 
mentioned, advised that ReVerend ABERNATHY "and his two 
assistants were escorted to the Peoria Airport and they 
departed Peoria, Illinois at 1:25 P.M. , via Flight 952, 
for a scheduled arrival in Chicago, Illinois at 2:00 P.M. 
During Reverend ABERNATHY’S presence and speech in Peoria, 
Illinois, no demonstrations or incidents occured. 


ABERNATHY’S two assistants who accompanied him 
from Chicago, Illinois, were identified by the Peoria 


REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


Journal Star, a daily newspaper, as SOLOMON JONES, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference Staff Member and Reverend 
JOHN ADAMS of the Methodist Board of Social Concern, 
Washington, D.C. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 


FBI WASH DC 


FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIF.*Jp ) 
u, s. DEPARTMENT OF S 

COMMUNICATION SHjjtfN 


JUL31 19ft 
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94&PM EDT 7-31-68 URGENT 
TO DIRECTOR AND TAMPA (AIRMAIL) 


SMDN 

f 




FROM MIAMI 


MJL WHWMATHW COWTAIf^A 
HEREIN IS U8CLASS1FI 
OATE.'l 


&L 


REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT SOUTHERN CHRISTIAJ 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. RACIAL MATTER. 


Mr. Tolfton 

| Mr. DeLcach- 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop — 
; Mr. Casper — 
Mr. Callahan- 
Mr. Conrad. .. 

' Mr. Felt 

‘Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen - 

tjMr. S-ullivan. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter— 
Tdte. Room — 
^jfiss Holmea- 
Miaa Gandy— 


RE MIAMI TEL CALL TO TAMPA, I NSTANT. 

ORE HUNDRED ELEVENTH M.I. GROUP, MIAMI ADVISED THIS 
EVENING THAT SUBJECT DEPARTED MIAMI INSTANT ON NATIONAL AIRLINES 
FLIGHT THIRTYONE ARRIVING TAMPA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SEVEN. 
THIRTY PM, INSTANT, ACCOMPANIED BY EIGHT INDIVIDUALS NOT 
FURTHER IDENTIFIED. SUBJECT MET AT AIRPORT BY REV. A.D. KING 
GEORGIA DAVIS, MEMBER OF KENTUCKY LEGISLATURE AND APPROXIMATELY 
FORTY PEOPLE PREDOMINANTLY NEGROES, WEARING ORANGE AND WHITE 

armbands, arrival covered by press media, NBC and. Local 
television, local authorities provided escort to pre-/ 

OOMDNANTLY NEGRO GIBBS HIGH SCHOOL, ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, ' 
WHERE RALLY WAS TO COMMENCE AT EIGHT PM, INSTANT. 

TAMPA DIVISION AND SECRET SERVICE, MIAMI, ADVISED TELE- 
PHON1CALLY • SIGNIFICANCE OF ARMBANDS 





LHM; FOLLOWS. 

i ' ■ * ; } 
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FBI WASH DC 


retyped slbBEP- 4 t 


9S^ 


CoM 
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FD-36 t(R«v. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 8/1/63 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, MIAMI (157-2564) 




A 


Mr. Tolson 

' Mr. DeLuach .. 
j Mr. Mohr — — 
j Mr. Bishop — 
I Mr. Casper — 
I Mr. Callahan- 
| Mr. Conrad... 

| Mr. felt 

I Mr. Gale 

I Mr. Rosen — - 
Ml rMr. Sullivan! 

n Mr. Tavel 

I Mr. Trotter— 
* Tele. Room — 
“ 1 Miss Holmes. 
1 Miss Gandy- 


REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN ri-id.Q^ 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE _ 

RACIAL MATTERS A U- 1 ' tF0 T: 




Re Tampa teletype to Bureau, Jacksonville and 
Miami, 8/1/68, captioned "INCIDENTS INVOLVING STRIKE OF 
SANITATION WORKERS, ST. PETERSBURG, FLA., RH» »Bd Miami 
teletype to Bureau, 7/31/68, entitled "REV. RALPH? 

ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERS®*^ 
CONFERENCE. RM." R£(> ? g 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of tesfi,'" ' J ' 
date^^^d captioned as above, suitable for dissemination^ g ^~g 

Enclosed for Tampa are 5 copies of MM. . ^ 


dated^nd < 

a 

wilCWWw® 


JLIIM*™® 1 ' 

J)- Bureau (Enc-11) 

2 - Tampa (Enc-5) 

5 - Miami 

(1 - 157-2564) 

(1 - 157-1570) 

(1 - 157-489) (SCLC) 

(1 - 105-16665) (REPCON) 
Q - 157-1087) (PKV) 





b ?c. 


t^otS 


AGENCY: ACSI , 0SI;SEC. SERT 

mssz I CD, CRD, T ^ 

DATE FORW : 

HOW FORW: 


k?G 



ocYt 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UI'o'fcD STATES DEPARTMENT «; v /tL TlCE 
P jERAL BUREAU OF INVESTEC A> i N 


Miami, Florida 
August 1, 1968 


RE: REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY 

PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


W& On July 31, 1968 

MI Group, Miami, Florida, advise 



111th 
H D. 


_ . „ . at Revere 

ABERNATHY departed Miami' on National Airlines Flight 31, 
arriving Tampa International Airport at 7:30 PM, on July 
31, 1968, accompanied by eight individuals, not further 
identified. 


Reverend ABERNATHY mas met at Tampa International 
Airport by Reverend A. D. KING, GEORGIA DAVIS, member of the 
Kentucky Legislature, and approximately forty people, 
predominantly Negroes, wearing orange and white arm bands. 

The arrival of Reverend ABERNATHY was covered by press 
media, NBC and local television in Tampa. Local authorities 
provided escort to the predominantly Negro Gibbs High School, 
St. Petersburg, Florida, where a rally was to commence at 
8 PM, July 31, 1968. 


fete. 


The above information was furnished to the United 
States Secret Service, Miami, and the Miami Beach Ppl ice 
iami Beach, Florida, by Special Agentr 




Copies of this memorandum are being disseminated 
to the 111th MI Group, Miami and Orlando, Florida; U. S. 
Secret Service, Miami; and the United States Attorney, 
Miami. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 


copies destro 
2 86 JAN 5 W1 








F*D*3(» (It***. 







WFO 9 -New 




Enclosed for the Laboratory are the following 

Items: 

1) A one page typewritten letter addressed to 
Representative ALBERT QU IE- Minnesota* 

2) White envelope addressed to Representative 
ALBERT QUIE, Congressman from Minnesota, 
Washington, D,C,, postmarked July 17^^^^^^^ 
and containing the return address 

Davidson, Oklahoma, 




Both Items were furnished to this Agent on 
, .he Rayburn Butl dl 

QUIE, by OUIE»a^ 

The letter had been received at that office at approximately 
3:30 p,m,, that date, and its contents are self-explanatory, 

J 1 The FBI Laboratory Is requested to conduct a 

I latent fingerprint examination of the enclosed letter In 
order to develo^oosslble prints of the unsub. It should 
V^be noted that^|||mB & dvlsed that the letter received 

wide handling at Congressman QUIE* s office before Its receipt 
care to his attention. He noted that at least seven Indi- 
viduals and possibly more had handled the letter, 

i 

In addition, the FBI Laboratory is also requested 
fjto determine the manufacturer and type of typewriter used 
In the typing of the letter and envelope, 

LEAD 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. Will obtain elimination 
fingerprints from known handlers of the original letter 
If determined necessary. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




KJSU 


In Reply, Please Refer to , 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.C. 20535 
July 23, 1968 


HI IWWMATWI ewrr/UMft 
HEUtrn IS UWCLASS1 


HEUtrn IS URCLfl 


THREATS ON THE LIVES OF 
(~j UNITED STATES CONGRESSMEN 
ALBERT qUIE, 

ANCHER NELSEft, 

PAUL FINflLSY, and 

UNITED STATES SENATOR CHARLES PERCY 


EXTORTION 


t 

furnish 
gat ion, 
receive 
day* T 
to "Rep 
' h.CV, 
Texas, 
address 


Special Agent 

: S4i&S9 

Division. Uni 

^ed_Stat 




>/< 


> 











P.3. The latest r#rts on Tleay you are takWto much poser 
” . ,. 0 n faxra limi^ayments. s -SW 

x \. • 'v - * *»• ' . . 




Rep. Albert *nie BMinn. 


*i t lefnprtMlOM COKTKeJfc 



Ui<^ 


;/ . 


Qld Martin King, tried tb take to mugh authority, it took 
$50,000.00 to get him. The information and record we hive 

■ you • ; - 

of regarding farm programs and other voting records, cm. 

yours, the bearer of the t W|inal oopy has already been 

to plant a bomb at his ohoosing to get you in your oar 

or your home whenever he sees the proper moment has xxzixa 
Arrived. 3o buddy you want need to vote yourself a higher 
pension, cause you are not going to need it. There want be 
gun left either, in fact there want be even any guts left 
if you even have any. You know Kennedy was talking to all 

powerful, was* nt he. If Jtou should change your Ideas xbjxA 
; regarding farm payments, I guess its too late beoause the 
\ boy from Oklahoma wanted the $500.00 to bad, the Bea • Jgf 
your voting are getting the Job Adone a lot cheaper for a 

Congressman .than it oost to get a negro. Its oosting alot 
more to get Aberthany than a congressman. Old Anoher Relscn 

might get his before you don't wa*.e up seme day. Paul F indly . 
time is limited also. It was easy to raise the $1500.00 to 

get three gutless apes termunved, it will be interesting 
to watch the papers on how the old boy from Okla. does it. 
This is not a orank warning, you are causing to muoh hard 
/ship, and bombs leave no tales sometimes not even any guts. 
'tins and Kennedy did'nt listen did 4aaght9r hai „ 

*8 



a « 
u 


liSst 


il-g! 


V 

* 


/' 


die for him,did f nt she, he will get later.*** 

\ V *: 

)you are only getting the copy, the boy with the $1500.90 

: has the orginal as ‘his is a contract, ^he boy with the " S|- ! 

$1500, is’ watching your every move, in faot he has lots more ||j«; 

/ \ * # . | 

than the $1500.00 John Kennedy was told not to go to Balls •**|C£ 


“ 2 * 
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FD .36 (Rev. 5 - 22 - 64 ) 


Ml BHWSiATHW COMTAWH 
imm i5 f?NctASSinE|m 

w i jdj&A* KT fH|i 

Transmit the following in 


V,- airtel 


# 



Date: 


8/21/68 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

( Priority ) 



sw 




3S3&M 


FROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, LAS VEGAS (157-NEW) (C) 


\S^ 


SUBJECT : RALPH ABERNATHY 

RACIAL MATTER - SCLC 

Re Las Vegas telephone calls to Atlanta and 
Los Angeles, 8/20/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of a LHM 
dated and captioned as above at Las Vegas, Nevada. One 
copy each of the LHM is enclosed for Atlanta and Los Angeles. 



by sas 

Dissemination is being made to OSI, Travis AFB, / ^ 
California; U.S. Naval Investigative Service, San Diego, 
California; 901st INTC, Lake Mead Base, Nevada; 115th MI 
Detachment, Nellis AFB, Nevada. 

Note that Dr. COLLINS could be identical to 
G MANSFIELD COLLINS, Western Christian Fellowship Conference, 

Los Angeles, California, who made 1964 trip to Las Vegas with 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Inasmuch as the above appears to be unfounded, no 
further investigation is being conducted by the Las Vegas 
Office; however, any rtpw information will immediately be 
furnished the Bureau interested offices. J 


r new ii 

furnished the Bureau attid. interested offices. , 

. a'l&- t Wd'7ob'~cfi> j 

3-Bureau (Encs. 8)(R 
"l-Atlanta (Enc. l)(RNj) 

|l-Los Ang$jLes- (Enc. 1) (RM) B Al’G 22 

' A(^CY$CSI,«B,OSI,SEC.SEKV. f - — 

iPIIHBi JOT NHi ISD.CRD.RAO/^^ 

‘HM - HOWfOiW: 

^ Special Ag.A in Charge T"y 


1 -LlUD 

^La^Vega 

mfMmm 


"XWf* t). 
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F®1 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIOE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Las Vegas , Nevada 


August 21 , 1968 




RALPH ABERNATHY „„™r niJ „pp 

RACIAL MATTER - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERS 


I to- iptWob- < 3 ^ 





RALPH ABERNATHY: 


■fee. 

•kn> 


l^HBlsaid that officers covered the Greyhound 
Bus DepotTWW A.M. on August 20, 1968, ^ f «| e *«ere nd 
Abernathy did not arrive. Clark County Sheriff s Oifice 
had sent y cars to cover the highway between Los Angeles, 
California, and Las Vegas, Nevada, and no buses, except 
regularly scheduled buses, were observed. 


I report . tha 
unfounded. 


|Bfeaid based, on the above, he believes the 
lernathy was coming to Las Vegas to be 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not t 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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ABemathy Quits SCLC, 
Cites Lack of Support 


ATLANTA, Ga. (APf“> 
The Rev. Ralph Davitf-Ah. 
ernathy, w ho has Hea^r 
tne Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference 
since Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated, 
announced today he is re- 
signing, primarily because 
of lack of financial support. 

“The financial income at 
SCLC has been on a steady 
decline for the last several 
years,” Abernathy, 47, told 
a news conference at SCLC 
headquarters. 

“We have dut our staff far 
below the number neces- 
sary to carry on a live and 
vibrant program. I am una- 
ble to proceed any further 
without adequate staff 
. . .“jnesaid. 

He said many black per- 
sons ' /ho now occupy “high 
positrons made possible 
through our struggles” will 


not support SCLC financial 
iy. 

He also said he needed to 
devote full time to his minis- 
try of the West Hunter 
Street Baptist Church. 

Abernathy said his suc- 
cessor will be chosen next 
month during SCLC’s 16th 
convention in Indianapolis, 
Ind. Abernathy’s resigna- 
tion will be effective Aug. 
16, the day the convention 
begins. 

Referring to his 17 years 
in the civil rights move- 
ment, Abernathy said: 

“These struggles have 
caused me to have been 
jailed and imprisoned now 
36 times; the bombing of my 
home and the dynamiting of 
my church; living under 
constant harassment and 
the threat of death; my 
being sued for $3 million; 
my automobile taken away 


and sold at public auction; 
as well as property inherit- 
ed from my family, taken 
away and sold in an effort 
to satisfy an unjust judg- 
ment,” the SCLC president 
said. 

“These and many other 
struggles have left me bat- 
tered, tired and worn, for I 
bear on my body the marks 
and bruises of the move- 
ment to make men free. But 
in spite of my weariness,* 
please know that even 
though my head is bloody, it 
is unbowed.” 

Last fall, several key 
SCLC staffers resigned but 
declined to give a reason. 

Abernathy has headedf 
SCLC for five years, sin cel 
the assassination of King,! 
first SCLC president, in v 
April 1968. 
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Mr. Felt 

Mr. Baker 

Mr. Callahan - 
Mr. Cleveland . 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. Gebhardt - 
Mr. Jenkins 
Mr. Marshall 
Mr. Mi 
Mr. Soyafs 
Mr. Thompson _ 
Mr. Walters — 
Tele. Room — 

Mr. Kinley 

Mr. Armstrong . 

Mr. Bowers 

Mr. Herington - 

Ms. Herwig 

Mr. Mintz 

Mrs. Neenan _ 



Sren 



NOT RECORDED 


ini ■; r i * r- n 


/00-4-VJaoU 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 
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ATLANTA, Ga. (._ 

The Rev. Ralph Davil 
ernathy^who ha s headed 
*bS“S(Jtrthern Christian 
Leadership Conference 
since Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated, 
announced today he is re- 
signing, primarily because 
of lack of financial support. 

“The financial income at 
SCLC has been on a steady 
decline for the last several 
years,” Abernathy, 47, told 
a news conference at SCLC 
headquarters. 

“We have cut our staff far 
below the number neces- 
sary to carry on a live and 
vibrant program. I am una- 
ble to proceed any further 
without adequate staff 
, . .“-he said. 

He said many black per- 
sons who now occupy “high 
poj&Mft* made ^po ssi ble 
through our str* *gles” will 

n ot suppor t SCL C financia l- ; 

He also said he needed to 
devote full time to his minis- 
try of the West Hunter 
Street Baptist Church. 

Abernathy said his suc- 
cessor will be chosen next 
month during SCLCs 16th 
convention in Indianapolis, 
Ind. Abernathy’s resigna- 
tion will be effective Aug. 
16, the day the convention 
begins. 

Referring to his 17 years 
in the civil rights move- 
ment, Abernathy said: 

“These struggles have 
caused me to have been 
jailed and imprisoned now 
36 times ; the bombing of my 
home and the dynamiting of 
my church; living under 
constant harassment and 
the threat of death; my 
bein g sued i or $$ millinji; 
my automobile taken a af* 
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Quits SCLC ; 






1 and sol<* at public^auction; 
J *s wen as property inherit* 
ed from my family, taken 
i away and sold in an effort 
to satisfy an unjust judg- 
I ment ” the SCLC president 
i said. 

"These and many other 
1 struggles have left me bat- 
tered, tired and worn, for I 
bear on my body the marks 
and bruises of the move- 
ment to make men free. But 
in spite of my weariness, 
please know that even 
though my head is bloody, it 
is unbowed."' 

Last fall, several key 
SCLC staffers resigned but 
declined to give a reason. 

Abernathy has headed 
SCLC for five years, since 
the assassination of King, 
SCLC president, in 
Ap ril t a x. - 
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Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Gebhardt 



Mr. Jenkins 
Mr. Marshall ^a-, 

Mr. Miller, E.S.jfr^ 

Mr. Soyars 

Mr. Thompson — 'L 

Mr. Walters 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Baise 

Mr. Barnes — 

Mr. Bowers — 
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Department being advised of the alleged 
plot. 
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ALLEGED PLAN TO ASSASSINATE REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY ATLANTA 
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RE WFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWO THREE 
INSTANT CAPTIONED AS ABOVE AND ATLANTA AIRTELS AND LHM DATED 
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PLAN TO ASSASSINATE ABERNATHY. 
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TO: SAC, Chicago 




FROM: Director, FBI (100-442706) 
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RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING - RACIAL MATTERS 


Reurtel 8/28/68 captioned "Deacon." 

Discreetly determine through established sources 
the details , Including size, cost, and other pertinent 
data concerning the subject's elaborate suite at the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel during the National Convention of the Democratic 
Party. Submit the results of your inquiry in a fora suitable 
for dissemination. 


NOTE : 

Chicago advised that during the National Convention 
of the Democratic Party, Abernathy had an elaborate suite 
at the Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago. 
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King's Men Return 
To Memphis . 



// 


What Shall Become 
Of His Dreams?" 


Memphis 

w u 


IFftSISL'# OIJCLWS' 

Hnn&sa*-' 



’on the outer wall: "Behold, here cometh the dreamer 
... let us slay him ... and we shall scejfldiat shall 
become of his dreams. 

This week the Reverend^ 

Dr. King's successor at the .. — — 

Christian Leadership Conference, returned to Memphis 
for the SCLC's eleventh annual convention and was 
installed in a $50 per day suite at the Claridge a 
white-owned and more commodious hotel many blocks 
north of the Mulberry slum. For this he was not to be 
reproached. Dr. King had lodged at the sparse Lor- 
raine, the best hotel owned by a Negro in Memphis, 
only after the local press had taken embarrassing note 


V J illiam Faulkner located Mulberry Street so pre- 
cisely and described its major industry so vividly in 
one of his early novels that lustful visitors from the 
rural mid-South memorized the passage and used it 
as their guide to the rows of dingy houses where 
three-dollar whores did business until the military 
authorities forced the city to clean up the neighbor- 
hood during World War II. 


Osborne only afler the local press had taken emoarrassing — 

tolG his and his assistant ' s S uarters at .. an ex f ens T 

k 1 mid-town hostelry. The Memphis police extremely 
nervous in any case over the holding of the conven- 
tion here so soon after Dr. King's murder and the 
riotous turmoil that followed it, would have objected 
strenuously if Mr. Abernathy had elected to stage a 
symbolic and, for the purposes of running a natl0ni % 
assembly, impractical return to the Lorraine. Mr* 
Abernathy and his senior associates were reluctant t oi 
po there at all or to burden the convention with tt* 
dreadful memories. A few delegates and junior 

.i i rtf fVipm firmed 


•oi *«■"* WO ' 1 - 1 “• J . . , . . pu, l'?', and some of .kern urged/ 

Before virtue was Abernathy to pay at least a brief memorial visit. 


oerore vitiuc — / - 

access to white girls and black girls -in differen 
houses, of course. Black men were restricted to black 
girls. Police who patrolled the area and protected the 
madames for a percentage had great sport with Ne- 
groes who were so foolish and so lost to Southern 
decorum as to seek appointments with white prosti- 
tutes. The girls were encouraged to accept payment in 
advance and tip off the police, who awaited the hap- 
less blacks and proceeded, either in a back alley or at 
the central police station uptown, to beat them as near 
to death as might be without actually producing a 

corpse. /) _/ „ . 

Now the whores, or anyhow the open whorehouses 
and their visitors, are gone from Mulberry Street. 
Visitors of another sort, nearly all of them black, go 
there now. WalteJgajle y, the black owner_ o£_the 
Lorraine Motel, estimates that at least five thousand 


members pui uy u«ci C/ , . , v . j * . 

Abernathy to pay at least a brief memorial visit.** 
the formal memorial service for Dr. King wds sched- 
uled at a church in a more sedate section/of black 
Memphis, and Mr. Abernathy's crisp' inefficient 
executive assistant, the Reve^djmi^^oung, said 
with marked emphasis that no convenhoS events of 
any importance would occur on Mulberry Street. Per- 
sonally," he said, "I don't want to bother with it. 

There was no lack of homage to Dr. King. His 
widow, Mrs. Coretta King, delivered one of the fea- 
tured speeches and accepted for him the SCLC s an- 
nual Rosa Parks award, named for the old black 
woman who reused to move to the back of the bus 
and so launched the historic Montgomery, Alabama 
boycott and Dr. King's rise in the 1950s from an ob- 
scure pastorate to world fame. But Dr. King is dead, 
and a purpose of Ralph Abernathy and loyal members 

- . ^ . rr . i.kliA AUornafhv not OnlV aS 


Lorraine Motel Vsfimatls that at least five thousand sc [ c staffis t0 establish Abernathy not only as 

men, women and children have climbed the steps to the . heir< but as a WO rthy heir who has his own 

1 f 1 11. . J 1 a iVkA rnrnpr niltfild6 0 1 • . « l _ 


1 
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or tne mou ^ ^ — * , • 

: the chosen heir, but as a worthy heir who has his own 
dreams (as he has said) and proposes to realize them. 
At the Memphis airport, when he arrived from the 
home base in Atlanta with Andy Young and a few 
other staffers, 300 or more young Memphis Negroes 

ave a leadCT ot the bv- LCy 

His name is Aber - N - A - 'texjic ord!d“ 
- r-o u»ii;chin» must delight him. we must bbuy^ Wm, 

idm one,dpllar toward the cost of embeUis..-.j^$jW- - ^ a S leader> and his t*nfcEP 17 1968 

3nd C 0SC U lS m ‘ /“T^Whcn Mr Abernathy, looking short and heavy and 
jdlQCf^able memorial. They may read «. Wu ^ "XL JrtMM 


men, women ana cnuuicu uavt — r 

motel's gallery and walked to the corner outside of 
Room 306 since the evening of April 4 - They stand 
there on the spot where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
b last stood, and gaze across Mulberry Street and a 
vacant waste of weeds and trash toward the flop- 
house window from which the shot that killed him 
was fired. If they enter room 306, they are expected^ 
sign a lined ledger, its pages dirtied with much turh- 
ing, andjt<jjy one^dpllar toward the cost c. em„e..is..mg 

[heat 


mvm* — iai - Th r may d read TS rs 

charge a quouf.on from Genesis, lettered on a placard a trifle sweaty _ 
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that he was going to be at the Democratic Convention 
in Chicago wi^h the SCLC's mule train and insistent 
demands that the Democrats do better by the organi- 
zation and its call for massive assistance to the na- 
tion's poor than Richard Nixon and the Republicans 
had done in Miami Beach, an ecstatic black girl ex- 
claimed to another girl beside her, "Yes, sir and I'm 
gonna be there with him/' She and many other young 
ladies in the crowd wore silken banners variously in- 
scribed "stationary hostess" and "rotating hostess," 
presumably in reference 'to their duties at the SCLC's" 
sessions. At his first press conference, Mr. Abernathy 
announced that the principal aim of this convention, 
apart from its reminder to Memphis and the nation 
that this is the city where Martin Luther King was 
murdered, was to affirm the SCLC's advance, in a big 
way, into "the political arena." In the coming months, 
he said, "This is where we plan to move," indicating as 
he had in Miami Beach that he and his followers plan 
to move against Richard Nixon and in support of any 
of the currently visible Democratic candidates for the 
Presidency. 

How much in the way of political weight and orga- 
nization does Mr. Abernathy have to move into the 
new arena? He has his own not inconsiderable appeal, 
very different in its leaden style from Dr. King's soar- 
ing eloquence but a substantial factor for all of that. 
He has the SCLC's national staff, a mixed bag of fiery 
rousers (Hosea Williams, the Reverend James Bevel) 
and cool managers (Andy Young), known equally for 
their zeal and for the net chaos which made the recent 
Poor People's March on Washington and its Resurrec- 
tion City a saddening shambles. The organization 
has no fixed and measurable membership: the 287 
"affiliates" it currently claims may consist of a single 
church or several churches, one of several activist 
ministers also associated with such other organizations 
as the NAACP, or (as in Alabama and South Caro- 
lina) local groups devoted to voter registration and 
guidance. Daily estimates of attendance at this con- 
vention dwindled from 2,000 to i,ooo, when Andrew 
Young was asked for "a serious figure," to "perhaps 
500." But measures of this kind do not really apply to 
the SCLC. Its power is a power to goad and embarrass 
the Establishment, whether it be represented by the city 
government of Memphis in the black garbage collec- 
tors' strike which brought Dr. King here and to his 
death, or the Republican and Democratic Parties at 
their conventions, or the Johnson Administration in 
Washington. Without too much facetiousness, it may 
be said that the SCLC in its operative essence con- 
sists of Ralph Abernathy, his staff, an occasional 
string of hired and discernibly unhappy mules, and 
the television cameramen who seldom resist a summons 


to the spectacles thus provided. And in rural Alabama 
and in Chicago and Cleveland and Washington and 
now again here in Memphis, the black people hear and 
see in Ralph Abernathy and his entourage an expres- 
sion of their frustrations and their hopes. More often 
than not in the past, they have had to look to other 
men and organizations to fulfill the promise offered 
and the hopes raised by the SCLC. But not always: it 
is generally acknowledged that this city's black popu- 
lace and the leadership, united for once behind their 
black garbage-men, would not have brought white 
business and its government to their knees without 
the intervention, fatal to him, of Mr. King last March 
and April. 

Ralph Abernathy said upon his arrival that he had 
had his doubts about having this year's convention here. 
Because of the drain in energy and money of the Poor 
People's March, he and his staff decided only on July 
20 that it was feasible to have a 1968 convention any- 
where. His doubts could not have equalled those of 
white Memphis and, for that matter, of a good many 
black Memphians. Racially and otherwise, this city 
has changed immensely in the years since Faulkners 
visiting Mississippi whites and the local police took 
their sport on Mulberry and adjacent streets. The inte- 
gration of schools, hotel accommodations, stores and 
factories had proceeded so quietly, on the whole, that 
white Memphis by early 1968 thought it had it made. 
Black Memphis knew better, but did not seem dis- 
posed to speed the process in any drastic way. Here, 
as in several other Southern cities, the assumption that 
the region was, after all, home to blacks and whites 
alike and therefore less likely than other regions to 
suffer the extreme pangs of Detroit or Newark or 
Watts seemed to be borne out. 

Then came the successful garbage strike for union 
recognition and higher wages, the display of black 
power that brought it off, and the murder of Dr. King. 
The result was a profound civic trauma - a state of 
shock from which white Memphians thought they were 
emerging, though they really were not, when Mr. 
Abernathy and his staff decided to come back with 
the SCLC. What the whites call "trouble," minimized 
though it was by the Memphis newspapers, was already 
manifest and in the making. A growing group of 
black militants styled themselves "The Invaders" and 
brought down upon themselves the full, though as yet 
quietly exercised might of the Memphis police. Four 
of them, who also happened to b^ employees of the 
federally financed youth project, were arrested at the 
home of the leading Invader and charged with possess- 
ing maruuana. The policy interpret state and local laws 
to mean* that they can order any street crowd to dis- 
perse if the locale or attitude or presence of suspect 
individuals in it suggests brewing mischief to patrolling 
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officers, and that they can arrest anybody who resists 
the order. An Invader was picked up on such a charge 
not long ago, enraging his followers, and on the Sun- 
day before the SCLCs convention opened, a police 
car in a black neighborhood was stoned when the 
patrolmen ordered a night crowd to break up. This 
week the aggressive Memphis chapter of the NAACP 
won the first of a series of intended boycotts aimed 
at compelling stores, banks, and other white-owned 
businesses in black neighborhoods to hi/e or begin 
to train Negroes for the top jobs. The Reverend An- 
drew Kyle, a black pastor and one of SCLC's personal 
"affiliants," found Memphis to be so "up tight" that 
he broadcast over a radio station his assurance and the 
national organization's promise that no street demon- 
strations or other possibly provocative episodes would 
be staged by the conventioneers. But he could not 
speak for the Invaders, or for white provocateurs of 
the sort rumored in the black community to be con- 
verging upon Memphis. 

White Memphis took comfort from its illusion that 
a recently appointed Director of Fire and Police, a 
soft-spoken FBI veteran named Frank Holloman, had 
the trust of~bIack Memphis and therefore had the 
situation well in hand. Talking to Mr. Holloman about 
his and Memphis' racial problems is a numbing experi- 
ence. He speaks of justice along with order, quotes 
J. Edgar Hoover and Abraham Lincoln with equal 
facility (and, in his view, to identical effect), and tells 
with pride - some of it justified - of his efforts to recruit 
more black policemen and teach his white policemen 
(who outnumber the blacks more than ten to one) to 
forego such terms as "nigger" and "boy" when ad- 


. Chicago: Challenge 

A. test of whether Vice President Humphrey can hold 
his unwieldy coalition together in Chicago and go on 
to win his party's nomination will come early in the 
convention when the delegates wrestle with a series 
of credentials challenges, proposed rules changes and, 
of course, the Vietnam plank in the platform. As of 
mid-August, the Humphrey camp seemed ready to give 
way at every possible point, short of a renunciation 
of President Johnson by name or a wholesale unseat- 
ing of pro-Humphrey delegates. By this strategy,^ the 
most optimistic among the Vice President's backers 
hope to liberate their candidate from the taint of "old 
politics" and get his campaign off to a flying start. 

There are 18 credentials challenges, of which the 


dressing both their black colleagues and the black citi- 
zenry. But his total demeanor justifies the view of Mrs. 
Maxine Smith, the NAACP chapter's Executive Di- 
rector, that "we will have a problem here until Mr. 
Holloman recognizes the problem." She had recently 
received a letter from him, denying that her husband 
and several other prominent Negroes had been 
"Maced" and otherwise abused during a riot in March. 
She saw the happening herself, and like several other 
black leaders says that she is no longer interested in 
discussing matters with Director Holloman. He con- 
tinues to believe that he is in constructive communica- 
tion with Mrs. Smith and other black leaders who 
feel about him as she does. He also takes great pride 
in his Community Relations unit,' consisting of two 
black officers and two white officers under black 
Lieutenant R. J. Turner, a 20-year veteran on the 
force. A white captain of detectives, asked this week 
for directions to the Lieutenant's office, turned to a 
subordinate and said, "I didn't even know we had a 
nigger named Turner around here." 

Director Holloman mobilized most of his black 
policemen as a security guard for Ralph Abernathy 
and his principal assistants. They packed the Claridge 
lobby and the floor where SCLC's top blacks were 
housed, with a psychological effect somewhat dimin- 
ished by the fact that they were under white command. 
On the Memphis streets, patrolling officers exchanged 
their usual soft caps for riot helmets. Two blacks from 
the Claridge Hotel, and a block from the central police 
station, James Earl Ray, the man accused of killing 
Dr. King, awaited his trial in solitary confinement in 
the Shelby County jail. 


at the Convention 


McCarthy camp is aggressively pushing the half- 
dozen or so regarded- as serious. In each case, Mc- 
Carthy has nothing to lose and quite a bit to gain by 
making a fight of it. For instance, he could pick up 
at least 100 votes in Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, 
Indiana, Washington and Texas if his strategists are 
successful at Chicago. In the process, McCarthy's 
backers hope to drive the hard core of old-line South- 
ern delegates not being challenged and now generally 
regarded as pro-Humphrey into a "third force," thus 
endangering Mr. Humphrey's prospects of getting the 
nomination on an early ballot. 

Four years ago at Atlantic City, the party passed 
a resolution, in the wake of the fight over seating the 
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Date: 9/24/68 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


(Priority) 


IFROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 


SAC, NEW HAVEN (100-1833 







COMINFIL SCLC 
IS-C 


yic 


SUBJECT: COMINFIL SCI£ HfR0K 1' Af& FIEn 

jtc, “■* b y 

•’Stamford Advocate”, a dally newspaper pulillshiF In Stamford, 
Connecticut, recently carried a st/jry on page one to the effect 
that the Reverend Dr. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHV — a nd Mrs. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., would launcn xne firstChapter of the SCLC 
in Connecticut on 9/27/68, at a meeting to be held at Rippowam 
High School Auditorium at 8:00 p.m. 

Subsequent information has determined that Mrs. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., will in all probability not attend the meeting. 

According to the article, the Reverend ANDREW YOUNG, H0SEA 
WILLIAMS, and Y. T. ROGERS, Director of Affiliates for SCI£, 
would also be on hand. Dr. ABERNATHY is to speak on the 
objectives of SCLC in the North when he presides at the iniation 
ceremonies . 

The Chapter is being sponsored by the Wilson Memorial Cburch, 
Stamford, Connecticut, and was organized by Mrs. ELIZABETH 
DILLARD, 97 Washington Avenue, Stamford, Connecticut, a member 
of the congregation. 


/^4^Bureau (3- 100-438794) 

/O Rev . ABERNATHY) 

3- Atlanta^- 100-5718) 

v (1- 157-257 Rev. ABERNATHY) 

4— yew H aven (2- 100-18339) 

(2- 157- Rev. ABERNATHY) 


\0 


JM*7 e< o 


K0f RECORDED 

165 SEP 30 1968 


IGISTEI 


MAIL 


Approved: 


.M Per 


/ /;? X? *nc>j (/ o ^/.0 


NH 100-18339 


Officers of the Chapter are: 

Bishop C* H* BREWER 
New Haven, Connecticut 
Executive Director and Treasurer 

Mrs. ELIZABETH DILLARD 
Assistant Executive Director 

Miss BEVERLY MEDLEY 
Executive Secretary 

Dr. ERWIN EDMONDS 

New Haven, Connecticut 

Advisor 

Rev. JAMES WILKINSON 
Field Staff Director 

Rev. HAROLD MC CORD 
Assistant Field Staff Director 

Members of the Board of Directors are: 

Rev. WILLIE GINYARD 
Chairman 

ALVIN BROOKS 
President 

Mrs . MARY MEDLEY 
Vice Chairman 

HAROLD JACKSON 
Vice President 

Miss DELPHINE LITTLES 
Secretary 


Miss MARY GRIFFIN 



* 





NH 100-18339 




Mrs. MAGNOLIA JACKSON 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Mrs . MARY LONG 

Rev. ULYSSES RALPH 


All of the above individuals are Stamford, Connecticut, residents 
except as otherwise noted. 

LEADS 

NEW HAVEN 

At Stamford, Connecticut 

Will follow and report in LHM details and results of 
ABERNATHY’S visit . 

Will review indices, credit and criminal and informants 
re officers and directors of SCLC. 

At New Haven, Connecticut 

conduct credit, criminal and informant checks re 
Bishop C. H. BREWER, Dr. ERWIN EDMONDS, and Mrs. MAGNOLIA JACKSON. 

In addition, when informant contacts are made will 
obtain any available information regarding the other officers and 
directors as set forth in details above. 
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Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 
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(Priority) 
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FROM 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 




SAC, CHICAGO (157-2940) 

O 

RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - RM 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - RM 

Re Bureau airtel to Chicago dated 9/12/68 


I Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of 

In LHM, dated and captioned as above. One copy 
each has been furnished to USA, Chicago, U. S. 
Secret Service, Chicago, and to Region I, 113th 
MI Group, Evanston, Illinois. Two copies are 
being furnished to Atlanta for information purposes 


encl 


The con 


ial source referred 


s identity be 


Approved: 


Bureau (EnK^il) 

Atlanta 2) 

1 - Cominfil SCLC j 

1 - RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
Chicago • 

1 - 105-16238 (Cominfil SCLC) 
1 - 157-2410 (DEMCON) rSL.\ft 
1 - 100-14963 (DEMCON) vJ\ . 


^ e &■ 



hnb'h 

Special (A g 
















CG 157-2940 


..' Uit> 


Referenced airtel instructed Chicago to 
discreetly determine through established sources, 
the details, including size, cost and other pertinent 
data concerning the subject’s elaborate suite at 
the Conrad Hilton Hotel during the National Convention 
of the Democratic Party . The Bureau instructed 
Chicago to submit the results of this investigation 
in a form suitable for dissemination. 


l:ra rii w>s;M»Ma 




W7G 


On September 23, 1968, 
onrad Hilton 

Chicago, advised the subject was 
not registered at that hotel during the Democratic 
National Convention. Reverend FRED BENNETTE of 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) , 
attempted during the week prior to the convention, 
to obtain accomodations at the Conrad Hilton for 
ABERNATHY, however, BENNETTE was advised that all 
rooms in that hotel were under the control of the 
National Committee of the Democratic Party , 
committee was making the room assignments. , 
advised that although ABERNATHY was not registere 
at the Conrad Hilton, he was observed in that hotel 
on several occasions and may have had rooms 

registered to other persons. However had 
no inf orma^on_£g_^o whose room ABERNATHx^mignt 
have used advised it was his understanding 

that ABERlC^flWW^T'efeistered at the Ambassador 
Hotel during the convention. 


LEADS 


Icflfc, 


CHICAGO 


AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 




2 




In Kepl\. Please Refer U) 
File So. 157 _ 1 > 9/10 


l MTK1) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JLSTJCK 

kedehal hukeal ok investigation 
Chicago , Illinois 
September 26, 1968 





'H DAVID ABERNATHY 


On September 24, 1968, a confidential 

source, with whom there has been insufficient 
contact to determine his reliability, but who 
is in a position to have information concerning 
this matter, advised Reverend Ralph Abernathy, 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) , from Atlanta, Georgia .anted 
a suite in the Ambassador Hotel, 1300 North btat 
Parkway , Chicago, from August 24, 1968 , through 
August 90 1968, which included the period of the 

Democratic Convention held in Chicagowhchsufte 

numbers 814 and 81 o anti 


consisted 
included a 
S 32.00 per 


if two rooms 
lied room 
day 





Thi« document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
vm . :u i IS Loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
V-e not to be distributed outside your agency. 


destroyed 


HE: 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 



A copy of this communication is being 
furnished to the United States Attorney, Chicago, 
United States Secret Service, Chicago, an o 
Region I, 113th Military Intelligence Group, 
Evanston, Illinois. 
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Air tel 


ni nwnKMsnw coWT ftiwt» 

■,wm 
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To: 

Fro*: 


RAC, Chi< 
Director, 


c»go (1B7-SM0) 

, FBI* ^100-442706) / 


RALPH DA?Xbt*ili|i^ATHY 
INFORMATION ^CONCERNING - 1M 


ReCGalrtel and letterhead *e*orandu* 0—26— 66* 

No active investigation of Abernathy is desired 
at this time. Coverage of his activities is to be discreetly 
Maintained through reliable established sources only. There- 
fore, the coverage of the leads set out in referenced eo*nunl< 
cations should be dincreetliMiandle^an^^^^^^^ta^^^Lonly 
should be checked 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 100-5718 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta , Georgia 
October 4, IS 63 


Title 


coimm. 


Couraunist Infiltration *01 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference 


Character Internal Security - C 

Reference Letterhead tnemoranduir. dated and 

captioned as above. 


All sources, (except any listed belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced ccnnunication have furnished reliable 
info neat ion in the past. 



Tina document contains neither recamrr.cn dot ions nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the i-:ope.-:} 
oi the P H I umi is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ouls.de 
your agency. 



H 


jT«7 


K 


.vO* ' " 
'• V, v 


COI.II.IUN 1 ST INF ILTRAT ION OF f 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADICRSHIP /TT - r - r CQNTAIW ® 

C0SFERSNC2 -;.;. s JJFIE5 - 1 


' ' . ,y CONFERENCE 
^ INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


■mK 


6 1 tI2^> 


«P*1 


' X on October 2, 19SC , a confidential source 

advised that shortly following tne 11 un annual 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
convention, August 14-17, 1SS3, Rev. Josepn E. 
Lowery, Chairman, Board of Directors, SCLC commenced 


^ SIFTED 


actively participating in a. a administrative 
at SCLC National Headquarters, Atlanta, Georgia .JL 

v T hi 1 e haloh Abernath y . President, SCLC, 
l.as made no formal statement to SCuC Headquarters 
personnel as to the nature or scope of Lowery's 
functions or responsibilities Lov/ery appears to be 
operating in the capacity of Director of Administration 

Because of a lach of a definition of ' 

Lowery's position and the ract lie conduces himself 
in a manner suggesting he is "power hungry" a number 
of SCLC Executive Staff officials and SCLC employees 
have developed a dist rust of Lowery 


DECLASSIFIED BY 'COZC 



PfilATE AGENCIES 


document contains neither rocomrcendat 
sions of the FBI. It is the property 
s loaned to your agency; it and its c 
o be distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI 

Date: September 30, 1909 


Transmit the following in _ 

A I RTBL 


Via 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


( Priority ) 



, TO MR8CTOR, FBI <100-488794) 

,: %V3I£- 


FROM 


SAC, NEW- HAVEN (100-18339) 



SUBJECT COMINFIL SCLC 
IS - C 


Re: New Haven atrtel, 9/24/68. - 


Dr. ABERNATHY arrived Stamford, Connecticut, evening 
of 9/27/68 , at approximately 6 :30 p.m. , addressed an audience 
of approximately 1,000 at Rippowam High School , Stamford , Odd 
departed Stamford for New York City at midnight. Guests at 
speakers dais included Mayor BRUNO GIORDANO of Stamford and 
Congressman DONALD IRWIN, Fourth Congressional District Of 
Connecticut., . 

Reception followed at Roger Smith Hotel. There were 
no Incidents, marchers or demonstrations. 

LHM follows . 



.3- - 100-433794 

(l)- y& -REV » RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
3 -"Atlanta 

2 - 100-6718 

1 - 157-277 .(ABRRNATHYnf^fffflfflOW CO'^IAlNFI? 

AM I ■ Ua IFADil ’. *'•*' * 


U?C 


n ■ . 


4 - New Haven 

2 - 100-18339 


HEREIN iS UNCLASS! 



157-9S9 (ABERNATRY) DATE7^2 


REGISTEREp RAI|, . : 




_ Appro.. 

530CT15T! 




Special Ag? fit in Charge 

; i i fj ; ' /. •* 

» 'i J . .V-. 3 1 .■ -A- ;■ • 


Sent 


.M Per 
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ro : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-44^706) 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGOXX57-2940) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: RALPH DAY I ^-ABERNATHY ‘ 

INFORMATION CONCERNING - RM 
(00: Atlanta) j 


kJ 


Mr. Tolson — - 
Mr. De Loach— 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. B'Thop — 
dr. > a - pec ‘ 
j. HT1 

Mr. ' -on rad 
Mr. Full - — - 
Mr. Cui 
Mr. Rosen — 
Mr. Sullivan. 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Trotter- 
ipeM.-Beo»». 

Miss Holmes 
I Miss Gandy- 


P c Re Chicago airtel and ilettorhead roemorand^ (LHM) 

dated 9/26/68, and Bureau airtelj to Chicago dated 10/2/68. 

For the information oi Memphis, Indianapolis, and 
HVFO, the Bureau instructed Chicago to 

through established sources the (details of ABERNATHY so 
accommodations in Chicago during the Hatlonal 

Convention. Chicago reported^tt^resultsj 





Bureau (RM) 
s, - Atlanta (RM) 

2 - Indianapolis (RM) 
2 - Memphis (RM) 

2 - WFO (RM) 

1 - Chicago 



mTs/orffz 




Eo OCT 12 1968* 


C. & ■ flsBoR 



TfK 




CG 157-2940 


The Bureau instructed jin the above referenced airtel 
that no active investigation of ABERNATHY is desired at this 
time. Coverage of his activities is to be discreetly maintained 
through reliable established sources only. Therefore, the 
coverage of the leads should be 


indices only sho 






A review o 
Directory disclosed 


LEADS 


ATLANTA , INDIANAPOLIS, MEMPHIS AND NFO 


e per aDove Bureau 



















Approved: 


Sent 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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E N G I P i ! E E E 


3*27 PM URGENT 18-I7-S8 IFSISSUI 

TO DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON FIELD, AND BALTIMORE 


p* “'T.f C* J' 1 X 1 i 

o«lj3sJS--5- a 



\P 


FROM ATLANTA 


<7 


Mr. Tolaon- 

Mr. DeLoacb 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop. 

Mr. Casper— 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad— — - 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale.— — 

*4 »^ e n - 

yi \ I Sui: van.: 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes - 
Mies Gandy— 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY, RACIAL HATTERS. 

\o^° ON OCTOBER ONE SEVEN, SIX EIGHT, CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, 

HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED HE HAD 
^ LEARNED THAT RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) ACCOMPANIED BY BERNARD LAFAYETTE, 
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR, SCLC, TRAVELED TO WASHINGTON, D. C„ ON 
OCTOBER ONE SIX, SIX EIGHT. 



SOURCE COULD 

FURNISH NO FURTHER DETAILS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

ATLANTA FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN- TWO FIVE SEVEN. RE WFO TELETYPE 



lo3 OCTOBER ONE SIX, SIX EIGHT. SOURCE IS 

FOR INFO OF WFO INFORMANT ADVISED HOSEA WILLIAMS WAS IN ATLANTA 

OH OCTOBER ONE SIX, SIX EIGHT, UNTIL HE DEPARTED FOR HOUSTON, TEXAS 

ON EVENING THAT DATE. LHM WILL BE SUBMITTED. uuNF 1DEHTIAL. 

REC-64 O- 

RECEIVED: J:39 PM 

|*7e 


TWO nOPIES.WP) 




! \n*j 


VI.. 
* >/ ‘ 


i 

I Am. 


■ » J 

I it l. 




WA4'* 743PM t7^ 

DEFERRED 10-17-68< 

TO DIRECTOR AND WFO 
FROM BALTIMORE 


b 7 ^ 

( '■ r> T'; ! f — T; r- 

f r h L i. 1 i.t 







PLAINTEXT 


in: 


Mr. Tolson. 


Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Bishop- 
Mr. Casper- 


Mr. Callahaa 
Mr, Conrad— 
Mr. Fdt 


Mr. Gale.. 


Mr. Rosen.. 


Tlr. Sull:van_L.:- 
Mr. Tavel 


Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 


Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy- 


RALPH D. ABERNATHY, RM. 


/- 



A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED TODAY THERE WAS A 
SCHEDULED MEETING FOR ONE THIRTY P.M., OCTOBER SIXTEEN SIXTY- 
EIGHT, BY SCLC, IN BALTO., AND THAT ABERNATHY WAS SCHEDULED 
TO ATTEND. THIS MEETING DID NOT TAKE PLACE. A MEETING 
WAS HELD At THE SHILOH BAPTIST CURCH, BALTO., MD . , FVENING 
OF OCTOBER SIXTEEN, BY REPRESENTATIVES OF SCLC, BALTO. THIS 
WAS A TASK FORCE MEETING CONCERNING THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION. 
SUBJECT OR OTHER NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES DID NOT ATTEND. 


ADMINISTRATIVE; 

RE WFO TEL, OCTOBER SIXTEEN LAST. 



MAIL COPY BEING FURNISHED ATLANTA 
END W?C 


REC-4B (sP 

bTD 
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VIA.. 

F3I WASH DC 




r r -T O 1 1«'-S 
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Date: 10/16/68 

°° DE Is, It 

(Type in plaintext ! " 

URGENT 





/i 


TO: 

FROM: 



OR, FBI AND SACS, ATLANTA AND BALTIMORE 

blC; 

S' 


Mr. 

Mr. DeLoR r 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop- - 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan. — 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gfcle - 

Mr. Ros^n — . 

Mr. Sullivan-#— 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter-. 

Tele. Room 

l I Miss 

Si** Gandy. -T — 


SAC, WFO (157-1654) 


) 




RALPH D.^ABERNATHY; RACIAL MATTER 

ON INSTANT DATE CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 

INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY ONE P.M. , 

O 

THIS DATE, ABERNATHY WAS ATTENDING A MEETING AT THE SHILOH BAPTIST 
CHURCH, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. SOURCE UNABLE TO FURNISH INFO 
CONCERNING PURPOSE OF THE MEETING, HOWEVER HOSEA WILLIAMS, BERNARD 
LAFAYETTE, AND JOHN RUTHERFORD, SCLC STAFF OFFICIALS, REPORTEDLY 
ARE AT THE MEETING. SOURCE FURTHER STATED THAT ABERNATHY IS 
SCHEDULED TO VISIT WASHINGTON, D.C. , LATER ON INSTANT DATE. 

PURPOSE OF VISIT UNKNOWN. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE OCTOBER FOURTEEN LAST TO DIRECTOR 
ADVISING ABERNATHY WOULD VISIT WDC ON OCTOBER FIFTEEN LAST. ABOVE 

<EC 41 


VRD 

4 



2 - Bureau 

3 - Teletype Unit 
2 - WFO 



<7 


U*' 


15 OCT 1? 


6 trnrii j 



gent in Charge 


Sent 


.M 


Per 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


WFO 157-1654 
PAGE TWO 


(Priority) 

__ L 


SOURCE STATED TO HIS KNOWLEDGE ABERNATHY DID NOT VISIT WDC ON 
OCTOBER FIFTEEN LAST. 

ABOVE SOURCE IS| 


4a 

4=0 r> 


ABOVE INFO DISSEMINATED TO APPROPRIATE AGENCIES, 



M Per 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 

FROM: SAC, NEW HAVEN (100-18339) 


DATE: October 10, 1968 


SUBJECT: COMINFIL 

UJC- SCLC 

IS - c 


Re New Haven airtels 9/24 and 10/7/68, 



Enclosed for the Bureau are seven copies and for 
Atlanta three copies of a LHM pertaining to 
captioned matter* 

Investigation regarding the individuals listed 
in New Haven alrtel 9/24/68 is not yet completed. 
When completed results will be furnished Bureau and 
Atlanta* No specific leads being set forth for 
New Haven as previously set forth in alrtel of 
9/24/68. 

/ ENCUOflWS 6 

3 y 1 Bureau (enc, 7) /-\ 

(2-100-438794) U 

Cl- Reverend RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY) 

3 - Atlanta (2-100^5718) (enc* 3) 

(1-157-277, Reverend ABERNATHY) 

4 - New Raven (2-100-18339) 

2-137-959) 




REGISTERED MAIL 

0-/5. 9 <2. 


' : •. I -r* CO/ n/TAINEP 

; Effin x drr, ;v-- ^ 


not recobeEI* 

167 OCT 15 1968 
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I* Reply, Ptmtt Rejrn to 

FikN* 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Haven, Connecticut 
October 10, 1968 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN READERSHIP CONFERENCE 



The August 31, 1968, edition of the "Stamford 
Advocate", a daily newspaper published in Stamford, - 
Connecticut, carried a story on page 1 to the effect w* 
the Reverend Dr. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY wbUld launch the 
first Chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Connecticut on September 27, 1968, at • 
meeting to be held at Rippowam High School auditorium, 
Stamford, Connecticut, at 8:00 p.m. 

According to the article the Reverend ANDREI 
YOUNG, HOSEA WILLIAMS and Y.T. ROGERS, Director of 
Affiliates for Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
Would also be on hand. Dr. ABERNATHY is to speak on 
the objectives of Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
in the north when he presides at the initiation ceremonies. 
The Chapter is being sponsored by the Wilson Memorial 
Church, Stamford, Connecticut, and was organized by 
Mrs. ELIZABETH DILLARD, 97 Washington Avenue, Stamford, 
Connecticut, a member of the congregation. 

The newspaper article lists the officers of 
the Chapter as: 

Bishop C, H, BREWER, New Haven, Connecticut - 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: and TREASURER; 

Mrs. ELIZABETH DILLARD, ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

lliss BEVERLY MEDLEY, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY? 

Dr. ERWIN EDMONDS, New Haven, Connecticut - ADVISOR? 


Reverend JAMES WILKINSON - FIELD STAFF DIRECTOR; 


/ V y^-7 6 * i • ir.USSj£j£L 






><+ 'jt. 




HE; SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

Reverend HAROLD MC CORD - ASSISTANT FIELD 
STAFF DIRECTOR; 

The members of the Board of Directors are: 

Reverend WILLIE GINYARD, Chairman; 

ALVIN BROOKS, President; 

Mrs. MARY MEDLEY, Vice Chairman; 

HAROLD JACKSON, Vice President; 

Miss DELPHINE LITTLES, Secretary; 

Miss MARY GRIFFIN; 

Mrs. MAGNOLIA JACKSON, New Haven, Connecticut; 

Mrs. MARY LONG; 

Reverend ULYSSES RALPH. 

All of the above individuals are Stamford, 
Connecticut, residents except as otherwise noted. 

The ’Stamford Advocate” edition ©^September 
28, 1968, carried an article reflecting Dr. ABERNATHY * 
appearance before l f 00p people at Rippowani i^igh ^School 
on September 27, 1968. The article continues that , 

Dr ABERNATHY was in Stamford to dedicate the Connecticut 
Chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
thiring the course of his speech Dr. ABERNATHY stated 
that on a recent trip abroad foreigners ashed him when 
America will start preaching democracy at home. He called 
for the return of the soldiers from Vietnam claiming that 
he felt there was more democracy in Vietnam than at home. 


<#*;■ 
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BE: SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


Appearing on the platform with Dr. ABERNATHY 
vas Judge ROBERT LEVISTER, Circuit Court, Stamford, 
Connecticut; Mayor BRUNO E. GIORDIANO, Stamford, 
Connecticut; Congressman DONALD J. IRWIN (D.4thConn.| 
and Dr. PETER GOLDMARK, President of CBS Laboratories 
and an internationally known scientist . 



at 


yic 

5y> 


Op September 27, 1968 < 

Stamford, Connecticut, Police Depart menl _ 

Dr. ABERNATHY and his party arrived at Stamford, 
Connecticut, from LA Guardia Airport, New York City, 
approximately 6:30 p.m and attended a reception at 
Temple Beth El with Rabbi PAUL SILVERMASTER and ALEX 
GOLDMAN in Stamford, Connecticu^^aEini^Ajii? appearing j 
at Rippowam High School. MHHHHK»stimated the 
crowd at Rippowam High Scnooi as i,uuu persons. ^There 
was no picketing or any othe. 1 ^ incidents. Dr. ABERNATHY 
departed Stamford at approximately 11:50 p.m. on 
September 27, 1968, for NewYork City. 


This document contains neither recommendatipns nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTi 


Date: 10/23/68 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


(Priority) 


J 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-43879) 

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (100-56) 

COM1NF1L SCLC 

r\ 

00: ATLANTA _ 

0 

REV. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
00: ATLANTA 

ReJNtel 10/22/68, entitled "REV. RALPH DAVID 
ABERNATHY. RM". 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of a LHM. 
Copies also designated for appropriate offices. 

LHM designated locally to USA, Jackson, USA, Oxford, 
OSI, Secret Service, and MIGp, Jackson. 


Bureau (Enc. 12) 

(1 - 157 -RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY) 
2 - Atlanta (Enc. 2) 

1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) 

1 - Houston (Enc. 1) 

1 - WF0 (Enc. 1) L*., .iilBM! 


(C(Or t Pft , 70£’ 


(n) 






170 OCT 301968 


v,no dme 


l37c 




<# 




.M Per 


S^ecicLAiQnt in Charge 


inTT.V.H xH 


UNIT ^ STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE 


At 11:45 a.m. , October 22, 1968, Reverend Ralph 
David Abernathy, President, SCLC, and Reverend Andrew Young, 
Assistant to the President, SCLC, arrived in Marks, Missis- 
sippi, from Memphis, Tennessee, in a 1968 Buick Electra, 
four-door light blue hardtop, 1968 Tennessee License JN5565. 

At 12:50 p.m. October 22, 1968, 160 Negroes led by 
Reverend Abernathy and Young marched to the Quitman County 
Courthouse, Marks, Mississippi. 

Reverend Young introduced Reverend Abernathy who 
spoke on "Get Out The Vote". Reverend Abernathy spoke against 
Presidential Candidates George Wallace and Richard Nixon, but 
said that he was endorsing no candidate or political party. 

Reverend Abernathy and Young departed Marks, Missis- 
sippi, at 3:35 p.m. October 22, 1968, in the above described 
Buick en route to the airport, Memphis, for air travel to 
Houston. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Jackson, Mississippi 
October 23, 1968 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


No arrests or incidents occurred as a result of SCLC 
march, Marks, Mississippi, October 22, 1968. 


Appropriate local, 
were advised of the above. 


state, and Federal authorities 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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TO DI^TOR / ATLANTA / MEMPHIS / HOUSTON 
FROM JACKSON (100-56) 


15) O 


REV. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY. RM. OOt ATLANTA. 



RE ATLANTA AIRTEL TO BUREAU OCTOBER FIFTEEN. SIXTYEIGHT.^ 
AT ELEVEN FORTY-FIVE A.M. OCTOBER TWENTY- TWO, SIXTYEIGHT, 
REV. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SCLC, AND REV. ANDREW 
YOUNG, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT, SCLC, ARRIVED MARKS, MISS., 
FROM MEMPHIS, TENN., IN SIXTYEIGHT BUICK ELECTRA, FOUR-DOOR 
LIGHT BLUE HARDTOP, SIXTYEIGHT TENN. LICENSE JN FIVE FIVE 
SIX FIVE. 

AT TWELVE FIFTY P.M. OCTOBER TWENTY- TWO, SIXTYEIGHT, 

ONE HUNDRED SIXTY NEGROES LED BY REV. ABERNATHY AND YOUNG 
MARCHED TO THE QUITMAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, MARKS, MISSISSIPPI. 

REV. YOUNG INTRODUCED REV. ABERNATHY WHO SPOKE ON 
"GET OUT THE VOTE". REV. ABERNATHY SPOKE AGAINST PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES GEORGE WALLACE AND RICHARD NIXON, BUT SAID THAT HE 

ENDPAGEONE ^ REGr 0 76 1 -33 
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PAGE TWO 

WAS ENDORSING NO CANDIDATE OR POLITICAL PARTY* 

REV. ABERNATHY AND YOUNG DEPARTED MARKS, MISS., THREE 
THIRTY-FIVE P.M. OCTOBER TWENTY- TWO, SIXTYEIGHT, IN ABOVE 
DESCRIBED BUICK EN ROUTE AIRPORT, MEMPHIS, FOR AIR TRAVEL TO 
HOUSTON. 

NO ARRESTS OR INCIDENTS OCCURRED AS A RESULT OF SCLC 
MARCH, MARKS, MISS., OCTOBER TWENTY- TWO, SIXTYEIGHT. 

APPROPRIATE LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES AWARE 
OF ABOVE. 

AIRMAIL COPY TO WFO. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20S35 


October 21, 1968 
CONFIDENTIAL 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 



fon October 18, 1968, a confidential source, who has 
ie<3 


J/L<f 


furnished reliable information in the past, advised that_ 
Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy, President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) , planned to hold a 
press conference on that date at the former site of Resurrection 
City to announce a nationwide get-out -the-vote campaign to 
be launched October 21, 1968, by the SCLC. Resurrection City 
was the temporary home of participants of the Poor People's 
Campaign which was an SCLC sponsored project. 


On October 18, 1968, Abernathy held the press 
conference, as indicated above, at which time the attached 
statement was made. q. 
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STATEMENT BY DR. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 

PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

RESSURRECTION CITY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

October 18 , 1968 


I return today to the site of Ressurrection City the sacred spot which 
held so much hope for the poor of our nation. I come to announce a Nationwide 
Get-Out -the-Vote campaign to be launched next week by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. 

This campaign is designed to stir the forces of good will to bring the 

to bear 

moral weight of their votcs'in every election this November — from city 
council to the Presidency. 

The black, the poor, and our liberal allies across the nation are suffering 
today from a tremendous emotional drain . We have this year lost two of our 
greatest leaders — Dr. Marlin Luther King Jr. and Senator Robert F. Kennedy — 
who were assassinated, in a time when their vision and reason were most des- 
perately needed by America. 

Their tragic deaths, together with the agony of the war in Vietnam and 
the insensitivity to poverty at home, have left millions in this country demoralize 
confused and crashed , Some are even actively urging us not to vote this year. 
And in a sense I guess I understand that sentiment. For I would much rather tc 
have seen, for example, a Presidential race between a Kennedy and a Rockefeller 
But the fact is that one of three men is going to be President of this country. 
Whoever is elected must know that he has to contend with a strong liberal vote 


2 


We in SCLC have noted the alarming trend toward apathy among many 
people of goodwill and are distressed by it for we know that this is exactly what 
the right wing elements and the forces of reaction in our country want. They 
want the black, the poor and the liberals to walk away from the many crucial 
elections taking place on November 5th. The enemies of poor people are seekin 
office at every level so that. they can call a halt to the great strides toward 
freedom that we have made in recent years. 

I shall therefore call upon people of goodwill across the nation to mobi- 
lize the black, poor and liberal voters to turn out at the polls as never before. 

A massive movement of these voters toward the polls will create a 
demand that all candidates for public office, from sheriff to President, speak to 
the vital issues of peace and justice with which the Poor People's Campaign 
is trying so desperately to confront the nation. 

We have come too far to turn back now. Far too many have suffered, 
shed their blood, and died for the right to vote for us not to exercise that right 
in the critical elections ahead. 

We will begin our campaign on Monday, October 21st, in Montgomery, 
Alabama Montgomery, where black people 50,000 strong opened the Second 
Reconstruction in An erica 13 years ago under the inspired leadership of Dr. King; 
Montgomery, Alabama, now the headquarters of the apostle of fear and hate, whc 
would bring an end to what we started there, if he is elected President. 


V 
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for peace and progress. 
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If Mr. Wallace thinks he is going to stop demonstrations for freedom, he 

might as well get ready now, because we will be demonstrating next Monday • 

. * 

where he has his headquarters. 

From Montgomery we will journey on Tuesday, October 22nd to Marks, 
Mississippi — the poorest area in the United States, where men, women and 
children are literally starving to death. From Marks, we shall speak to the 
poor of our nation — black, white, red, brown, yellow. We will say, "The 
poor must vote" -- as long as one out of every four Americans is poverty-strick< 
as long as 10 million Americans are hungry; as long as poverty and disease affli 
two-thirds of the world; as long as strong men are denied jobs, impoverished 
mothers are denied a decent life for their families, and children are denied a 
good education. 

We shall then be in Houston, Texas, on Wednesday, October 23; 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Newark, New York City, 
Detroit, Pittsburgh and Atlanta will follow in that order. 


We will carry the same urgent message to every region of America; 
People must know the issues and they must vote. Our effort will be nonpartisan 
We will take with us the Poor People's Mule Train which began in 
Mississippi and has traveled to Ressurrection City and on to the Republican 
and Democratic conventions as a symbol of the vital issue of poverty 'and 


human rights that we must not alh 


be covered up by the rhetoric of fear and 


hate that has become commonplace in the 1968 campaign. 
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We call upon men and women of conscience in these 12 cities and 
in all communities across the nation to join us in the immensely important 
work of getting out the vote for justice in America. 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 22, 1968 


Title 


Ralph David Abernathy 


Character Racial Matters 

Reference Letterhead memorandum dated 

and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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U\ fED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^IjSTICE 
federal bureau of investigation 
A tlanta, Georgia 
October 22, 1968 




CONFIDENTIAL 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On October 17, 1968, confidential source 
advised he understood that on October 16, 1968, Ralph D. 
Abernathy, President, Southern Christian Leaders^) 

' * . _ . . _ j t _ _c_ — 4- 4- /-v H «« /-k rf o m 


matter . 


Conference (SCLC) and Bernard Laiayeiw, 

RCT.C . traveled to Washing— 



DLCV, 

C v __, 


^ ^ t y i y* 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 


outside your agency 
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NITED states department 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Los Angeles, California 
October 30, 1968 



declassified _ 

O N 

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCdC)_ 


y?o 


Ltober 2h -3 1968 a 
jos Angeles Police Deparxinent/ advised 

?vn"at" o'rrU'c^otJer^ ^J,' ivo 6, the Los Angeles Police-Department 
received*’ a letter from Reverend James H. Hargett, yf^cal 
representative. for the Southern Christian Leadersg^ Conference, 
advising that on October 25, 1968, Reverend Ralph Abernathy would 
lead a parade consisting of three mul-e wag CDs on Los Angeles 
streets. The parade would commence at 3:30 p.m., at Y/ill Rogers 
State Park, travel north on Central Avenue, west on 24th Street, 
and terminate at the Second Baptist Church. The group was to obey 
all traffic regulations and thus a permit was not necessary. 


On October 25, 1968, a source, who has provided 
reliable information in the past, advised that Reverend Ralph 
Abernathy arrived at Los Angeles International Airport at about 
8:47 a . m7 on that date. 

At 4:15 p.m., October 25, 1968, Special Agents of th? 
FBI observed a crowd of approximately 15® Negroes at the south- 
west corner of Mill Rogers State Park, 103rd Street and Central 
Avenue, Los Angeles, California. In the center of the crowa, 
there were three mule wagons with two mules attached to each . 
wagon. 


At 4 ’h-5 p.m., the three wagons left the park and 
' proceeded north on Central Avenue. Reverend Abernathy and 11. 

other Negroes were observed in the first wagon, the second 
— wa^on was occupied by 12 Negroes, and the third wagon by five 
Negroes. The wagons were followed by seven automobiles upon 
which were observed posters urging support for various candidates 
for publi^offi-oe^ — - " * 
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COHOJNIST" INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

The wagons proceeded north on Central Avenue obeying 
all traffic regulations. 

On October 25, 1968, the above source advised that the 
o arade proceeded north on Central Avenue., west on 24th Street, 
'and terminated at the Second Baptist Church, 24th Street and 
Griffin Avenue, Los Angeles, California. 

Source observed Kenold Joseph Seaton, Jr., Chairman 
of the Cultural Committee of the "US” organization (see 
'■■Doendix) : Wilbert Terry, representative of the Black Congress, 
and Tommy Ray Jacquette, representative of the Black Congress, 
riding in the mule wagons. 

The Black Congress is an amalgamation of black 
nationalist organizations, both militant and Q 
non-militant, which has its headquarters at 722ti 
South Broadway, Los Angeles, California. 

Source advised that members of the "US" organization 
provided security for the parade. Samuel Helvin Carr, Director 
of Security of the "US" organization, was observed giving oraers 
to those "US" members who were present. 



reliable 

0 c tobcr* c- j • j. ~ • — - - — •/ - * — _ 

the Second Baptist Church, 24th Street and. Griff m Avenue, Los 
Angeles, California. Approximately 350 to 400 people attended - 
this meeting. Most of those in attendance were Negroes. Reverend 
Abernathy encouraged Negroes to vote and stressed the importance 
of the upcoming November elections. He tdd the people m 
attendance that the problems of the black people would not be 
solved by not voting in the election. He did not endorse any — 

candidate but did indicate that Hubert Humphrey was the best 

candidate for black people. 


Source had no knowledge of any incidents or harass- 
ments in connection with the appearance of Reverend Abernathy 
in Los Angeles. ’* 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

/On October 25, 1968, a third sourccQ vJho is in a 
position to furnish, reliable information, advised tha. Reverend 
Abernathy. A. B. Lee, A. J. Young, B. Lafayette, Kr. Off enbur^er, 
Kiss Randolph, H. Williams, and F. Kirkpatrick, had the following 
airline reservations: 


October 26, 1968 

Delta Airlines, Flight 132 

Los Angeles to Atlanta 

October 2?» 1968 

Eastern Airlines, Flight 132 

Atlanta to Baltimore 

The party separates at Baltimore. Reverend Abernathy 
and Mr. Lee have the following reservations: 


October 29, 1968 
Ransoms Airlines 
No flight available 
Baltimore to Philadelphia 

November 1, 1968 

Trans World Airlines, Flight 77 

Philadelphia to St. Louis 

November 2, 1966 

Trans World Airlines, Flight 72 

St. Louis to Pittsburgh 

The remaining six members of the party have the 
following reservations: 

. November 1, 1968 
American Airlines, Flight lLp. 

La Guardia, New York to Detroit 

November 2, 1968 

Northwestern Airlines, Flight 302 
Detroit % o Pittsburgh 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

All eight members of the original party have 
reservations on United Airlines Flight 453* November 2, I960, 
Pittsburgh to Atlanta. 


tLX' 

fon October 26, 1968, a fourth source^ too is in a 
•oosition ro furnish reliable information, advised that Reverend 
Abernathy, A. B. Lee, and Mr. Offenburger, departed Los Angeles 
at 8:35 a.m. on that date via Delta Airlines Flight lij. en route 
to Atlanta, Georgia. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be is- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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■TO 


"US" 

Also Known As 
Incorporated 


"US" was chartered, 'ey the State of California as a 
non-profit corporation in September , I^oo viith o.l a ices at o^li 
South Broadway, Los Angeles, California. Che corporate charter 
alleges that "US" is primarily an Afro-American cultural organization. 

During the spring of 1968 , however, a source advised that 
KAULAKA HON KARENGA', true name Ronie McKinley Everett, Pounder- 
Chairman o f ; n US% has published a booklet entitled, The Quotao^e 
Karenga, in which he talks of revolution, bxack power and condemns 
Christianity for the plight of the black man. 

In this booklet, KARSNGA stated: "...You must have a., 

cultural revolution before tne vreuent revoj-Uoion. The cul l.u- al 
revolution gives identity, purpose and direction. ...The revolution** 
Using fought row is a revolution to win .the minds of our people. 

Tv* i p o win this we cannot wage the viouenc one. • * .when 

the word* is given we'll see how tough you are. When it's ’burn', 

1 et 1 s see how much you burn. When it’s 'kiuj.', let's see how muchi 
~ 0 -- k*'*l. When it's ‘blow up 1 , let's see how much you blow up. 

Ind when it's ‘take that white girl's head too', we'll really see 

- u «»,# *\ « • r* V> -v * <r w a. ^ * 

Cy~ c • • • t 

The above source advised that "US" members are required 
to study and memorize this ooonlet. "US" members are also assigned 
Swahili names which they use in lieu of their given names. 

A second source advised that KARENGA has spoken at various 
meetings in Los Angeles, at which time he has talkea of creating an 
• "US" armv of 1,000 men, obtaining weapons and ammunition , guerrila 
warfare tactics ’ and revolution. KARENGA has also stated, "The only 
— v-ray to get life is to take a life and as we get stronger we will 
take what we want from the white man's United States." He also 
stated* that '.if the police killed any "US" members, the "US" organi- 
£ ii en .vrouid oOins Ox 

The tirat source above advised that KAH2XC-A has also 
statea that recent race riots throughout the country were not riots 
hut wo re uctuejdJLy revents or revo-Lv*vuons and w. i^iacK. 
are going to win their tree doit by violence if necessary. 


- p 
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APPENDIX CONTINUED 


"us” 

Also Known As 
"US 11 , Incorporated 


A ‘third source advised that KAHENGA has stated that a 
revolution will take place in the near future and that no one can 
believe in black revolution without believing in armed conflict 
because the two go hand in hand. 

The first source above advised that the "US" organization 
has approximately 20 militant, hard-core members, a number of whom _ 
during* the past year have been arrested for possession of incendiary 
devices, attempted arson, armed robbery and burglary. US members 
•are known to carry firearms. There are an estimated additional 200 
individuals, ranging in age from 4 to 40, who are known to attend 
meetings and social activities sponsored by US and which are 
closed to" anyone not of the Negro race. 

Recently, the "US' organization opened an affiliate 
office in San Diego, California. 

The word "US" refers to the personal pronoun and is 
not an abbreviation. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 8 , 1968 


Title RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Letterhead memorandum dated and 

captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


/ 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
federal bureau of investigation 
Atlanta, Georgia 
November 8 , 1968 


■N 


CONFIDENTIAL 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On November 7, 1968, confidential source 
advised he had learned that date that Ralph D. Abernathy, 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) was in an Atlanta hospital where he had been 
for approximately three days recuperating from a ’’virus 
attack.” Andrew J. Young, Executive Vice President, 

SCLC, and Bernard Lee, Special Aide to the President, 
SCLC, during the same period of time have been largely 
confined to their respective homes with the flu. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 


FBI 

m • 

(Type in plaintext or code ) 

AIRMAIL 

_ " (Priority) . ? 4 '. 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 


Idle- 




FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) (P) 

SUBJECT: RALPH DAVID JflBERNATHY 

RM (COUNTER INTELLIGENCE 
MATTERS) 



Re Atlanta air tel and LHM, dated 11/8/68 
captioned "RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, RM." 

Referenced LHM reflects ABERNATHY was recently 
hospitalized with a virus infection. 
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SAC, WFO (157-1654) (RUC) 
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The above information is furnished the Bureau and 
Atlanta for their information. WFO case re ABERNATHY is 
being placed in RUC status. ABERNATHY activities in regard 
to the Poor Peoples' Campaign conducted by the SCLC in WDC 
during the past spring and summer hade previously been re- 
ported by WFO. There is no indication that ABERNATHY is or 
plans to be active in the WDC area; however, this matter 
will be followed through logical sources, and any activities 
on his part in WuC in the future will be reported. 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

lo7c^ 



Date: 12/6/68 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100t442706) 

SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) (P) 

RALPH DAVID^VBERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 





Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, dated 12/3/68 
captioned "Desegregation of Hyde County, North Carolina 
Schools, RM." &' 

Enclosed for the Bureau is original and seven 
copies of LHM and for Charlotte one copy of LHM. 

Source referred to in encloee£-'LHM i-dHHHHH 
information from whom must be classified Conf iaenTra^^^ 



AGENCY: ACSI, OSIjSEC. SER? 

yacs: - 7"*), C7.D, RAO '.uOpc*- 
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BS DEC 7 1968 


(j)-Bureau (Enc. 8) (RM) 

/A 1-Charlotte (Enc. 1) (RM) 
SF 3-Atlanta (1-157-257) 

4?- (1-100-5718) 
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in Charge 
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In Reply » Please Refer to 
File No. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
December 6, 1968 


Title 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Memorandum dt Atlarta 

dated and captioned as 
above . 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have £m»±ehed reliable 
information in the past. 


ThlB document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Atlanta, Georgia 
December 6, 1968 


CO 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 




IDENTIAL 


* 


On December 2, 1968, a confidential source 
advised Ralph D. Abernathy, President, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) had recently 
contracted pneumonia and as of that date was confined 
to an Atlanta, Georgia, hospital under the care of 
his physician. Source said it was the understanding 
of the SCLC staff that Abernathy would remain in the 
hospital for several additional days. 



1 * 


Thls'document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In Reply , Please Refer to T 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
December 11, 1948 


Title RALPH D* ABERNATHY 

Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Memorandum at Atlanta, dated 

and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. -- " 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 



File \u. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL Bl’ REAL OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
December 11, 1968 


CONFIDENTIAL 


RALPH D« ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 


lolc 



As ol the present time, source could furnish no 
further details pertaining to Abernathy's anticipated travel. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu- 
sions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is 
loaned to your agency; It and Its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 




Date: 1/20/69 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 

(Priority) 



Miss G&ndy 


REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY ARRIVE r 


FRIENDSHIP AIRPORT ELEVEN TWENTY THREE PM, JANUARY NINETEEN, - — . 

L- * 

AST, ABOARD EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE TWO SIX. MRS. ABERNATH 


ARRIVED TWO ZERO SEVEN AM, JANUARY TWENTY INSTANT, AT FRIEND 


A 



ABERNATHY AND PARTY, CONSISTING OF MRS. ABERNATHY AND MR. 

J.T . JOHNSON, WILL ATTEND SWEARING IN CEREMONY AT CAPITOL, SEATED 
SECTION A, TICKETS NUMBER TWO FIVE FOUR SIX AND TWO FIVE FOUR 


EIGHT. 

^4^ Bureau 
1 - VFO 


REG* 


l JAN 2% 1959 j 


41 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


WO 

PAGE TWO 

ABERNATHY AND PARTY WILL VIEW INAUGURAL PARADE FROM 
SEATS ON EAST SIDE OF WHITE HOUSE, SOUTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
AVENUE, ROW NINE, SEATS ONE, TWO, AND THIRTY. 

THE ABERNATHYS ' WILL ATTEND INAUGURAL BALL AT THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION SCHEDULED FOR NINE PM, JANUARY TWENTY 
INSTANT, HOLDING RESERVATIONS FOR BOX SEVENTY EIGHT. 

ABERNATHYS AND PARTY HAVE TICKETS FORIECEPTION TO BE 
HELD IN THE LORRAINE ROOM, LAFAYETTE HOTEL, SIXTEENTH AND I 
STREETS, N.W., SCHEDULED FOR ONE AM, JANUARY TWENTY ONE NEXT. 

ABERNATHY DRIVING RED FURY THREE RENTAL CAR BEARING 
VIRGINIA LICENSE. 

SAS OF THE FBI OBSERVED THIS AUTOMOBILE AT SIX FORTY FIVE 
AM, JANUARY TWENTY INSTANT, PARKED IN LOWER LEVEL PARKING 
AREA NORTH OF THREE ZERO ONE G STREET, S.W., APARTMENT COMPLEX. 
CAR BEARS CURRENT VIRGINIA LICENSE EIGHT SIX DASH ZERO TWO 
SEVEN. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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1 EVEREND RALPH DAVID ^BERNATHY, INFORMATION CONCERNING » R"P 


INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED INSTANT DATE FROM DEPARTMENT 
F PUBLIC SAFETY, ST. THOMAS, US VIRGIN ISLANDS, THAT 
EVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY IS CURRENTLY VACATIONING AT 
IT. THOMAS WHERE HE WILL REMAIN UNTIL MONDAY, JANUARY 
WENTY SEVEN NEXT. HOUSING MADE AVAILABLE TO ABERNATHY 
IY COLLEGE OF VIRGIN ISLANDS, ST. THOMAS. THE DEPARTMENT 
)F PUBLIC SAFETY HAS DETAILED ONE PLAIN CLOTHED POLICEMAN 
ro ABERNATHY ? HOWEVER, NO INDICATION OF ANY RACIAL TENSION 
OR POSSIBLE VIOLENCE. ABOVE BEING FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU 
FOR INFORMATION. NO FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN BY SAN JUAN. 
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□ and national indications center 
(^''DEPARTMENT of the army 
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\VHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: SECRET SERVICE (PID) 
(For disseminating classified data to Secret Service) 

SOCKET SERVICE (PID) BY PLAINTEXT TELETYPE 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 


C>{ >) 1 f 


From: DIRECTOR, FBI 
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Subject: , 
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JAN 24 1969 
on ne«t-page. ) 
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Approved 




.ETYPE UNIT 


i — I Sent 


M Per 








12110 PM 1-20-69 NSM I ENCIPHERED j 
priority 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 005 
TO: SECRETARY OF STATE 005 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 005 
TO : DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 005 
TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 005 
TO: SECRET SERVICE (PID) 

TO: ATTORNEY GENERAL (BY MESSENGER) 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

UNCLASSIFIED 

REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, THREAT AGAINST LIFE 


REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY ARRIVED 


FRIENDSHIP AIRPORT ELEVEN TWENTY THREE PM, JANUARY NINETEEN, (Qc 


LAST, ABOARD EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE TWO SIX. MRS ABERNATHY 
ARRIVED TWO ZERO SEVEN AM, JANUARY TWENTY INSTANT, AT FRIENDSHIP 
AIRPORT, ABOARD FLIGHT THREE SIX SIX, DELTA AIRLINES. 





END PAGE ONE 


>PiES DESTROYED 
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PAGE TWO UNCLASSIFIED 

ABERNATHY AND PARTY, CONSISTING OF MRS. ABERNATHY AND MR. 

J. T. JOHNSON, WILL ATTEND SWEARING IN CEREMONY AT CAPITOL, SEATED 
SECTION A, TICKETS NUMBER TWO FIVE FOUR SIX AND TWO FIVE FOUR EIGHT. 

ABERNATHY AND PARTY WILL VIEW INAUGURAL PARADE FROM 
SEATS ON EAST SIDE OF WHITE HOUSE, SOUTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
AVENUE, ROW NINE, SEATS ONE, TWO, AND THIRTY. 

THE ABERNATHYS WILL ATTEND INAUGURAL BALL AT THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION SCHEDULED FOR NINE PM, JANUARY TWENTY 
INSTANT, HOLDING RESERVATIONS FOR BOX SEVENTY EIGHT. 

ABERNATHYS AND PARTY HAVE TICKETS FOR RECEPTION TO BE 
HELD IN THE LORRAINE ROOM, LAFAYETTE HOTEL, SIXTEENTH AND I 
STREETS, NV , SCHEDULED FOR ONE AM, JANUARY TWENTY ONE NEXT. 

ABERNATHY DRIVING RED FURY THREE RENTAL CAR BEARING 
VIRGINIA LICENSE. 

SAS OF THE FBI OBSERVED THIS AUTOMOBILE AT SIX FORTY FIVE 
AM, JANUARY TWENTY INSTANT, PARKED IN LOWER LEVEL PARKING 
AREA NORTH OF THREE ZERO ONE G STREET, S.W., APARTMENT COMPLEX. 

CAR BEARS CURRENT VIRGINIA LICENSE EIGHT SIX DASH ZERO TWO SEVEN. 
END 
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SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-10603) (?) 


DEMONSTRATIONS DURING PRESIDENTIAL 
INAUGURATION CEREMONIES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. i 

JANUARY 19-20, 1969 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 
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Re Charlotte teletype to Bureau, Atlanta, and 
vTFO dated 12/10/63. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of LEM, 
and for Atlanta and VTFO 2 copies each, captioned as above, 
copies of which have been disseminated locally to military 
intelligence agencies and Secret Service. A copy has also 
been furnished the USA, EDNC, Raleigh C^ olina. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
December 11, 1968 


DEMONSTRATIONS DURING PRESIDENTIAL 
Title INAUGURATION CEREMONIES 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 

JANUARY 19-20, 1969 


Character 

Reference 


I NFOF MAT TON CONCERNING 
( 1 N i EK NAL. SECUR ITY ) 

Memorandum made at Charlotte, North 
Carolina, dated and captioned as 
above . 


All sources (except any listed helow) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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UN*. ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jc^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

' Charlotte* North Carolina 
December 11, 1968 


m 


DEMONSTRATIONS DURING PRESIDENTIAL 

INAUGURATION CEREMONIES M 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

JANUARY 19”20 , 1969 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
INFORMATION CONCERNING MC LASS IF 

C INTERNAL SECURITY) 


Representatives of 111th Military Intelligence 
Group, Fayetteville, North Carolina, and Secret Service, 
Charlotte, North Carolina, were advised of the above 
information. 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOJR AGENCY? IT AND 
ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
YOUR AGENCY. „ ^ , 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, ATLANTA (100-7664) (P) 
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UAS2IKGT0N, D. C., 

1/19-20/63 , 

INFORMATION CONCERNING - (IS) (V — 

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 12/11/SS, captioned *»' 

Enclosed for the Eureau are original and ten copies 



above . 
of LEU. 


Enclosed for Y/FO is one copy of LHU. 




Source referred to in enclosed LHU^i 
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File No. 



un:. t .d states department of j >tice . . 

V 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
December 12, 1968 


DEMONSTRATIONS DURING PRESIDENTIAL 
INAUGURATION CEREMONIES, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. , 

JANUARY 19-20, 1969 


Character INFORMATION CONCERNING - 

(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

Reference j . 

Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 

dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations ncr conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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In Reply , Phase Rejer to 
File Ao. 


UI”TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TT TSTICE 
( ' 
federal bureau of investigation 

Atlanta, Georgia 

December 12, 1968 


C OH^DSHTIAL 


DEMONSTRATIONS DURING PRESIDENTIAL 
INAUGURATION CEREMONIES, 
WASHINGTON , D. C. , 

JANUARY 19-20, 19C9 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - 

(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



On December 11, 1933, source adviced that neither 
Piivh D Abernathy, as President of SCLC, nor SCLC, a*> an 
of^ 'i-tiou 1 contemplate participating in any disturbance 
Gelatin- to the forthcoming Presidential Inauguration Ceremonies. 
In this" connection, source pointed out that as of the Present, 
time SCLC continues to be apprehensive to how it, a.* an 
orrrni r *atiou and the Civil Rights Movement, as a whole, will 
faro under the Nixon Administration. As a consequence, it would 
b o illogical for SCLC to consider activity relative to inaugur..- 
tion ceremonies which might alienate the incoming accaini./tration. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property ox the M ana i: 
loaned to your agency; it and its. contents are not to b- dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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WFO VIA WASHINGTON Tl 

ALL (WOftMATIOtt COKTAUMA 
FROM CHICAGO *ENy*f « U*CUS*lF»r 


FBI CHICAGO 
144 PMytiRGENT 1-19-69 
TO 





REVEREND RALPH /&ERNATHY, PRESIDENT SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
CONFERENCE THREAT AGAINST LIFE RM. 


Mr. Tolri 
Mr. Del x>aeb- 

Mt 

Mi Eisr^P— 
Mr Caster— 
Mr. Callahan 
Mi. Conrad- 

Mi Fell 

Mi G ale. 

Mi- ?ose». 
Mi. Suliivao- 
Mr. Ta^el — 
Mr. Trotter- 
kTde. 

Miss H Ime 
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CHICAGO ILLINOIS POLICE DEPARTMENT^ 

DIVISION ADVISED THAT MAIN SWITCHBOARD RECEIVED ANONYMOUS TELEPHONI 
CALL JANUARY NINETEEN INSTANT FROM UNKNOWN MALE WHO STATED QUOTE 
REVEREND ABERNATHY WILL BE KILLED IN WASHINGTON, D.C. UNQUOTE. 

PHONE OPERATOR ATTEMPTED TO DETERMINE DATE AND MEANS OF KILLIW^BUT 
CALLER WOULD NOT FURNISH FURTHER DETAILS. ONLY FURTHER INFORrtAJKft 
GIVEN WAS QUOTE I 'M CALLING FROM CLARK STREET UNQUOTE. CHICAGO PD HAS 
NO FURTHER INFORMATION NOR SUSPECTS. FOR INITIATION REVEREND 
ABERNATHY IN CHICAGO JANUARY EIGHTEEN LASTED SPOKE AT MEETING OF 
OPERATION BREADBASKET, ECONOMIC ARM OF SCLC V^ftlK ^ 

PRESIDENT ELECT NIXON'S THEORIES ON BLACK CApffALlSV. ^AJPPEARANCE 

RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE COVERAGE IN LOCAL NEWS MEDIA. ie JAM 28 1969 ^ 

ADMINISTRATIVE — 

REMYTEL TO BUREAU AND ATLANTA JANUARY EIGHTEEN LAST ENTITLED 

"COMINFIL-SCLC • IS-C. OOs ATLANTA" REPORTING ON ABERNATHY'S ? 




APPEARANCE IN CHICAGO. WFO AND ATLANTA ADVISE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. 
MILITARY AND SECRET SERVICE, CHICAGO ^ADV^^L^M^j^O^WlTH COPY ^ 
FOR UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 


ENj 

SLB 


litu r. * * VIM.L. * • ^ l JL 



FBI WASH DC* 




FBI WASH DC 


FBI atlan; 


5:46 ?X URGENT 1-19-6 


TO DIRECTOR AND CHICAGO 
r ROM ATLANTA 157-257 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IXVESTlGAT„r. 

U. S. DEPARTMEN^BfcfiTlCt 

COMMUNICAS^HECTIOfr 
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)&cL 


& Cal- .!.» 
Coi *d 

•i.r. Feh 

Mm. Ga*. _ 

Ros^l 

ilix. Slv iv*j. 
Mr. Ts 
Mr. Trotter, 
'i'tie. Ejoex-. 
*'«SS HoMasdL. 
Miay G*uu.ciy 


REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERS! 
CONFERENCE, THREAT AGAINST LIFE; RM. ^ 


RECGTEL TO BUREAU AND PHONE CALL TO ATLANTA JAN. NINETEEN 
SIXTYNINE CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. 

INFORMATION SET FORTH IN RETEL REGARDING THREAT AGAINST 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY FURNISHED ON RECEIPT T 

I 

EXTERNAL SECURITY DIVISION ATLANTA PD, SECRET SERVICE ATLANTA, 


y?<> 


AND ONE ELEVENTH MILITARY INTELLIGENCE GROUP, FT. MCPHERSON, GA. 
BUREAU POLICY REGARDING MATTERS OF THIS NATURE CON^^RNING SCLC 
PERSONNEL HAS BEEN THAT ATLANTA FURNISHES INFO Tp APPROPRIATE 


PERSONNEL OF ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
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(Type in plaintext or code ) 

airmail c 

~ ~ ’ ( Priority \ .. 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
January 31 * 1969 


Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 



Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned a a above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 







This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to he 
distributed outside your agency. 




CONFIDENTIAL 







GROUP 1 / 

Excluded irem automatic 
'iovTngradliA and 

declassi/idation 


ENCLOSE 


FBI WASH DC 
11:45 AM URGENT 1-30-69 
TO DlREjrtOR AND ATLANTA 
FROM HOUSTON (157-M90) 



rcoLoV- tufiCAo or i0N 

u S OEFARTWcN. Ot I 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

JAN Z 0 V 9 B 2 

teletype 

Uk, 





M i TVlSOZJ 

M v — 

Mi. M»hr_ 

Mr. Bishop 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

| M • . Felt 

j Mr. Gale — 

} Mr. Hosen— y 

i Vr. SullivanJ^l 

Mr. T&vei 

Mr. Trotter 

’iMe. Koora 

*> lh dines 

y Gandy— 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY, RACIAL MATTER. 

RE ATLANTA TEL TODAY. 

A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE AT PRAIRIE VIEW A & M COLLEGE, 

PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS, ADVISED TODAY THAT ABERNATHY WAS 7c. 

SCHEDULED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE GENERAL STUDENT ASSEMBLY AT 
PRAIRIE VIEW TODAY, BUT HIS SPEECH HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
BECAUSE OF THE WEATHER. THIS SOURCE ADVISED THAT IN VIEW 
OF THE HEAVY SCHEDULE AT PRAIRIE VIEW ABERNATHY WILL NOT 
HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR AGAIN DURING THE CURRENT 
SCHOOL YEAR. 


) 



END 


o-ls -9s. 



to?C 


REC-33 


GMA 

FBI WASH DC 


51 ^6 it 


10^0 





12 FEB 4 1869 


9 


FBI WASH DC 


1 j)t«v BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 
u S. DEPARTMENT Of J 'JSTIC*. 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

JAN 3 0 1969 

teletype • 




FBI ATLANTA 

9:40 AM URGENT 1/30/S9 SAT 
TO DIRECTOR AND HOUSTON 
FROM ATLANTA 157-257 


o'aa 9 » 


/T 

RALPH D.^ ABERNATHY, RACIAL MATTER. 



|r*. 

~ I’".* r*« * 

k *. i: 

is.- r - 
1> :: r_. 

If-. O' f . -.rr 

I f -. 

JV. 

fir. 6*-. 

Hr. 

Hr. Sullivan 

Hr. Tr.’e! 

Mr. Trotter— 

Tele. Eoo.ee 

Miss Holme.?- 
Hiss G&nds— 



\^IqOK JAN. TWENTY NINE, SIXTYNINE, 

SCLC, DURING COURSE OF ANOTHER MATTER, AD- 
VISED RALPH D. A3ERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SCLC, PLANNED TO BE IN 
HOUSTON, TEXAS, JAN. THIRTY, SIXTYNINE. 

A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED ON JAN. THIRTY, SIXTYNINE, THAT 
A3ERNATHY WAS SCHEDULED TO DELIVER A SPEECH (TIME NO KNOWN) AT 
PRAIRIE VIEW COLLEGE, PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS, ON JAN. THIRTY, 
SIXTYNINE. ABERNATHY'S AIR RESERVATIONS NOT KNOWN, y / q - L f 
ATLANTA AIRPORT, EARLY MORNING, JAN.^Hg^, SIXI.YJ4INE, 
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SUFFERING FROM SEVERE FOG. 
END 
BJP 

FBI WASH DC 
TUP 
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Transmit the followflffiln- 



ate: 2/13/69 


aintext or code ) 


Via 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


nts 


( Priority ) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) 

SUBJECT: RALPH d/abERNATHI 



I 






I 



AT 157-257. 

. > r V;' At this time, the foregoing la submitted for Information. 

. . Additional information, when developed, will be promptly forwarded. 

Consideration will be given to such recommendations as, may - 
: \V-.\ subsequently appear appropriate.; 
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Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


\£l^ 


Date: 2/10/69 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


DIRECTOR, PBI (100-442706) 


SAC, DETROIT (157-874) 

D 

SUBJECT: RALPH D. ABERKATHY 

^ Rtf 


\o1<^ 




loTC 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an 
tjm and for recipient offices copies as designated below, 
relating to captioned natter. 

Two copies of the LHM are being furnished 
G-2 and Secret Service, and one copy of the LHM is being 
furnished USA, all Detroit, .Michigan. 

The sources utilised in the LHM are 
^identified as lollows: 


Source #1 is 
Special investigations Bureau 


roit 


\ol O 

rtneat . 


Source #2 i 


loO- 
bTO 

Sources were unable to furnish any infornation 
relating to the itinerary ef^bubject. 

qj in? 

^5- Bureau (Enc. 11) (Rtf) 

"f - Hew York (Enc. 1) (Info) (Rtf) 

1 - Los Angeles (Enc. 1) (JMo) (Rtf) 

2 - Atlanta (Enc. 2) (Rtf)^^^ / 

^^J^oit || ENCLOSDR^PP Jfcf " 'dJd.° L ' 

<0 ” 7c <o7c, ' : ' / 


idfeliCY: ACS T . <3?. OSIjSEC# SERt 

759 F-A0 


4 FEB 13 




l ,Cl,f ! 

’Special Agent in Charge 


.M Per 





i 



i 




: >/<£• : ' fc v . ' .The LHMis being classif led 

to protect the sources utilised 


• v ■' *yr\ ■ 


>•*' -• v* * 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File Ao. Detroit, Michigan 

February 10, 1969 



Ralph D. Abernathy 


Source number one and source number two, both 
who have furnished reliable information in the past, “^vised 
on February 10, 1969, that Ralph D. Abernathy, ^^dent 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
spoke at Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan, on 
February 9. 1969. Abernathy addressed a capacity crowd 
which was predominantly Negro and the purpose of his 
appearance in Detroit was to speak to the P®°Pj-® * he 
opening day of National Negro History Week in Detroit, 

Michigan. 

Both source number one and source number two 
advised that Abernathy commented that he does not trust 
President Richard Nixon any more than he did former 
President Lyndon Johnson. He described President Ni ™j>n 
as a man who "does not have the understanding or sensitivity 
to deal with the problems of the black and the poor . 

Abernathy also stated that the Negro in 
America has been abused and deprived ever since the first 
Negro arrived in the United States. He further added, 
••America owes the black man a check". He stated, They 
wrote us a check in 1863 (the Emancipation Proclamation) 
and we presented it to America and it bounced . Continuing 
he stated, "We came back to the bank today and we are 

' . . ^ 1 1- 4- ,, nl lie <ntproct M . 


cok 

riDENTlAL 

<GK 

W 1 

Excluded 

from Automatic 

Downgrading and 

1 Decia 

Ssification | 


COPIES DESTROYED 


/ ' 

Eb CLOSURE 




geejAr. 5 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Re: Ralph D. Abernathy 



Both sources stated that when Abernathy was questioned 
about the future of the civil rights movement in the 
United States he said "We’re going to freedom’s land". 

He said, while the audience murmered approval, "We’re not 
gonna let anyone turn us around". 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of .the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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9:22 PM URGENT 2-19-69 




TG DIRECTOR AND NEW YORK 
' NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 


FROM ATLANTA 


Mr. Tolson — — 
Mr. DeLoach— 
Mr. Mohr— 
Mr. Bishop — 
Mr. Casper— 
Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Conrad— 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

. Mr. Rosen — 
\. jTSV^Srt. Sullivan. 

Mr. Tavel— 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy- 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY. RACIAL MATTER 


SOURCE COULD FURNISH NO FURTHER DETAILS. FOR INFORMATION 


RECEIVED: 927 PM 


TELETYPED TO: 


' u 


6/j - 1 




RtC 10. i 


20 1369 



I 


V 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 


SAC, HKf HAVW <100-18339) «W»C) 

UjcHtftEl 

DATE 



HAB, 3, 1969 

. 0-/5 - 9 <a. 
CONTAINED 

’ i i 'i <—• • t Li 


CCRIHFlt 

8CLC 
IS-C 


E. *e* Haven Ulttt, 10/10/6*. -MB •“<= 





Hev Bavin iwvww* , — r — - 

, + K . ii.t of »»« of Individual. 
The re f or ooeod UM so t s f ort^ f plrec tor« of the 

ttfSS&Z « r r%;1.e SOU). 

The Indices ot the HH0 **£ i£”ini 

^lllt^virel cl the oilier. nnd —*«• •* 
tS Board of Director*. 

Th e Stamford Chapter of th.SCLC la go-gjj* 

Memorial Church and operates ^^^oo full time 

00 kst^stsssss? v l s« « » *«* fun<:tiott - 

^:r.; « * - «. — — — 

£ «n.?ied in this ~«er. 
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* "X 


& Bur# “ fr> 

, . Mlents^ ggSp^TS— > 

| . he* Bnven (1 - Abernathy) 

Idle- • ^ ' u! ' ' : 




NOT RECOriDEr' 
1 MAR 5 1969 


n-i 


/-" //a 


f . ! VIA TE-LETYPc i 

» 

! • 

EKCiP H ERTD 

1 KcT" 

PM URGENT 3-6-69^^ 

TO DIRECTOR, WFO , BALTIMORE, NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA 
BALTIMORE NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA VIA WASHINGTON 

a ti a ut a »u iKFl^riuN i:y 


\ 5 

•<»’ \ 
I H.vs>. 


FROM ATLANTA 


tW |» tl <;{;« 




RALPH D. ABERNATHY RACIAL MATTER. 

ON MARCH SIX, SIX NINE, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO KA^TFURNISHED 
RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED HE DETERMINED THAT ON MARCH 
FIVE, SIX NINE, RALPH D. ABERNATHYNj PRESIDENT , SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), TRAVELLED FROM ATLANTA TO PH1LADELPHI 
PENNSYLVANIA, FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING A SPEECH (SPECIFIC LOCATION 


NOT KNOWN) 


END PAGE ONt 


11 W 


WFO 






PAGE TWO 

SOURCE COULD FURNISH NO FURTHER DETAILS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE. 

BUREAU FILE ONE ZERO ZERO - FOUR FOUR TWO SEVEN ZERO SIX, 
ATLANTA FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - TWO FIVE SEVEN. 


SOURCE REFERRED TO IS 
FROM WHOM MUST BE CLASSIFIED CONFIDENTIAL. 


INFORMATION 


RECEIVED: 4:51 PM 
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MIMFIL OF SCLC 
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Enclosed for the Bureau era 11 copies and for 
lanta 2 copies of an LKM dated arid captioned as above. 


^Epeioced LEM contains information re speech cade' 
RALPH P T ASERH AJSIg-at- George t om Univer s i t y , Washington , 
. C» f on 3/5/69. 
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MEMORIAL MARCH COMMEMORATING 
DEATH OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
TO BE HELD MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

APRIL 4, 1969 CLASSIFIED A™ 

RACIAL MATTERS — cyTrrjn®* p 

(00: Memphis) 




EncldifU lo^thS Bureau are II 6dpieS'*6f a 
tterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter. 

Copies of this letterhead i|emoranduin ^are Jilso 
^designated for other listed offices 



id memorandum are also 
>een advisSKtT^^^^B^J: 


Local authorities have be - 

proposed memorial march and copies of the 48$l&tfe 
are being furnished to U. S. Attorneys at Memphis and 
Nashville, Tennessee; to U. S. Secret Service, Miimiphi 'i, ™ 
to 111th MI Group, Third Army, Memphis and Nashville, 
Tennessee; to NISO, Charleston, North Carolina, and Memp 
Tennessee; to OSI, 8th District, Maxwell AFB, Alabama; t 
OSI, 9th District, Barksdale AFB, Louisiana; and to G-2, 
Third Army, Ft. McPherson, Georgia. 


^ , w U3SURE 

Bureau (Encs . 1.1) (RM) 

3 - Atlanta (Encs.3)(RM) 

2 - Jackson (Encs.2)(RM) 

2 - Little Rock (Encs.2)(RM) 

2 - WFO (Encs . 2) (RM) / i 

14 - MemDhis (2 - 157-NEW); 1 - 157-556 (Possible Racial Violence, 

— 157-1308 (COME] r _ 

,1 1 - 66-1687 Sub A (Dissemii 

o ammm* bv^ 

jHrar 

Speciql/MMWBIISe rSXXSc I 







ME 157 -NEW 
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l Uo 

cik'io^cd LHW x 

<e»)0 The 

VSXb enclosed LHM is^ 
^ Bus Lines, Mempff 

LEADS: 




cntial source utilized in the 





d in the 

reyl 

y ir equestj 



ALL OFFICES RECEI VING COPIES OF THIS A1RTEL 

are requested to contact logical racial informants an<T~ 
sources of information and ascertain plans of local SCLC 
croups or other organizations regarding their plans to 
take part in captioned memorial march. Sources should 
also be contacted regarding information concerning the 
’'Poor Peoples March” on Washington, D. C.» scheduled to 
begin 4/4/69, also at Memphis, Tennessee. 


JACKSON AND LITTLE ROCK DIVISIONS 

Will maintain contact with local transportation 
companies for any information re leasing or renting of buses 
to transport persons to Memphis, Tennessee, for local 
memorial march or to transport persons to Washington, D. C., 
for the proposed ’’Poor Peoples” march on Washington. 


MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS. TENN. 

Will maintain contact with logical sources and 
furnish all information available re proposed marches. 
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FiUN 0 . 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
March 14, 1969 


Title: MEMORIAL MARCH COMMEMORATING 

DEATH OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
TO BE HELD MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

APRIL 4, 1969 


Character: RACIAL MATTERS - 


Reference: Memorandum prepared at Memphis, 

Tennessee, dated and captioned as 
above 

All sources, (except any listed be<low) «*v’hose 
identities are concealed in referenced communication have 
furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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T 0t DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442106) 

|9 FROM: SAC, ATLAOTA (157-257) 

^^SUBJECT: RALPH D. ABERNATHY 


RM 


Enclosed for the Bureeu ls orlglnsl and ^ h ^° pleS 
of an LHM and one copy eaoh for Chicago, New 

Rour^ce referred to In enclosed LHM 
5k information 0 from whom must be classified confidential. 
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2 - Atlanta 



U! 

vat- 





m 


go MPR 8 1959 


iw\- 


AGENCY T ACS7, CS&, CSljSEC. SER^ 
52*: J- $c C£D r40 

D/.TT3 r ’ 

HO’.: ic;...'. - 

BY: 1 


r-\ ^ 

& 2 } * 




.M Per 


in Charge 


FD-323 (Rev. 1 1-29-61) 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
March 7, 1969 


Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 

Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 



in Reply, Please Refer to 
file No, 


U i ^iTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF j JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
March 7* 1969 


RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 






Thia document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memphis, Tennessee 
March 14 , 1969 


CLASSIFIED AND 

EXTEWPF9 BY. 

hit 

rC. 

DA 

DELunw-., . J 


Re: (MEMORIAL MARCH COMMEMORATING 

’ DEATH OF' DR. MARTIN,. LUTHER KING, -JR. 
TO BE HELD MEMPHIS , . TENNESSEE , 

APRIL 4. 1969 

RACIAL MATTERS 


On March 13, 1969, JessefEpps, ...Intern^o^JU 
Represents tiv.e,. of., „t he ,, American Federat ion of State, County, 
and Munic ipal. 

James^Lawson., Pas tor ^f.Jthe Centenary MethpdjLs.t Chu^ 

’Memphis’,, _ 4 renness.ee," held a press conference at Memphis, 
^Tennessee, at which press conference Jesse Epps announced 
that a memorial march will be held through downtown Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1969, the first anniversary of the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Epps stated that the Memphis march will begin 
at the same time as the Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference (SCLC) -s pons ore dV" Poor Peoples. Jl^iLch" to^as^hingto®j»„ 

D. C., which was a nnounced^h^iiami/ Florida, on March 12, 

1969,' by the Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, President of the 
SCLC . \ 

Epps stated that Coretta^ &Ln& J ,,%idow of Dr. King, 
and the Reverend Abernathy are among those, invited to attend . 
the beginning of this march at Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. Epps Jf / 
stated that when the marchers arrive at the Lorraine Motel,/ 
where Dr. King was killed, they will place a wreath at a t 
large picture; of Dr JjCing, and observe a minute of silence. « 

/ » 

Page one' of the April 14, 1968, issue of the 
"Commercial Appeal," a local daily newspaper at Memphis, 
Tennessee, reflected the following article entitled, 

"Good Friday March to Honor King"t 
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MEMORIAL MARCH COMMEMORATING 

DEATH OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

TO BE HELD MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

APRIL 4, 1969 


"A memorial march will be held through downtown 
Memphis on April 4, first anniversary of the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. On the same day, another Poor 
Peoples * march to Washington will originate here. 

’’They are not related, said Jesse Epps, inter- 
national representative of the American Federation of 
State, County and 'Municipal Employees (AFL-CIO) , when he ... 

announced the local march yesterday. 1 

“The Washington march had been announced Wednesday 

night in a Miami speech by the Rev. Ralph 5? vid ■ 

successor to Dr. King as leader of t he Sout hern^ Chris t i a n 

Leadership Conference. ‘f 

M The announcements were made separately, but Memphis 
•planners were looking for harmony. ’We will not try to stand in 
conflict/ said the Rev. James Lawson , pastor of 
Methodi6t Church and a civil rights leader. It will be one 
single happening.' 

•’Mr. Epps and the Rev. Mr. Lawson were close-mouthed 
about details of the Memphis march, but in Washington^Jerry^, 
Wurf! president of , the.AFSCME, said it would begin at^Clayborn 
""Temple, "goby "'the Lorraine Motel, where Dr. King was killed, 
and proceed to City Hall. ^ 

••At City Hall, political, union, and church leaders 
are expected to speak. Mr. Epps said Mrs. poretta King , 
of Dr King, and the Rev. Mr. Abernathy are among those invited. 

•’When the marchers arrive at the motel, they will 
place a wreath at a large picture of Dr. King and observe a 
minute of silence. 

••The Rev. Mr. Lawson said the march is not connected 
with the conviction Monday of James Earl Ray, who pleaded 
guilty to killing Dr. King and has started servi J* J 
sentence. ’This is just to bring about* changes that Memphis 

and the nation must have.' 
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MEMORIAL MARCH COMMEMORATING 

DEATH OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

TO BE. HELD MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

APRIL 4 ; 1969 


"Dr H. Ralp hOJaciKson, director ..of 
DeDar?5jT^Se.AfiE. Church. And .vice chairman.^! 
Salary vnnalitv (COME) , conducted the 

' - — CoTiraun'I't y on w u r f and said caravans 
Vtash'i n gA ^ ^ j._ «.vt 4 <nii arlv^ those in which employees ar< 


••He will Beet Monday, he said, with Frank Hollonan, 
lire and police director, to secure the necessary permits. 

••navardWustin, who co-ordinated the Washington 
march In 19^agt4l - d''iist week to direct the Memphis march ^ -o' 

"f • city-employe d'ur.ion^members ,* 

faiung attention 1 to VmJjU, To” 

shutdown If critical public services, 1 he added. 

"Announcing the national march, 

Abernathy said he will pewonally^l ^^.gn , Wlth t 

S ,r.°b«a C tfn^ e Se «iS the march -ill Include a -Black Easter 
celebration enroute to Washington. 

M..™.,,,". £ S?B8 £!<£« 

On March 13, 1969, a confidential .wot lamiH” 

with SCLC activities at Memphis Tennessee, ^dvised^that^^ 
no plans have beenf o rmula ted by^th commemoratlng the death 
regarding either the ®®» t b held at Memphis, Tennessee, 

of T'TTlT, L £1L K "Sfir‘ ’^oplls^allh" on Washington . D. C., 
Tul hk bSn £nl“ced as beginning at Memphis, Tennessee, 
also on April 4, 1969. 
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MEMORIAL MARCH COMMEMORATING 

DFA'IH OK OR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

TO BE HELD MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

APRIL 4. 1969 


A second confidential source advised on March 13, 
1969. that no arrangements have been made at Memphis, 
Tennessee, to obtain buses to transport persons to 
Washington, D. C., on or about April 4, 1969. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 



r-'.v'l or.cd UiH has been disseminated locally by HFO 
c.' military Intelligence agencies and the U. S. 

Secret Service. 

WFO contemplates no additional investigation in 
this matter at this time and enclosed LKM is furnished for 
the information of the Bureau and Atlanta. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D. C. 20535 
March 11* 1969 







COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE & 




On March 4, 1969, a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that R*lph 
D, Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), Atlanta, Georgia, was scheduled to appear 
on the Georgetown University Campus, Washington, O. C. , on 
March 5, 1969. The appearance was to be in connection with a, 
symposium to be held on the Georgetown University Campus 
during which the Kerner Commission report was to be discussed. 


The March 6, 1969, edition of “The Evening Star,” 
a daily Washington, D. C. newspaper, reported as follows! 


’’The Rev, Ralph David Abernathy said yesterday 
that he is going to bring the Poor People's Campaign back to 
Washington for a dramatic confrontation with the government . 

* "in an interview before his speech at a symposium 
at Georgetown University on the Kerner Commission report of a 
year ago, Abernathy said he could not say what form the demon- 
strations would take but that the poor would come to Washington 
to place their demands before Congress. 


'’Last spring Abernathy and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference he heads brought thousands of represen* 
tat Ives pf the poor to the District to camp besld^he 
Reflecting Pool aridt to fcercb ^ Jnd dwnonstrate , 

..... -1$ 7cj£ 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE CONFlijj&TIAL 

# 

On March 7, 1969, tha above confidential source 
advised that Abernathy had appeared at the Georgetown Univer- 
sity Campus on March 5, 1969, as scheduled* Bis speech eas^ / 
made In Gaston Hall and was presented before between 800 and : 
1,000 individuals. According to the source Gaston Hall will 
accommodate 800 and the overflow were placed In the Hall of 
Nations building and Abernathy's speech was carried to them 
through the use of a loudspeaker system between the two 
buildings* 


The above source Indicated the symposium was opened 
to the public and those in attendance did not represent all 
students as there were several Interested individuals from the 
coamunlty In attendance. 

Abernathy arrived on the campus at approximately 
1:00 p.m. and ended his speech at approximately 2:25 p.m. 
after which he went to the campus radio station for an Inter- 
view. He left the campus at approximately 4:20 p.m. and was 
overheard to say hie planned to leave Washington, D. C. on 
March 5, 1969, by air. 



This document contains neither 
recommendation* nor cpnchiskna of . 
the F&L It Is tbs property of 
the FBI and is loaned to poor ugshnri 
It and ltd c nntemto aim mot In he 
distributed outbids yuor a «en9. 
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ilCM: 

UBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, CHICAGO 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN RICE 
EM - BN AT 

(00: CHICAGO) / 

(Bufile 157-9364) / 
(CGfilo 157-2552) / x 

COM INF IL - SCI£ 

IS - c 

(GO: ATLANTA) 

(Suf ilo 100—438794) 
(CGfile 105-16233) 


declassified! 

<*U 


stU • 


// 


fvGGl'CY: A-" 


GTE: | " 

'l'v> 1 I «»L- * 


' 1?4- 


(CGi lie c fj'l'P ‘-•t / • 

-closed for tho Bureau are U copies of a. letter- 

3r«*»cun (LFM) dated and captioned as aoove. 

,.. S h has been furnished to the U.S. „t„o-ncy a 

^I^TlUtiouf Tw^copies^also^furnlshed to Atlanta.’ 


follows: 


The sources utilized In the 


ire as 


Bureau (Ends .ll^bSu / 

Atlanta (Ends .2) (Inf o) (RM) / 
n _ (COM INF IL - SCLC) / 

(1 - (ABRAHAM LINCOLN RICE) 

C p iic ii mmmks U 

(l -l|W?l55^(JCSSll JACKSON) . 
/^_157-914) (CHESTER ROBINSON) 



) 65 


,17 MAR 6 1959 


~ J cQC 




ent in Charge 






CO 157-2552 
CG 105-16233 


Th e in ter y 

Wf?0 Y:| !?o d results y werl®IW^^^^^R-y n i n vtizcag 

znd LHM dated 10/1/68, captioned "ABRAHAM LINCOLN RICE, 
also known as Barracuda". 


T n view of the instability and apparent unreliability 
of ABRAHAM ^LINCOLN RICE, Chicago is conducting no ^ther 
i-v estimation concerning the contents of RICE s letter. 


ATLANTA 

AT ATLANTA. GEORGIA . Contact sources for any 
formation* tending to prove allegations by RICE. 

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS 




In Reply , Please Refer to r 
File No. 157-2 552 

105-16238 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 

March 4. 1969 
Marcn cyTENDE 

Vr'*" 

A 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN RICE wWy~ 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

fin February 27, 1969, a confidential source^ 
whom there has been insufficien t contact , to flrtPrmlng M 






with 



his 


. WSO is a local civil rights organization active 

'on Chicago's west side in organizing welfare unions and 
assisting welfare recipients who live in that area . 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not 
•ibuted outside your agency. 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 




Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 


One or more of the following 


^ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 


Section 552 Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 
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□ (k)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (k)(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 
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□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 
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Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): • 


□ For your information: 
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XXXXXX 
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is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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RE: ABRAHAM LINCOLN RICE 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCE (SCLC) j 

On September 19, 1968, Abraham Lincoln Rice 
appeared at the Chicago Office of the FBI and was inter- 
viewed by representatives of the FBI. At that time Rice 
alleged that seven attempts to assassinate him had occurred 
during the past month. Rice was unable to furnish the 
identities or details of the alleged attempts to assassinate 
him and he continually referred to his alleged assassins 
as "they". He expressed the opinion that among those 
wanting to kill him were Reverend James Orange of the SCLC, 
Reverend Jesse Jackson of the SCLC, William Darden and 
Bobby Joe Mason, both members of WSO. During the course 
of this interview, it was obvious that Rice was very disturbed 
emotionally. At one point he began to weep and required a 
period of time to regain control of himself 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN RICE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED 
AND DANGEROUS . 
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FBI DETROIT 

2:20 PM URGENT 3-20-69 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, ATLANTA 
FROM SAC, DETROIT (157-874) IP 
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RALPH D. A3ERNATHY, RM. 

X SOURCE, RELIABLE IN THE PAST, ADVISED THIS DATE REVEREND^ 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), WILL BE THE LENTEN SPEAKER 
FOR METROPOLITAN DETROIT COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ON THURSDAY, 

MARCH TWENTY INSTANT. SOURCE STATES REVEREND ABERNATHY 
WILL SPEAK AT THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, DEARBORN, 
MICHIGAN, AT SEVEN THIRTY PM, THIS DATE. DEPARTURE TIME 
NOT KNOWN. 

G-TWO, USA AND SECRET SERVICE, ALL DETROIT, ADVISED. 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES ADVISED. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

SOURCE IS1 

DETROIT WILL FOLLOW AND SUBMIT LHM CONTAINING PERTINENT 

^£C- or- / /). // . . • 

COMMENTS OF REVEREND ABERNATHY. / ! s' y " *?"■ ' 
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Tiansmit the following in 


Via — A IBIEL 


Dote: 3/7/69 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 




O ' TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 
SAC, ATLANTA (100-5718) 


ALL INFUttlATION CONTAIN 
HEREIN Is/jNOLASSIFUa. 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOflM ^ 


SUBJECT: COMIMFIL OF SCLC 

IS - C 


Tfflffl.ASSiriEDBY 


above. 


Re Atlanta airte? as 


Enclosed for the Bureau Is the original and eight 
copies of an LHM and for Memphis one copy. 

Source referred to In enclosed LKH^i 
information fro n whom must be classified con 


(3/- Bureau (Encs. 9) (R 
i - Memphis (Enc. l) (R 


Atlanta M 


kKiTmtMl 


3517 H^CORETTA KING) 

157-257) (R. ABERNATHY ) 

100-2162) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO, SR.) 


lcT7^ 

0 km -Wz ?6(, 


not recorded 
203 WAR 20 1969 


nt in Charge 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


0 ' 0 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
March 7* 1969 


AV*‘ * V-y.; * f r ? 




' v . t :; - conr^ op 

Title SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCI 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 

dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and Its contents are not to be^li stributed outside 
your agency. , * t? \ / 1 ; 
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File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ...» 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Atlanta, Georgia 
larch 7, 19^9 


HEREIN IS jtj 


EXCEPT mipx SHOWN 

PIE5&IIAL fiXHHwiS 




U?c 


0KI5UMIS? INFILTRATION 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 


LEAI'SnSHIP CONFERENCE 


INTERNAL SECURITY 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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File No . 


CX)NFK5eNTIAL 


f 

UNj L 

federal bureau of investigation 


;d states. department of j 




ricE 


Detroit, Michigan 
March 21, 1969 


Re: Ralph D. Abernathy 


All sources mentioned herein have furnished reliable 

information in the past. 

Source one on March 20, 1969, advised Ralph D. 

Source one V c, thorn Christian Leadership 

Abernathy, X1 b lenten speaker for the Metro- 

Conference (aCI-C) will DC a 1 i March 20, 1969. Source 

C-lllr advised would spc-aK at the First United 


Michigan, on the 


PM 


of March 20, 


XUilllt’1 riv* * ^ ^ 

Methodist Church, Dearborn, 

1969. 

Source two on March 20, 1969, advised Reverend 

Ralph Abernathy°spoke g h^d^? 

persons at the Dearborn, « ot ^ t J 0 aft ° rn oon of 

the Dearborn Inn, ->earborn, ,Ii | yi ^ e ° that dearborn Mayor 
March 20, 1969. ^°^ cc eti .. ff invited Reverend Abernathy 

Orville Hubbprd at the to Mayor 

to move into his -H th _ ai d that when he finished 

Hubbard’s invitation, *-bern< c J th thc nation, and the problems 
solving the problems of the j South, the Michigan, 

of poverty, he woulc con^. | Abernathy a standing 

me crowd at this affair gave ^ e ^^ tion oi his speech, 
ovation at the stall and at t Re v C rcnd Abernathy denounced 
During the course of jpeec , thc old ”cye for an eye” 

separatism and violence an s nd Abernathy said that 

etcetera, was not thc answer. Revel cn 


; 0-I5-: 





CONF 


;Fp:N TTlAL 

c# ri 1 

Excluded Iron nulcr/.t ic 

downgrade 


declass 


n nd 
i/ieat ion 


CONFIDENTIAL 


,# 


Re: Ralph D. ^.^rnathy 


if we followed this quotation r we would end up with a blind 
society and a toothless generation. He then went on to state 
that the forces of evil know how to deal with violence.. 

Reverend -Abernathy cited the use of fire hoses, police dogs, 
and clubs that met him and the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
during the past civil rights protest. 

Source two advised on March 21, 1969, that Reverend 
Abernathy spoke before a crowd of 800 people all of whom 
were white with the exception of approximately 75 Negroes, 
on March 20, 1969, at the First United Methodist Church, 

21124 Garrison, Dearborn, Michigan. Source advised that Reverend 
Abernathy's sermon was of a strictly religious nature with no 
comment being made regarding civil rights. Source advised 
that Reverend Abernathy was very well received and that he 
observed no known black militants in attendance at this lenten 
service. Source further advised that Reverend Abernathy* s 
appearance at this affair was without incident. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the 
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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11:18 AM URGENT 3-20-69 
TO DIRECTOR AND DETROIT 
FROM ATLANTA 
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RALPH D. ABERNATHY , RACIAL MATTER. 
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ADVISED HE HAD LEARNED THAT RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), DEPARTED 
1^. ATLANTA SHORTLY PAST MIDNIGHT, MARCH ONE NINE, SIX NINE, VIA 
6)<AIR ENROUTE DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 

wr 



SPECIFIC REASON FOR ABERNATHY’S PRESENCE IN 
DETROIT NOT KNOWN TO SOURCE. C O N Fi -B E N H A L . 


Mr. Tolson — 
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U S. DEPARTMENT CF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


FBI WASH DC 
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852 PM URGENT 3-22-69 

TO DIR^TOR, ATLANTA, AND KNOXVILLE 

FROM CHARLOTTE (157- NEW) DECLA 


DECLASSIJ 

ON 




UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (FOUR); ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINATE 


DR. RALPH-^BERNATHV. MARCH TWENTYTHREE, NINETEEN SIXTY-NINE, 


RACIAL MATTERS. 


RE KNOXVILLE TELETYPE INSTANT DATE. 

THERE IS NO INDICATION FROM ANY SOURCES IN NORTH 
CAROLINA THAT ABERNATHY IS TO APPEAR FOR ANY SPEECHES 
OR ACTIVITIES IN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE FUTURE. 

ATLANTA ADVISE IF ABERNATHY HAS CHANGED ANY PLANS 
FOR APPEARANCE IN NORTH CAROLINA BEFORE ANY INVESTIGATIVE 
EFFORTS CONCERNING TELETYPE. 


Mr. To 1 son 

Mr. DeLoach- 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop — 
Mr. Casper — 
Mr. CV.ls.han. 
Mr. Conrad— 
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DIR^TOR, CHARLOTTE, KNOXVILLE 


FROM ATLANTA (157-257) 



UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (FOUR)! ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINATE_DR^_RM=£«- 
^ERNAThL^H TWENTYTHREE. NINETEEN SIXTYNINE. RACIAL^ 

RE KNOXVILLE AND CHARLOTTE TELS TO BUREAU THREE TWEK 

SIXTYNINE, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. 

ESTABLISHED 3UREAU POLICY RE THREATS OF NATURE SET FORTH IN 

BETELS REQUIRES ATLANTA TO NOTIFY ATLANTA PD. 

PERTINENT INFORMATION FURNISHED UPON RECEIPT TO 


(dTC 





EXTERNAL SECURITY DIVISION, ATL^TA PD. 

SUBSEQUENTLY ASCERTAINED ABERNATHY HAS N W1WW526 1969 
TO APPEAR IN NORTH CAROLINA DURING WEEK COMMENCING THW*- _ 


TWENTYTHREE SIXTYNINE. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Baltimore, Maryland 
October 31* 1968. 

AJTROFR^^E AGENCIES 

»»jn ytTTjk fyFFI ces 




SLlP(s-J 

UATE_js2/£/2J 

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE 


/A confidential source, who has furnished reliable infor- 

Snation in the past, advised a Special Agent of the ^ ~ u 
Federal Bureau o^'Investigation on October 28, i960, (^7 
that Ralph Da vi<r Abernathy arrived in Baltimore, ^ 7"^ 
M ainland, 1 r6n rTT tlAh ira7~Georgia , on October 27* i960. 

.He went to the Rowntowner Motel where reservations had 
been made for him. No official business was conducted 
on Sunday, October 27, 1968. On Monday morning at 
approximately 9*30 a.m., Abernathy appeared at the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) office, 
where he boarded one of three mule-drawn wagons and 
began a tour of the city. At approximately 12:00 noon 
he and other members of SCIX2 appeared at the Mondawmin 
Shopping Center. 

Abernathy conducted a news conference on the same date, 
at which time he endorsed Hubert H. Humphrey for President 
of the United States. 

At a mass rally at the Shiloh Baptist Church at 8:00 p.m., 
Abernathy addressed approximately 30° persons, where he 
labeled George Vlallace and Richard Nixon as racists. At 
approximately 1:30 a.m., October 29* 1968, Abernathy left 
Baltimore for Philadelphia, with Andrew Young of the SCLC 
National Staff. 
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5-1 13a ((9-29-65) ■ 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


IN FORMATIVE NOTE 






Dote 3/23/69 

Attached relates to anonymous 
telephone call In Bristol, Tennessee, 
threatening to kill Ralph Abernathy if he 
makes speech in unknown North Carolina 
town 3/23/69, Caller identified self as 
one of four "Minutemen . *' Numerous racing 
fans in Bristol to attend stock car race 
3/23/69. 


Atlanta Police Department and 
North Carolina sources advise Abernathy ha 
plans to appear in North Carolina for any 
speeches in the future. 

Copies of attached sent to Inter- 
Division Information Unit of the Depart- 
ment and local police advised. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 




MAR2219^^B 

FBI KNOXVLE T£UETYP^ 

807PM URGENT 3/22/69 lo?C 

TO DIRECTOR, CHARLOTTE AND ATLANTA *u. 

FR OM K N OX VI LLE 

. blc 

I UNKNOWN SUBJECTS < FOURj>| jALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINAT E DR. 

Ralph Abernathy, march twentythree, nineteen sixtynine. rac- 


jKTMMl* l 


Mr. Tolaoi 
Mr. DeLrti 
Mr.Jtfa/r 


Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt — 

Mr. G^le 

Mr. WsenJCZJ 


Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter, 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holmes 
I Miss Gandy, 


MATTERS. 


BRISTOL. TENN., RECEIVED ANONYMOUS 



TELEPHONE CALL SIX ZERO FIVE P.M. TODAY. ADVISING DR. RALP 
ABERNATHY IS SCHEDULED TO MAKE A SPEECH IN N. C., TOWN NOT 
SPECIFIED, MARCH TWENTYTHREE, NEXT. THE CALLER WHO HAD A NORTHER 
ACCENT INDICATED HE WAS ONE OF FOUR MINUTEMEN WHO WERE TO SHOOT 
DR. ABERNATHY IF HE MADE THE SPEECH WHICH RELATES TO A TRIAL WHICH 
DR. ABERNATHY'S ORGANIZATION IS OPPOSING. CALLER GAVE NO FURTHER 




DETAILS REGARDING THE TRIAL. HE. TOL 


HE WOULD NOT 


PARTICIPATE IN ASSASSINATION BUT THE OTHER THREE MEN WOULD GO 


THROUGH WITH PLOT. 


MADE EFFORTS TO HAVE CALLER IDENTIFY HIMSELF BU 


HE REFUSED TO DO SO. 

FOR INFORMATION, SOUTHEASTERN FI VEHUNDRED "NACAR" STOCK CAR 
RACE BEING HELD BRISTOL, MARCH TWENTYTHREE, NEXT, AND NUMEROUS 
RACING FANS IN BRISTOL FOR THIS EVENT. ^ 

CHARLOTTE NOTIFY LOCAL POLICE. , l ,■ 


m 


.OTTE NOTIFY LOCAL POLICE. <W.; , ^ z, 

iOT BEING SUBMITTED, HA$S. ^ && 


FBI WASH DC 
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COMMimiCAUONS SECTION 


MAR 2 6 19891 
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AM URGENT 3/26/69 




S7C. 


TO * D*R ECTOR AND MEMPHIS 

r :OM * ATLANTA L57-257 
toll- 

Ralph d. Abernathy 

RACIAL MATTER 


INFORMATION AVAILABLE NITE OF MARCH TWENTY FIVE, SIXTY 


NINE INDICATES RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT SCLC, DE- 
PARTED ATLANTA VIA AIR LATE MARCH TWENTY FIVE ENROUTE 






rflrtltu AILANIA VIA 
'kfSfb MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

H2 



FURTHER DETAILS NOT KNOWN. 
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950A EST URGENT 4/3/69 





TO DIRECTOR 100-442706 AND NEW YORK 
FROM ATLANTA 

RALPH Di-^ABER NATHY. RACIAL MATTERS 


RELIABLE INFO AVAILABLE TO ATLANTA ON NIGHT OF APR. TWO, 

'SIXTYNINE, INDICATED RALPH D, ABERNATHY, PRES., SOUTHERN 

/• 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), AID ANDREW J. YOUNG, 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRES., SCLC, ON MARCH THIRTYONE, 'SIXTYNINE, 
WHILE IN NEW YORK CITY, PARTICIPATED IN RECORDED INTERVIEWS 
WHICH WILL 3E BROADCAST APRIL FOUR, 'SIXTYNINE, ON THE 
"TODAY SHOW". 




FBI WASH DC 


XEROX 


APR® 


MR. DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 


CC- MR. SULLIVAN . . : 
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AIRTEL • < . y -yys ;V_‘ ■■ "w.- 
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TO: AA 'DIRECTOR, FBI (14M6W 

FROM: 8AC, ATLANTA (100-667<»D) r 



ALL. ....,_ 
HEREIN IB UNCLASS 

DATE&££fiLJ 


SUBJECT: COMINFIL OF 8CLC 

Jg « Q 

(COUNTER INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM) 


On 3/20/69, WPO advised of receipt of information 
from an Informant that JAMES BETEL had recently asked RAMSOl^ 
ABERNATHY to step aside as President of SCLC and that ABERNATHY 
was Increasingly fearful of assassination. 

The 3/18/60, Issue of The Atlanta Journal carried an 
article by JACK NELSON of the Los Angeles "Times News Service 
referring to an Interview with RALPH D* ABERNATHY . This 
article refers to ABERNATHY’S position as President of 8CLC 
being shaky and Mrs. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. taking a more 
active role In the organization which Implied that Mrs. KING 
would replace ABERNATHY. , y 

In response to the above article, ABERNATHY sent a 
telegram to the Los Angeles Times News Service and at the same 
time sending a copy of the telegrhphto the Atlanta Journal , 
which telegram was published in the Atlanta Journal oh 3/21/69. 
In the telegram ABERNATHY refers to gross errors of fact 
and Incorrect opinions in NELSON’S article and emphatically 
denied saying anything to NELSON remotely suggesting his 
leadership as President of SCLC needed solidifying or that It 
was shaky. ABERNATHY further stated that reports of dissension 
in SCLC were malicious rumors and deliberate attempts to bring 
''about division between him and Mrs . KING.-j'sV, • ■ 


-i r* 
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r 3/“ Bureau (KM) 

4 - Atlanta 

<2 - 100-6970D) 

<1 - 157-257) (RALPH D. ABERNATHY) 
^100-6351) (CORETTA KING) 

WIC 
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AT 100-6670D 






offices ablse Atlanta of receipt of anonymous threats 
against the life of ABERNATHT. In the past Atlanta has 
not furnished such lnforsation directly to ABERNATHT , hut 
has followed the policy of issed lately passing the lnforsation 
on to an appropriate official of the A tlan ta Police 
Department, who In turn advises ABERNATHT. This pol icy 
was established several years ago. when MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. JR. was President of SCLC, due to the fact KING 
was traveling extensively and was not cooperative when 
efforts were made to locate his in Atlanta for the 
purpose of advising his of threats against his life. 


It now appears that sose advantage say be 
gained by changing the existing policy of lnforalng 
ABERNATHT regarding receipt of lnforsation relating to 
threats against his life. It is felt that by notifying 
ABERNATHT directly upon receipt of lnforsation relating 
to threats against his life, sose rapport say be developed 
with his at this particular tine when the possibility 
exists of his being concerned about his possible assass- - 
lnation as well as his position as President of SC IX! 
being shaky and the possible taking over of his position 
by Mrs. COBBTTA KING, 


Another strong factor of a counter Intelligence 
nature to consider In changing the existing policy to 
notify ABERNATHT directly would be the disruptive effect 
of confusing and worrying his by rewinding his of continuous 
threats against his life. 1 

Is recommended that in the future upon receipt 
of such Information, Atlanta notify ABERNATHT directly and 
in turn notify appropriate officials of the Atlanta Police 
Departaeat*.-. •• t t" .v' J~ 
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UNITED STATES Gc'^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


»o :KR. V. C. SULLIVAN 


>KO\ s .MR. G. C. MOORE, 


1 - Mr. D&.vach 
1 - Mr. U. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
date: Aoril 9 , 1969 


Cull ohcr. - 
Cor.roi 


Hie* 


STBII-CT: COffJNTST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN . 

r.ER7<-v:/~v ::si.c'i.K^Hir conference (sclc) 


— - - SucxjZr&i: 


To 

:J advise Ralph 
• /his life. 


recommend that Atlanta be authorised - to personally 
Dy Abernathy, President of the SCLC, of threats to 


Because of the unsavory character, the arrogance, and 
| the uncooperative attitude of the late Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the policy was established in connection with threats to King's 
' life to advise the police department which in turn would advise 
•King of information received from Bureau sources concerning 
threats to his life. 




This policy has been continued with regard to 
Abernathy, King’s successor. 

° Atlanta has recommended that this policy be altered 

and that Abernathy be told, as would any other intended victim 
in such a threat, concerning threats to his life. It feels 
that some rapport may be developed with Abernathy during such 
personal contacts. Abernathy’s position as head of the SCLC 
is currently in some jeopardy and he is concerned over the 
possibility of his assassination, making the probability of 
his cooperating with the Bureau more likely. Even if this is 
t not realized, there would be a disruptive effe'et upon his £ 
I leadership by contacts with him by the Bureau concerning thes 
1 threats. /oQ-Wa-jo 


Enclosure 1 
10 0 " 436Wf > 


That the &ttache <L-aix ti £ son t- 




HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE' ' 





o ti 


4/14/69 


v 

v 

X 

c 


Reurairtel 3/28/69. 


to notify 


r.U 

HE 

DA 

H-t 


I co not concur with 3 /our recommendation that Ralph D. 
oci directly notified of threats to his life. Continue 
the police who in turn will notify Abernathy as has 
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SAC, Atlanta ( 100-667 0D> 
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Director, FBI (iGQ«438T94}~ 



CCiHUNI ST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
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File No* 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
April 9, 1969 


Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 


Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


Tni e ducuiueiii contains neither recommendations r.cr conclusions o! the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 



UWfED STATES DEPARTMENT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
April 10, 1969 



CONFIDENTIAL 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 
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statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


(Priority) 


WO 157-1654 
PAGE TWO 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

SOURCE I 



AN ESTABLISHED SOURCE WHOSE IDENTITY IS OONCEALED PER HIS 
REQUEST. 

WFO WILL PROVIDE SOURCE COVERAGE OF SPEECH BY 
ABERNATHY. 

LHM FOLLOWS. 

CLASSIFIED QUOTE C ONFIDENTIA L - ENDQUOTE TO PROTECT 
SOURCE. P. 



Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARtRENT OF iUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION SECTION 

APR 9 
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FBI WASH DC 


FBI ATLANTA 





: Mt Tolaon — 
» Mt. DeLoaeh 

j Mr. Mohr. 

i Mi . Bishop — 
I Mr. Casper— 
i Mi. Callahan 
{ Mr. Conrad- 

j Mr. Felt 

| Mr. Gale 

! Mi. Rosen — . 
! Mr. Sullivan 
j Mt. Tavel — 

; Mv. T letter _ 

j Tele. Room- 
j Mis? Holmes 
| Miss Gandy- 


1125 AM URGENT 4/9/69' 


We 


TO DI RECTOR ( 100-442706), , BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, AND COLUMBIA 


FROM ATLANTA 157-257 


RALPH D. ABERNATHY RM 


SOURCE UNABLE TO FURNISH FURTHER DETAILS. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


ABOVE INFORMATION CLASSIFIED 

REC-3P , 


Bjp ^ r * 

-4AP^?ei969 ' * « 

FBT WASH DC UlC 


.. LHM FOLL 


17 APR 15 1969 


M 836 9&D 




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 




sj.:- ;■'£* 



Transmit the following in 

Via TELETYPE 




DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS ATLANTA AND BALTIMORE 
SAC, WFO o; 9- ^ IV- 

RALPH D^/ABERNATHY, RACIAL MATTER DASH BLACK 
NATIONALIST. 

ON APRIL ELEVEN, INSTANT, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE; 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) WAS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON, 

D.C . (WDC) ON APRIL ELEVEN, INSTANT, TO SPEAK BEFORE A STUD! 
GROUP AT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY (AU). SOURCE FURTHER 
STATED THAT ABERNATHY WAS TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY ANDY YOUNG, 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, SCLC, WHO IS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK 
ON THE EVENING OF APRIL ELEVEN, INSTANT, AT A MEMORIAL DINNER 

<D Bureau 
3 - Teletype Unit 
2 - WFO (157-1654) 


(a?< 




nflfj CDKujjtf* 



lolt' 


(EC- 38 fo*- Wa m ^ 


EriSf 
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Speciaq^^^p in 



APR 18 1989 


Sent 


.M 


Charge 
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Date: 

(Type in plaintext or code ) 


WFO 157-1654 
PAGE TWO 

FOR THE LATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , TO BE HELD AT THE 
CEDAR LANE UNITARIAN CHURCH, BETHESDA, MARYLAND. SOURCE 
FURTHER STATED DINNER SPONSORED BY AN ANTI -POVERTY GROUP OF 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND, KNOWN AS QUOTE POMCO ENDQUOTE. 

ON APRIL ELEVEN, INSTANT, A SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, 

WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED 
THAT ABERNATHY HAD APPEARED ON THE AU CAMPUS AS SCHEDULED. 

HIS SPEECH INCLUDED A LETTER, WHICH HE READ, WHICH HE STATED 
HE HAD SENT TO PRESIDENT NIXON. THE LETTER CONCERNED 
POVERTY, WAR, AND RACISM. HE CALLED ON NIXON TO FEED THOSE 
POOR WITH ANNUAL INCOMES OF LESS THAN THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS, 
INCREASE WELFARE SYSTEM, TO END WAR IN VIETNAM, AND TO ABOLISH 
THE DRAFT. HE SAID TIME IS RUNNING OUT AND THAT PEOPLE ARE 
IMPATIENT AND WHILE YOU, (NIXON) FIDDLE, THE COUNTRY, LIKE ROME, 
WILL BURN. 

HE SAID STUDENTS AT AU MUST FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS AS 


Approved: , Sent M Per 
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WFO 157-1654 
PAGE THREE 

RIGHTS WON'T BE GIVEN TO THEM ON A SILVER PLATTER. HE INFORMED 
THEM HE WILL SEE MANY OF THEM AGAIN EITHER IN MISSISSIPPI OR 
WDC. ABERNATHY STATED THE SECOND CHAPTER OF THE POOR PEOPLE'S 
CAMPAIGN WILL COME WHEN HE RETURNS TO WDC, HOWEVER, HE DID NOT 
ANNOUNCE ANY SPECIFIC TIME FOR HIS RETURN. THE APPEARANCE 
WAS CONCLUDED WITHOUT INCIDENT. ABERNATHY'S REMARKS WERE WELL 
RECEIVED BY STUDENT GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY SEVEN HUNDRED. 
SOURCE ADDED ABERNATHY PLANS TO REMAIN IN WDC OVERNIGHT AND 
DEPART A.M. APRIL TWELVE NEXT, DESTINATION UNKNOWN. 

METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT, UNITED STATES SECRET 
SERVICE, AND INTERESTED MILITARY AGENCIES ADVISED. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE WFO TEL TO DIRECTOR AND SAC ATLANTA APRIL TEN LAST. 
FIRST SOURCE IS 

<Jo70' /innrvvm fV\rraPP TO 




SECOND SOURCE IS 
LHM FOLLOWS. CLASSIFIED 
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TO PROTECT SOURCES. P, 
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AU INfTmr , ir>(if< coiflAutf* 
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1 j 45 PM URGENT 4-17-69 
TO DJ-tfECTOR, AND ATLANTA 
FROM DETROIT (157- ) 
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Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan- 
Mr. Conrad— 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 


Mr. R''St*n 

Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. Tavcl 

Mr. Trctter— 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy— 
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SPEAKING APPEARANCE OF REV. RALPH ABERNATHY AT EASTERN 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, YPSILANTI , MICHIGAN, APRIL SEVENTEEN 
INSTANT, RM 

SOURCE, RELIA3LE IN PAST, ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT REV. 

RALPH ABERNATHY SCHEDULED TO APPEAR FOR SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT 
AT EIGHT PM THIS DATE AT EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, (EMU) 
YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN. HE IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE VIA AMERICAN 
AIRLINES AT FIVE ZERO NINE PM, THIS DATE, DETROIT METROPOLITAN 
AIRPORT, PRESUMABLY FROM ATLANTA. SPEECH BEING GIVEN AT 
TEASE AUDITORIUM, EMU. SPONSORED BY EMU RELIGIONS AFFAIRS COUNCIL. 
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USA, G-TWO AND SECRET SERVICE, ALL DETROIT, ADVISED 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


SACt WFO (157-1654) (ROC) 


RALPH DAVID 
RM 

(00: AT) 


KCl WFO (12 

Abernathy 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies and for At- fo 
lanta 2 copies of an 1HM dated and captioned as above which 
contains information re speech of ABERNATHY delivered on the 
American University (AU) campus on 4/11/69. 

Enclosed LHM is classified "Confidential" as it 
contains Information from confidential sources whose iden- 
tities must be protected. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


RALPH DAVTP ABERNATHY 

On April 10, 1969, a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable Information in the past, advised that Ralph 
D. Abernathy, President, Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference (SCLC), Atlanta, Georgia, was scheduled to speak at 
the American University (AU), Washington, D.C. (WDC), at 
4:00 p.m. , on April 11, 1969. The speech was scheduled to 
be given in the Woods-Brown Outdoor Theater and in the 
event of rain, in the ’’New Lecture Hall.*' According to the 
source, both locations are on the AU campus. 

A second confidential source, who has furnished re- 
liable information in the past, advised on April 11, 1969, 
that Abernathy appeared at AU as scheduled. The topic of his 
speech, which was delivered in the Woods-Brown Outdoor Theater, 
was "Racism." The arrangements for the program were made by 
Dr. Brady Tyson, on AU professor. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.C. 20535 
April 16, 1969 


CONFIDENTIAL 




CONFllfaflTAL 


Gnoup i 

Excluded Titan automatic 

downgradinghmd 

declassification 



O 


COPIES DESTROYED 

9 8 C: Jr.:, o 


/ 



RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


CONI^ENTIAL 


The program started at approximately 4:00 P»®*» upon 
X of Abernathy* Walter Pauntroy, former yice-Chair- 
Di strlc tu£ fi^uibla ’ City 
affiliate; Stony Co^^1*y>wmB 
organizer; and ^ 


the arrival of 

of the District 


A third confidential source, who has furnished re- 
liable information in the past, advised that Abernathy began 
his talk by thanking the AU students and faculty for making 
it possible for him to be there to speak on racism. Abernathy 
stated that without students there could not have been any 
civil rights struggle. Abernathy continued that the Kerner 
Report accepted the fact that racism exists in this country 
and he stated a great danger in the United States lies in 
appointing commissions to study and analyze matters that 
have been studied and Analysed already. Abernathy stated 
there are too many reports and analysis that waste time before 
action is taken. He indicated that unless young people get 
to work now, the nation will be bogged down with the paralysis’ 
of analysis. 


Abernathy then read an open letter to President Nixons 
Among the matters mentioned in the lettar was the r statement 
by Abernathy that he hod launched the second chapter of the 
Poor People's Campaign. He stated he expects to return to 
WDC with the Poor People and that he will make a report on 
the first day of the anniversary of the Post People's Cam- 
paign. He stated the report will be submitted to the Presi- 
dent and other government agencies. He further stated "we" 
will start in Birmingham, Alabama, and move to different parts 
of the nation. 
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RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


C0NFK# 1W - 


In tbs open letter to the President ^ Abernethy Bade 
the following demands: 

1. Feed the poor who make lees taum' : -^30W^pfr $ate. •';,•• 

2. A nore generous . 

3. Control of prices on food end other necessities 
of life. 

4. Provide jobs end training for those in need. 


5. An end of the war in Vietnam. 

6. Abolishment of the current draft system. 


Abernathy concluded his open letter by stating that 
he hoped that, like Rome, you (the President) won't be fidd- 
ling while the nation burns. ... " •?> 

Ac cot ding to the second confidential source mentioned 
above, Abernathy ended his speech by telling the audience he 
hoped to see them again this summer either on the battlegrounds 
of Alabama or in WDC. 


The second source further stated that Abernathy’s 
remarks were well received by the estimated 700 people In 
attendance and that the meeting ended without incident* 
Leaflets were distributed at the gathering one of which was 
captioned, "Memorial Arts Festival: N.E., Washington, D.C. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING". A copy of this leaflet is attached to 
this memorandum. 
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ON APRIL TWENTY TWO INSTANT A CONFIDENTIALS SOURCE, V 


HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION INTHE PAST, ADVISED THAT 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON, D,C, (WDC) ON APRI 
TWENTY TWO INSTANT TO PARTICIPATE IN AN EXECUTIVE STAFF ^ 

MEETING OF THE SCLC SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN WDC ON THAT DATE. 


FUTURE 


ITINERARY OF ABERNATHY iNK ffp^9/ / 0 0 V " ^ " " 

ADMINISTRATIVE: IF : IXINER^RYjDEVELQPED^, BUREAU AND 
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Atlanta, Georgia 

April 28, 1969 


Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 


Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Atlanta memorandum, 'dated and captioned 
as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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SPEECH OF DR# RALPH ABERNATHY » CHAIRMAN OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, 

NINETEEN SIXTYNINE. RACIAL MATTERS 




FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY,] 


TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, ADVISED MAY SIX, NINETEEN SIXTYNINE, THAT DR. . 

RALPH ABERNATHY, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHI^Jjj 
CONFERENCE CSCLC), IS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT EIGHT PM, MAY EIGHT, 

TEEN SIXTYNINE, AT WESTCOTT AUDITORIUM, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY. *&ER*J 
NATHY WAS INVITED TO SPEAK AT FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY BY TAU KAPPA 

EPSILON FRATERNITY AS PART OF AN "IMPACT" LECTURE SERIES. 

ADVISED HE DID N0T expect ANY VIOLENCE IN CONNEC- 

TION WITH ABERNATHY’S SPEECH. ft£l>64 O £» %\ 

| SOURCE NUMBER ONE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE AfMMaHJ^N THE 

M PAST ADVISED PAY Six, NINETEEN SIXTYNINE, THAT HE KNEW OF NO 5PtL r lFIC 
ARRANGEMENTS BY NEGRO LEADERS IN TALLAHASSEE IN CONNECTION WITH ANY 
SPEACH PLANNED BY DR. ABERNATHY AT FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY ON MAY EIGHT, 
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PG TWO 

NINETEEN SIXTYNINE. SOURCE NUMBER ONE ADVISED THAT ABERNATHY HAS BEEN 
INVOLVED IN A STRIKE AT CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, RECENTLY AND MAY 
NOT BE ABLE TO COME TO TALLAHASSEE. 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, TALLAHAS- 
SEE, ARE COGNIZANT. 



COLUMBIA AND ATLANTA ADVISE IF INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT ABERNATHY 




TO TRAVEL TO TALLAHASSEE. 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 
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RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY EIGHT, INSTANT, 
CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, AND JACKSONVILLE TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED 
MAY' SIX, LAST, CAPTIONED "SPEECH OF DR. RALPH ABERNATHY, 
CHAIRMAN OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, MAY EIGHT, 



NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 
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"DEMONSTRATIONS AT ALABAMA STATE COLLEGE, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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File No, 


May 9, 1969 


Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY; 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN, 1969 


Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Memorandum from FBI, Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
inf ormation in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency* it nnd Hr contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
May 9, 1969 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL, 

THIS ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN INFORMED BY A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE UNITED FARM WORKERS ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (AFL-CIO) 

THAT SUBJECT WOULD BE PRESENT AT A RALLY TO ORGANIZE FARM 
WORKERS AT CALEXICO, CALIFORNIA, MAY EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYNINE. 
ESTABLISHED SOURCES WILL COVER RALLY FOR ANY PERTINENT 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

ATLANTA REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF TRAVEL PLANS OF ABERNATHY 
INCLUDE ABOVE RALLY. P. 
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SAC, BOSTON (157-H29) 


RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RM 



Re Atlanta airtel to Bureau, 5/9/69* 


feic 


Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are nine copies i 
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UNI’. D STATES DEPARTMENT OF 1ISTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Boston, Massachusetts 
May 16, 1969 



Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN, 1969 

Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Boston memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


:/> 


I 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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File No. 


Boston, Massachusetts 
C : May 1 6, 1969 




RALPH Vi ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN, 19^9 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On May 15 , 1969, a confidential source ^dvised 
that Ralph D. Abernathy arrived at Theodore F. Green 
Airport, Warwick, Rhode Island, at approximately 6 p.m.. 
May 15 , 1969, and after a brief press conference at 
the airport traveled via rented automobile to the 
University of Rhode Island at Kingston, Rhode Island. 

He then appeared at the Keaney Gymnasium at 8 p.m. 
to address a gathering of approximately 500 people under 
the University of Rhode Island student lecture series. 

The substance of his remarks was a request for increased 
Federal funds to be appropriated for the poor. 

Abernathy departed from Kingston, Rhode Island, 
and the Green Airport, Warwick, Rhode Island, following 
his lecture to return to Washington, D. C. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI SANDIEGO 
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PH 5-l9?69 IRGENT 
TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA 
FROM SAN DIEGO 157-1049 RUC 

9 

RALPH D. ABERNATHY, RM, 00: ATLANTA 
REMYTEL MAY FOURTEEN LAST AND ATLANTA TEL MAY 
FIFTEEN LAST. 

SUBJECT ARRIVED BRAWLEY, CALIFORNIA, MAY SIXTEEN 
LAST AND DEPARTED BRAWLEY, CALIFORNIA, MAY SEVENTEEN 
LAST . WHILE THERE, HE MET WITH THE MARCHERS OF 
THE UNITED FARM WORKERS ORGANIZING COMMITTEE, AFL DASH CIO, 
ON MORNING OF MAY SEVENTEEN AND WISHED THEM LUCK IN 
OBTAINING THEIR GOALS AND AIMS, THE MARCHERS LEFT 
BRAWLEY, CALIFORNIA, ON MORNING OF MAY SEVENTEEN* LAST • 

NO VIOLENCE OCCURRED NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 
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SUBJECT: SPEAKING APPEARANCE OF REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY 

AT EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, 

YPSILANTI , MICHIGAN 
4/17/69 
RM 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an 
LHM dated and captioned as above. Two copies of the 
LHM are being furnished Atlanta. 

The LHM is submitted to report results of 
a speaking engagement of RALPH ABERNATHY. 

The LKM is classified confidential to protect 
a source of continuing value to the Bureau. 



source utilized was 

Michigan State Police, Ypsilanti, 



Michigan 



f v. Source advised that he may be able to make 

1 [/available a tape recording of ABERNATHY’S speech. If 
\ * same becomes available, it will be reviewed and if any 

* pertinent information is included, not reported herein, 
LT)^ the tape will be transcribed and any pertinent information 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Detroit, Michigan 
May 7 , 1969 



Re: Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy 



A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on April 29, 1969, that the Reverend 
Ralph D. Abernathy, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) , spoke at Pease Auditorium on the campus 
of Eastern Michigan University (EMU), Ypsilanti, Michigan, 
April 17, 1969. 

Abernathy said that the SCLC Board of Directors 
had unanimously agreed to launch what he called "Chapter 
Two" of the "Poor People's Campaign" next month. He 
said that involved would be a "Mother's Day" March, May 11, 
1969, in Washington, D.C. , and that he ancicipated 
simultaneous marches in selected communities throughout 
the country. On that occasion, he said he anticipates 
an address to the nation from a prominent pulpit in 
Washington, D.C. 

W 

He listed as the current demands of the SCLC 
the following: 

Free food stamps for all families earning 
less than $3,000.00 per annum. 

a. The establishment of uniform national 
welfare standards. 

b. Employment for all persons, with the Federal 
Government becoming the employer of "last resort". 

CONIKDKNTIAL 
GROUP I 

Excluded kcom Automatic 
Downgrading and 
Declassification . 
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c. Government welfare payments tied to the 
changing cost of living. 

d. The withholding of Federal contracts from 
any company which practices discrimination. 

e. The withholding of Federal funds from any 
school district maintaining racially segregated schools. 

f. An end to the "senseless, unwinable amd 
Godless" war in Vietnam. 

Abernathy requested that youth help in 
demanding that the Kerner Report be implemented immediately . 
He spoke critically of the fact that it has not been 
implemented. He referred to the Kerner Report as one of 
the major documents of this century. 

He described as his goal the maintenance of one 
million jobs in the public sector and another one million 
jobs in the private sector of the United States for 
presently unemployed Negroes. He added that another 
goal is the full implementation of existing anti- 
discrimination laws in the United States. 

Referring to students and student problems , 
he said that the most serious problem in the United States 
was the "generation gap". He said that rather than 
"beating the heads of students, we ought to be teaching 
all people how to be young". He called on Americans 
to "come on home" from the "hog-pen" and the "muck and mire" 
of the Vietnam war. He also spoke critically of the waste of 
resources in the Outer Space Program. 

Reverend Abernathy's speech at EMU was 
sponsored by the Religious Affairs Council of EMU, 

Ypsilanti , Michigan. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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May 26, 1969 


SAC. Detroit (157-4069) 




Director, FBI 


SPEAKING APPEARANCE OF REVEREND RALPH 
ABERNATHY AT EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, 
YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN 
4/17/69 

RM * 


Reurairtel 5/7/69. 

If the source mentioned in reair tel Is able to 
make available a tape recording of the speech by Ralph 
Abernathy on 4/17/69, you should make a copy thereof and 
furnish the copy to the Bureau for Its use. If you are . 
able to obtain the original tape recording, you aust insure 
that In handling it you take all necessary steps to insure 
that its possible value as evidence is not destroyed. 


*U Ittf’OltMATIQM COMlAtlSB 

HEHfc'ljt IS i»»CLASS1F 


In connection with continuing efforts to obtain 
tape recordings of statements by racial extremists for 
possible use in conferences and as training material, 
Detroit is being instructed to furnish to the Bureau 
a copy of a tape recording made of speech at captioned 
event. 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
July 3, 1969 


Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 

r 

Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


d rof”” Contains neithsr reeoBaraendatioaa nor conclusions of tho FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 


Jtily 3, 1969 
CONFIDENTIAL 


RALPH D; ABERNATHY 
RACIAL RATTERS 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and 
Is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. , 
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^ INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ATLANTA REFLECTS THAT ON MORNING 

OF JULY SEVENTEEN, SIXTYNINE, RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, 

' f* SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 
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( Priority ) 

TO: DIRECTOR^ "FBI - tf00-442706) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) (P) 

SUBJECT: RALPH D ^ABERNATHY 


□formant was unable to furnish any further details 


regarding the above. 

^ Foregoing for information. 


awf'uAia- nun cotfiAMft* 
is smissiri 

**rfi 


2 Burmu (RM) 
S - Atlanta 


157-257 




3 Ml 23 1969 



Special Agent Th Charge 








Airtel 


HI IWflBMATnW? COVTAUrt* 
VHC.i.K 

***& . 9tHH| 


July 30, 1969 


s tit- i i 


From: 


SACs, Atlanta (157-257) 
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Director, FBI (100-442706)-?3 


RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS 


ReATairtel 7/24/69, no copy to Washington Field 
Office (WFO) . 


Referenced airtel indicated that 


WFO di scre etly check pass port records and 
to ascertain 

and any other pertinent information regard! 
contained in the passport file of 

WFO requested to expedite this investigation and 
advise the Bureau and Atlanta of results. 


•tic 


; rt p ( i n r 


a 


NOTE: Abernathy is quite vocal on his attacks on the 

administration and on society for spendi ng money needlessl 
i n the midst of poverty. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

FROM: SAC, WFO (157-1654) (P) 

RALPH D.^BERNATHT 
RACIAL MATTERS 


JU.I. WRWMATKM* CONI A«ta 
■If P FIN If tlNT.t AS.Vfl 


Re Bu AT to SACs Atlanta end WFO, 7/30/69. 


J _ ^ A review of the records of the Passport Office, n s 

*°\Cr Department of Stete^rSAjjgtaM^f faued to dl8clo ; e a 

passpor^fl^foJJJJJUU ^ review of the passpor t ) 
111 1 ii i n i ■■■■■■■ / 


cation in the passport file 


There was no indi- 
I to indicate that. 


L . , J Passport officials advised that there is oumtlwra 

3 to 4 week delay between time of issuance and time of filing of 
passports due to heavy volume at this time of the year. 

WFO will place ap propriate stops to fa cilitate re- 
view of passport application when available. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, CINCINNATI (157-New) (P) 

SUBJECT: REVEREND RALPH^ABERNATHY , 

SCLC SPEAKER AT 56TH ANNUAL 
MEETING, NATIONAL DENTAL ASSOCIATION, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO, 

8/3-7/69 

KM 


n 


Information received that Reverend RALPH 
ABERNATHY, head of SCLC, will speak at a Civil Rights 
luncheon to be held during the 56th annual meeting 
of the National Dental Association, 8/3-7/69 at 
Cine inna ti , Ohio . 

' Cincinnati PD, on 7/22/69 and 7/30/69 advised they 
expect ABERNATHY as speaker, but that no reservation 
at Intel has so far been made in his name. 

Atlanta requested to endeavor to verify 
if ABERNATHY will be in Cincinnati as a speaker at 
above meeting. 


-Bureau '/p/n 
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REVEREND RALPH ABERNAT HY, SCLC SPEAKER AT FIFTY 
SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING, NATIONAL DENTAL ASSOCIATION, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO, AUGUST THREE DASH SEVEN, NINETEEN 
SIXTYNINE - RM 


RE CINCINNATI AIRTEL TO BUREAU JULY THIRTY. 


SIXTYNINE. INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ATLANTA 
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. UNITED STATES G^iRNMENT 

Memorandum 




subject: 




DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, DETROIT (157-4069) (RUC) 


date: 8/19/69 


SPEAKING APPEARANCE OF REVEREND RALPH'ABERNATHY 
AT EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, 

YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN 

4/17/69 

RM 

Re Detroit airtel to the Bureau, 5/7/69 and Bulet 
to Detroit, 5/26/69. 

Detroit in referenced airtel enclosed an LHM 
reporting results of coverage of a speech 

at vnsnanti Mich lean, 4/67. It was noted that the source 
of that information advised that he might be able to make 
available a tape recording of subject’s speech. 

The Bureau in referenced Bureau letter requested 
Detroit to make efforts to secure such a tape if available 
and to handle same for possible evidentiary value. 

Source identified in referenced Detroit airtel 
has advised that he has been unable to secure a copy of the 

tap/made In conjunction with subject's ap^araocerepotted 
in referenced Detroit airtel. Because of technical 
difficulties he advised that the recording was not clear 
nor trustworthy. 
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Cincinnati, Ohio 
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REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY, 
SOUTHERN. .CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONF^P^N^ 4SCLC) , ^SPEAKER AT 
56TH ANNUAL MEETING^ttTIONAL 
^DENIAL ASSOC IAT ION7 

CINCINNAT I r OHIO 

AUGUST.3- 7 . , 19 69 


The July 8, 1969 Cincinnati Enquirer, a local 
newspaper of general circulation in the Cincinnati area, 
contained an item that the Reverend Ralph Abernathy, head 
of the SCLC, will speak at a civil rights luncheon during 
the 56th annual meeting of the National Dental Association 
August 3 . 7 , 1969 in Cincinnati. 

On July 22, 30 and 31, 1969 adv * sed that 

no confirmation had been developed tha^Reverend Abernathy 
would speak at theNationa^Denta^Association luncheon. On 
August 4, ^HHBMHMadvised that it had 
been confirmed t8a^^bernatn^wovn!^be in the city today for 
a talk at noontime before the National Dental Association^ 
the Hotel Sheraton Gibson. On August 5, 1969 
■■■Mp advised that Reverend Abernathy was leaving the 
mornin^of August 5, 1969 for Atlanta from where he was 
possibly going to Greene County, Alabama or Charleston, South 
Carolina . 

This source stated that after the speech given by 
Reverend Abernathy 'before the dentists, Abernathy toured 
part of. the city. He was also in the company of .Reverend — 
jQliS^Sloss ,..Jr.,_ and Re verend Fr edp^huttlesworth, who are pastors 
of local churches in the Cinciiroati area and - who have been 
active in civil rights activities. 

This source stated that about 9:30 P.M, August 4, 
1969, there was a meeting at the Revelation Baptist Church 
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RE: REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY, 

ET AL 


attended by approximately 250 persons. Reverend Banner t 
gave & report on the local Operation Breadbasket, ttiir.rsg 
about the success this activity had had at the Hudephol 
Brewery and the Tastee Bread Company with demands that more 
Negroes be hired or that the companies be boycotted. Then 
Reverend C‘i^ Moss introduced Reverend Abernathy who spoke £ 
on their slogan “Free At Last” and on unity among the Negro 
people. Abernathy said the Negro people are not going to 
take the same stuff or handouts as they have taken in the 
past; also that they have to rebell peacefully and that the 
communities must work together. He knocked Cincinnati for lack 
of progress toward the Negro. He also knocked the middle 
class Negroes for not helping their black brothers and said 
there is a lot of work to be done here in Cincinnati. He 
also commented on the amount spent on the Apollo space program. 

This source noted that Willie/f^omas of the local 
Republic of New Africa (RNA) was present with two other 
individuals in uniform who were attempting to sell RNA literature 

at the church. // / , t? 

A characterization of the RNA is contain*; : in the 
appendix of this memorandum. 

This same source stated that Reverens Ate? cat hv left 
for the Greater Cincinnati Airport about 9:30 A . V . “ h<< would 

take a plane for Atlanta with a possible destir*! i , :: «»: Gr*»on<* 
County, Alabama or Charleston, South Carolina, 

Attached are copies of three newspaper clipping- 
covering comments and activities of Reverend Abe.r tttlv - One 
clipping is from the August 4, 1969 Cincinnati Pc.^t Jcme* Star, 
a daily newspaper of general circulation in the Cincinnati area; 
one from the August 5, 1969 Cincinnati Post Tines Star, and one 
from the August 5, 1969 Cincinnati Enquirer. 

Sources who have furnished information in this matter 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 
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»' Abernathy Assails 

i h * 

munger in Nation 


S Dr. Ralph Abernathy, 
president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership’ Con- 
ference, said here today 
*that the SCLC is working 
yon a program to eradicate 
■ what fie called the nation’s 


where he is luncheon 
speaker at the 56th annual 
convention of the National- 
Dental Assn., a predomi- 
nant!} Negro association. 
Approximately 2000 den- 
tists, l their . wives d md 


* number one problem — , guests are h^ for^t he con- 

fehunger. : A ‘tomtom 

* “We are concerned about a 
] a nation that will spend $26!;) 
v billion to put a man on the/j 

moon, but is not willing tot 
) spend $56 to stand a man ? 

A on his feet on earth/* he \ 

9 said. 1 # 

-i He said the U. S. govern- i 

* — ...it* «... eionnn * r- 


Tment will pay $13,000 aT 
1 year to Sen. Eastland of * 
I Mississippi not td grow', 
t grain on his plantation but 
[won’t give $9 a month to. ' 
5 a starving child. r-f 

I • Abernathy spoke at' la , 
F p ess conference at tife 
iSBeraton Gibsom Hotel, - 

rA/vk 1 ^ ■ "‘.-.■■ J '? ; 0 *. '-Vtf 


(Indicate page, i» i*«e of 
newspaper, city and atate.) 
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BY JAMBS ADAMS 
The Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy illpped 

; his shoes, slumped 
3 ! padded chair and 
“ i slowly Upping ginger 
j He had just fi 
i what several of his aides 
'•called one of the most elo- 
i.quent — and longest — 
^speeches of his civil rights 
■•career before 2000 dentists, 
their wives and guests at- 
1 tending the predominantly 
j Negro National Dental 
j Assn, in the Shcraton-Gib- 
: son. Now he wanted to un- 
i wind with his friends. 

\ A PUGNACIOUS mod- 
' ern-day pronhet and abra- 
sive civil rights leader, Mr. 
Abernathy had held his 
".middle-class audience spell- 
;‘bound for 90 minutes as he 
•thundered against a 
• wealthy nation which per- 
:mits the plagues of pover- 
* ty. • hunger and disease <.o 

L spread unchecked. 

- “I come as a prophet to 

- prophesy before the NDA, 

he told his audience, to 
tell you what ‘thus saith 
thej-ord.* • , 

“You have a role in this 
movement more than /just 
. practicing dentist ry 
sometimes your offices 
must serve as freedom of- 
•fices and headquarters for 
planning strategy. 

“Some of our white 

■ friends are afraid now in 
this era of blacji conscious- 
ness and black power and 
. have left us and don t walk 
with us anymore. 

“THE BLACK man must 
do more to support his own 
•programs for freedom. 

■ “We often .forget all 
• about our brothers we have 

left behind,” he told the 
dentists. "But it may be the 
death angel will be knock- 
ing at my door- or your 
door. As long as your skin 
is black, they will beat the 
head of a Ph.D. as they will 
a J)D (Doctor of Divinity). 

. “We have to get together 
as black people and white 
people of good will and 
sock it to America and do 
our own t hing.” The crowd 

Pag e 1 



Ralph age". 


rose and interrupted his 
speech with an ovation. 

• He told his audience that 
a full stomach and ade- 
quate medical and dental 
care should be a right — 
not a privilege — of every 
citizen. He said it was a sin 
for a nation which has 
enough to feed two-thuds 
. of the world’s population to 
let its own citizens go hun-- 
gry. 

To those who suggest 
that the disgruntled Negro 
go back to Africa, Dr. Ab*. 
ernathy retorted. Y 

“I'VE GOT too much in- 
vested in this country. I 
fought for it during the 
war. And how in the hell 
can you go back t where 

you’ve never been? ^ — * 

Now. sitting in his hotel 
room. Dr/ Abernathy talked 
so softly he could scarcely’ 
be heard across the room. 
His pugnacity had turned 
. to gentleness. He good-na- 
1 turedly accused his friend, 
the Rev. Otis Moss, of 
1 “stealing” his congregation 


I 


v/hhc p**p’«chii‘g ^'eek 
al his (AVrnalhy'p) ^\ cst 
ferret Baptist 
Church *r. Atlanta, 
irt'r M r V > ir. pastor of the 
Y\nn ?rPpUst Church in 
Lockin'! a ad president ot 
till? Yaky Christian Im- . 
prove mm t Assn., an aiu* 
fiaic of the Southern Chris- 
ti? n Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) which Ur. Aber- 
nathy headsh 
He talked of political vic- 
tories in Green County, 
Ala., where blacks won 
four of five county commis- ; 
Bjon scats. (He believes po- 
litical power is more potent , 
than hot summers.) He «x - . 
pressed his disappointment 
with the Nixon Admin is tra- ; 
tion *rd for *ds failure to 
*unclcrsU::d the difference ? 
between segregation in the 
South and North. A black 

man in thr South cant even 

ask for information al _ his 
o'.vji crmrlhcusc without - 
being insulted.*' bn says. 
“At least in the North you 
can find out where the : 
clerk's office, is.” 


(Indlcal. pog«-. •* 

Btv«pop«ri clly and •tat»0 


assssii.*®^* 
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| AROUND 3:45 P.M.. he 
' and Dr. M^ss arid the Rev. 
D. W. Smith, pastor of the 
Lincoln Heights Baptist 
Church and director of llio 
SCLC Operation Breadbas- 
ket, decided to make a 
quirk lour of the city s 
l black communities before 
* dinner and the rally at Rev- 
elation Baptist Church 
wh°re Dr. Abernathy 


Lincoln Heights — at Shcr* 
herd land and Mrlntyrv 
lane where an ■’B3-ypfei-o- i 
women and her three m* r , 
ried daughters formerly o\ 
Atlanta gathered around 
• him like a long lost friend 
.and began taking pictures. 
The second stop was at 
the Magic Moment tavern. 
-'About a dozen mm sat 


J^und a bar ia^a dtaty- 
speech of the day. % Tiwra- ■ »«» 

In the car. Dr. Abernathy i’ ou - >">’ br . olh . CTS ' Dr AV 


ernathy asked, going from 
stool to stool Shaking 
hands. 

’ One man, probably in his 
cups, half-cried, 'Tray for 
me. Pray for me.” 

* "I WILL, mv brother. I 
will ” Dr. Abernathy in- 
toned in his ministerial j 
voice. i 

He also ended up buying . 
a beer for another man. : 

The party then drove to 
Dr, Moss’ elegant new 
home in Glendale. The gra- 
cious hostess. Mrs. M n ?s, 

' served dinner by candle- 
light and Dr. Abrrna'hy 
reminisced over prior, mr.st 
beef, baked polatnrs and 
green beans with his col- 
league,’ the Rev. Fred Shut* 
tleswortb. 

Mr. ShutUeswnrfh, how. 
pastor of the Greater New 
Light Baptist Church in 
Avondale, was one . of the 
shock troops of the early 
Rights movement. He 
DR. MOSS interrupted to . war* bombed, beaten and 


continued talking about the 
Movement — > the black 
man’s struggle for equality 
— and its shape of the fu- 
ture: 

“The black man’s contri- 
bution to the total com- 
munity is too great for him 
to settle for any segment or 
any part of society/ I 
wouldn’t even settle for 
Texas,” he laughed. 

“Bbck separatism is 
|. healthy in one sense — my 
people have to find their 
own identity — and dan- 
gerous in another. I don t 
think its necessary — but 
it’s understandable. 

“We have to keep * the 
channels Qpen between the 
races and we have to have 
more non-violent victories/ & 
(He is going to Charleston, B 
S. C. today to celebrate the ; 
“victory” there of the wage j- 
increase won by non-profes- , 
sional workers in the state m 
hospitals). 


"Dr. Kir* t never cot in a 
t.utv“ .Jtfi. ShJilliesworth 
TTfY.licd. “We would lliififl 
nwr pianos because he 
talked too long on the tele- 
phone. Then he would say, 
‘Urmcmbrr if yon miss one 
plane there is always an- 
other one/’ 

Dr. Abernathy recalled 
one nf Dr. King’s most of- 
trr 'n *$v»rc 
was. "Snmr c.nv. Ralph, YOU 
< win jeftrn ihrti iuevny j« 
not life’s greatest virtue.” 

~ 'THEY TALKED of being 
gassed by police in church- 
es. of sharing colls, of ral- 
lies in remolc Mississippi 
towns — Philadelphia. Can- 
ton and others. In the re- 
telling, the incidents al- 
ways “ evoked uproarious 
laughter. 

It dawned on me these 
men were not war veterans 
swapping combat stories 
but were minMers talking 
about risking tp.r.ir lives for 
lift is guaranteed to every 
?r } : cuv CrnsHtullon. 


explain that the homes in 
Avondale “were bought by 
our people after the whites 
had lived in them 30 or 40 
, years. Then when the 
blacks moved in the whites ., 
said look how the commu- ; 
nity has deteriorated.” ;; 

1 1 As we drove into Lincoln ■; 

,>T‘ j Heights With its small ; 
I homes, Dr. Abernathy com- u 
: mented: “You have poverty 
in all-black towns just like i 
, Arou have it in white;! 
• towns.” U 

He made two stops top 


literally blown out of his 
bed in Birmingham ar he 
tangled with Birmingham’s 
'tough police chief, Bull 
Connor. 

“OLD BULL has lost all 
political power and is now 
picking cotton,” Dr. Aber- 
nathy said — almost as if 
he were allLtle saddened at 
the fall of his protagonist. 

Dr. Abernathy and Mr. 
Rhuttlesworth talked of the 
days when their fallen lead- 
er — Dr. Martin Luther 
King ‘Jrr^wsi? at the 
helm of the Movement/ 
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Dentists To 



BY BETSY BUSS, 

Enquirer Reporter 
With revival-meeting rhetoric 
U at brought ovations from his 
audience, Rev. Ralph David Aber- 
nathy called Monday on the pre- 
dominantly black National Dentals 
* Association to commit Itself to aid- 
ing poor and black people. ;* v 
y "Biaclf people who have made 
their way out of the muddy streams 
, 1; /*■ 


V 
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; and are blessed to live in the 
suburbs, who get a little money and . 

1 learn to use big words, often forget 
about thelx brothers left behind/ 1 
Abernathy, head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, , 
told the dentists. 

1 HE ADDRESSED the civil lights 
■ luncheon of the NDA’s 56th annual 
meeting, held through Thursday lit 
the Hotel Sheraton-Gibson. 1 • 

"You have a role in the niovjy 
. ment that Is more than just practlc- 
, lng dentistry /* he said. ‘ * . 

r The successor* to the late Dr. 

. Martin Luther King Jr. pointed to* 
t hunger in the nation and Insuffi- 
cient medical and dental care for : 
‘millions of poor people despite 
transplants and other medical 
advances. 

“We stand before America, the 
richest and most powerful country : 

In the world, and demand a more 
equal distribution of wealth/* he r 
said, calling on the. Negro dentists . 
to give support to “ireedom pro- 
grams" and to "make your offices 
freedom offices/' 

DESPITE THE Kerner Report,’ 
subsequent reports and analyses, 
/"not a single Kerner recommends- , 
tlon has been implemented/ 1 ... 

•* Abernathy said. 

"I’m getting sick and tired of 
; having documents filling our li- 
braries, collecting dust, We are 
getting bogged down In a paralysis 
of analysis. 

^ The SCLC leader paraphrased 
^ 17th century English poet John * 
Donne's "No Man is an Island/* 

• warning "the rich black man** and : 

» "the learned black woman** that the v 

f "bell that tolls In the ghetto marks \ 

• the hour of your burial/* \ 

"In this nation, as long as your 
skin is black, it doesn’t matter 
about your wealth, or the section of. 

V city where you I’ve, or the number 
of degrees you have," Abernathy 
said. 

L "We have to j; ;t together as black 
folk and white people of good willy 
and sock It to 1 \ y>Tiez£? ' " 


b 




(tndteat* paqu, ©/ 

0*W9pmp»t< «Hy 

&Sif§S|f *£* * 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

The Citizen^ Journa 
““Columbuo , Ohio 

Columbuo Dispa tch 
' Columbuo , Ohio 

Dayton Daily Neva 
Dayton, Ohio 

Journal Herald 
Dayton, Ohio’ \ 


Dal.. 8/5/69 
cdiitoni Final 
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appendix 


tfn'advised the Republic of New 

Confidential source #1 eDara tist organization • . 

Detrolt^Klchlgan (Tne SRrine of tne ^ 

confidential BOurce ^ aOvlsedrthisjonferenc 
qA y. v +he Malcolm X Society, . an attorney at law,, 

rariMcK Nationalist ^ nrotners 

■ stars r^«^.^rr3*£ 
K "" ivea 

City, any , m ®®hiility from the news media. 

widespread public y . its dissolution, 

The Malcolm X Society, pri tainQd nQ headquarters,;. 

,„d incorporation int^the^RN not ?oW an? meetings,, 

" had no formal the purpose of- the 

RNA ,, which IS 
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2 REPUBLIC OF NEW AFRICA (RNA) 

i*.r iateraaticnal v*cc*ni. * A ' «*' v‘Sr*» *- 

tttiow ©« "»*£*; Jot of land' in one of the Southern 

obtain an island or a pi axiie petition tor a seat 

States, establish a government in froB t be United 

in the United Nations , a slave labor. These reparations 

States Government for ancestral sia in the united 

are to be $10,000.00 for bl £g* ia Louisiana, Mississippi 

States and the States of Alabama, RHA*by the 
and South Carolina, which Tbe officers of the SNA also proposs 

United States Government. The officer tQ be known a(J 

the establishment of 4 J h JJ to be financed through an income 
\H inpoae^on^illlps^black 0 persons In the United States. 

« rS SSSSSTi-X £23S5r^»5!«£B‘* , h ' 

“%de;il*S C aid In Offer to negotiate for reparations to the 
United States Secretary of State. 

ROBERT P. WILLIAMS was elected £ e ®}J®"J.°£ E 22 
RNA; MILTON HENRY was el ected Firs* t ▼< SeSST 

Vice-President , °andRI CHARD HENRY was elected Minister of 
/ inf prmation . 

. «■ f ■ . 

uIlawfIl*FUght to Atoid Prosecution WILLIAMS 

.napping, Subsequent t a monthly Black Nationalist 

fled to Cuba ^erehepu i h d WILLIAMS subsequently 

S5S*J iS SSST^«^. cam., where Me ha. eon. 

tinu.d to publish "The Crusader. 

Characterizations of the HOI, MMI, and OAAU 

are attached hereto. \ . 
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appendix 
v NATION of ISLAM 

A source ft gYJ a Sj s ?S o?ga?ixitioA o?igiS 5 ti?g*in”Detroit , 
Islam (NO I) !• * n til^ieso’s * 8 Elijah Muhammad is the 1 dor ' 

Si^l’SnM^ » f5.S. out 

iss^si-W^r-: s.s.““jss? , 

Avenue, Chicago. minds. 

Muhammad teaches there ™ s s “f ^“Shite racef starred 
that the so-called NeBroes are slaves o mt the wh ite race, - 
to as "devils” , In the ' United ■ Stax g ^ called Negro, will be 

destroyed’ by 1 Allah^ l^an approaching "War of Armageddon, 

between God and the devil. 

* wjn t including Muhammad , 

Of f ioials and m ®^ b ® r ®° vi s 5 ons of the Selective Service 
have refused to comply Jith provis United States as 

? o M?X 0 di£\S» 

In the lata 1980 's, Muhammad, aoting on legal » o J e «; nt 

in’hla^programs^and^ot c^ree, new followers. 
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MTTRT.TM MOSQUE. INCORPORATED (MM I] 



' I >>"' 


The March 13, 1984, •fitly* Se^York. 

Times", a daily newspaper published In New York, New Y r , 

contained an article on page 20 which th^Nation 
MALCOLM X (LITTLE), former national off icial of the Nat 
of Islam (NOI) who broke with the NOI on March^ 8, 1964, 
publicly announced in New York City on March 12, 1964, 
that he had formed the Muslim Mosque, 

-The MMI, according to the article, would be Newroes 

politically oriented black nationalist movement for Negroes 
only, financed by voluntary contributions. In^this P 
statement, MALCOLM X urged Negroes to abandon the doc tr in 
of non-violence when it is necessary to defend themselves 
i. the civil rights struggle, and he also suggested that 

form rifle clubs to protect their lives and property 
Z'Ull £™.e£nc?es in arSae .hare the government 1. un- 
able or unwilling to protect them. 

Incorporation papers of the MMI f ileo on 
1 Qg 4 «ith the Business Section, Clerk of Courts, New Y 

County, New York, New York, reveal that the MMI tSSttSe'of 
porated pnder the Religious Corporation Law of the State of 
New York to work for the imparting of the Islamic Faith and 
Islamic Religion in accordance with "accepted Islamic princi 

_ pies". 

The principal place of worship to be located in the 
Borough of Manhattan, New York, New York. 

The May 23, 1964, edition of the "New York Amsterdam 

- News", a weekl/Negro newsp per publishe d J,^Ne w York City, 

contained an article hy columnist JAMES BOOKER Ih wnicn ne 
indicated that he had heard that the visit by MALCOLM X with 
Muslim leader, during his African tour 'has changed him to be 
come more religious* 

-th ifur i^.^arently’.ff Ilia ted°wlth e the 6 true U orthodox S lslaMi9 

Religion through its affiliation with ^Islamic Relation 

teachings°of ^ the mill* on Ihl Islamic Religion. \ ^ 

» / ibis confidential source advised on N»y_17, \1965, 

that the headquarters of the MMI are located inJuiteX 
128, Hotel Theresa, 2090 Seventh Avenue, New York, New York, 
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A P P E N P I X 


organization or aero -American. 


tOAAUi 


On June 28, 1984, Malcolm X ^mJkiioiy^iinounoJd th# d f0iPttA4U» 

«< th* Mualls Mo.su*, *»•?• MtSS JrSup to bo 
o f » new, all Negro, “}iJ t *5 t .5Jo.Amoriean onlty (OAAt)>, with tbe 
5SS is tSo Audubon HUN-, Broadway and 16«tb 

Streets, New York City. 

A printed rubUshed statement ot baalc OAA^alns^^ 

1 jrassrassur it 

-well as ’’our" brothers ® d st ,irit" of the Organization 

S Si“SS'Sniir«iSSu^ (by African beads of States) and Addl. 
Ababa, Ethiopia, in May, 1963. 

A recording of the remarks of .Malcolm X^at^tbis^meeting^ . 

indicate, that the aim ^.^J-J^tOKether f£r”Human rights,” 
between Negroes so t ^ ey . ? arr »?nter-nationalize” the American 

"while the initial objective is to gtngnrfiona Nations. Littl* * 
civil rights movement by taking it to tn^J^. and clains tbat 

condemned the nonviolent c themselves, when and if 

negroes >bould be taught' to l£°te, at themse^ ^ g ^ 

SSSS‘. P 2KlSS£ :iii»?rS°c r onon?cs 8 and social refers. 

' * .1 io loss a source advised that on March 26 , 1965 , y 

the OAAU i?iid ^. th aSd«ortb 

thf emanation's true nose would be organisation of Afro-American 
Unity, incorporated. \ 

On February 28 196< 3 • ,\ 

5f e tbf“St“SalSSl»°X who resides in the Harlem Section of Hew . \ 
York City. 

On Ha, 8, SirXSt t wltS h Str..t, Hew 

ISWwrS* the^reeldence of HUa Collin.. . 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
* NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE 'PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI A#D IS LOANED TO YOUR A ® E £CT4^ T _ t1 _ 

AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 

YOUR AGENCY. . * : *— •• • _ 
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advise 


ates congress of Evangelism is being held September 8 
through 13* 1969, at Minneapolis, Minnesota, featuring 
several religious speakers. &?£- m 

He advised the Rev. RALPH D. ABERHATHT, President^ 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, is scheduled 
to speak at this Congress at 2:30 p.m. on 9/12/69 at the ^ 
Minneapolis Auditorium, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

He advised that local authorities at Minneapolis 
are avare of Rev. ABERHATHT' s scheduled appearance and there 
is no indication of any problems in connection with Rev. 
ABERHATHT 's appearance. 

Ho dissemination of this information is being made 
as there is not any indication at this time of any problems 
in connection vith Rev. ABERHATHT 's appearance. 


(V> Bureau 
2 - Atlanta 
^^^(^neapol is 


«ec-5yo c — - 


EX-105. 


to SEP 10 1969 


Special Agent in Charge 


.M Per 


























ev. 7-25-68) 


HONF! 


iFiaJffiAi’ 


1. [JC§ Subject's name is included in the □ Security Index or |X] Agitator Index. 

2. [x\ The data appearing on the □ Security Index Card \x] Agitator Index Card are 

current. 

3* □ Changes on the □ Security Index Card □ Agitator Index Card are necessary 
and Form FD-I22 □ FD-397 submitted to the Bureau. 

4. 03 A suitable photograph (jg is \^} is not available. 

Date photograph was taken ■ 

5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and i 

charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies are 


6 . (211 This report is classified 
(state reason) 


See Par 


7. □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) 

l~ I Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 


□ This case no longer meets the □ Security Index □ Agitator Index criteria and a 
letter has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

FXl This case has been reevaluated in the light of the □ Security Index [33 Agitator 
Index criteria and it continues to fall within such criteria because (state reason) 

As President of SCLC and because of influence this 
organization holds in civil rights field, subject 
pofeSesies great potential to foment civil disorder 
by word or action. 

- C* - 
(COVER PAGE) 


10. □ Subject's SI card is tabbed □ Priority 1 □ Priority II □ Priority III. 

□□ Subject's activities warrant such tabbing because (state reasons) 


:mti [\ 

^ i v \ ? t~\ 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

Director September 10, 1969 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 
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SECRET 




CONFIDENTIAL 


FD-376 (Rev. 0-1-66) 



In Reply , Please Refer to 


1- □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return, 

5. Q£] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) ^ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 


Photograph □ has been : 
[XI may be available throu 

furnished 

gh FBI 

l~~T enclosed Q is not available 

, Atlanta 

N 

fc.V - -••• ' 


iVJva 

1* 



Very truly yours. 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 

U. S. Secret Service, Atlanta, Georgia (Rjf) 

T^NFluNlTlAl 

Enclosure^) ' (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 

becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 


FD*^ M (Rev. 3-3-59) 


^NFIIKJTlAi 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SE%ET 

7T 


CoDVtn 3 JJJJ? ?i lit: *f y intelligence Group, Ft. McPherson, Ga. (RM) 

Copy to: 1 Naval Investigative Service, Charleston, S.C. (RM) ' 

1 s * Secret Service, Atlanta, Ga. (RM) 


Rtport of: SA 
Dot*: se 


•Ittl&nmtn 


Fiold Office File ft 15'Ti.25'? 1 • 

Ti,l,! RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


Office. Atlanta, Georgia 
Bureau #ll« ft 100-442706 


Character: RACIAL MATTER 


Synopsis: 


_ . ABERNATHY continues to reside at 690 La Verne 

Atlanta, Ga. He continues to serve as pastor 
of the West Hunter Street Baptist Church, Atlanta, and 

° f S6uthern Christian Leadership Conference 
J J headquartered in Atlanta. SCLC activity set 
fotth indicating ABERNATHY continues to be of interest 
-J- ndlviduals having prior. CP membersh 
liations . Information received 

and that in summer of 

cers of SCLC ex pr es s e d concern ABERNATHY might 
require assistance from a psychiatrist. _ 




DETAILS: 

h Characterizations of individuals and .organizations 

where available are set forth in the Appendix section of 
this report. 

Residence 

. ABERNATHY, as of September 1, 1969, continued 

Norths? 4 S W i fe and family at 690 LaVerne Drive, 

Northwest, Atlanta, Georgia. 


WNFlJ^TIAl 


Exclud 

Automatic/ 


SI 

id From 
)owngrading 


And Declassification 


~ hl f C 0 I \ , “f n8 ne f th ® r recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property oi the FBI and is loaned to 

->ur agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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confidential 


Employment 1 ’’tk" 

'. \'/§\x&£s of September ri , 1969 , ABERNATHY con tinued 
to serve as the pastor of the West Hunter Street Baptist 
Church, 725 Hunter Street, Northwest, Atlanta. He also 
continued to serve as President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) , whose headquarters are 
located at 334 Auburn Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta. 



• Regarding ABERNATHY’S position as President, 
SCLC, the SCLC Executive Boafd during the organization ’s 
twelfth annual convention August 13 through 16, 1969, 
Charleston, South Carolina, gave a vote of confidence 
to ABERNATHY continuing as President of SCLC. 


Activities 


^ 3 . 






[Wm 


t\ 




A characterization of JACK O'DELL is set 
forth in the Appendix section of this report. 


so 




A characterization of CLARENCE JONES is set 
forth in the Appendix section of this report. 

On January 23, 1969, The Atlanta Journal, Daily 
Atlanta newspaper, on Page 9A oTTTEsnffTuin?treaTrTdition , 
published an article captioned "ABERNATHY Backs Defender 
of RAY", by-lined HARMON PERRY. This article referred 
to a position recently taken by JAMES BEVEL, Director 
of Nonviolent' Education, SCLC, regarding JAMES EARL 
RAY, accused of killing Rev. MARTIN LUTHER* KING, JR., 
former President, SCLC. The article quoted ABERNATHY 
as stating BEVEL was an "outstanding strategist and 
organizer in the nonviolent movement". He said "I have 
absolute confidence in bis judgement, and integrity". #• 




itim 








t 
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in part as^olfoK? Paragraph of the above letter read 

been employed,*” plt'aeg^a'aMins/^i'^-r* 1 ®” has 
is Intolerable and Immoral lill ,1 ll Anti-Semitism 
always have — as cont^n^al 111 fight xt > as we 
to black people as to'jeZt abi * °PP° r tunism — as harmful 
Poison ofW^-r because At Asters the 


withBBBMfci^g^STAOT^y LEVISON discussed 

South Carolina. LEVISON stron^iyy VitieS in Charleston, 
CORETTA SCOTT kino st rongly recommended that 

•*., re turnt„ K Char les ton °! *!’' “"T?" ^HER KING , 

Of SCLC and also that Con^ff Carolina, on behalf 

Detroit, Michigan, be r«SeItI5 a ; °™ C0NYERS fro ” 

s , oe requested to appear in Charleston 


ference in CharLstoJ^Sout^Ca^Ili held 3 preSs con " 
he announced that CORETTA SCOTT 2™?* ’ at whlch time 
CONYERS had been invited to ? nd . Congressman 

in Charleston on May £? ^ 6 P artic f P a te in SCLC activitj 





AT 15’7-25'7 


1 - 1 ' 


> A 


On June 4, 1969, STANLEY LEVISON urged SCLC 
to pursue with renew vigor its activities in Charleston 
on behalf of striking hospital workers in that community 


A characterization of "Freedomways" is set 
forth in the Appendix section of this report. 


tVh . V- y ‘*r 

ANLEY LEVIS ON. on July 21,^1968, explained , £ 

remittee" 




lili wmiMiijc^i 


f.?T» /. 


_ V _ 
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AT 15-T-257 


; A chaiactftjrJLzation of MIKE HABRIN GTOy 

$ARRY WACHTEL fs sec tor th in th* 4PP?M** section^of 
thOT report -$V&Zh : . ■■■ • i$r3?W^ ■ : 

On August 14, 1969, The A t la nta Cons i ti tuion , 
daily Atlanta newspaper, published on Page ?A, an article 
captioned "SCLC Okays Anti-Draft Plan", by-lined PHIL 
GAILEY. This article referred to a speech on August 13, 
1969, by Rev. THOMAS E. KILGORE, described as President 
of American Baptist Convention (also Parliamentarian of 
SCLC) from Los Angeles, California. This speech was made 
at the recently concluded twelfth SCLC annual convention 
held in Charleston, South Carolina. The article indicated 
that KILGORE proposed SCLC create a "department for peace" 
in order that it can give effective draft evasion coun- 
selling to young men. The article quoted KILGORE as 
stating ’The war in Vietnam is our number one enemy." 

This article also attributed to ABERNATHY 
approval of KILGORE’s proposal and a statement that he 
would counsel young men to avoid the draft. It quoted 
ABERNATHY as sayigg "It’s the only way to put an end 
to the war and violence." 

, • .. % -• "% ./ “: T .^ • v 

Miscellaheous t 
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As of early July, 1969, a number of SELC 
Executive Staff officers were concerned over the possible 
status of ABERNATHY'S health. Their concern was based 
upon ABERNATHY's attitude during his recent incarceration 
in jail in Charleston, South Carolina. While in jail, 
ABERNATHY indulged in a fast during which he appeared to 
experience considerable dejection and concluded he would 
die. As a consequence, be prepared in writing a very 
detailed plan for his funeral. The SCLC officers ques- 


tioned whether this action on ABERNATHY's part 


;■> «V;:' j - 


temporary result of his fasting or suggested a 
stantial problem. 4 

■.-* ' • If-*** " • - - *> 




• *' jsTt*. . 4. 


rV; 


was a 
more sub- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


I 


Id 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 


Section 552 Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

W (b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)(l) 


ft (b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (k)(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (k)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ (k)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (k)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 

' 



The following number 

is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

|00-¥42O0C*- loo 13 


XXXXXX 
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The Labor Youth League has been designated 


by the U. S. Attorney General pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 
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BENJAMIN J. DAVIS 
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• * 

A confidential source advised on January 21, . 

1964, that a§ of that^ate^ .BENJAMIN Ji>BAYIS was NatM>n^,:^ . 
Secretary of the CP,* USA,;* i ; : ;*? •.*. >■ •' r 

••The New York Times'," August 24, 1964, 

27, column 4, reports that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS , J a ti J n J 
Secretary, CP, USA, died in New York' City on the night 
jAugust 22, 1964. v.,-'. 
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MIKE HARRINGTON 


A. confidential source advised in June, 1958, 
that MICHAEL HARRINGTON held the position of National 
Chairman of the Young Socialist League (YSL) . 

A characterization of the YSL is attached hereto. 

In September, 1958, the same confidential source 
advised that MICHAEL HARRINGTON was a member of the Young 
People’s Socialist League (YPSL) following the merger of 
the YSL with the YPSL. 
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CLARENCE JONES 
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■■iSZ'Aik; 


CLARENCE JOHE^ is the General ;Ctottns«'^^ 
for the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 
40th Street, New York City. 



A confidential source advised on February 26, 
1957, that he had identified a photograph of CLARENCE 
JONES as a person whom he knew during late 1953 or 
early 1954 to be a member of, and in a position of 
leadership in, the Labor Youth League. 
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TIso 1968, lesuo of "Jyostosaays" lists 

O’EsllC^ac';;: 0‘EoXl) as its Associate t^asiog 

Editor. 
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BAY ARD RUSTIN 



In "The Saturday Evening Post," issue 
of July 11-18, 1964, page 76, BAYARD HUSTIN is the 
subject of a feature article captioned:. "The Lone 
Wolf of Civil Rights. " In it, 'KOSTIN is said to 
have co-ae to New York in 1938, as an organiser for 
the Young Corun uniat League (YCL) , and as such, he 
had the job of recruiting students for the "Party." 
Furthermore , the article reports that during his 
first years in Hew York, ROSTIH gave most of his 
earnings to the "Party." He reportedly left the 
"Party" in 1941, the article states. 


The YCL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10460. 


The "Daily Worker," February 11, 1957, 

Page 1, Column 2, reported - that BAYARD RUST7K, 
Executive Secretary, War Resistors League, v/as an 
observer at the 16th National Convetion of the 
Conmunist Party, United States of America, (CP, USA), 
held in New York City, on February 9-12, 1957. 
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HARRY WACHTEL 


^ r {■ .. ’ 

■ ,■ .'w! -s 'ill. ' ' 


Genual 


wc { 


HARRY WACHTEL is the Executive Vice President 
of the Gandhi Society for Humai^Rights^l5Eas-^40tl^^ 
Street, New York, New JMiJflHHHHHHHHf 


A confidential source furnished information 
in. December, 1949, that HARRY H. WACHTEL, 41 Broad Street, 
New York, New York, was on the list of individuals carried 
as active members of the National Lawyers Guild. 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. 
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ff. E. B. DP BOIS CLUBS OF AMERICA (DCA) , -V- G/J 

■ *■ 1 " ” ' i 

A source has advised that on October 26-27, 
1963, a conference of members of the Communist Party 
(CP), including national functionaries, met in Chicago, - 
Illinois, for the purpose of setting in motion forces 
for the establishment of a new national Marxist- 
oriented youth organization which would hunt for the 
most peaceful transition to socialism. These delegates 
were told that it would be reasonable to assume that 
the young socMists attracted into this new organization 

would eventually pass into the CP itself. 

« . 

A second source has advised that the founding 
convention for the new youth organization was held 
June 19-21, 1964, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San 
Francisco, California, at which time the name \ 1 . E. B. 
DuBois Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted. 

Approximately 500 delegates from throughout the United 
States attended this convention. The aims of this 
organisation, as set forth in the preamble of the 
constitution, are, "It is our belief that this nation can 
best solve its problems in an atmosphere of peaceful 
coexistence, complete disarms me n t and true freeciom for 
all peoples of the world, and that these solutions 
v/ill be reached mainly through the united efforts of all 
wo^kin--* oeooie allied* in the unity of Negroes and other 
minorities with whites. Y/e further fully recognise that 
the greatest threat to American democracy comes rrom the 
racist and right wing forces in coalition with the most 
reactionary sections of the economic power structure, 
usi n ' r ' the tool of anti-Communism to divide and destroy 
the’ unified struggle of the working people." 


Over the Labor Day weekend, 19-35, the DCA 
held a conference in Chicago, Illinois, and a new slate 
of officers was elected to the National Executive 
Committee (NEC) of the DCA. Since Labor Day, 196§ 
identities of those serving of the NEC has varied; 
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however, according to a third source as of Kay, 1966, 
thirteen of the fifteen members of the NEC were members 
of the CP in the San Francisco Bay area. 

As of May, 1966, the headquarters of the 
j DCA was located at 1830 Fell Street, San Francisco, 

California. 

i 
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W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS 
OF CHICAGO DCC T 


On May 3, 1965, a source advised that oh 
June 30, 1964, a group of young people who attended 
the founding convention of the W, E # B. DuBois 
Clubs of America (DCA) met in Chicago and adopted 
a statement of purpose and constitution forming 
the DCC as an affiliate of the National DCA. 

A second source advised on May 1, 1967, that 
DCA chartered clubs in the Chicago area are the 
West Side DCC and the North Side DCC‘, neither of 
which currently maintain a headquarters. There is 
no central headquarters for the DCC and there are 
no unchartered clubs in this area. 

The second source advised that the majority 
of DCC members are also members of the CP. 

During the past year DCC activity has been 
almost nonexistent. 
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GANDHI SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


If 1 



x A* W UHUMU* WV*V J •• — — O , 

•for the purpose of developing a philosophy and technique 
of non-violent civil rights protests. It is a non- 
action organization and makes no attempt to influence 
legislation nor participate in demonstrations. The 
Society furnishes legal assistance in certain civil 
rights cases . The organization was incorporated June 14 
1962. 
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THE NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD - r r - ••• ; 

The ’’Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of January 2, 

1957, to supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951, by , 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. C. contains the 
following information concerning "The National Lawyers 
Guild:” , 

1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 1311, on the CIO Political Action 
Committee, March 29, 1944, p. 149). 

2, Cited as a Communist front which "is the foremost 
legal bulwark of the Communist Party, its front 
organizations and controlled unions" and which 
"since its inception has never failed to rally 

to the legal defense of the Communist Party and 
individual members thereof, including known 
espionage agents." (Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, originally 
released September 17, 1950.) 

3 # "To defend the cases of Communist lawbreakers, fronts 

have been devised making special appeals in 
behalf of civil liberties and reaching out far 
beyond the confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the *** National 
Lawyers Guild* When the Communist Party itself 
is under fire these offer a bulwark of protection." 

(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Gommittee, Handbook for Americans, 

S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1956, p. 91). 
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arUIENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 


A source has advised that the Student® Tor a / >■ :W 
Democratic Society (SDS), as it is known today, came Into , 
being at a founding convention held at Port Y Huron, Michigan, ; 
in June, 1962. Prom an initial ideological posture of 
"participatory democracy, n the current line of the national 
leadership reveals an adherence^ to Marxism-Leninism. Michael 
Klonsky, National Secretary, in March, 1969, called for the 
building of a revolutionary Marx 1st -Lenin 1st movement. The 
program of SDS has moved from involvement in civil rights 
struggles to an anti-Vietnam war position and finally to its 
present advocacy of an anti— imperialist line, linking up the 
oppressed peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America, with 
the black liberation movement in the United States. China, 
Vietnam and Cuba are regarded as countries which are leading 
the world-wide struggles against United States imperialism. 

On the other hand, SDS regards the Soviet Union as. an 
imperialist power and does not support the policies of that 
country. 


SDS maintains a National Office in Room 206, 1608 
West Madison Street, Chicago, Illinois. Its official paper 
"New Left Notes" reflects the line of the national leadership 
and program adopted at meetings of the National Council and 
National Interim Committee (NIC). Three national -off leers 
and a NIC of eleven members are elected each year during 
a June National Convention. 

SDS Regional Offices and university and college 
chapters elect delegates to National Council meetings wherein 
program and Ideology are debated, but each Region and chapter 
is autonomous in nature and is free to carry out - Independent 
policy and programs reflective of local conditions. 
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The March 1, 1954, issue of the "Young 
Socialist Challenge," published as page three of 

"Labor Action, " ,an official publication of the _ r 

Independent Socialist League <ISL) , which contained ^ u >' r | 

an article concerning the creation of the YSL, which ':"*** ' " l | 

pointed out that at a unity conference occurring V ! 

February 12-14, 1954, at Labor Action Hall, New York, •< 

New York, a mer ger occurred between the Young Peoples ;i ■ 

Socialist League W§L) and the "Socialist YouthT ' ' ■ - 1 1 

League (SYL) . The new organization was named the -•/ 

YSL. 



source advised as follows: 


The YSL has frequently worked in close 
sympathetic cooperation with the ISL toward similar 
objectives, although each major issue given mutual 
consideration is decided upon by these organizations 
individually. The YSL serves as an apprenticeship for 
the ISL, but ISL selection of members from YSL ranks 
is made on an individual and personal basis. In many 
instances, YSL members are also members of the ISL. 

The YSL and the ISL utilize the same printing house in 
New York City and the YSL publication is printed as an 
insert in "Labor Action". Frequently, lecturers be- 
fore the YSL are ISL members. 







YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE (YSL) 



The September 22, 1958, issue of "Young 
Socialist Challenge," which appeared as page five of 
"Labor Action," contained an undated statement from 
the National Action Committee of the YSL which in- 
dicated that the YSL had been dissolved. The state- 
ment appeared under the caption "Join the Young Peoples 
Socialist League." 


The YPSL is publicly known as the young 
affiliate of the Socialist Party - Social Democratic 
Federation. 
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FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES, INC . 



The records of the New York State Secretary of State, 
Albany, New York, show that the Certificate of Incorporation 
of Freedomways Associates, Inc., was filed on March 2, 1961. 





On May 25, 1961, a second source advised that 
"Freedomways" was set up for the CP, USA, by JAMES JACKSON. 

The second Quarter, 1968, issue of "Freedomways", 
self-described as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedom 
Movement” published by Freedomways Associates, Incorporated, 
799 Broadway, New York City, lists the following as its 
editorial staff: 



JOHN HENRIK CLARKE 
ESTHER JACKSON 
J. H. O'DELL 
JOHN L. DEVINE 


Associate Editor 
Managing Editor 
Associate Managing Editor 
Art Editor 


"The Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, 
June 25, 1967, Page 10, contained an article on a memorial to 
MIKE GOLD held at Town Hall, New York City, the previous 
Friday night. It said that one of the speakers was JOHN 
HENRIK CLARKE of "Freedomways". 


"The Worker", May 21, 1967, Page 3, contained an 
article on the death of MIKE GOLD on May 15, 1967, in San 
Francisco, California. It described him as having been an 
author and columnist for "The Worker" for 32 years. It 
noted that he. joined the CP "shortly after it was founded 
and to which he adhered till the day he died". 
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FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES, INC, (CONT’D) 


"ON^NTiAL 


4??c- 



A fourth source advised on April 16, 1968, that 
JAMES JACKSON, husband of ESTHER JACKSON, is the Chairman 
of the International Affairs Department, CP, USA. 
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date: 9/16/69 


[RALPH D. ABE RNATHY 
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Re Bu airtel to Atlanta and WO, 7/30/69: WO 
airtel to Bureau, 7/31/69. 


caused a search to be made 

of the files of the Passport Office, U. S. Department of 
Utate and was advised on 9/9/69. that no Iden tifiable re- 

cated concern!: 


In addition, a review of 

th^jassport files of the captioned subject 
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Transmit the following in 
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(Priority) 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157*798) 
REVEREND RALPH D. ^ERNATHY 


SUBJECT: REVEREND RALPH D 

RM 





Re Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, 9/9/69. 
9/12/69 


advised ABERNATHY spoke at U. S. 

ongress on Evangelism, 3:30 p.m. , this date at Minneapolis 
Auditorium, Minneapolis, Minnesota. Following speech, fe*7C- 
i*|k ABERNATHY held a press conference at Auditorium and is departin 
° * Minneapolis on Northwest Airlines Flight 722 at 6:40 p.m., 

| this date en route Atlanta, Georgia. 

/ advised ABERNATHY arrived Minneapolis 

( evening 9/ 11/ ea, stopping overnight at Sheraton Ritz Hotel, 
Minneapolis, attended luncheon with Reverend BILLY GRAHAM 
prior to speaking engagement on 9/12/69. 

No incidents, arrests, or any problems in connection 
with ABERNATHY’S appearance. 

Events concerning ABERNATHY'S stay in Minneapolis and 
synopsized version of his speech will be submitted in LHM 
suitable for dissemination. 


VJ3-* * Bureau (flto ) 

2 * Atlanta^fl/h J 
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Special Agent/in Charge 



















Honorable Joel T. Broyhlll .. cr . 

House of Representatives ; r. 

Washington, D. C. 20515 ' ~ ’.T " r - 

• .Tf*r : M, •• ' • i 

• v ' s i-5.- •> 'V/“Ftv • V^V-.- : V . • . 1 '* j r =r ■ 

H0TE : S ^ V ^ " ''' ' ' .&£ . f ^ • ' ' ’ " v - ' ' ' 

Congressman Broyhlll referred to us, at the 
suggestion of Congressman Ichord of the House Internal 
Security Committee, an Inquiry from a constituent regarding 
a statement by Abernathy vhlcl^appeare^t^b^sedltiou^ki 
The constituent IsAH^^ 
American Legion, Post 176. Tn^statOTen^enaorse^^Kn 
to counsel young men to refuse to be drafted Into military 
service. Congressman Broyhlll is not on the mailing list. 

We have had good relations with him. 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL SECURITY 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20515 

September 15 * 1969 


Honorable Joel T. Preyhfll 

210? Rayburn House Office Buildinq 

Washington. 0 . c. 


Dear Joel : 


. Y , ou h * va requested information which would assist von in 
Stt0C? *? d ,otter ^closure fro,, your coiVtiCr.i 
-ne-d .'.? n * i0n » wno has requested that this Corral ttna investin' to 
* S “’ J,OOUS statsneir,ts by Reverend Ralph David Abernathy.' 

sent. ly engaged in a series of investigations and I— -rir-'.- on “ 

subject ov revolutionary violence, function-, os .-j cf 

lativa branch of the Cover n-rot on - 1 h»«- .>-> i-.... " C t,,u K i' 1s - 

In^view of the Alienation by your' ZonUltiunt thit^c^d^^tSv 
na a neue statements which appear to by s^itinn- in •- -Ar,<jt..y 

sug^st that you nay dois.ro to brine, this mttsr to tite att-nMOn‘ <l 
of too 1 Jsroetor of the Fecterol Boroou of luvostiui.tlcn vh“h"i tho 
f#r tha ° nf ~* * 

► T . , " 

I night add that Federal officers responsible for tk« 

SJSS “ Stewa 

With best wishes, I am 


£f:Cl C T .Iff; 


’•inccr.aly yc;:r,; s 


C! inn" rmsn 


[ a)^w»y 








PWONE 451-1769 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
SPRINGFIELD POST 176 

6538 BACKLICK ROAD 
SPRINGFIELD. VA. 22150 



25 August 1969 

Congressman Joel T. Broyhill 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

The American Legion Post lj 6 wishes to "bring to 
your attention an article which appeared in the Washington 
Post on lk August 1969. 

You will note that Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
indorsed a plan for couseling young men to refuse to "be 
drafted into military service. When asked by newsmen if 
he planned to urge draft resistance, an act that under 
certain circumstances could "be construed as a criminal 
violation, he replied that he favored preparing them to 
tell their draft hoards "No I will not go." 

Since the statements made hy Reverend Ralph David j 

Abernathy appear to be seditious in nature, an investigation ! 
by the House Internal Security Committee of this individual 
would seem to be in order. 


1U lNPQflKATKM CUNT; 
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AJberoailiy Hails Plan. 
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lit tiesisieifs 1 


By Jack Nelson 

^ Los A.ngrles Times 

CHARLESTON, S.C., Aug. 
13 — A plan lor counseling; 
young men to refuse to be* 
drafted into military sendee j 
-was endorsed today by the: 
Rev. Ralph David Abernathy j 
and another official of the! 
Southern Christian Leader-; 
ship Conference. 

Mr. Abernathy, SCLC presi- 
dent, emphatically embraced 
the plan, which calls for crc-i 
ating a draft-resistance coun-j 
soling service within the civil j 
rights organization. . ' j 

However, lie seemed to be; 
annoyed by persistent ques- 
tions front newsmen as to [ 
whether he planned to urgoj 
draft resistance, an act ihat 1 
under certain circumstances 
could be construed as a crimi-; 
nal violation. 

Finally, Mr. Abernathy told; 
newsmen that he favored pre- 
paring them to tell their draft j 
hoards, “No, I will not go.” 


The plan was publicly pro- 
posed for the first time this 
afternoon by the Rev. Thomas 
Kilgore of Los Angeles, 
SCLCs West Coast director. 
Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of SCLCs 12th annual 
convention here, he attacked 


SCLC convention delegates 
enthusiastically applauded Mr.. 
Kilgore’s antidraft proposal:;. 
Later, Mr. Abernathy told the 
press conference he endorsed 
the speech “very strongly.” 

Mr. Kilgore, who opposes 
James Foreman’s black man! 


the nation’s “military-mdus-jfesto demanding churches pay 
trial complex” and urged that .’millions of dollars in repara- 
SCLC create a department of i lions to Negroes, made a pro 
peace. posal of his own for church 

“That department ought to! financial participation in ti: 
puli together the best mintL: ri : .>bl aeainst racism an ' ; - • 
in this country to do d i u U J o r 1 y . He urcod that b; LC 
counseling to young people; - 

who are coming up and ar c|Cnalicn 8 e h.m. -s p. -k 

going to be made cannon foci-; tnc* American Baptist Com i\. 
der,” he said. “We ought to-tion, to seek $1.2 million 
prepare them when the time ’ 
comes to say ‘no .’ 99 
Mr. Kilgore, 58, a native or 
Woodruff, S.C., who last May 
became the first Negro presi- 
dent of the predominantly 


the. convention for cron tin 
SCLC offices in 12 urban 
areas, including Ballimore- 
Washington. 

He said this could be the 
at; Ti ui mi piu«w.H...«..w,islart of a movement th.v 
white American Baptist Coil- might eventually persunm 
vention. also called for “a new | American churches to provme 
peaceful, non-violent mobiliza-ias much as S15 million to 
tion of students against war ini million for civil rights atm 
this nation.” - ‘poor people’s organizations. 
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UNITED STATE- GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 




DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 10/3/69 


MINNEAPOLIS (157-798) (C) 


subject: REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY 

32ft M3S 



Re Minneapolis airtels to the Bureau dated 9/9/69 
and 9/12/69. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and Atlanta are eleven 
copies and one copy respectively of an LHM concerning 
captioned individual. 

One copy of this letter and enclosed LHM is being 
sent to Atlanta for information, inasmuch as captioned 
individual resides in the Atlanta Division. 

Instant LHM is not being disseminated locally, 
inasmuch as there were no indidents, arrests, or problems 
in connection with Reverend Abernathy* s appearance at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY 


*■ 

* 


’A newspaper article dated ' September 13, 1969, 
appearing in the "Minneapolis Star”, a newspaper of general 
circulation in Minnesota, published daily at Minneapolis, ar 
Minnesota, is set forth in parties - foll^^ 

The Reverend Dr. Ralph Abernathy, ^President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference C SCI/3), Atlanta, 
Georgia, addressed the U. S; Congress on Evangelism In 
Minneapolis on September 12, 1969. In this article Dr. 

Abernathy criticized the church for allowing slavery in 
this land for 240 years and said ”If the church had been 
the church. Hitler never would have exterminated six million 
dews. 11 He urged the Congress participants to work for a 
better distribution of the nation’s wealth, indicating that 
90 per cent of the wealth is controlled by only 10 per cent j 
of the population. He also challenged the Congress participants 
to work for the end of the "godless and senseless war in 
Vietnam and to work for the admission of Communist China to 
the United Nations "so the problems of the world can be 
solved around the conference table." 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is 
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. ; 
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